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CHAP. L 

^trance into Swedifh FinlancL — Louiik. — 
Helfingfors. — Abo, — "Journey in Jledges over 
part of the frozen furface of the Gulf cf 
Bothnia. — Ifle <f Aland. — Fajfage by fea 
to the coafi ^Sweden. — Jgurney to Stocks 
^olm, 

THE limite of Ruffia and Sweden, as 
fettled by the peace of Abo, are formed 
by the river Kymen, on the fouth fide where- 
of was a wooden houfe, a rampart of earthy 
And a fmall battery. Being admitted through 
;a wooden barrier, guarded by a Ruffian fol- 
dier, we crofled a bridge to a finall ifland, 
palled another bridge over a ftream which was 
a branch of the Kymen ; and went through 
a fecond barrier, at which ftood a Swedifh 
centinel. In quitting the Ruffian dominions, 
our baggage was flightly fearched; and in 
entering Swedifh Finland, the fame ceremony 
was performed by the cuflom-houfe officers 
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4 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN^. B. 7* 

of that diftria. Clofe to the frontiers, we 
changed horfes at Lilla- Abborfors ; and in 
lefs than an hour arrived at Louifa. 

Soon after our departure from Wiburgh, 
the weather changed from very near a thaW 
to a fevere froft ; the mercury in the thermo- 
meter finking to 22 below freezing point. This 
fudden alteration in the ftate of the atmo- 
fphere was in no wife difagreeable : the warmth 
of our clothing enabled us to defy the moft 
intenfe froft; nor had I once occal^bn to ufe 
all the coverings with which I had the pre- 
caution to provide myfelf. The face was the 
only part which I found difficult to fecure 
againft the attacks of the cold, and more par- 
ticularly at night, when I was inclined to 
fleep. In that ftate I generally covered my 
cheeks and forehead with the flaps of my vel- 
vet cap, leaving only my nofe and mouth free 
for refpiration; and over them I fometimes 
held my muff, or placed my handkerchief; 
which was attended with this inconvenience : 
as the breath inftantly congealed, the parts 
of the muff or handkerchief, in contad: with 
my mouth, became in a fhort time fo clotted 
with icicles, that I was obliged repeatedly to 
change their pofitiori, in order to prevent an 
accumulation of the frozen particles. 

Louiia 
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Louifa is an open town upon a bay of the 
Gulf of Finland ; and is guarded towards the fea 
by a fmall fortrefs. The houfes are all of wood, 
and of two ftories -, they are painted with a red 
colour, and look much neater than thofe.of the 
common towns and villages in Ruffia. Soon 
after our arrival we waited upon the governor 
to obtain an order for poft horfes, and to pro- 
cure information with refpedt to our intended 
route to Stockholm. In fummer, travellers, 
in paffing from Peterlburgh to the capital of 
Sweden, commonly go by land to Abo : there 
they take fhip, and, fleering through the nu- 
merous iflands which rife in that part of the 
Gulf of Bothnia to the eaftern (hore of Aland, 
they crofs that ifland to its weftern coaft; 
where they again embark, and proceed di- 
re<ftly through a more open fea to Sweden. 
In winter, the paffage acrofs the Gulf is not 
always practicable; for tlie channels between 
the numberlefs iflands are moftly frozen, fo 
as not to admit veflels, yet feldom fufficiently 
ftrong to fupport carriages -, and, when that 
happens, the remaining part of the open gulf, 
from Aland to the coaft of Sweden, which is 
not fprinkled with iflands, is generally fo em- 
barrafled with floating maflfes of ice, as to 
render the navigation extremely dangerous. 

B 3 The 



6 TRAVELS INTO fWEDEN. 3. f^ 

The ufiial way, therefore, in winter, and which 
we intended to have J)urfued, Hes round the 
Gulf of Bothnia through Torneo- We had 
anticipated the fatisfadtion we fliould receive 
from paffing a few days at a place rendered 
remarkable for the meafurement of a degree 
by the celebrated Maupertuis ; from making 
an excurfion into Lapland beyond the Arftic 
Circle ; from obferving the manners and cuf- 
toms of the natives ; and frcHn riding in fledges- 
drawn by rein-deer. But-, alas ! our curiofity 
was deftined not to be gratified- Upon con- 
folting the governor of Louifa, he informed 
us, that the feafon was too far' advanced to 
proceed into Lapland ; for if a general thaw 
fliould take place> which feemed very likely 
to happen, we fhould not be able to continue 
our route in fledges; and as we could, not 
procure any carriages with wheels to convey 
us to Stockholm,, we fliould be obliged ta 
proceed by fea^ which in the fpring of the 
year is a, very dangerous and uncertain navi- 
gation. He added alfo; that the paflage acrofs 
the Gulf of Bothnia was at this time fortu- 
nately practicable ; as the channels between the 
. fmall iflands were fufficiently frozen to bear* 
fledges, and the other part of the Gulf was not 
obftruSed with floating maflfes of ice* Arid* 
7 ' whe^ 



vrhen thfe governor perceived that, nofwidi- 
ftandiftg die favourabfe opportunity of eroding 
the Gulf of Bothnia, and the dangers which 
would ncceflarily atteAd our journey by knd, 
we feenied eager to purfuc our expedition to 
Lapland, he preffed his advice with the moft* 
forcible- reafons'j fiftid, would not deiift until 
he had even extoitid a promiie that we would' 
proceed (yre(a:ly Vi Abo. The gentleman tb 
whom we were indebted for this friendly re- ^ 
raonftrancei was a feiifible well-informed old 
man, of Scotch extraction ; and had ferved 
during feveral years in France in the Royal 
Swedifh re^iiient. During a long convcrfa- 
tion which we held with him, "You. have 
" probably/' he faid, '* conceived a bad opl- 
" nion of Finland, from the regions which 
" you have already traverfed, which are the 
" moft defokte parts of the province ; but I 
" Aflure you, that a few miles from the fea- 
" coaft it is a very agreeable country, fertile 
** in pafture, rye^ oats, and barley; From the 
** abunckrice of rivers and larkes, fome of 
*' which are of confiderable length, an inland 
** navigation might eafily be formed at little 
** expence, and facilitate a communication 
" between the different diftrids/' 

B4 Feb. 
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Feb. 9. In puifuance of his advice, inftead 
of continuing our route towards Lapland, we 
inade our way to Abo. We fet off at eight 
in the evening, and were lighted during the 
whole night by a beautiful Aurora Borealis : 
the thermometer was fcarcely below freez- 
ing point. Our rokd lay near the (hore of 
the Gulf of Bothnia, through a hilly, rpcky, 
and woody country. I obferved the ground 
thickly ftrewed with detached maffes of gra- 
nite, as if broken by fome violent convulfiom 
We frequently faw large flights bf groufe, 
black cocks, and ptarmigans. In thefe parts 
the large fpecies of groufe, called the cock 
of the wood,- a bird almofl equal in fize to a 
fmall turkey, is not uncommon; the moor- 
fowl and ptarmigans are very plentiful; but 
the black game is fo abundant, that we fel- 
dom fat down to dinner, even at the com- 
monefl inns, without being regaled with a 
brace of thofe delicious birds. Having paffed 
fevcral large lakes, with which the country 
abounds, and croffed the frozen furface of 
;a bay of the Gulf of Finland, we arrived on 
the enfuing morning at *Helfingfors, which 
ftands in a very romantic fituation, upon a 
riling fliore, near feveral rocks and huge frag- 
ments of granite. 

Agreeably 
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Agreeably to an invitation from the go- 
veiB^r of Hclfingfors, to whom we applied 
for further information refpc(5ting our pdTage 
acrbfs the Gulf of Bothnia^ we repaired in the 
evening to a ball: the gentlemen and ladies 
all wore the new Swedifti drefs^ 5 and anrafcd 
themfelves chiefly with minuets and Engliih 
country*dam!te$. The company were very 
]k>lite and attentive to us^ and feveral accofled 
us int French. 

Clofe to Hdfingfors is a fmall fort^ called 
Ukic^berg^ capable of containing 200 men ; 
and at a little diflance another was erefting, in 
Oftober 1784, named Scatander Tyg, which 
will hold a garrifon of 400 foldiers. 

,Bu6 one of the mofl curious and important 
fiirtreffcs in the Swedifh dominions, and per- 
haps in Northern Europe, is Sveaborg, fituated 
near Helfingfors in. Finland. In my former 
tour we were not permitted to vifit this for- 
trefs for want cf an order from the court ; but 
we wci'e more fortunate in our fecond journey 
through thefe parts; his Swedilh majeftyhimlelf 
having condefcended to command the prime mi- 
nifler. Count Creutz, to give us an order for 

* Se^ the <fefcription and engravings of thefe dreffcs in 
the next chapter II« 

that 
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that purpofe; In confeqiience of tiiii$ pafl^ 
port, the,govcrn6r.o£ the fortrefs fent hi^- teat ' 
to Gonrey us to die fortrefs, and: did tis-th^: 
honour to ac(X)mpany its hhnfelf #ottnd the 
works, and to point out what wasvlnofti rc^ > 
markable. ' \*. .'. : 

About thi^ee rftiies and 'an I^lf ftonx : the • 

, town of Helfmgfors are feveral imall lOcky > 
iflahds in the Gulf of Finland, whicfa'comwiT 
pofe the fortrefs of Sveaborg. They havr^ 
been- lately fortified, in order to mrfntiaih'a 
fleet in conftant readinefs to feil; axid fb-^ 
contain a garrifon in oafe Finland ihoulA he 
invaded. - . . J,/^.J 

The iflands, which compofc thii* fbrtrels|.' 
are feven in number, and all lie, within the 
circumference of four miles, in the following* 
dired;ion : i . Long-on, or Long Ifland,i lies • 
S. W. and is the neareft to Helfingfors ^ it is f 
600 feet^ in length, and 300 in breadth, n^ 

. Wafter Swart-6n, or Weft Bkck Ifland, S. B. 
of Long-on > i ,400 feet in length, and 800 in ^ 
breadth. 3. Lilla Swart-dn> or Little Black « 
Ifland,' Eaft of Wafter Swart ; 800 feet fqua^ei' 
4; Ofter SwartTon> or Eaft Black Ifland^ Eaffei 
of Lilla Swart; 3,000 feet in length, and 
1,600 in breadth. 5. Warg-on, or Wolfs 
Ifland, lying in the center between Waftef 

and 
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and L9la Swartz-6n ; 2^400 feet in length, 
and i,ooo in breadth* It is the principal 
ifland, and contains the governor's houfe* 6. 
feuftaf s Wztdy or the Arms of Guftavus, 
S. E. of Warg-6n ; 1,600 feet in length, and 
^1,200 in breadth. 7. Skantz Landet, or 
Land-fortrefs, South of Guftaf's Ward, an 
JQand as big as both Warg-6n and Oftcr 
Swart-6n, hat of which only 600 feet are to 
be fortified. 

The projecft of forroundkig thefe iflands 
with fortifications was formed by General 
Ehrenfwald, and the work was begun in i748* 
j^.7 50^000 have been already expended, and 
to complete the remainder will require above 

j^; 560,006; ' 

V It is computed^ that th^ whole tnight be 
finifhed in about fix years,, if fufficient money 
could be obtained for that purpofe? but ac- 
cording to the flow manner in which tfee work 
is now cariymg on, a century muft elapPfe be- 
fore its completion, . . ' * 

The Works are really ftupendous and worthy 
of the ancient • Romans. The walls of the 
fortifitratibns are chiefly of hewn granite, co- 
vered with earth, and are' from fix to ten feet 
thick, and in a few places not lefs than 48 in 
height. The batteries-, which, begin upon a 

level 
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level with die water, and rife in tiers one above 
the other in all dired:ions, commanding the 
only channel through which large veffel? can 
fail to Helfingforsi render the pafikge of the 
enemy's fleet extremely dangerous, if not im- 
prafticable. 

In Warg-on is a dry dock, which is capa- 
ble of containing ttn frigates. It is hollowed 
in the folid rock, is 800 feqt long, 200 broad, 
and about fourteen deep. It is divided into 
three equal parts by two brick walls, which 
run lengthways -, each part contains four fri- 
gates, and may be clofed with fluice-gates, fo 
that each veiTel lies feparately from the others.^ 
The whole is covered with a wooden pent- 
houfe roof, in order to preferve the frigates 
from the rain. When I was there this bafon 
contained eleven frigates, which, in cafe of 
war, would be removed by letting in the 
water, and opening the fluice-gates.. 

At . one extremity of this dock is a fn>alL 
bafbn 200 feet fquare, clofed at each end with 
fluice-gates, which ferves for the entrance and 
exit of the frigates, and likewife for repairing 
or building fliips. At the other, extremity 
another bafon was quite finiflied of the fame 
dimenfions with the former, for a man of war. 
This bafon may Hkewife ferve for the paflage 
.8 of 
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of the frigates, whenever the other is employed 
in repairing or building (hips. The maga- 
zines for the fhips ftores and artillery arc 
built clofe to the edge of the water, which is 
of fufficient depth to admit each veffel to lie 
clofe to the quay, and be equipped without 
further trouble. 

There is an excellent port for 70 fhips of 
the line, and a fmall harbour no lefs fecure for 
ten frigates. 

The garrifon, in the month of Oftober 
I784> confifted of 350 foldiers and 600 ma- 
rines; but when the whole fortifications arc 
completed, will require 12,000 men. 

For the purpofe of building fhips at Svea- 
borg, the Swedes procure the oak from Goth- 
land, part of the flax from Finland, hemp and 
mafls from Riga. Such, in Oftober 1784, 
was the flate of the fortifications of Sveaborg ; 
a fortrefs, which, even in its prefent unfinifhed 
ilate, will be capable of harrailing the Ruflians 
in cafe of a war, and which, if ever it fhould 
be completed, may juflly be called .the Gibral- 
tar of the north. 

Feb. II. We quitted Helfingfors on the 
morning, and arrived at Abo, which is diflant 
about 150 miles, on the evening of the 12th, 
through a trad of country that feemed better 
peopled than the other parts of Finland which 

we 
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we had hitherto tjaverfed ; and which was 
jiiverfified with a beautiful mixture of hill and 
flale* 

Abo, the capit^ of Swcdifh Finland, called 
by the Fins Turcju, lies upon the point where 
the Gulfs of Bothnia ancj Finland unite : it is 
fingularly fituated, partly on a ridge of preci- 
pitous rocks, and partly in a fmaU plain, on 
the banks of the finall river Aura. A craggy 
eminence, over-hanging the town, commands 
a curious view of the cslPcIc, the Gulf of Fin- 
land, interfperfed with numerous rocky iflands, 
and the wild and barren environs. The town, 
which is not ill built, contains feyeral brick 
houfes^ but the generality are of wood painted 
red. The inhabitants export linen^ corn, 
planks, and iron. 

We had fcarcely arrived, when the burgo- 
mafter of the town obligingly waited upon usjj 
and on the following morning conducted us to 
the univerfity, which Was founded in 1 640 by 
Chriftina, and endowed with the fanie privi- 
leges as that of Upfala. There are fifteen 
profeffors, and about 300 ftudents. The li- 
» brary contains near 10,000 volumes, a cata-. 
logue- of 'which was printed in 1655, and a 
fecond edition in 1685*. The books were, 

* Aickenhokz Memoires de Chriftine, Tom. 11. p. 309. 

in 
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in lyigjT Tcmpyed to Stxxrkholm, when the 
Ruf^ns obtained |)oilcfiaon of the town ;. and 
were Jigiin i-eflorcd to the univerfity upon the 
peaps pf NyAait. There is alio a fchool at 
Abof^ which was founded by Guftavus Add* 
phus> for 300 fcholars* 

A botanical garden, founded in 1776 by his 
pfcient^ ni4eily, contained, in 1784, fifteen 
hmxktred exotics, and about the fame number 
pf indigenous plants; a lift of which has been 
lately given to the. public by the prefent pro- 

In the cathedral, a large brick building, 
conftru<aed in 1300, is the fepulchre of Ca- 
tharine, the favourite miilrefs and wife of 
Eric the Fourteenth, who furvived her unfortu- 
nate lord five-and-thirty years ; and died at 
Liuxdal in 161 2> in the 64th year of her 

Near Abo is the cafUe or ancient palace, 
jformerly the occaj&onal refidence of the Swe- 
difh fovereigns, when they vifited thefe parts. 
It flands upon the mouth of the Aura, and 
where the large veffels, which cannot pafs to 
Abo, lie at anchor. The caftle is a large 
^nck building, plaiffercd white. On the weft 

* See ^n account of Catharine, Chap. IX. 

fide 
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fide is a fquarc tower, looking towards the 
Gulf of Bothnia ; in an apartment of which 
Eric the Fourteenth was for fome tioic itti- 
prifoned. This palace has been htely con- 
verted into a diftillery for fpirituous liquors. 

Feb. 13. About 40 miles from Abo we 
arrived upon the Gulf of Bothnia ; and paiTed 
over the frozen furfece along a track marked 
with two rows of fmall trees and boughs placed 
upright in the ice as a diredtion for travellers : 
we croiTed occafionally feveral iinall iflands 
and rocks, feparated from each other by ftraits 
from fifty yards to four or five miles in breadth. 
At midnight we flopped upon the ifland Va- 
rifala till break of day; as well from the 
dread of large holes in the ice which render 
travelling by night extremely hazardous; as 
bccaufe our danger would have been ex- 
treme, if we had wandered from the path, 
and been loft upon the wide expanfe of ice ; 
which had nearly happened to colonel Floyd, 
as he thus defcribes in his journal. *^ A 
" cowardly driver overturned me into the 
** fiiow, but the fall was gentle. Night came 
^' on, at firft very much overcaft, but after- 
** wards illuminated by an Aurora Borealis, 
*' which was, however, not in ftreaks like 
** thofe ufually in England, but a continued 

** glare 
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'* glare of red li^t. Wc arrived at kngth 
i^n the Gulf, crofled a fheet of ice many 
miles ia length, and fome imall rocky 
^ iflands, upon one of which my driver fud« 
denly turned^ into the yard of a pea£uit's 
cottage, and flopped. I foon perceived that 
*^ he had loft his way : inquiry being in vain 
on my part, as I could not fpeak the lan- 
guage, I encouraged him^ by figns to en* 
deavour to regain the track } he complied, 
*^ but with fuch ill-humour, that he drove 
** againft a rock, and again overfet me, though 
'* fortunately without any bad confequence; 
** he then paffed by a narrow way, through a 
" wood, and foon arrived at the edge of the 
*^ iiknd. I liftened eagerly for the found of 
^ the other fledges, but to no purpofe ; thei^ 
*' anxiouily looking around me, I defcried at 
^' fome diftance the boughs which mark the 
'*^ road over the ice; and, infbntly pointing 
:** it out, we purfued the path, and after feveral 
" miles overtook my companions, determined 
*' never again to lofe fight of the laft fledge. In 
" crof&ng, however, anotho- ifland, the fledge 
*' which immediately preceded mine fuddenly 
« flopped: we had ag^n loft the way, but 
" foon recovered it, aijd joined the party.'* 
Vol. IV. C Upon 
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Upon Varifak we found a comfortable vH- 
lagc; the inhabitants were Firls, and fpoke 
only the Finnifh tongue. . 

Feb, 14. Wc iet out early : the weather was 
hazy andunprbmifing, and a ftrong breeze -be- 
.gan to frefhen. The ppft~was about 1 8 miles 
in length : we palTed many finallr. iflands arid 
rocks ; fome covered with underwood, and 
fprinkled with villages; others wfere nothing 
but bare granite^ without a fingle habitatidh 
or tree. In a few places the ice of the Gulf 
was a fmooth iheet ; in others it was rougMy 
frozen in \vaves and large maffes. The vaft 
extended plain of ice, broken in abrupt ridges, 
die boundlefs and dreary track marked only 
by a line of trees and boughs, and the rugged 
-jrocks ftarting up on every fide, afforded one of 
the moft defolatc feenes im^girtable. 

We changed horfes at Brando, an ifland 
which contained fix or Ccvtn villages ; a church ; 
fome arable land ; and fmall woods. About 
three we airrived upon the ifland Kumbliilge, 
36 miles from Varifala ; and as the next poft 
was above* thirty miles; we prudently took 
up our quarters in a peafant's cottage, rather 
than again encounter the hazards of a journey 
by night. The peafants were well clothed ; 
the men wore long cloth coats lined with 
^ ihecp-^ 
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iheep^fkin; the wom^n a ftriped kiftd of 
woollen ftaff, of mixed cokmrst chiefly giteti, 
white^ an4 red : they feemed very honeft 1 and 
our f^vanjts had no occafion to employ the 
fame vigilance in watching the luggage as 
was requisite in Ruflia ^. 'Fhe cottages were 
built like thofe in Ruffia^ with whole trees 
piled one upon the other, and mortad&d and 
tenanted at each extr^nity; the timbers of 
ieveral were iawed on the outiide in the form 
of p}ank$* They genemlly contain two w 
.three* apaitments, fmall, but neat and clean -, 
have all brick chin^nies, and a femicircular 
' flie<-|^l9CiP high and narrow, in which the wood 
is placed upright, and by means of birch*bark 
infhntafieoufly kihdkd. The villagers poflefled 
many conveniences of life, which we did not 
meet with in Ruflia; particularly beds, and a 
gteater variety of houfehold furniture. 

While our dinner was preparing, we ftrolled 
to a windmill fituated on an eminence ; frpm 
whence we commanded a full view of the 
ifland, which feemed a huge pile of rocks of 
red 2hA, grey granite. Near the village we 
obferved liiree or four fields which had been 
fown widt rye^ and at a little diftance a fi;nall 

♦ See Vol. I. p. 338. 

C 2 wood 
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Vrood of firs and birch; in the other parts 
we could difcovcr nothing but juniper and 
mofe. Befidc the hut in^ which wc were 
lodged^ it contained a church and a few (ckt^ 
tcrcd cottages. The inhabitants of Kumblinge 
fpoke the Swedifli language. The fevere froft 
of the preceding day was fucceeded by a fud- 
den thaw, accompanied with rain and fleet.; 
and in tha evening a violent hurricane came 
en; we heard on aU fides the cracking of 
the ice founding like the explofions of thunder, 
and which alarmed us^ with the dread of be* 
ing detained in fo dreary a fpot : for if, as we 
had reafon to apprehend, the ice had been 
broken up, it could not have beai pafled in 
fledges; and a continuance of the thaw for 
a fortnight at leaft would have been roqui- 
fite, before any communication by water could 
have been formed with the continent or neigh- 
bouring iflands. The wind increafing to a 
moft violent degree towards midnight, and the 
noife from the bui-fting of the ice redoubling, 
we imagined -4hat a confiderable delay was 
unavoidable; and began to inquire whether 
the inhabitants were furniflied with fufficient 
provifions to fupply our wants and their own. 
We were happy to find that four cows, a 
few ^hogs, and poultry, and a large ftore of 

hard 
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hard bread, which they bake twice in the 
yiear, were more than fufficient to remove all 
apprehenfions of £unine during a much longer 
period than .we were likely to remain upon 
the ifland. Fortunately, however, we did not 
put thefe refources to the trial: towards 
morning the wind fubfided, and the rents 
in the ice not appearing dangerous, we were 
able to continue our route at fun-rife. It 
was a moft delightful day; in the morning 
the mercury in the thermometer flood at two 
degrees above freezing point, and at noon rofe 
to five ; the fun fhone. with fuch brightnefs, 
and the weather was fo clear and warm, that 
we might almofl have imagined it to have 
been fummer, if we had not been undeceived 
by the frozen mafs around us. On the pre- 
ceding day the whole fceriery was uniformly 
enveloped with fnow, which having been 
melted, the furface of the Gulf became a pure 
expanfe of ice : the diflanc? to the next pofl 
was about 35 miles, and much lefs diverfified 
with ifland s than the parts which we had 
palTed previous to our arrival at Kumblinge. 
In one place we traverfed a level fheet of 
ice, at leafl ten ipiles in length, unbroken 
wjth a fingle rock pr ifland; but as the late 
Jjorip had produced feveral apertures, and as 

C3 the 



the thaw greatly increafed, we went on with 
ciiutioh ; and were precedfed by- a guide, who 
carried a hatchet and plumbing iron; with 
the former he occafionally cut the ice, and 
with the latter he meafured it$ thic^hefs ; in 
order to afcertain whether it was fufficiently 
fli-ong to fupport pur fledges. In fome places 
he made a confiderable circuit to avoid aft 
apferture ; often called out to * the drivers to • 
k^p at fome diftance from each other; and 
repeatedly warned them to follow the precife 
track which he purfued. In this mannier he 
pondufted us in about eight hours, and with- 
out the leafl: accident, to the ifle of Aland. 

Aland, which gives to this clufter of ifland^ 
the general appellation df the Ifle§ of Aland, 
is about 40 miles in length, and from 12 to 
16 in breadth: it contains about fifteen vil-' 
lages, and 9000 inhabitants ; they fpeak the 
Swediih language, biit are included in the 
government of Finland, both as to fpiritual 
and temporal aifairs. The bafis of the foil 
feemed to be granite, of the lame nature with 
the fhores of Finland, and of the numerous 
iflarids which we had lately traverfed; and 
the whole alTemblage of them looked like q. 
ridge of rocks^ which had been once joined tq 

each 



G. I. JOURNEY TO STOCKHOLM. 23 

each Other and to the continent, but Under- 
mined and ieparated by the fea* 

We changed horfes at Varjrat, Scarpats^ 
Harolfby, Enkerby, and Trebenka, between 
Scarpats and Harol/by we defcended into a 
broader and more cultivated plain than we 
had obferved fincc we had quitted Finland: 
it contained arable and pafture land, a lake, 
and a river. In the midft of this plain ftand, 
upon an infular rock of red granite, the ruins 
of an antient palace, called Caftelholm, which, 
as it is remarkable in the hiftory of Sweden, 
we ftopped to examine. It commands a plesU* 
ing, though bounded prc^peft of two fmall 
lakes, whofe banks rife into gentle eminences 
fkirted with wood. The caftle is partly built 
with red granite of a very beautiful colour 
and grain, and partly with brick. To this 
folitary rock, Eric XIV. fon and fucceflbr of 
Guftavus Vafa, was, in 1571, confined by 
his brother John III. The dungeon, in which 
he was imprifoned, ftill bears the name of the 
apartment of Eric. In of der to gain accefs to 
it, we crawled through an arch upon our 
hands and knees, on account of the heaps of 
ftones and bricks which obftrudted the paf- 
fage : we then came into the (hell of a large 
apartment, from whence we entered a fmall 

C 4 room ; 
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nQom; and having afcendedv a ladder of nine 
or ten ftcps, many of whi(^ were 4>roken, 
and which from its antiquiQ^ was probably 
the very ladder that exifbd in ^e days of the 
royal prifbner» we pa0ed through a trap-door 
into the. apartment of Eric, It is about 20 
feet lofig and 11 broad; low and vaulted; 
and has only one fmall openings to admit the 
lights which is fcarcely more than two inches 
)n breadth. I fhall have occafion in another 
place to mention the fufierings and cata-v 
ftrophe of this very unfortimate fovereign. 

Having gratified our curiofity at CaileU 
holm, we pon(inued onr route during the night: 
the fnow being alj malted by the thaw, our 
journey was tedious and difagreeable ; our 
fledges were flpwly dragged over the rocky 
and fandy roads ; fo that we did not, before 
Jive in the morning, reach the place of em- 
barkation upon the wefte^n ihore of the ifland. 
The wind blowing directly cpntrary, we took 
up our lodging ^t the poft-houfe, and , re- 
tired reljidantly to reft;, but were awakened 
about ten,, with the agreeable news that it 
was (hifted, and that we might be abje to 
crofs the Qulf The only decked veffel which 
this place afforded being ice-bound, we had 
no other refource but two open boats, manne4 

with 
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with a pilots five or fix fifhennen, and about 
t:en peaiants ; but» as the weather was fine, we 
ordered our baggage on board, and embarked 
at mid-day. The diftance to the oppofite coaft 
is 40 miles. The firft part of this paflage was 
interfperfed with feveral finall rocky iflands» 
one of which appeared inhabited ; but from 
the eictremity pf d)e laft illand^ which is about 
^6 miles from the continent of $weden, the 
iea is entirely open* From that point we had 
a fi&e breeze, which c^ried us at the rate of 
i^ven knots in the hour; and we were within 
fix miles of the cpaft about fun-fet, with the 
profpe£t of a fpeedy difembarkation ; but foon 
afterwards the breeze flackened, and was foU 
lowed by a calm, which lafted about half an 
hour; when the wind rofe in the oppofite 
quarter, and blew diredly from fhore* In this 
fituation the night overtook us; the gale 
frefhened; the fea ran high; the coafl was 
rxxJcy and full of breakers ; our veflel a cra:^ 
open fiihing boat; and the greateft part of 
our crew wholly unexperienced. We in vain 1 
endeavoured by tacking and rowing to reach 
the ftiore ; and we began to be ferioufly alarm- 
led, left we fhould not be able to weather the 
0orm I in this ftate of anxiety we continued un- 
tjj midnight, the gale hourly increafing ; when 

at 
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at length by a fortunate tack and inceflant 
rowing, we got under the lee of a high coaft ; 
we inftantly hauled down the fails, and rowed 
for a confiderable time, though ftill without 
being able, on account of the breakers, to 
find a proper place for landing. After feveral 
fruitlefs attempts, we at laft drove the boat 
upon fhore; and difembarking, after much 
pains, upon a fhelving hill of ice, we crawled 
upon our hands and knees; and gained the 
land, though with much difficulty. We here 
cfcaped a danger, which at the time we did 
not apprehend j as we were afterwards in- 
fbraied that thefe fhelves of ice are frequ^itly 
foil of large holes, into which had we fallen 
we mUft inevitably have periflied. Having 
providentially efcaped thefe and other perils, 
we procured a guide from an adjacent cot- 
tage ; and proceeded to Griflehamn, about the 
diftance of three miles. We walked through 
woody and rugged ways, half melted ice, fome- 
times above our ancles in water, repeatedly 
felling down, but exceedingly happy that we 
were upon land : for we heard the wind blow- 
ing very boifteroufly, and the breakers roaring 
with increafing violence. About three in the 
nioming we arrived at the inn; and at five^ 
the other bark, containing our fervants and 

taggage, 
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baggage, landed with fffll greater difficult 
than we had e^cperienced, and after havmg 
narrowly cfcaped being wrecked upon the 
rocks : the feilors were fo terrified that thqr 
cried; and our courier was inceilantly em- 
ployed in eroding himfelf, and excUumiag^ 
^* Damine^ nonfum dignus imri'' ^' Lordt I am 
^* not worthy to die */' 

, Feb- 

* The nttiiMrous (hoals and rocky tflaiuk fender ll^ 
^ai&ge extreoK^y dangerous at all ieafiMia of the ycar^ 
y4ienever tke w^ is lugh or the fea roi^ ; ami tfaii dan* 
^r is iacreafed by the unfldUulnefs^ the lailors, and dw 
frail condition of die open boats enipkyed on tbcfe 4>oca* 
fioos. In my fecond expedition into the north, in 17849 
\ paflcid from Griikhamnte Abo^ and was again cxpofed t» 
fttfofit difficulties. 

QdukiQt 16. We eitibarked at Griflebamn at fix in the 
looming, and a favourable breeze carried us in leis than 
three hours and a half to the fmaD ifle of Eckeni, diftant 
about 36 miles fit>m the coaft of Sweden. From £ckeni 
we ferried over the bay of Markfimd to Fredenby, on tbe 
jfle of Aland, and crofled that iHand to fiomarfund, a fmaU 
village at its eafteni extremity. From that place there are 
two paflages to Abo ; the one is to ferry over the feveral 
ftraits and firths to Kumblinge, Brando, and feveral odief 
fmall iilands, to the continent of Finland, about fix miles 
firom Abo J the other is to proceed die whole way by lea 
fi'om Bomerfund to Abo. As the removal of our carriage 
from the feveral boats at the numerous ferries wotiM have 
been attended with unavoidable delays in the former paT- 
fage, we preferred the latter, and accordingly hired two 
iDpcn boats to convey us dire6Uy to Abo. 

The 
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Feb. 18. As the fnow had totally difap- 
pcarcd, the dragging of our fledges over the 
bare ground was a work of fuch difficulty and 

labour ; 

The next morning we embarked at fevcn, and were ex- 
pcditioufly carried forwards by a fide breeze. But as the 
wind blew frefh, and the fea ran high, a Swedifb gentle- 
man, whom we had accidentally met at Griikhamn, and 
uriio had defired to accompany us to Abo, was fuddenly 
alarmed J and communicating his fears to the boatn>en, 
prevailed upon them to land upon Long Ifland, about four 
miles from Bomerfund. Here they continued three hours . 
upon the beach, refitting all our importunities and ofitrs to 
induce them to proceed. The wind at lengdi fomewhat 
•bating, they were prevailed upon to fet fail $ but in a fhort 
time the failors (if they deferve that appellation) werefoon 
again fertoufly alarmed, and their panic was ftill farther in- 
creafed by the terrors of the Swedi(h gentleman, who, like 
Gonzalo in the Tempeft, ^< would have given a thou&nd 
^ fiirlongs of fea for an acre of barren ground, long heath, 
^ brown furze, or any thing.*' 

At length, the maft cracking tosvards 'the bottom, the 
boatmen took down the iail, and put in at a little ifland, or 
rather rock, where we all landed. 

It was now two o'clock 5 and as the lailors declared their 
refolution of not venturing again to fea till the wind 
abated, we had the profpe£t of pafiing the night on this 
dreary fpot. We accordingly examined our ftation. It 
was a fmall rocky ifland of red granite, about a quarter of 
a mile in circumference, yielding a few blades of ruflet- . 
graCs, and twenty or thirty ftubbed trees 5 expofed on all 
fides to ^^ the pitiUfs winds," and furrounded by iiAabitable 
crags ftarting up in the midft of the waves. 

Having 



C. I. JOURNEY to STOtRlidLM. ^ 

labour; that, notwithftanding we began our 
journey about ten in the morning, and tra- 
velled till dufk; wf were fcarccly able to 
reach the village of Staby, which was diftant 
only 20 miles from Griilehamn; although 
half the route lay over krge lakes and flooded 
marfheSy where we ftill found the ice fuffi«- 
ciently ftrong- The experience of this day'« 
journey convinced us to what a wretched fitu- 
ation we fhould have been reduced, if we had 

Having landed our provifions, we made a comfortable 
meal on ibme cold ham and chicken, coUe&ed fome 
branchies, kindled a fire, and felled two trees, in ord^ to 
fupply us with fuel during the cold night we were preparing 
to pafs in fo deferted a fpot. 'Towards etening, however, 
we fortunately overcame the obflinacy of the' bootnoen, 
and prevailed upon them by importunities and money to 
re-embark before it was dulk : but as they were appi;ehen- 
five of trujfting their little bark to the open Tea as far as 
KumUinge, the neareft habitation in the way to Abo, Aey 
returned to Long Ifland, and landed us about fcven at a neat 
village called Ollerwick, where we found good beds and 
tolerable accommodations, greatly enhanced by comparing 
our fituation with that of the defert ifland we had recently 
quitted, on which we expe£ted to have pafled a 010ft cobA- 
. fordefs nigjit. 

The next morning a gentle but favourable breeze car- 
ried us above feventy miles, through narrow fbaits, between 
numerous iflands, and rocky coalls, wild yet fprinklori with 
trees, to a fmall village on the peninfula of Finland, about 
(wo miles froqi Abo. 

purfilet^ 
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purfued Oiv courfe towards Lapland; and re- 
minded us, how much we were indebted lo 
the ialutary rcmonflxanct$ of the governor pf 
Louifa. 

We paflcd the night at Staby ; and, as wc 
Ibund it impracticable to proceed any longer 
iiL fledges, continued our journey the next 
tnorning in open carts> the only carriages wc 
were able to procure. In this manner we 
journeyed to Stockholm ; where, on account of 
various delays, we did not arrive until the fol- 
lowing evening. 

The diftance from Griflehamn, the place 
of our difembarkation, tp Stockholni, is above 
eighty niile§> yet the country was £0 thinly 
peopled, that we did not pafs through one 
town. The villages *were few and fmall, but 
very pidlurefque, being moftly fituafed upon 
the points of the craggy rocks, and frequently 
overhanging a lake. Many ftraggling -cot- 
tages and houfes were' pleafantly fcattered 
over the face of the country, which was in 
general hiUy* rocky, and covered with forefts, 
corn, and pafture^ After the dreary fcenes. 
which wc had long been accuftomed'to, the" 
herbage, juft recovered from the fnow under 
wluch it had been burieid during the whofc 
winter, was a grateful? objea' 5 and it was re- 
markable. 



C. I. JOVKUfKY -TO 8TOC1CHO£M« JI 

markable^ that both the grafs and blades of 
young corn had contraded a yellowifli huc^^ 
and appeared as if they had been parched by 
a burning fuel/ As we approached the ca- 
pital, the country was extremely wild and 
rocky, and ftill more thinly inhabited: I 
fcarccly ever obfcrved a more deiblate, yet 
more piftureiquc, region than the environs 
of Stockholm. We entered that city on the 
eviening of the aofch of February ; and imme- 
diately drove tct an inn in the center of the 
town; where we met with excellent apart- 
ments, and ev6ry accommodation we could 
defire, to alleviate the fatigues of our late 
journey. 
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Jyefcripthtt of Stockholm. — Pfefentation to 
the king. --^ Court. -^Niw Swcdifli drefj. 
"^Public /uppers^, — Royal famify. — TComhs 
and cJbaraifers <if Mzgnns Ladi(las> Charles 
Canutfbn^ Guflavus Adolphus^ Charles XL 
and XII. — jReyo/ Acadeny of Sciences. -r- 
Its tranfaSlions. — Schools. — Converfation 
'with a Laplander on the general fiat e of 
hzfhnd*^^ Similarity between the Hunga- 
rian and Lapland languages. — Drottiung- 
h6iax.^^Additional remarks. 

TH E foundation of Stockholm * is, by 
the beft Swedifli writers, generally at- 
tributed to Birger Jarl, regent of the kingdom, 
about the middle of the 13 th century, during 
the minority of his fon Waldemar, who had 
been raifcd to the dirone by the ftatcs of the 
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* The reader who is fond of fuch inquiries, may confuk . 

Dalins Gefchichte von Sweden,^ Vol. IL p. 178, upon the ( 

derivadpn of the appellation of Stockholm, where he wiU ' 
jind how many absurd etymologies may be given to the 
word Stock. 
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Jtingdom ; but it was not before the laft cen- 
tury that the royal rcfidence was transferred 
from Upiala to this city. 

During the courfe of my travels, I have 
feen no town with whofe lituation I was fo 
mtlch ftruck ^s with that of Stockholm, for 
its lingular and romantic fcenery. This capi- 
tal, which is very long and. irregular, occu- 
pies, befide two penihfulas, feven fmall rocky 
iflands, fcattered in the Mseler, in the ftreams 
which iflue from that lake, and in a bay of the 
Baltic. A variety of contrafted and enchant- 
ing views are formed by numberlefs rocks of 
granite riling boldly from the furfece of the 
water, partly bare and craggy, partly dotted 
with houfes, or feathered with wood. The 
harbour is an inlet of the Baltic * the water is 
of fuch depth that Ihips of the largcft burthen 
c^n approach the quay, which is of confider- 
able breadth,, and lined with fpacious buildings 
•and warehoufes. At the extremity of the har- 
bour feveral ftreets rife one abOVe another in 
the form of an amphitheatre ; and the palace, 
a magnificent buildings crowns the fummit. 
Towards the fea; about two or three miles 
from the town, the harbour is cofttradled into 
a narrow ftrait, and, winSiifg among ' high 
-rocks, difappears from-me.firfit^i knd the.prof- 

v&t.iv. d" pea 



|4 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. Z. J^ 

ped is terminated by diftant hills, overfpread 
with foreft. It is far beyond the power of 
words, or of the pencil, to delineate thefe An- 
gular views. The central ifland, from which 
the city derives its name, and the Riddarholm, 
are the handfomeft parts of the town. Ex- 
. cepting in the fuburbs, where feveral houie^ 
are of wood painted red, the generality of the 
buildings are of ftone, or brick ftuccoed 
white. The royal palace, which ftands in 
the center of Stockholm, and upon the higheft 
fpot x)f ground, was begun by Charles XL : 
it is a large quadrangular ftone edifice; and 
the ftyle of architedure is both elegant and 
magnificent. The traveller, who is fond of 
the pidturefque in nature, will be charmed with 
many delightful points of view -, but with none 
more than that from an eminence in the South 
fuburbs, called the Mount of Mofes. From 
this enchanting fpot, the fpedator com- 
mands a bird's-eye view, almoft unparalleled 
in its kind, of the city and its various ifles, of 
the harbour, the channel; and the lake Madier, 
Arming an aflemblance of rocks, houfeSjf 
WDfid, fhips, and water, in all the variety of 
risg^d, beautiful, and rohiantic fcenery. 

::3Pcb. ^3. At feven in the evening we ac- 
companied the EngUih minifter. Sir Thomas 

Wroughton, 
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Wroughton, to court, to have the honour of 
being prefented to Guftavus III. All the 
company in the drawijig-room, the foreiga 
miniilers and ourfblves excepted, wore the 
luitional habit lately introduced into this 
country by his prcfent NUjefty. The drefs 
of the men refembles the old Spaniih, and 
confifts of a fhort coat, or rather jacket, z 
waiAcoat, a cloak, a hat with a feather ^ Id 
Henry IF. a fafh round the waift, a fword, 
large and full breeches, and rofes in the fhoes : 
the cloak is of black cloth edged with red 
iattin ; the coat or jacket, and breeches, are 
alfo black, ornamented with red ftripes and 
iMittons; the waiilcoa^ the iafh, the pinks 
at the knees, and rofes for the fhoes, are of 
red fattin. The drefs of the ladies is a black 
filk robe with flit fleeves puffed with white 
gauze, coloured fafh and ribbands. This is 
the ufual court apparel. On folemn feiUvals 
the men wear white or blue cloth or fattin, 
lifjied and flriped with red fattin ; the women 
white filk or fattin, with coloured ribbands 
apd faih. Th^ men, who have not been pre- 
fentcd at court, are dreffed almofl entirely in 
l?lack, without any red lining and ornamcpttSi 
and the w;omen of the fame defcription muf¥ 
wi »ppeac with the; white gauze fleeves. In 

13 2 oihct 
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Other refpedts, their attire is fimilar to that juft 
defcribed. 

About half pail feven,^the king and queen 
entered the drawing-room, both in the na- 
tional habit. His majefty paffed gradually 
from one end of the apartment to the other -, 
addrefled himfelf to different perfons with great 
vivacity; and faluted, according to the eti- 
quette of the court, every fenator's lady. 
Being prefented'to the king and queen, his 
majefty did us the honour to converfe with 
each of us for a confiderable time, with great 
condefcenfion and affability. At the con- 
clufion of this ceremony they withdrew into 
an adjacent apartment, and were followed by 
great part of the company. The king played , 
at trenfe et quarante with about twenty per- 
fons; and the queen fat down to ombre. 
About nine, their majefties quitted play, and, 
repairing' to another apartment, fupped in 
public : the princefs Sophia Albertina was 
the only perfon who fat down to table with 
them, that honour being on thefc occalions 
confined to the royal family. Oppofite to their 
majefties, at a fmall diftance from the lower 
end of the table, were ranges of taboarets or 
ftools for fenators' and ambafladors"' wives, no 
other ladies being permitted to fit, fo tliat none 

below 
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below thofe ranks ever make their appearance 
at thefe entertainments. 

The ftrwfteft adherence to form is obferved 
in this court: while many fovereigns of* 
Europe are endeavouring to retrench the 
cerempnies attendant on royalty, Guftavus III. 
has introdijced a degree 'of pomp and etiquette 
fimilar to that ufed at Verfailles, and hitherto 
unknown in this country. The king appears 
to poflefs too enlarged an underftanding to be, 
in this inftance, a fervile imitator of the. 
French : it is therefore more probable, that 
his motive for this conduit is in fome mea- 
fure political ; as the increafe of .royal prero- 
gative may have rendered it expedient to 
throw an additional fplendour round thie ma- 
jefly of the throne. During fupper the king 
talked almoft inccffantly with the Swedifli 
nobility, and the foreign minifters and gentle- 
men who flood near his perfbn. 

On the following Tviefday, at the famq 
ceremony of a drawing-foon^ and a public 
fupper, his majefty did me the honour to 
converfe with me above half an hour upon 
various points of the Swedifh hiftory. He 
delighted me with many lively remarks and 
judicious reflediions upon the different cha- 
racters of the kings of Sweden : and particu- 

P 3 larly 
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larly expatiated with rapture upon the emi- 
nent qiulities of Guftavus Vafa and Guftavus 
Adolphus, who fccmcd the favourite objeds 
of his admiration. Among other topics he 
mentioned the propofal made by Eric XIV^ 
to elpoufe our Elizabeth, and the fpleadid 
cmbaffy of that monarch's brothe^ John to 
London, for the purpofe of demanding her in 
marriage ; adding, that this tranfadlion had 
cfcaped the notice of many of the Englifl^ 
hiftoriansi and that even Hume, who in 
general pays greater attention to foreign af^ 
fairs, had touched on it only in a very curfory 
manner: he concluded by obferving, that 
Celfius, in his excellent Life of Eric XIV ** . 
had given a very curious and circuinftantiai 
account of Jolm's embafly, and of the whole 
correfpondence between Eric and Elizabeth. 

As our ftay at Stockholm was very fhort, 
I had no further opportunity of enjoying 
thofe agreeable and inftrudive converfations 
with which I might have been indulged by 
his majefty's uncommon condefcenfion. Guf- 
tavus IIL was born on the 24th of January. 

♦ The original of Ais excellent work is written in 
Swedifh i there is a French traftdation \Ai\A I read with 
great pleafur^ particularly the part to which the king al-* 
luded. Sec Hiftoirc d'Eriq XIV, par Olof Celfius. 
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1746 ; in 1771 afcended the throne upon the 
deniHe of his father Adolphus Frederic; and 
in tl^ courfe of the following year efieded 
the revolution which coniidauUy extended 
the regal ^thori£|r. By his qiieen» Sophia 
Magdakna, daughter of Frederic V. late king 
of Denmark^ he has iifue Guftavus Adolphu$, 
prince royal of Sweden, and Charles Gufbvus» 
fince deceafed. The other members of the 
royal £imily are his m^efty's brothers, prince 
Charles duke of Sundennahland, who efpouied 
Hedwige princefs of Lubec, prince Frederiq 
Adolphus duke of Eaft-Goth]amd> and a iifter, 
the princefs Sophia Albertina. 

The queen dowager, to whom we had the 
honour of being |Mrefented at her palace of 
Frederickfhof, and who i$ 0nce dead, was 
Louifa Ulrica, fifter to die king of Pruffia; a 
princefs who refembled her brother, as well 
in the futures of her countenance, as in thofe 
eniinent abilities which charaderize the houfo 
of Brandcnburgh. An unfortunate mifunder* 
ftandin^ had for fome time taken place be- 
tween her and his Swedifti majefty : it was 
chkily occafioned by the ambitious views of 
the queen dowager, who, accuftomed to rule 
the cabinet with abfolutc authority in the 
reign of her huflband, expefted to retain the 

D 4 iame 
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fame influence during that of her fon : but as 
the mcwiarch, I who had cnaancipated himfelf 
from the ihackles ^f an -^riftbcracy, had too 
much fpirit to be governed by a wdman ; the 
difappointment of hw views drew from he? 
frequent expoftulations and bitter remonftran^ 
ces; whichj^ joifted to circunlftjuices of too 
delicate a naturfe to be publicly mentioned, 
terminated at length in an open rupture, 
Hec majefty died at Stockholm in the month 
of July, 178a. ^ 

Agreeably to my Ufual attention' to tombs 
and monuments, I did not omit paying a vifit- 
to the fepulchres of the kings of Sweden, 
whofe remains are interred in the church of 
Riddarholm. The firft of thefe moftarchs 
is. Magnus Ladulas, fon of Birger Jarl, who, 
having forced his brother to abdicate, afcended 
the throne of Sweden in 1274, and died in 
1290, with the character of a "wife and pra- 
dent monarch ; although he entailed upon his 
kingdom a long feries of civil feuds and com* 
motions, by dividing it into .different fiefs, 
and beftoAving them upon his three icwis. 
His afhes are covered by a tomb of ftone, 
which flands before the altar; and near it is 
the fepulchre of Charles Canutfon, who was 
elefted king when the Swedes firft broke the 

union 
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union of Calmar. In his contcft for the 
crown he found fuch powerful rivals in the 
kings of Denmark, that, from the time of 
his firft afcending the throne to his death* 
S^Veden- w:as rent into two. violent parties, 
which, as they alternately, prevailed, Charles 
was one moment a king, and the next an 
exile ; and his depofitions and reilorattons . 
were fo frequent, that it -remains to be 
queftioned, whether, during the sra of his 
reign, he was not oftenera titular, dun a 
real fovereign. He was, however, in full 
poileilion of the regal authority, when he: died 
at Stockholl^ in 1 470 *. • 

The next fovereign, though after a long 
interval, whbfe remains are depofited in this » 
church, is Guftavus Adolphus, whofe cmi* . 
nent civil and military virtues raifcd Sweden • 
to the higheft degree of renown; and. who 
was one of thofe few princes that never en- - 
gaged in war but upon the jufteft grounds. , 
The greateft commander of an age, which* 
^bounded in great generals, he ftood up an 
advocate ^for liberty and toleration, againft 

. * The fuccecding fovcreigns of the Houfe of"* Vafa, 
excepting Charles IX. are interred at Upfala. See. 

Chapter yi, 

tyranny. 
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tyranny, pcrfecution, and bigotry; and laid 
the iirft foundation of that equal balance of 
jjowdv which was afterwards fettled by the 
peace of Weftphalia. In 1632 he finished 
his glorious career at the battle of Lutzeii^ 
in the 38th year of his age : being amongft 
the foremoft of the combatants, he received a 
ball in his left arm, but ftill kept the field 
lai another pierced him through the body* 
Many of the Swedes affert, and ftill believe, 
that this great monarch was treacheroufly 
killed by the duke of Saxe Lauenburgh^ 
who fought by his fide. Upon examining, 
however, the proofs advanced in favour of 
this aflcrtion, diey amount merely to vague 
conjedtures and uncertain traditions; and no 
fiibftantial evidence has been ever produced 
which might tend to criminate the duke: 
it is moe^ probable, indeed, that a ^neral, 
who was remarkable for his courage, and 
who raflily expofcd his peribn on all oc- 
cafions, ihould receive liis death from the 
enemy, than from one of his own aflb- 
dates ; unlefs the contrary ihould be cftabliih- ' 
ed upon the moft undoubted fads. 

A few years ago, prince Henry of Pruffia, 
being at Stockholm, defcended into the vault; 
and opened the coflin which contains the tfe- 

mains 
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xiiains of Gufbrus. A SwcdUh nobleman, 
who accompanied the prmce into the vault, 
aflured me, that the body was in a ftate of 
complete prefervation ; that the countenance 
ftill retained the moft perfeft refemblance to 
his pictures and coins; and particularly, that 
die whifkers and fhort pdnted beard, which 
he wore, according to the iafhion of the times 
in which he lived, were diftinfay vifible. A 
comijion obfcrver is ibuck with a reverential 
awe on beholding only the reprefentation of a 
deceafed hero remarkable for his great virtues ; 
what then muft have been the fenlations of 
prince Henry in contemplating the real re- 
mains of the great Guftavus, whom he admires 
and emulates ! 

In Guftavus Adolphus ended the male lui» 
of the Houfe of Vafa : fince his time all the 
monarchs of the female branch are interred 
in this church, excepting his daughter Chrif- 
tina *, who exhibits a ftriking example, that 
though it becomes all fovereigns to proteft 
the arts and fciences, yet that they deferve' 
cenfure if their literary purfuits interfere with 
the more neceflary occupations of government* 
111 Chriftina we fee a princefs difcrediting het 

♦ She was buried at Rome. 
8 great? 
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gpcat endpwmeute by a vain f)arade a^icj ^^c- 
tation. of fingularity,^ a.pofl:atizing to. a religion 
whicti ihe j^ff^ifted to ridicule and d^pife ; 
while upon the thrpne cJefirQus of a privat(^ 
flation;:.and after fliehad attained ii by a vo- 
Iwintary^ facrifice of her ., authority, inceflantly- 
repining,, and anxipits to recover, upon, the 
^oft humiliating cQndition$> that crown which 
fbe had fo capricioufly refigned, ; 

Charles. Guftavus, iij.yhofe fevour fhc ab* 
dicated, :and who is buried in a vault of the 
church, was. fon of ,Caiiniir:, prince palatine of 
the Rhine, and of Catharine, fifter pf Guftavus, 
A-dolphus. His conduft towards Chriftina 
was a mafter-piece of policy : he propofed to 
cfpoufe her, yet hoped that (he would not ac- . 
cept his propofals } openly remonftrated againft 
her abdication, yet fecretly contrived to fortify 
her refolutions ; and appeared leaft eager for . 
the crown in the.monaent when he was mpft 
ambitious to wear it. Bred in the military 
fchool of Germany, he inherited the warlike, 
rather than the civil virtues of his uncle Guf-. . 
tavus Adolphua -, and was one of thofe greats 
but reftlefs fpirits, who efteem war as the 
fole occupation worthy of a monarch; and 
who, while they are adding to their own lau- 
ids, difregard the miferies a.nd .^iftrelfes of 

their 
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their fubjefts. Under his adtniniftration, 
Sweden acquired an high ifcgree of renown ; 
and nothing lefs than the appearance of the 
Englifh and Dutch fkcts in the Baltic could 
have ftopped the pi'ogrefs of his arms 5 have 
jnterpofcd to fave Denmark ; or again reduced 
the baflance of the Northern pov^ers to its 
proper equilibrium- Airrefted in the midfl: of 
his career by a premature death, he expired at 
Gotheborg, on the 23d of February 1660, after 
a fhort reign of only fix years. 

" .Hn'ayoit," writes the hiftorian of. Den- 
mark, ** que trente-fix ans, et fes demi^fes 
^** arinees avoient ^te aufli occupees, ou plutot 
*' auiS agitees, que ks, precedentes avoient 
" ete tranquilles et oifives, Quand on con- 
** fidere tout ce que ce prince avoit feit pen- 
** dant ce court |5eriode de fa vie ; fa paflion, fes 
" talents pour la guerre* fon adtivite, fon am- 
•"^bition fans bornes, k refpedl et la terreur 
** qu^il avoit infpirds au dedans et au dehors 
'* de fes-etats, on ne pent s'empecher de re- 
" garder fa mort prematurce, comme un de cfs 
^* ^venemens auxquels etoit attach^ le fort 
" d'une grande par tie de T Europe : Et pour 
. ** ne parler que de la Su^de, a quel degr^ de 
" gloire et de mifere ne Teutril pa^ fans doufce 
" port^e, s*il eut fburni .la . c^rriere .que. k 

** nature 
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^ nature accorde a la plupart des hommes^ mais 
^^ que le ckl ^ns fa pitie refufe d'ordinaire aux 
'• conquerans. Quelques revcrs, ct la vue d'unc 
^* fin prochaine, avoient done eclair^ Charles 
•* Guftave fur la vanit£ de tous fes anxbitieuic 
'^ deiieins : en rccommondant a fts fuccefleur$ 
, •* dc fiiire piomptement la pabf, il donnoit 
** une grande le9on a fes pareils ; et c'eft 1^ 
'^ ikns doute le trait de fon hiftoire le plus 
^ predeux aux yeux de la raiibn et de Vbuma*- 
** nite*.V 

» Mallet Hiftoirc de Dannemarc, Vol. IXL p. 432. 
^ At his death he was only fix and thirty years ^ age, and 
^ die laft years of his life were as agitated as the preceding 
^ part had been tranquil* When we contemplate all the 
" aftions which diis prince performed during the (hort 
^< period of his exiftence ; his talents for war, his adivity, 
^ bis boundlefs ambition, die reiped and terror which he 
^ impre&d equally upon his fubje£b and his enemies, we 
^ muft confider his death as an event that could not but 
** aiFe£l the intereft of the greateft part of Europe : and with 
^ refye&. to Sweden, to what a degree of glory and wretch- 
^ cdnefs would he not have carried her, if he had attained 
^ that period of life which nature generally grants to die 
^ greateft part of mankind, biit which Heaven, in its com- 
** paflion, moft commonly refufes to conquerors. A reverfe 
*^ of fortune, and die approach of death, had fully expofed to 
^ him the vanity of his ambitious defigns. In recom- 
^ mending an immediate peace to his fucceiTor, he af- 
•* forded a moft ftriking klTon to other fovereignsj and 
^ diis perhaps is the m«ft exemplary particular of his 
** hiftory in the confideration of reafon and humanity." 

Hi* 
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His fon and fucceflbr Charles XL whofe 
remauis are depofited near thofe of his fitthetj 
has been reprobated by many foreign hiftori- 
ans as an odious tyrant ; but his cburadler^ if 
iniped«d without prejudicet fo £u- from de- 
ierving that imputation, will in many inftances 
merit our rcfped and eflecpi. An unfavour- 
able idea of hi& defpotic principles has been 
formed from his refiunptipn of many crown 
lands, which reduced ieveral families to po- 
verty ; and from his mode of liquidating the 
public debts, by railing the nominal worth of 
the coin without increaiing its real value* 
Although it cannot be denied that fomc of 
thefe meafures were oppreffive and violent: 
yet when we coniider the exhaufted fbite of 
the finances derived from the boundlefs pro- 
fufion of Chriilina * ; the ruinous wars oi 
Charles Guflavus, and the diforders of a long 
minority ; we cannot but aifent to the opinion . 
of the moil unprejudiced Swedes; that, though 
the reform introduced by Charles was in fbmc 
inftances prejudicial to individuals, yet upon 

* The principal nobles, during the minority of 
Charles XL tool^ advantage of a weak government to 
appropriate the few crown lands which Chriftina. had not 
aiienated, 

the 
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the whole it Was; falutary to the country; and 
that nothing lefs than the moft violent mea* 
iiires could have extricated his fubjcdls from 
the deplorable and exhaufted 'ftate to which 
they were reduced. In one point of view 
Charles merited and gained the love and efteem 
of his people : notwithftanding his natural ar- 
dour for military glory, ^ he almoft invariably 
perlifted in pacific meafures"* ; and while he 
preferyed * his own country from the horrors 
of war, mediated the peace of Europe. To 
Charles XL may be afcribed, what Boileau 
ialfely attributed to Louis XIV. that he was 

* " His peaceable conduft m^y perhaps more juftly be 
^ afcribed to the ftate of his affairs, than his own nature, 
,** whrch more powerfully inclines him to the fatigue of a 
^ camp, than the cafe of a court j and fuits better with a 
« m^rtral familiarity, than the (hews of grandeur, and the 
« Tolehinities of ftate.'* Bifliop Robinfon's Account of 
Sweden, 

' ^ His majefty's," fays Robinf©n,*» " moft diligent in* 
** fpeftion into all the affairs of his kingdom, befides that 
*' it makes all his minifters more- circumfpeft, hath gained 
** him a great ftock of experience. The fmalleft matter^ ' 
*^ are not below his notice ; and nothing of any moment is 
« concluded before he hath been confultcd: this is the 
" employment of all his time, fcarce any hour of the day 
'* paifing from five in the morning, when he conftandy - 
" rifes, in which bufinefs of one nature or other .is not 
" before him." 

hiff 
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his own minifter * ; and what could not have 
been faid of the French monarch without 
flattery, would not have been adulation, if the 
poet had applied it to . the Swedifli king* 
Charles was chafte, temperate, oeconqmical, 
vigilant, . and adive ; a patron of letters ; 
fevere, yet not implacable ; prohe to. anger, 
but eafily foftened. If we confider the in- 
terior adminiftration of affairs, Charles XI* 
was one of the wifeft monarchs who ever fat 
upon the throne of this kingdom. To him 
Sweden Hands indebted for many excellent 
regulations which ftill fubfift. In a word, he 
was what Philip of Macedon was' to Alex-^ 
ander, the pfecurfor of his fon's greatnefs, and 
the founder of his victories : for without the 
army which he had difciplined and improv- 
ed, and the treafure which he had colle<Eled, 
Charles XII. could never have withftood. the 
combined forces of all the Northern powers ; 
nor could he have puflied his concjucfts with 
that celerity which aftonifhed and confounded 
all Europe. Charles XL was bom on the 
25th of November 1655, and died on the 

* Et qui feuly fans mini/ire^ a P example des dieux, 
Svutiens tout par Toi^mevUy W vois tout par tes yeux* 

Boilci^u, Difcours au Roi. 

: V01-. IV, E 24th 
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24th of April 1697, aged 42 ; lamenting, it h 
iaid, upon his death-*bed, as the only reproach 
to his memory, the natural violence of his 
tcpiper *> which he had not fufficicntly cor- 
rected. 

The tomb of Charles XII. is a raifed fe- 
pulphre of dark marble j with, no other viri- 
fcription than his name : over it are laid in 
caft bronze a club and lion's (kin, which mark 
more forcibly than any words 

■ ' ■ ■ i " his unconquerable will 
« And courage never to fiibmit or yield f." 

tt woukl be needlefs to dwell upon a characr 
ler fo well known, as that of Charles XIL 
whofe ambition wa$ madnefs, and whpfe va-^ 
lour was ferocity, I ihall, therefore, confine 
myfelf to one anecdote atteiled by the moft 
refpedable authority %. 

Among many converfatipns with his £riend 
count Ponktowfki, the latter recoUeded oxiCp 
in which Charles, after various reflections 
Upon his brilliant AiccefTes, which he modefUy 

* Schloetzcr's Briefwcchfel, Vol. I. p. 147. 

f MiltQH* ' 

% I had the honour of receiving this anecdote from the 
king of P0U94 wh9 bad it from bis father count Ponia- 
towlki, 

- ' attributed 
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attributed rather to his good fortune than to 
his good conduift, cxprefled an intention of 
marrying; and planned for himfclf a lijfe of 
tranquillity in his own kirbgdom ; when he 
would pay greater attention to the interior 
adminiftration of ailairs, and endeavour to 
promote the real interefts of his fubjeds% 
This anecdote, which is unknown to all his 
biographers, will (how, that even his favage 
fpirit, that feemed to breathe nothing but 
war, was not always inienfible to more peace- 
ful comforts, and to the pleafing profpeft of 
domeftic happinefs. Whether this projeft 
was merely an idea of the moment, or ferioufly 
intended to be carried into execution, can- 
not now be afcertained ; but he certainly had 
removed its accomplifhment to a diftant pe-* 
riod : for, at the time of his fudden death, he 
was expedting with impatience the conclufioa 
of a treaty with Peter the Great ; not to re- 
ftore peace to his diftrafted country, but, in 
alliance with Ruflia and Spain, to dethrone 
the king of Poland, to feat the pretender upon 
the throne of Great-Britain, and to rekindle 
in Europe a general war. Charles XIL was 
killed at the fiege of Fredricfhall on the 30th of 
November 1718, in the 36th year of his age ; 
and it remains to this day uncertain whether 

E 2' he 
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he was ftiot by a ball from the enemy's batte- 
vksr or fell by the hands of an affaflin *. 

The remaining fovereigns who lie interred 
in this churchy are Ulrica Eleonora, fifter of 
Charles XI I. who afcended the throne of 
Sweden only to refign it to .her hufband 
Frederic L ; that monarch, and the late king 
Adolphus Frederic ; mere pageants of royalty, 
who wielded a fceptre without powe^r; and 
whofe hiftory contains little more than the 
aera of their fucceflion, and the time of their 
death. 

Befide the fovereigns of Sweden, this 
church contains the afhes of Baner, a general, 
who no lefs deferves mention than the moft 
illuftrious monarch ; if we eftimate his de- 
ferts by the fervice which he rendered to his 
country. 

' John Baner, of an illuftrious Swedifh family, 
was born in 1601 ; and, receiving a very ex- 
cellent education, made fo great proficiency in 
literature, that Guftavus Adolphus ufed to call 
him his learned general. Whilft a boy, he 
attradled by his magnanimity the notice of that 
monarch, who pronounced him formed for 
great events, and placed him in the army; 

* See the next chapter.. 

where 
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where he foon fignalized himfelf in fo parti- 
ticular a manner, that, under twenty years of 
age, he was employed by him in many cri- 
tical enterprizes, which required no lefs dex- 
terity than bravery. After the death of Guf- 
tavus, he fupported, as commander in chief^ 
the luftre of the Swedifh arms by a feries of 
viftories, which raifed his military charadler 
higher than that of any general of the age. 
. He fuftained this reputation undiminiihed 
f until his death, which carried him off at Hal- 
berftadt on the loth of May 1641, in the 
40th year of his age. Baner was not infen- 
fible of the glory which he had acquired by , 
his great adtions ; but ufually fpoke of them 
v/ith great modefty. He was accuftomed to 
fay, that he never formed any expedition, nor 
hazarded an aftion, without the moft reafon- 
able hopes of fuccefs. He was equally fear- 
ed and beloved by the ibldiers; and always 
infpired them with the mdft unbounded 
confidence. At the head of his troops he 
aded folely from himfelf, and without de- 
pendence; and would rather have refigned 
the command, than have been diredted in his 
military operations by the orders of the ca- 
binet. '* Why do ye think," he would fay 
to his confidents, " that G^llas and Picolo- 

E 3 ic T^Q^i 
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<* mini cannot be fuccefsful againft me, but 
'• bccaufe they dare not adt without the con-» 
«* fcnt of the Imperial niiniftry." He had 
the abfolute difpofal of all commiflions ; and 
eftablifhed in general a regular order of pro-, 
motion: he was humane to the vanquiiheci 
enemy, extremely cautious not wantonly to 
gxpoft his troops to ad:ion ; and blamed thofQ 
generals whg in fi?ges facrifice the lives of 
their n>en in order to raife their own military 
ch^radter. But though he was thus fparing 
of his fol4iers' blood, he was no lefs liberal of 
his own ; being hinafelf the braveft perfon in 
his army, ^nd too .frequently feeking danger 
with a degree of raflinefs fcarcely pardonable 
$n a general, but which he inherited from 
his m2^ft?r in the art of war, the great Guf- 
tavus. 

In pur yifits to the Swedifh nobility, we 
found the fame politenefs and hofpitality as 
ftmong the Poles and Ruffians, although niuch 
lefs magnificence and expence in their houfes, 
retinue, and entertainments, which arifes from^ 
a circumftance that muft give pjeafure to 
every friend of humanity. The poffeffion of 
land not being in this country, as in Poland 
snd Ruffia, appropriated to any particular de-^ 
fcription of men^^ property is jnpre equa% 

diffufedj 
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difHiied; and fuch vaft acctimuktions of 
wealth or extent of domains do siot center in 
the hands of a few grandees. 

Dtring our continuance at Stockholm, one 
flay excepted, in which it fnowed, we enjoyed 
as fine fpring weather as I erer experienced 
in England. This fiivouiable ftate of the 
atmofphere is exceedingly uncommon at fb 
early a feafon in this Northern climate ^, where 
£reqttaltly the ihow remains upon the ground 
until the month of April 1 it was tb us pe- 
culiarly agreeable, as it enabled us to. make a 
few excurfions into the adjacent country, 
wUch, although in many parts defolate and 
barren, is always^ rudely romantic; and fre^ 
quently exhibits, amidft a magnificent affitm^ 
blage of rocks, lakes, and foreft, agreeable ipotn 
of corn and pafture, numerous villages, and 
.iarm-houfcs. 

The Royal Academy of Sckndes a* Stock- 
holm owes its inftittttbn to fix perfons of 
diftinguifhcd learning, amongfir whom was 
the celebrated Linnaeus: they originally met 
on the 2d of June I739f formi4d a private 
ibcicty, in which fome difiertations were read ; 

* Stockholm is fitaited in- 59 degrees 20 minutes of 
sorthern k^tude. 

E 4 and 
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and in -the ktter end of the fame year their 
firft publication niade it& appearance. As the 
meetings continued and the members encreaf- 
cd, the foctety attrafted the notice of the king ; 
and was, on the 31ft of March 1741, incor- 
porated under the name of the Royal Swedi/h 
Academy. Not receiving any penfion froni 
the crown, it is only under the protection of the 
king, being directed, like our Royal Society, 
by its own' menibers. It has now a large 
fond, which has chiefly arifen from legiacies 
And other donations; but a profeffor of ex- 
perimental philofophy, and two fecretaries, 
are ftill the only perfon^ who receive any iala- 
ries. Each of the members refident at Stock- 
holm bfecomes^ prefident by rotation, and con- 
tinues in office during three months. There 
are two fpccies of members, home and fo- 
reign ; the ekiftion of the former is held in 
April, aend of the latter in July : no money is 
paid at die time of admiflion. The differta- 
tions. read at each meeting are collected and 
:publi{hed four times in the year; they are 
written in the Swedifh language, and printed 
in oftavo, and the annual publications make 
a volume. The firft forty volumes, which 
were finilhed in 1779, are called the Old 
Tranfaftions ^ for in the following year the 
' • ' title 
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title was changed into that of New Tranf- 
adions. The king is fometimes prefcnt at 
the ordinary meetings, and particularly at the 
annual aflembly in April for the ele<ftio/i of 
members. Any perfon who fends a t^eatife 
which is thought wbrthy of being printed, 
receives the tranfad:ions for that quzj^ict gratis, 
and a filver medal ; which is not ^^fteemed for 
its value, being worth only three fhillings^ 
but for its rarity and the honour conveyed by 
it. All the papers relating to agriculture arc 
put forth feparately under the title of Oecono^ 
mica oBa ; of thefe, three volumes have been 
already publiflied in 1775, '^^777^ ^779- 
Annual premiums, in money and gold me- 
dals, principally for the encouragement of 
agriculture and inland trade, are alfo diflribut- 
ed by the Academy. The fund for thefe 
^ prizes is fupplied from private donations. 
. Sweden contains the three univerfities of 
Upfala, Lund, and Abo ; and twelve femina- 
ries for the education of youth, called Gym^ 
najia, of which fix were founded by Chriftina. 
In every large town there is alfo a fchool 
maintained at the expence of the crown,. in 
which boys generally continue until they 
have attained the age of eleven, when they arc 
fcnt to the Gymnafia, and from thence, at 

about 



58 TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. y. 

^dKxie lixteen> to one of the umveriities. In 
the Gynrnqfidj and many of the greater fchools^ 
the Greek, Latin, and Hebrew languages are 
laught. The bifliops^ infped: thefe feminaries 
and firhools in their refpedtive dioceies, in 
wliich they are bound to refide. 

Be£>re my departure from StpcklK>hn I was 
introduced* to Mr* Oehrling, a Swede born at 
Arieplog, a fmall. village of Lapland ; he* had 
received his education in the univerfity of 
Up£da» and is a peribn of considerable know-* 
kd^. He was at that time employed in 
compiling a Lapland, Swedifh, and Latin 
Dictionary, which was publifhcd at Stockholm 
in 1780 s a work highly ufeful, and extremely 
curious, to aU perfons verfed in the ftudy of 
langu^es*, Mr. Oeh^rling fpoke the Latin 
and French tongues with great fluency : I had 
the iatisfadion of convcrfing with him, and 
received from him the following information 
relative to Lapland and its inhabitants. 

The Laplanders-call themfelves Salme-Same, 
and Samen-Almatjch. Their country they de-? 

* Lexicon Lappon'tcum cvm Interpretatione Voc^bulo* 
rum Sueco-Latina et Indice Su^cano Lapponico, illuftra- 
nim Praefatione Latino- Suecana Johannis Ihre, nee noa 
auftum Grammatica Lapponico a Dom. Erico Lindahl, et 
Johamie Oebritng* 

a nominate 
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nominate Same-JLanda or Same--aediiam ; the 
Swedes flyleirtiapland or-Lappniarkcn,and the 
inhabitants Laj^ar. The natives of thofe dif- 
trifts- under the dominion of Sweden and Den« 
rii^k are Lutherans ; while many of thofe who 
ai^e fubjedts toRuffiaare Ml Pagans* Swediih 
jpapland contains about eight churches, which 
in ibme parts lie at Co great a diftance from 
elach other, that a native is frequently obliged 
to travel three days in order to attend divine 
ferviC€i. Lapland, in general, is a vgft region^ 
but very thinly peopled. Near the Gulf the 
country is ^ompofcd chiefly of granite rock^ 
or is ftrewed over with detached mafles of 
that ftone. The whole &ce of the inland is 
overfpread with inamenfe tradts of foreft; con- 
fifting chiefly of firs, larch, and imall beech^ 
interfperfed with numerous lakes, whidi a- 
bound with fifh. It yields pafl:ure, and af- 
fords fbme corn, chiefly rye and buck-wheat ; 
and is capable of producing a greater quantity, 
if more of the natives could be induced to 
leave their wandering way of life, and cultivate 
the ground* The winter is very long and 
tedious> lafting nearly nine months : the fhow 
frequently^ begins to fell towards the latter' 
end of Auguft, and remains upon the ground 
Jill the middle of May, The people are part- 
ly 
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ly fettled, and in part wild and roving:, the 
latter live in tents made with coarfe cloth;;' 
the former are fixed in fmall villages near the 
lakes, and chiefly follow fifhing. They build 
their cottages fomewhat in the fhape of a 
cone, by .placing a circle of large trees or 
poles ailant in* the . earth, and clofe to each 
other, fo that their tops meet, and form a 
fmall vent for the ifliie of the fmoke : they 
, cover the ground within with branches of 
trees. In fummer their clothes are made of 
xoarfe cloth; in winter of the {kins of rein- 
deer*. In fpring their food confifts prin- 
cipally 

* In the Flora Lapponica Linnaeus fays, " Perhaps the 
^ curious reader will wonder how the people in Lapland, 
^ during Jthe terrible cold that reigns there in winter, can 
*' preferve their lives ; fince almoft all birds, and even fome 
," wild beafts^defert it at that time. The Laplander, not only 
" in the day, but through the whole winter nights, is obliged 
^ to wander about in the woods with his herds of rein-deer; 
' ^ for the rein-deer never come under cover, nor eat any 
*' kind of fodder but a particular kind of liverwort. Qn 
" this account the herdfmen are under a neceiEty of living 
." continually in the woods, ifi order to take care of their 
« cattle, left they fliould be devoured by wild beafts. The 
** Laplander eafily docs without more light, as the fnow 
*' refle6ls the rays that come from the ftars, and as the 
" Aurora Bore alls ill jimi nates the air every night with a 
** great variety of figures. No part of our body is more 
" eafily deftroyed by coW than Ae extremities of the limbs, 

" which 
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cipally of the eggs of water-fowl, which are 
extremely plentiful in thofe parts ; in fiimmcr 
and autumn, of the birds themfelves, and of - 
various others of the partridge tribe ♦ ; and in 

winter 

'* which are moft remote from the fun of this microcoim^ 
*« the heart. The kibes that happen to our hands and 
*« fett, fo common in the northern parts of Sweden, prove 
<^ this. In Lapland you will never fee fuch a thing, al« 
** though, were we to judge by the fituation of the coun- 
^ try, we fhould imagine juft the contrary ; efpecially as 
** the people wear no ftockings, as we do, not only fingle, 
^ but double and triple. The Laplander guards himfelf 
^^ againft the cold in the following manner. He wears 
, ** breeches made of rein-deer fkins with the hair on, reach- 
" ing down to his heels; and fhoes made of the fame 
«' materials, the hairy part turned outwards. He puts into 
** his fhoes jlender^eared broad-leaved cyperus grafs^ carex 
« veficaria^ Spec. PL (or the Bladder Carex), that is cut 
*' in fummer and dried. This he firft combs, and rubs 
*« in his hands, and then places it in fuch a manner, that it 
" not only covers his feet quite round, but his legs alfo ; 
" and being thus guarded, he is quite fecured againft the^ 
" intenfe cold. With this grafs . they fluff their gloves 
*' likewife, in order to preferve their hands. As this 
** grafs keeps off the cold in winter, fo in fummer it 
*' hinders the feet from fweating, and at the fame time 
« preferves them frgm being annoyed by ftriking againft 
*' ftones, &c, for their (hoes ire very thin, being madci 
«« not of tanned leather, but th0 raw hide." Stillingfleet's 
Trafts, p. 137, 138. 

* " About autuiijn, when the lakes of Lapland begin to 
** freeze, the water-fowl, which are found there in great 

" abundance. 
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winter of the milk and flelh of the rein-deer, 
and dried fifh: bread, which till very lately 

«*^ abunijance, migrate towards the South; and upon the 
** fx& opening of the (pring, they return in large flocks to 
" their prior habitations, where they find a plentiful fub- 
•* fiftence from the grubs of the gnats. Thefe grubs too 
** ferve foic the food of the tetraonesy or partridge tribe, 
« thoufends' whereof,' and even myriads, are daily taken, 
« and fent to Stockholm. Thefe birds are caught in 
** fuch large quantities by the Laplanders, as to fupply 
•* them with their ordinary provifion in autumn, as the 
** eggs of th6 water-fowl are their fupport in fpring." 

Holberg, 
*' Thofe who have not ken it, will fcarce believe what 
« numbers of water-fowl are to be met with upon this 
** rivetg, to which the lake gives its name ; and my water- 
•* men would every now and then put in to fhore, to look 
*' for the eggs of wild ducks and geefe amongft the reeds, 
" which grow here and there upon the river fide, or in the 
« little iflahds which in feveral places arc formed in the 
« middle of the river ; and that after the manner of the Lap- 
♦' landers, who get vaft quantities of thefe eggs, and of the 
•* wild fowl too, when in feafon, as the old ones in winter^ 
" and the goflings and young ducks in fummer, which 
" they have feveral ways of killing : but the moft common, 
** and what they are the moft expert at, is the fhooting 
** them with their -arrows, as they do their land ones ; and 
** indeed the Laplanders are fuch excellent archers, and their 
*« prey is fo very plenty, that fhould one of them go oiit a 
*' fhooting for two hours, and not' bring home a load of 
«« game, he would certainly conclude that fome enchanter, 
" who bore him a grudge, had out of mere fpite fpoiled his 
« fport." Motraye's Travels, Vol. II. p. 301. 

was 
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was totally unknown to them» now makes a 
part of th^ir uTual diet. In winter^ thej 
journey in fmall fledges, made in the form 
o{ boats, drawn by rein-deer. Thofc anknals 
will travel almoft the whole day without 
food, and only occafionally moiften their 
mouths with the fnow : they do nc«, how« 
ever, draw the fledge with fuch fwiftneis as 
is generally imagined j their common pace 
being at the rate of about four miles in tho 
hour*. In fummer they feed upon grafles 
and alpine plants, in winter upon the JicIfM 

^ « Moft of the rein-deer ufed for draught arc ctflratol 
*^ when very young, and arc larger and fatter than tbt 
^ bucks : In the winter the Laplanders drive their caftrateif 
^^ deer in their fledges : they harnefs them by a rope &ftenedl 
^ to a collar, and carried between their legs; and dir&3t 
" them by means of a bridle fattened t|o their horns. Each 
*' deer can draw the weight of one pe^fon, but rarely more. 
** If he is prefTed, he will travel ttn or twelve Swedifli 
*^' miles (70 or 84 Englifh miles), but by fuch hard driving 
" is generally deftroyed. It, however, frequently happens^ 
" that he will perfevere in his journey 50 miles without in- 
^ termiffion, and without taking any refrefhment. He is 
** weak in the back, being fatigued with the weight even of 
" a faddle : for which reafon the Laplanders, whenever they 
♦* travel in fummer, and fledges cannot be ufed, lay acroS 
^^ the animal's back a pole, upon which they failen a fmall 
** burden/' See Holberg's Account of the Cervus Ta- 
fandus in Amccnit. Academ. Vgl. I. p, i69, 

rangtferinus^ 
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rangtfirinus^^ or rein-deer lichen, and its 
varieties, which are fb abundant as in many 
parts almoft totally to cover the ground for 
the fpace of fevcral miles -f- ; and which the 
iagacious animal difcovers under the fnow by 
the peculiar acutenefs of its fmelL I was 
ferther infonhed by Mr. Oehrling, that the 
Laplanders, before their converlion to Chrif- 
tianity, which was not till lately introduced 
amongft them, poffeffed no books or manu- 
fcripts, though they knew many traditional 
hiftories and fongs of antient heroes and 
princes, who once reigned over them; but 
involved^in great uncertainty, and mixed with 
the moft fabulous accounts. They have now 

* For the oeconomical and fcientific defcription of this 
Lichen, the reader is referred to Lightfoot's Flora Scotica, 
Vol. II. p. 877.. Hagen's Tentamen Hiftoriae Lichenuih, 
P. cxxvi. and particularly to Linnaei Flora Lapponica, 
P» 332 5 from whofe accurate and comprehenfive account 
fubfequent authors have principally derived their informa- 
tion. 

f ** Nullum vcgetabile in tota Lapponia tanta in copia 
** reperitur ac haec Lichenis fpecies, et quidem primario in 
^ fylvis, ubi campi fteriles arenofi vel glareofi, paucis pinis 
^ confiti, ibi enim non modo videbis campos per fpatium 
** unius horae, fed fsepe duorum triumve milliarium, nives 
« inftar albos, folo fere hocce Lichene obdudlos. Sic 
^ natura feptentrionis quafi inclinat in albedinem, frigoris 
«* amafiam.'* Flora Lappon. 

a traijf- 
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a tranflation of the New Teftament in their 
language; and many of the natives are able 
to read and write. Upon my queftioning 
him about the Lapland tongue, * he anfwered 
with fome diffidence, " that though he imd- 
" gined we are in general too apt to form an 
^* kafty opinion of two languages being de- 
•' rived from the fame flock, becaufe a few 
" words in both arie fimilar, when perhaps 
** the idiom and conftrudtion are totally op- 
" pofite ; neverthelefs, there appeared to him 
" fufficient reafons f6r concluding that the 
** Finnifli and Lapland tongues were dialeds 
'* only of one and the fame original." But 
what was moft remarkable, he was of opi- 
mon that the Lapland idiom had an un- 
doubted . affinity vrith the Hungarian ; for 
Sainovits^ a learned Jefuit, and a native of 
Hungary, who had accompanied the cele- 
brated aftronomer. Father Hell, into Lapland, 
to obferve the Tranfit of Venus, has demon- 
ilrated that die Hungarian and Lapland idi- 
oms are the fame*: and he himfelf hath 
likewife publifhed a treatife upon the fame 
fubje(fl-f-. I regretted that time would not 

♦ Johannis Sainovits, &c. Demonftratio idioma Unga* 
rorum et Lapponum idem eife. ' 

+ Diifertatio Academica de convenicaiia Linguae Hun-, 
garicae cum LapponicsL ..." 

.Vol. IV. J? permit 
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permit the learned Swede to enter into a 
detail of all the reafons which had kdueed 
him to adopt this hypothefis: but we pwy 
conclude, that ftrong probability Iks qp thisv 
fide of the queftion; when we find a njltive 
of Hungary, and a Swede born ia Laptand, 
both men of letters^ and both well verfed in 
the two dialeds, affirming it from their own 
convidtion^ without any intercourfe or coW 
lufion. Having both treatifes in my poflefllon, 
which are extremely rare, I ihall compfife, 
in a fhort compafs, the arguments which 
feem to prove the firailarity of the two lan- 
guages. ^ 
. It muft not be fuppofed that a Laplander 
entering Hungary, or an ilungarian trayelling 
into Lapland,; would be immediately jjnder- 
ftood by the natives : for though th? J^;^- 
bitants of thefe two countries fhoulcj be un- 
queftionably allowed to be branches from the 
iame ftock * ; yet, a^ the feparatign fron* 
that original took place at a time whed liiey 
had no alphabet^ it muft ftxllow,. fi-^ai tl^ 
gradjial change which all languages necefikrily 

* No perfon in the leaft donVerfent in the ftudy of Ian* 
gu:^ges profumes t6 doubt that the Engliih, German, 
Dutch, Swedifh, and Danifh are all derived from the antient 
Gothic or Teutonic, and ytt diefe different nations do not 
lin^erftand each other* ... 

:• . undergo 
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uockfcgp in the laj>ie of time, and by the 
^d9ption^ of words from the neighbouring 
oatiopBf that each peopk could never have 
reuinod /Sbpantt^ly a// the primitive chara£te^ 
lipids of their original toi^ue* It is fuf&cient, 
]f» . in the general mode of pronunciation, in 
the fimilarity of many words, and in the gram-> 
cuttcal flra(^re of the phrafes, both nations 
retain a ftrong degree of rcfemblance; and 
thus much appears to be the cafe in the 
Hungarian and Lapland idioms> 

In the firft place» the pronunciation of the 
Lapland tongue is fo extremely peculiar and 
difficult, that a Swede or Dane, unlefs edu-« 
tated from their infancy in the country^ aft 
liever attain it; whereas Sainovits was able 
to catch the genuine accent without the leaft 
difficulty, although^ before his arrival in the 
country^ he had not the leaft acquaintance 
with their language; the articulation in many 
irefpedts being fo perfectly familiar to him, 
that, to ufe his own expreffion, ** while he 
•* heard them converfing, he thought he was 
** in h^s own country *•" The next proof 

* «* Interea, quamvis Lapponibus voces enunciandi 
^ modus flngularis prorfus fit, mihi tamen ita fiunili^ris ac* 
^^ cidit, ut, dum ipfos fermocinantes audirem, in patria, 
*^ inter Ungaros, mic verlari crcderem,*' P. 14* 

F2 <«f 
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of their affinity rcfls upon the limilarity of 
particular words plainly proceeding from the 
fame ftock. 'Of thefe Sainovits has given a 
vocabulary, comprizing 1 50 common to both, 
and whofe refemblance cannot be doubted* 
As thefe expreffions fell under his obfervation 
during a (hort refidence in the country ; it is 
probable that, if he had continued there a 
longer time, he would have difcovered many 
more. The two idioms arfc further demon- 
ftrated to be the £ime, from a furprizing 
agreement in the declenfion of nouns; in 
the comparifon of adjedives; in a peculiar 
ufc of numerals, pronouns, affixes, fuffixes, 
and prepofitions ; in the mode of conjugating 
verbs 4 and in the auxiliary verbs ; for in all 
thefe circumftances the two people differ as 
much from the nations bordering upon both^ 
as they are analogous to each other: ** So 
" that we may venture to conclude," adds 
Oehrling, " that the German does not ap- 
" proach hearer to the Swedifh, or the Chal- 
** dean to the Hebrew, than the Lapland to 
** the Hungarian." * 

From thefe premifes the fame ingenious 
author concludes, " that the Laplanders are 
« undoubtedly defcended from the Huns ; al- 
** though the precife time in which they fe- 

parated 
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/* paratcd from the other branches of that 
^^ numerous nation cannot be afcertained." 
He ventures, however, to conjcdtore, that 
fbme of thofe people penetrated into thefc 
regions long before the Huns, under Attila 
and his fucceflbrs, occupied Pannonia, fince 
called from them Hungary j that they pro- 
bably inhabited the fouthern parts of Sweden, 
and being driven towards the north by the 
Goths under Oden, retired to the alriioft im- 
pervious mountains and inclement cold of 
Lapland j where they were no longer purfued 
by their iavaders. Being fettled in thofe 
parts, their language, by a perpetual inter- 
courfe with the Swedes and Norwegians, be- 
came gradually intermixed with foreign words, 
and fplit into different dialects ; ftill retain- 
ing, however, evident traces of the original 
fpoken by ^|>e Hurjs *, of whom they \Yere a 
branch, • 

♦. The HunSj before they penetrated into Hungary, in- 
habited the inland parts of Siberia, atxd from thofe quarters 
they probably paiTed through European Ruffia, Livonia, 
Efthonia, Finland, and Sweden. In Livonia and Efl-hqnla 
9 language fimilar to the Finniih ftill exifts y as well as,, 
among feyeral tribes of Siberia, an idiom n^ch has grea( 
affinity with the Hungarian, ftill prevails^ 

F 3 P O S T^ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

pURING my former travels into thefe 
parts, I was prevented by the earlinefs of the 
fcafon, and the difficulty of croffirig the lake 
Macler, from vifiting the palace of Drotning- 
holm; but in my i^cond tour I had leveral 
opportunities of fatisfying my curiofity. 

The palace of Drotningholm, the favourito 
refidencc of the king, is fituated upon thd 
ifland of Drotningholm or Queen's Ifland, in 
the lake Maeler, about ten Englifli miles fron^ 
Stockholm. The pafTage acrofs the Jake to 
the ifland is near a mile. 

The palace was originally built by Hedwigc 
Eleonora, queen of Charles the Tenth ; but 
has been greatly improved and enlarged by 
fiicceeding fovereigns, and particularly by his 
prefent majefty, who has added a theatre, and 
feveral other buildings* The apartments are 
more comfortable than magnificent. The 
king's private library contains an ufefiil collec- 
tion of modem books. A cabinet of natural 
• hiftory adjoining to the library is finally but 
remarkable as having been arranged and de- 
fcribed by Linnaeus. 

'• '^ ' ' The 



Thts Aate ftpAronents contain paintings of 
the battles of Charles the Eleventh, the coro- 
nation of that monarch, and the portraits of 
^e principal generals who ferved under Charles 
die Twelfth, by Ehrcnfwald. 

The garden * is chiefly laid out in ftrait 
walks, excepting a fmall part, which is called 
the Engliih garden, and was forming in a 
fenciful imitation of our ftyle. 

In the midft of the garden is a fpot called 
Canton, which has bren too pom{x>ufly de- 
fcribed by many travpllers* It receives that 
denomination from ieveral buildings in the 
Chinefe tafte, difpofed in a femicircular form, 
and <feAed by the late king: they contaiA 
fcveral large Chinefe figures, 'and vafes of very 
Valuable porcelain. In thefe apartment^ his 

* The king has fhewed a finer tafte in thi gardensr of 
Haga, a villa belonging to his majefty, which have been 
laid out under his owii direction in a ftyle more refembling 
Eti^liih pl^Aire^^round^, dian any which fell under my 
observation abro^ The walks w carried by die fide of 
a lake, and through the woodsy by a gradual and gently* 
beliding outline. 

Haga, though a Virooden building, is one of the king'^ 
moft favoured villas, endeared to him as being the place 
iprfierehe confulted widi his particular friends on the beft 
means for cffefting the revolution of 17.72, and from which 
he took the title of Count de Haga, which he aflUmed 
during his travels« 

F 4 majefty 
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majcfty invites fclcd parties to dinner and fup- 
per, when he lay? afide his etiquette. 

On the 8th we paiTed the whde day at 
Drotningholm, according to the tedious forms 
of Swedifti etiquette, to which his majefty is 
fo much attached. We fet off fuU-drefled 
from Stockholm at eleven; and, as thevv^eather 
was fhowery, the embarkation in the foreign 
minifter's barge was rather difagreeable. 

We found the drawing-room crouded with 
company to congratulate the king on his late 
arrival from his travels. It was gala day^ and 
we faw the court in a^l its fpleiidor. The - 
gala drefs of the court fot both men and wo- 
men is blue filk and fatin, with white lining 
and ornaments. The company appeared to " 
a ftranger as if they. w?re habited for a 
mafquerade. 

. After church the king made his appearance. 
His majefty wore a fancy drefs of purplifh 
filk, much embroidered with gold \ for the 
king, while he has limited his fubjefts to par- 
ticular colours, affumes the liberty of vary- 
ing his own drefs with all the tints of the 
rainbow. 

On my being prefented, his majefty did me 
tlie honour to converfe with me in the moft 
gracious manner; recolledted having feen me 

before 
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before in Sweden ; talked to me of the docks 
of Carlfcrona, and aiked me if I had feen the 
dock of Toulon ; adding^ ^* It is not for me to 
*' bjoaft, but in my eftimatbn the works of 
^' Toulon arc trifling in comparifon with thofc 
** of Carlfcrona. We do not boaft-of piftures 
** and ftatues, but we can fhew the works at 
** Trothaeetta, Carlfcrona, and Sveaborg." 
. Soon after he repaired to a large ialoon» 
dined in public, with the queen and royal £1* 
mily, and converfed with the foreign mi- 
nifters, who furrounded his chair. At two he 
rofe from table ; and we dined with the great 
marihal, who keeps a public table on thefir 
occafions. 

About half paft five we were prcfented to 
the prince royal, who, although fcarcely fix 
years old, went through the forms of a draw- 
ing-room with wonderful eafe and addrefs for 
fo young a perfon. 

We afterwards repaired to the Swedifh 
opera of Iphigenia in Aulis, tranfiated from the 
French, and the words adapted to Gluck's 
mufic. The theatre is fmall but neat; the 
flage was well filled, and the piece well per- 
formed. 

At the conclufion of the opera we embarked 
ii> a covered barge, croiTed the water in the 

rain» 
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nin, got into our carriage, and ^ved at 
Stockholm about midnight. S^ch is the ne* 
ccflary etiquette of the Swedifh court; hut 
libc king contrives aa much as poflible to re- 
lieve the ertnui of the day by the afiabiiity of 
his mannersji and the vivacity.of I^is convef- 
&tion, 

Tl^e prefent king has paid great attention tok 
the literature and langmge of his native coun* 
try. He has conftm<fted> at a confiderahlei 
cxpence, an opera-houfe in Stockholm^ for the 
reprefentation erf" operas in the Swedifh lan- 
guage. The building is fmall, but well ar- 
ranged, and will contain about eight hundred 
Ipedators. The ornaments, fcenes, and deco** 
lotions, are extremely rich and elegant. The 
troop, confidering the recency of the efiablifli^ 
ment, will no doubt greatly improve, as the 
king; loves and encourages theatrical reprefen- 
tations,and has compofed feveral pieces for the 
fta^fei-'^' 

The polite arts have made their way into 
Sweden, and flourifh under the king's pa-^ 
tfonagc. . - . 

Among the living artlfts who tdo honour to 
their country, mull be mentioned Mr. Sergelli 
a ftatuary, who paffed fome time at Rome at 
the king's expence, and is now fettled at 

Stockholm. 
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Stockholm, His wc^k-fhop contained feveral 
Attues s(nd models, which prove his tafte in, 
^i^ing the fpirit of the antique, I particu-, 
hrly admired a moft elegant Cupid and Pfyche; 
Otriades, in the agonies of death engraving 
upon his buckler, with the point of his lancr. 
Ail TfewwM«, « To the God of Vidoiy/* his 
Countenance expreffing a fine aflemblage of 
pain, fiirmounted by courage ; a buft of Guf- 
tavus Adolphus, round which the prince toyal 
18 entwinmg a wreath of laurel, in the true 
ipirit of the antique. 

Mr. Sergell is likewiie employed in fuperin* 
lending and finifhing the equeilrian iktue of 
Guftavus Addphus in bronze, after the defign 
of Archeveque, a celebrated French ftatuaiy; 
fince d^. It is of a coloflal fizc *, and re- 
prefents Guftavus Adolphus, the favourite hero 
of Sweden, in complete armour, excepting his 
head/ which is encircled with laurel ; his right 
fiand holds a truncheon pointing ddwnwards: 
The hero fits well on the horfe, and the ani- 
mal has great Ipirit. 

♦ The following are its dimenfions: Height, from the 
bottom of the pedcftal to the top of the hero's head, forty 
feet ; from the bottom of the horfe*s feet to the top of the 
hero's head, eighteen feet j height of the hero, if ttandingi 
fourteen feet ; length of the horfe, from the. head to the 
crupper, ten feet. Figure of Oxenftiern, nine feet. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sergell has added to the original defign 
the figures of Hiftory, pointing to an infcrip^ 
.tion on the pedeftal ; and Axel Oxenftiern, the 
celebrated chancellor, who was no ; lefs,^ pre- 
eminent in the cabinet than his mafter Guf- 
tavus Adolphus in the field. 

Mr. Sergell informed me, that the original 
plan of Archeveque was to reprefent a Vi<3x)ry. 
on horfeback, preceding and crowning Guf-^ 
tavus Adolphus on horfeback -, a fublime idea^ 
bold, and perfedlly new for a ftatuc* The 
plan was at firft accepted by the ftates, but 
afterwards altered, becaufe it was thought im- 
poflible by the perfon employed to caft it. 
Mr. Sergell expatiated with great enthufiafin 
on the boldnefs and fublimity of this plan, and 
feemed by no means to confider it as imprac^ 
ticable. 

Mr. Sergell has been lately employed by the 
king in executing a monument to the memory 
of Des Cartes, which is erefted in one of the 
churches of Stockholm. Above is the medal- 
lion of Des Cartes, and beneath an angel tak- 
ing a veil from the globe, and illuminating it 
with a torch j a fublime idea, fimply expreffing 
the effed: of philofophy in enlightening the 
human race, but weakened by the angel's 
pointing to " Stockholm," written in golden 

charadters. 
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charaders. For the tomb itfclf fufficicntly 
jMTOvcd, that the phUofopher died * at Stock- 
faohn ; and th6 appropriation of the light of 
philofophy to a particular fpot^ fubftitutes what 
is pardal and confined to what is general and 
comprehenfive. 

The royal academy of painting and fculp« 
ture at Stockholm contains the fineft colledion 
of cafts from the antique ftatues at Rome that 
cvef fell under my obfervation. . Thefe cafts 
were the firft impreffions of the only moulds 
which were ever permitted to be taken from 
the antique ftatues. Louis the Fourteenth 
obtained that permiftion from the pope, and 
fent to Charles the Eleventh thefe cafts, which 
are therefore uniques in their kind. They 
were given by the late king Adolphus Frederic 
to the academy of painting and fculpture, 
which he inflituted. 



* His bodf was tran(ported to Paris, and buried in the 
church of Sti Goneyieve. 



CHAP. 
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^ir/jW^StpckhoUru'r-C/^/A?i^«// baf worn 
by Charles XIL when he was killed. at tbi 
fiege of FrederickflialL— J/i^^iVy into the 
drc^mjlances and Qccajim of his death k 

TH E arfenal of Stockholm cotitaina dti 
immenfe numbeif of ftandards and tro- 
phies, taken chiefly from the Imperialiftsi 
Poles, Ruffians, and Danes. Many of theic 
Aandards were fupplied by Guftavus Adolphus> 
Baner, Torftenfoa and Wrangel, by Charles 
Guftavus, but principally by Chiles XIL 
whofe military atchievements proved the ruia 
of his country : nor could I avoid remarking^ 
that while this coUcdion proudly difpky^ 
the trophies of Narva, the Ruffians pofTefs 
Narva itfelf, with all Livonia and other pro^ 
vinces difmembered from Swddien/ 

Among other curiofities^ I obferved the ikiii 
of the horfe ftuffed, which carried Guftavus 
Adblphus at the battle of Lutzen, where he 
teceived his death; a boat made by Petef' 
the Great at Sardam in Holland, and taken 
by a Swedifli veffel as it was conveying \yf 
8 fea 
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&a to Peter&urgh; and^ what particularly 
gttraded my notice, the clothes and hat worn 
by Charles XII. when he was (hot in the 
trenches before Frederickfhall. As many va- 
riQufe reports have been fpread relative to the 
death of th^t monarch, and as proofs that 
he w^s affaflinated have been attempted to be 
drawn from; the ftate of thofe clothes, and par- 
ticularly of his hat, I examined them with 
peculiar attention.. 

The coat is a plain blue uniform, with 
large brafs buttons, like that of a common 
foldier; his boots are thick and larger his 
gloves are of buff leather, ftiff-topped, an4 
fetching alnK)ft to the elbow : , the right- 
hand glove is confiderably flained with bloody 
the left only fprinkkd with a few drops ; part 
of a buff belt, which he wore round his waifti 
^s alfo bloody*. I mention thefe circum-* 

fbnceSt 

. ♦ This circumftance has given rife to art argument in 
hvour of his being aiTaffinated : for, fajr the advocates on 
this fide of the queflion, if, upon receiving riae fbot, he in* 
fiantly touched the wound, and then gciafped his fword, it 
fecms to imply that he muft have feen the perfon who dif-* 
ciiafged Ae piece at him, and put himfclf into an attitude of 
defence : and it is certain, from the account of Pilgrcn^ 
who few the body, that he had abfolutely drawn the fword 
half out of the fcabbard, and that the hilt was fo -tightly 

' grafped 
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ftances, becaufe it renders probable what had 
been aflerted, that upon receiving the (hot 
he inftantly applied his right-hand to the 
wound in his temple, and then to his fword. 
The hat bears the appearance of having been 
flightly grazed by the ball, in that part which 
immediately covered his temple. I was in- 
formed, by a perfon who has had frequent 
opportunities of obferving it, that the ori- 
ginal mark was at firft very indiftind:, but 
Kas been Co handled and rent by thofe who 
have continually examined it, as to have been 
cbnfiderably enlarged. As the fhot, there- 
fore, did Hot pierce through, but only grazed 
the hat, the lize of the ball, upon tvhich fo 
much has been made to depend, cannot be 
afccrtained from this circumftanCe. It follows 
therefore from this fimple defcription, which 
I noted down upon the fpot, that, from any. 
appearance either in the clothes or hat, the 
flighteft inference cannot be deduced in re- 

grafped by the right hand as not to be removed without dif- 
ficulty. But furely, if the king really faw the perfon who 
difcharged the piece, and meant to defend himfelf, he would ^ 
firft have grafped the fword before he had received the fliot j^ 
and if he firft touched the wound, and then grafped the hilt 
of the fword, it was a mere inftantaneous impulfe, and muft 
have been fo fudden as to have no reference to an attempt 
of defending himfelf. 

gard 



C. 3. bEATH OF CHARLES XII. 8l 

gard to the fo much agitated qiieftion. Whe- 
ther Charles XII. fell by a ball from the 
Daniih batteries, or by the hand of an aflaflin. 
I fhall fubjoin to this account an inquiry into 
the particulars of his death ; in the courfe of 
which fome new lights may, perhaps, be 
thrown upon this curious fubjedt -, and ibmc 
anecdotes introduced, probably unknown to 
the Englifh reader. 

On the 30th of November 1 7 1 8, Charles XIL 
vifited his trenches at the fiegc of Frederick- 
fhall in Norway ; advanced as far as a baftioui 
which he mounted -, and, leaning his arm Upon 
the .parapet, feemed to examine the progrefs 
of the works. The Danifli batteries were 
playing upon the trenches, and continued a 
conftant fire with great and fmall (hot, to 
which the king expofed himfelf, as ufual, 
without the Icaft caution; in that attitude 
he received a ball in his temple, fell upon the 
parapet, and inftantly expired. There were 
with him two French officers ; Maigret, the 
engineer who conduced the fiege ; and JSiquier, 
his aid-de-camp^ Behind, at fbme diilance, 
were, amongft others, count Schwerin, who 
commanded the trenches ; count Pofle, cap- 
tain of the guards; and Culberf, an aid- 

VpL. IV* G de-camp. 
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de-camp. According to Voltaire*, the two 
Frenchmen, feeing the king fall, and hear^ 
ing him utter at the fame time a deep figh, 
approached and found him dead. Motraye f 
relates, that Maigret had ineffedtually* endea- 
voured to diifuade his majefty from remain- 
ing in fo dangerous a places and that, hav- 
ing <:onfulted with Schwerin and Culbert, he 
returned to draw him away by ftratagem^ 
finding him leaning upon the parapet, he fup- 
pofed him tp be afleep; but perceiving that 
he continued motiotilefs, an alarm was given 
to the officers, who came with a light, and 
difcerhed that he was dead. Nordberg's ac- 
count correiponds in general with that given 
Iby Motraye. It being determined to conceal 
the fatal accident, Siquier, who was devoted 
to the prince of Heffe, took off the king's 
hat, covered the head with his own wig and 
hat ; and wrapping the body ih a grey cloak, 
ordered it to be tranfported to his quarters as 
that of an officer who was juft killed. Siquier 

' * Voltaire was pcobably informed of thefe circum- 
jlances from jSiquier himfelf. See Hift. de Charles XIL 
p. 34'- 

f Voyages de Motraye^ Vol. II., p. 396. Tfordberg's 
Hift/^e Charles XIL p. 358. 

hinifelf 
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himfelf flew without delay to the prince of 
Hefle, ** who was quartered at Torpum, about 
** the diftance of three quarters * of a mile. 
*' The prince was at fupper," writes a page 
who was prefent -f-, ** with fome generals and 
'* oflFicers, Siquier, without being announced^ 
** approached and whilpered the prince ; the 
*' latter did the fame to the perfon who fat 
** next to him; and the whifper being cir- 
^* culated round the company in the fame 
** manner, the prince retired from table, and 
*^ gave immediate orders for poft-horfes." " I 
*' followed," adds the fame perfon, " the of- 
** ficers to the place where the king was 
" killed. The prince ordered the generals and 
^^ officers, who were prefent, to place the 
** body in a litter prepared to convey it to the 
** head quarters. One -and -twenty foldiers 
*^ ftanding around with wax tapers in their 
** hahds, we obferved, that the king, in the 
** agonies of death, had drawn his fword half 
" out of the fcabbard ; and that the hilt was 

♦ Probably of a Swedifh mile, which is equal to about 
6 i Englifh miles. 

f This account is taken from the narrative of Pilgren^a 
page to the prince of Hefle, who was that day in waiting. 
See Von Karls XIL Tode &in Schloetzcr's Brief^wcchfd, 
Vol, L p. 230, 
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" fo tightly grafped by the right-hand, as not 
«* to be difengagcd without difficulty. Thof 
" body was no fooner removed than the prince 
<« held a council with the officers, when it 
** jvas determined to raife the fiege, and to 
^ difpatch field-marfhal Ducker to Sand(borg, 
•* in order to prevent any one from paffing to 
** the enemy, and fpreading the report of the 
" king's death : but this precaution was too 
^* late, as that very night a Swediffi lieutenant, 
« accompanied by a drummer, went over the 
'• Glomma to the enemy, and acquainted them 
" with the king's death." 

From thefe circumftances we have no rea- 
fon to fuppofe that the king was aflaffinated, 
but rather that he received his wound from 
one of the Danifli batteries. Let us then 
examine the reafqns which have induced many 
perfons to affert that he was killed by trea- 
chery ; and that Frederic prince oi Hefle, who 
had efpoufed his youngeft fifter Ulrica Eleonon^ 
and was foon afterwards raifed to the throne, 
was not wholly unfufpeded of being con- 
iCerned in his death. 

The duke of Holftein, fon of Hedwigc 
eldeft lifter of Charles XII. was the undoubted 
heir to the crown ; and would, according to 
the opinion of his minifter Baffevitz, have fuc- 

ceeded. 
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coeded, if he had immediately (hown himielf 
to the troops. 

** The dukd was in the camp. Charles 
** had brought him to the army in that fc* 
" vere campaign in order to form him to war. 
** Upon the firft news of the king's deaths 
" the young prince retired to his tent over- 
** whelmed with afflidion. The generals who 
" were attached to him, in vain demanded 
^* admittance. Duker conjured his favourite 
Rocpftorf, that he would perfuade him to 
appear before the troops, and offered to pro- 
'^ claim him upon the fpot. Roepftorf gained 
** admittance to his mafter, but Toon returned 
" with an anfwer, that he was too much 
** affefted to hold converfation with any one. 

* If he will not a6t,' fays Duker, * affairs 

* mull go as they can.' " This delay was 
*' the fafety of the Swedifh liberty. For how 
" would the nation have dared to propofe the 
^* fuppreffion of abfolute authority, in op- 
** pofition to a king who had been proclaimed 
** by the army, and was already in pofleffion 
" of all the prerogatives enjoyed by his pre- 
^' deceiTor * ?" Another -f account informs 

* Memoiresde Baffevitz in Bufching, H, M. IX. p. 321. 

t Schloetzcr's Briefewechfer, Vol. L p. 151. 
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US, *' that fevcral of the Swedifh generals ten- 
** dered the crown to the duke, upon the 
'* condition of renouncing abfolute power; 
f* but that he refufed to be bouiyi Ijy.any 
« reftridions/' 

The conduit of the prince of Hefle was 
far more politic. Having difpofed of the 
Jung's body, he iflued immediate orders to 
{jirreft baron Gortz *, as if already in poflef- 

fion 

♦ The arreft of Baron Gorlz was attended with many 
curious circumftances, which are related by Pilgren, who 
nccqmpanied the officers that arretted him i but the ac;^ 
count. is too long to be inferted in this work. See Goct* 
zen's Gefangenemmung in Schloetzer, Vol, I. p. 231 
tot43. 

The real caufe of the Baron's imprifonment and exe- 
cution was his attachment to the duke of Holftein, which 
neither Frederic nor Ulrica Eleonora could forgive; to 
their revenge, and to the cabals of a party, he fell a fa-, 
crifice. Pofterity, however, has done juftice to the in- 
tegrity of this great, but turbulent ftatefman ; and par- 
ticularly the prefent king of Sweden has paid a tribute of 
praife to his memory, in the following letter to his daughter 
Madame. D*Eyben. See Schloetzer TheiU XJ. p. 109, 
<' Madame la Baronne D'Eyben. La memoire de Til- 
*' luftre et malheureux Baron de Gortz eft trop refpeflee* 
** de moi, pour que je n'aye ete tres fenfiblpmcnt touche 
«' d'apprendre, qu'il exiftoit encore un de ces enfans, que 
*' la ^tii'annie. et I'injuftice atroce de la , princefs Ulrique 
H i^leonore^^^ et de ceux qui prefiderent a!la diete de 1719^ 

« rendirciit 
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fioxi of fovereign authority; and difpatched 

Siquier to his confort Ulrica Eleonora at Stocks 

}K>lm. That princefs was no fooner w£drmed 

of her brother's deaths than fhe fummoned 

the fcnate ; and agreeing to renounce all right 

to the crown by hereditary fucceffion, and to 

fubfcribe to the limitation of regal power, flie 

was fbon afterwards elected queen, but re* 

figned, in 1721, the crown to her hufband. 

The account of the king's death, publiihed 

by order of Jthe court foon after the event, 

enters into no details, but attributes it to a 

"ball fhot from a felconet *. Motraye affirms -f-, 

that 

^ rendirent •rphelins. Son fang Innocent a trop long* 
^ temps crie vengeance. La Suede a pendant 50 ans de 
^ malheurs, de devaftations ct de troubles paie cberement 
^ le tribut, que la colere divine a exige pour ^e crime, 
** commis centre un grand homme innocent, pour que jc 
^ foiihaite ardeinment, en qualite de premier citoyen de ma 
** patrie^ reparer au nom de cette meme patrie, rinjuftice 
^^ que nois ancetres ont commis. A ce titre, que je re- 
*' garde comme le plus beau de tous ceux, que la Pro- 
" vidence a bien voulu affembler lUr ma tete, s'ajoute en- 
^ core celui de ma maifon, pour laquelle il a ete un (a- 
" crifice* Vous dev6s done bien juger, Madame, combien 
*' je fuis porte de vous faire rendre la juftice, que vous re- 
" clames en qualite d'heritiere et de fille de feu Baron dc 
« G.ort?^ &c. &c. ce 28 d. Ottobre, l^^i'' 

* A ball of a falconet ufually weighs one pound and \ at 
leaft. 

t X^ge dc quatre doigts, Motraye,~Un trou dans 

G 4 lequel 
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thcfe aflertions, may it not be afked. Whether 
count Liewen and captain Catlberg had any 
opportunity^ of examining the wound with that 
attention neceffary to form a decifive opinion ? 
and if they did, whether the fize of gun-fhot 
wounds does not exceedingly vary according to 
the velocity of the ball, and the place which 
it ftrikes ? 

But (hould we even allowj that the piece 
^om which the king received his death Viras 
not larger than ^ mufket; the next circum- 
ftance for inquiry is. Whether a mufket-fhot 
could have reached him from the ramparts of 
Frederickfhall, or from any of the adjoining 
batteries ? That this is probable, will appear 
from confulting the plan of Frederickfhall 
in Motraye> who had vifited the place; for 
the parapet on which the king was leaning is 
only 180 yards from the ramparts, and about 
800 from the battery, from wTiich he con- 
jedures that he was killed. As a random 
piulket-bullet will often take efFeft at 800, 
or even rooo yards, the king might have been 
ftruck in this manner, and ftill more probably 
by fmall or grape- fhot difcharged from a 
cannon. 

Many perfbns have been fufpe(3:ed of being 

concerned in the fuppofed aifaffination : Siquier 

6 ' principally. 
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principally, becaufe be ,was near Charles at 
the time of his death, covered the body from 
infpedlion, immediately carried the news to 
the prince of Heffe, and, by haftening to 
Stockholm, fecured the crown to the princefs 
Ulrica. Ekonora. His condudt in thcfe in-^ 
fiances, however, affords no pofitivc evidence 
either againft himfelf or Frederic ; for both 
would have ad:ed in the fame manner from, 
common policy, whether the Swedifli mo- 
narch , was killed by accident, or by their 
treachery. Unfortunately, however, Siquier 
himfelf, in 1722, being at Stockholm, in a 
delirium, occafioned by a fever, opened the 
window of his apartment, and exclaimed, that 
he had murdered Charles XII. j but no one 
gave any credit to the confeflion of a perfon 
who was then in a ftate of infanity^ Sufpi- 
cions alfo fell upon Maigret tlie engineer, 
merely becaufe he was prefent in the trenches ; 
and alfo upon General Renflcioeld, who is 
izid to have employed the murderer : but this 
report had no foundation, and fecms to have 
chiefly arifen from his aftivity in fupporting 
the party of the fenate for limiting the fo- 
vereign authority, and in placing Ulrica Ele- 
onora upon the throne. 

It 
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It is evident from a palTage in Brucc's Me- 
moirs *, that a belief of the king's affaffina- 
tion was generally received. 

** As I was dining/' he fays, " at an' ordi- 
" nary one day, with feveral of my acquaint- 
<* ance, there happened to be at the table a 
^* Swedilh colonel, and a lieutenant-colonel, 
*^ who was born dumb, . but notwithftanding 
** that misfortune, had been a great favourite 
^* with the late king of Sweden. While we 
•* were at dinner, the governor's aid-de-camp 
•' came in, and, addreffing himfelf to the Swe- 
** difh colonel, ordered him, in the emperor's 
** name, to leave Riga immediately, otherwife 
" he would be proceeded againft as a traitor* 
" The Swede immediately getting up from 
" the table, quitted the room pale and trcm- 
" bling. On our enquiring into the reafon o£ 
** this fudden order to the colonel, we were 
** informed that he was fufpe<3:ed of having 
** fhot the late king of Sweden in the. trenches 
^* before Frederickfliall. It feems that fome 
** of the company had, by figns, made the 
" dumb lieutenant-colonel underftand the af- 
" fair, on which he ran after him with his 

* P, 366. 

** fword 
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*' fword drawn, and, but for the interpofitioa 
** of the aid-de-camp and fome others with 
^* him, he would certainly have killed the 
^ colonel, who was fafely conduced over the 
** river Dwina, which divides Livonia firom 
'* Courland, and was followed by his fervants 
•* and baggage. It was obfcrved, that virhflc 
" he refidcd in Riga, large remittances had 
*' come to him from Stockholm, which made 
•* it generally fufpedted that he had been highly 
*' bribed to conmiit the regicide. The colonel 
*V made hafte to get into Poland, intending to 
** pafs through that kingdom into Turkey, 
** where he was well acquainted, having at- 
^* tended the king of Sweden all the time that 
** prince refided in Bender ; but as he was no 
•* more heard of, it was generally thought he 
" had been murdered in Poland." 

Bruce does not mention the name of this 
colonel ; but his account feems, in fome mea- 
fure, to corroborate the opinion of many per- 
fons in Sweden; that if the king was trea- 
cheroufly put to death, it is highly pro* 
bable that the murder was committed by 'a 
Swede. A member of the diet, which, af- 
fembled foon after the revolution, ufed thefe 
myfterious expreffions. " The liberty which 

'' has 
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*^ has been fo much extolled, always carried 
;** to excefs, and to which we have fo long 
** been enflaved, perhaps at its commencement 
*^ did not occafion any real bleffings. It is 
^* a conjedure which excites horror, an op-- 
** probrium from which I wifli wfe could ^n- 
** tirely exculpate ourfelves, namely, that the 
.«« life of our Northern hero Charles XII. 
•*^ — ^But I tremble: he was upon the point 
** of recovering the loffes of the ftate. Pof- 
** tcrity will dare to expatiate upon this much- 
^^ to-be-kmented event." It appears from 
ihefe words, as if the fpeaker conceived that 
the partizans for a limited monarchy had 
occafioned the death of Charles, in order fo 
cftablifh a new form of government ; and he 
alludes to the following anecdote. 

A Swediih officer, whofe name is Cron- 
ftedt, is faid to have owned, upon his death- 
bed, to a clergyman called Tolftadius, that he 
was concerned in the murder of Charles XII.; 
and the confeflbr afterwards drew up an ac- 
count of this declaration, which was deli- 
vered to the king and fenate, and is now 
pr^ferved in the archives. I could not leam 
the particulars of this account ^ but was in- 
formed 
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ibfmed in general, that Cronftedt* affirmed 
he only loaded the piece ; and that Stiemros, 
wfeo died lieutenant-general and colonel of 
the guards, was the perfon who fired it, 
:ftanding at a fmall diftance bdiind the king ; 
and it is IMcewife aflerted, that Stiemros, in 
'his laft illnefs, acknowledged his guilt* The 
queen-dowager of Sweden, whofe curiofity was 
excited by all thefe reports, defcended a few 
years ago into the vault which contains the 
body of Charles. Upon examining the wounds, 
t>ne whereof was in the back of his head, 

* It may not be improper to mention in this place, thaft 
<}ronftedt is faid to have been out of his fenfes before .bt 
died ; and if fo, his confeflion deferves no more credit than 
that of Siquier. Another madman likewife acknowledged 
himfelf to be the king's aflaffin. Fabricius, who is men- 
tioned as ^ great favourite of Charles XIL died in England 
in a delirium; and he alTured Miller, the celebrated bo- 
tSLni^j with whom he was intimately acquainted, that he 
aflaflinated -the Swedilh monarch. I received this anec- 
dote from a gentleman who had it from Mr. Miller him- 
felf. 

. In my fecond vifit to Stockholm in 1784, I found, on 
more accurate inquiry, that many of thefe anecdotes tend- 
ing to confirm the report of his aflaffinatio'n, were either 
very uncertain, miftated, or exaggerated ; and particularly 
that the account concerning Cronftedt's confeflion, and 
f rederic's remorfe, were probably void of foundation* 

and 
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and the other in the left temj^Ie, fhe found 
that the latter was the greater; whence it 
was concluded, that the ball went in behind 
and came out before, from the well-known 
efle(ft of gun-ftiot wounds, whole entering 
orifice is always the fmalleft. I may like- 
wife venture to add, that her majefty, after 
\veighing all the circumflances on both fides, 
was of opinion that the king was aflafii- 
nated. 

It appeared probable to fome perfons, from 
feveral particulars in the confeflion of Cron- 
ftedt, that he had been employed by Fre- 
deric L and it is fl:ill believed by many at 
Stockholm, but without fufficient proofs ; that 
Frederic, upon the approach of death, raved 
about Charles XII. and exprefled great remorfe 
'and compunction on his account. 

In mentioning thefe anecdotes, I beg leave 
to requeft that they may be confidered merely 
as reports, upon which other perfons, who 
fliall have an opportunity of obtaining more 
precife information, may build their inquiries ; 
as my intention was to throw together all the 
intelligence I could colle(^ concerning the death 
of Charles XII.; in order to enable the reader 

t^ 
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to draw the conclufion which (hall feem the 
moil pfobable. 

Upon- reviewing the principal circumftances 
in this myfterious affair; if we are convincqd 
that the king's wound was that of a muiket 
or piftol ball, and yet that he was not in a 
fituation to be reached by fuch a fhot from 
the enemy's batteries; and that though the 
belief of his being unfairly put to death was 
general in the army, yet no enquiry was made ; 
if we imagine the evidence of Liewen and 
Carlberg are to be abfolutely relied upon, and 
particularly the aflertion of the former, that 
the report of the piece which deftroyed the 
king was that of a prftol ; if we can fuppofc 
the confeffion of Cronftedt and Stiernros to 
be genuine; the remorfe of Frederic to be 
fincere and well attefted; if we think the 
opinion of the queen-dowager * fufficient to 

convince 

. * In oppofition to the opinion of the lat? queen-dow- 
ager, we may remark, that her majefty was much prer 
judiced againft Frederic king of Sweden, and inclined to 
adopt and circulate any report to his difcredit. Influenced 
probably by his mother's prejudices, the prefent king was 
at one time fo convinced, that Cronftedt had aflaflinated 
Charles, as to refufe giving a commiflipn to his grandfon, 
declaring, that he never would cdnfer a military rank on 

Vol. IV. • H the 
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cdnvincc our judgment ; we muft ncceflarily 
conclude that Charles XIL was affaffinated. 
On the contrary, if we believe that the wound 
was fo large, that it muft have been occa- 
fioned by a ball from a falconet, or half fal- 
conet; Of if not, that the king was liable 
to be reached by a mulket-ball * ; if We fee 

no 

the gfandfon of a perfbn who had ailaifinated the king of 
Sweden ; but two ye^s afterwards he voluntarily gave die 
commif&on to the fame perfon, candidly aHedging, that he 
iiad bfefcn miftaken, and that he was how convinced Cron- 
ftedt had no (hare in the king's affafpnation. 

* All unqueftionable proof that the wound was made by 
a fmall ball is derived from the evidence of the following 
pcrfons of the higheft rank and credibility. " On the 12th 
«' of July, 1746, between five and fix in the morning, the 
*' following perfons entered the vault in which is ifiteited 
«^ the body of Charles the Twelfth, and examined the 
<^ wound in his head. On the right fide -below the temple 
'' was a plaifter fo ftrongly fixed as not to be removed 
« without great, difficulty ; under which they noticed an 
'^ orifice which feemed to defcend to the back part of the 
<' head, feven lines long and two broad. . Oh the left fide 
<< was a plaifter of the fame fize. All the temple was 
<< driven out, and the bones fhattered in fuch a manner, aft 
*' made it eafy to diftinguifli that thq ball went out on^at 
« fide. The face was a little disfigured, the mouth a littlte 
<* open, and fome teeth vifibk. 

« Signed, C. Harteman, Ch. Ekelblad, 
** and John von Hoepken.** 

Mr. 
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IK) faring contradiaiofis between the account 
publiihed by the courts and the relations made 
by ihoie who were in the trenches at the 
thnt when he fell ; or if we think that the 
latter periods may have been miflaken in fome 
tnaterbd drcim^nces^ if we can reconcile 
the conduct of Frederic a» beings merely die- 
fiited by policy, and fuch as would have been 
jidoptcd by any perfon in the hmt (itmtion, 
/tiK>u^ he were not acceflary to the murder: 
if to thefe donfidefatkms we add the. natural 
propenfity of mankind to attribute die death 
of extraordinary peribnagcs to extraordinary 
caufcs ; that thofe who have once framed an 
hypothefis will imperceptibly warp all events 

Mr, Firman, an engraver of medals at Stockholm, pot 
^feffes a fnalk of plaifter of Paris, moulded from the face q[ 
Charles the Twelfth, when^the king*i^ body lay at the pa- 
lace of CarUberg previous to the interment. The infpec- 
tion of this curious ma(k, befides reprefenting the exa£t 
features of that monarch, led me to make fome remarks oa 
the fize and fituation of the wound which occafioned his 
tleath, and which has given rife to fuch contradidory ac- 
counts and conjectures. The maik reaches no farther than 
the extremity of each temple. The mark of the wound 
on the fight temple is very vifible, and is not large. The 
bones were apparently much fhattered, but the eyes were 
pcrfed in their' fockets ; finfficiently proving, that they were 
Hot diflodged, as Motraye and Voltaire aflert. 

H 2 t itt 
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in its fupport ; and that until pofitive* proofs, 
not merely drawn from flying reports and 
uncertain anecdotes, are eftablifhed ; we ought 
undoubtedly to lean to the fide of candour 
and humanity; we ought not to credit fur- 
mifes fo injurious to charafters otherwife with- 
out reproach ; and we ,are bound to conclude 
that Charles XII. fell by the hand of the 
enemy, and not by treacheiy. And this opi- 
nion was likewife fupported by the high au- 
thority of count Poniatowlki *^ the confi- 
dential friend of Charles XII. 

* As I had the honour of being infonned by the prefent 
king of Poland; 
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CHAP- IV. 

Changes in the form of the Swedifh government. 
— Inquiry into the nature of the conjiitution 
eftablijhed at the Revolution of 1772. — The 
king a. limited^ and not an abfolute monarch: 
— ^Diet compofed of the king and Jiates.—^ 
L Houfe of nobles. — //• Of the clergy. --^ 
III. of citizens. -^IV. Of peafants. — Mode 
of enaSiing laws. 

TH E form of the Swedifti government 
has frequently varied. Before the ^c-i 
ceffion dF the houfe of Vafa in the perfon of 
Guftavus I. it was a monarchy wholly elec- 
tive; and laboured under all the evils which 
are infeparable from that moft defective fpe- 
cies of fovereignty. By the union of Calipar, 
which took place in 1397, it was ftipu- 
lated; that the fame monarch was to rule 
over Denmark, Sweden, and Norway^i and 
to be chofen by the deputies from the ftates 
of thofe three kingdoms affemhled at Calmar. 
Throughout the whole period in which thefe 
regulations fubfiftcd, Sweden was a mere tri- 
butary kingdoni to the fovereigns of Den- 
W 3 mark; 
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mark J or, in its temporary exertions to (hake 
off that yoke, drew on itfelf all the horrors 
of foreign invafion and intefHne difcord. 

From this ftatc of alternate oppreflion and 
anarchy it was refcued by Guftavus Vafa, oa 
whom the gratitude of the Swedes confeired 
the dominion of that country which he had 
delivered: they even renoqnccd in his favaur 
the right of efed:ing their kings i and deckjped 
the crown hereditary in his male ifliie. The 
form of government eftaWiflbed at his accef- 
fion, though in appearance of a mixed na- 
ture, and though it lodged the fupremacy in 
the aflembly of the ftates, yet eattraftcd vary 
axtenfive prerogatives to the king. Thefe 
powers, tranfinitted to his immediate poAsrity 
with little dimiauticMi, were augmented under 
Guftavus Adolphusj and at the fame time 
the right of fucceiEon was extended lo the fe- 
male line. But, during the minority of his 
daughter Chriftina, the government underwent 
an alteration un&vourable to regal akuhprity: 
the privileges of the fcnate, . or council of 
ftate, being enkrged, gave the afccnxiancy to 
the ariftocratical party, or wder of nobles i 
and this power was, by contuiual encroach*- 
ments, carried to fuch an exorbitant height^ 
as juftly to^Kcitc the fears and indignation of 

the 
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*b? tfefiee 4>thcr orders of the dcrgy, citizens, 
dftd pca&nts, At length Charles XL artfully 
availing hii^elf of this diilktisfadion, obtain-^ 
cd fixHQ the ftates a formal ceilion of abfolute 
ijQVer^lgntf > whkh hp quiietly devolved upoi> 
|u$ fog Charles XII. Upon the deceafe of the 
Jatter, his nephew, Charles Frederic duke of 
fjolftein, ion of his eldefl: fifter Hedwige, 
mgHf by the law of fucceffion cftablifhed by 
Charles XI. ,to have afcended the throne. Bu( 
tfe? Swedes, in breach of that regulation, ex* 
pluded the duk? of Holftein, and conferred 
the crown upon Ulrka Eleonora, the youngef^ 
fifter of Charles XII. That princefs, poffeff- 
ing no title but what was derived from the 
appointnipnt of the nation, purchafcd her dec*. 
pgn by a furrender of i^bfokite authority, and 
by nLtifyi]>g all the limitations of prerogative 
which the ftates impofed; and her huft)and 
Frederic I. in whofe favour flic refigned the 
prpwi), fccurcd jtheir concmncncc by fimilar^ 
ftipulations. 

The new form of government eftabliflied at 
this jundture, confifted of fifty-one articles, all 
tending to abridge the powers of the crown ; 
9^ rendered the Swedifh fovereign the moft 
Mmited monarch in Europe. It was fettled, 
that the fupreme legiflative authority fhould 

jH 4 xefide 
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refide abfolutely and folely in the ftates of the 
realm affembled in diet ; which, whether con- 
vened by the king or not, muft regularly af- 
femble every three years, and could only be 
tiiffolved by their own confent. During the 
recefs of the diet, the executive power refided 
in the king and fenate ; but as the king was 
bound in all affairs to abide by the opinion of 
the majority; and as he pofTefled only two 
votes, and the cafting voice iii cafe of equal 
fuffrages, he was almoft eritirely fubordinate 
to that body, and could be confidered in no 
other light than its prefident *. At the fame 

time 

, *v Mr. Sheridan, in his Hiftory of the late Revolution, 
&c. lias thus (leiineated the exorbitant authority, vefted in 
the ftates, p; 145: "While the ftates were allcmbled, 
*' they were, ia faft, pofTefled of the whole fupreme power- 
<* The authority of the king and fenate was then fufpended, 
*' &c. — In fliprtj the ftates were vefted with the fame 
*^ powers, independent of the king and fenate, that in Eng- 
" land the two hoiifes of parliament poflefs in conjunclion 
" with the king. 

^ The legifl^tive power they referved wholly to them- 
y^ 1^1 ves. The king wd fenate, halving no fhare whatever 
^^ in it, did not e veil poflefs a negative on thofe refolutions 
<* of the' diet,' which direftly attacked the regal and fe- 
^} natori^ rights.— Th^ following' powers were likewife 
« vefted ih the ftates alone: Tl^ofc pf declaring vwar, or 
« making peace j that pf altering the ftandard of the 
^^ " com, &c. ' ' 

« The 



time the fenate itfelf ultimately depended upoit 
the ftates -, as its members, though nominally 
appointed for life, yet were in a great meafure 
chofen by the ftates * 5 were amenable before 
that aflenibly ; and liable to be removed from 
their office, in cafe of real or pretended mal- 
verlation. Thus the fiipreme authority re- 
fided in a tumultuous aflembly, compofed of 
the four orders, into which many nobles 
without property, tradefinen, and peafonts, 
were admitted ; moft of whom were ofcourfe 

« The ^ecurive power^ during the fitting of .the diet^' 
1^ may be laid, to hgve been, in a great meafure, lodged in 
f a certain number of perfon^ feledled from ine three orders 
*' of the nobles, clergy, and burghers, who confticuted 
^^ what was denominated the fecret committee, &c. With 
P regard to the judicial power, the flates afTumed to them* 
" felves a right of exercifing that alfo, whenever they 
*' thought proper, by taking at pleafure caufes out of the 
5' ordinary courts of juftice, to try them before a temporary 
-*^ tribunal erefled by themfelvcs, and compofed of their 
*5 own members. Nothing could be more formidable 
f' than the power of this courtj^ or more fubverfive of li- 
*' berty ; as, in reality, it united within itfelf at once the 
f legiflative, judicial, and executive ppwersj and it was to 
5* decide principally in cafes of treafon. What rendered 
f* this extraordinary jurifdi£Hon mpft prepofterous was, 
V its being generally at the fame time both judge and 
« party.'* 

* All vacancies in the fenate were filled by the king 
from three candidates nominated by the ftates. ' 

fubjedt 
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jfubjedt to all the ccMTdptioa a^ inil^nce ix> 
which needy and ignorant repre^tative$ ar* 
neceflarily expo^. Although aU ftatiites were 
figned by the king^^ ^nd the ordinwc^8 of th^ 
ienate iiTued in hi^ name $ yet in acitlKfr cai^ 
did he poflefs a negative ; and in order to ob-p 
yiate the poilibiUty oif his atteqipting to ex-r 
crciie that power, it wa^ enai6ted^ in the' diet 
pf 1756, that "in all aflfairs> without except 
^* tion, which had hitherto renw^ the fign 
^ manual, his m4}^Piy's name ni%ht be af^ 
^ fixed by a ftamp, whenever he (hould have 
^ declined his fignature 3t die lirft or fecond 
♦^ requeft of the fejiate." In con&qaetiee of this 
refolution, the royal fignaturp was actually 
engraved; and applied to the ordinary dit- 
patches of government, under the dired:icm of 
the fenate*. In a wcwrd, the king enjoyed, 
little more than the mere name of royalty^ 
He was only the oftenfible inftrumigit in the 
hands of one of the two great pasties^ who at 
that time divided and governed the kingdom^ 
as either obtained the fuperior influence in the 
diet. * 

We cannot but remark upon this fubjcft, 
that the Swedes, who, during the reigns of 

♦ Sheridan, p. i88. Cantzler, p. ji. 

8 Charles 



C. 4« O© V E R M M E N T. lOJ 

Charics XI* and XIL had fo rcluaandy fub- 
mititd to the ctefpotiibGi of their fovereigns, 
knew not how to ufe their Hbcrty : they in- 
temperately ran into the contrary extreme; 
and^ in Of?der to di&ble the king £rom reco- 
vering arbitrary power, they even dcfpoilcd 
him of thofe juft and neceflary prerogatives^ 
which in a n^narchical conflitution can alone 
ferm a barrier ag^ft ariftocratical ufurpation 
and popular fiidions ; a$ if they were ignorant 
of any mcdiuip between abfolute dominion 
and anarchy, or between licentioufhefs and fer- 
vitude. 

The grofs defects in this new form of go* 
vemment occafioned conftant ftruggles be- 
tween the kings of Sweden and their fubjedts, 
on one fide to increaie^ on the other to de- 
prefs, the royal prerogative ; until his prefent 
majcfly cffeftod the revolution of 1772. It 
is needlefs to enter into any detail of this 
e;iptraordinary event, as Mr. Sheridan, whri at 
the period in queftion was fecrctary to the 
Britifh envoy at Stockholm, has given to the 
world a moft ample and accurate detail of the 
whole tranfadion^. Perfons of the moft op- 

• A Hiftory of the late Revolution in Sweden, &c. by 
Charles Francis Sheridan, Efq. 

pofite 
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pofite parties in Sweden unanimoulTy concur 
in commending the fidelity of Mr. Sheridan's 
hiftpry, and in preferring it to^ the numerous 
narratives of that important event; and the 
king has frequently acknowledged its- general- 
authenticity. The ingenious author has de- 
veloped with the utmdft precificm and truth" 
the dreadful abufes cx:cafionedv by. die fyfteift 
of government .cftablifhed in 171^0; and. has 
traced^ with a liiafterly hand^ »the judicious 
and fpirited conduft of hte prcfent majefty. 
But in this account of the new government, 
admirable as it is, he has urlfortunately ad-, 
vanced a capital miftake ^ which, as it has 
fallen from a perfon of fuch refpe<5table au- 
thority, and feems , generally prevalent in all 
foreign countries, deferves a particular difcuf-r 
fion- I allude to his aflertion, that the king 
of Sweden is ^* no lefs abfolute at Stockholm 
** than the French monarch at Verfailles, and 
** the Grand Signor at Conftantinople * ;'* 
whereas his Swedifh majefty, though now 
pollelied of very great prerogatives^ is yet in 
many important inftanccs a limited monarch, 
as vv^ill be afcertained by a review of the- pre-r 
fcnt conilitution'. 

♦ P. 301. 

' The 
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The whole executive power is virtually 
veiled in the king : for though it is faid to be 
cntrufted to him conjointly with the fenate ; 
yet as his majefty appoints and removes all 
the members of that council, and in jhe ad- 
miniftration of affiurs afks only their advice^ 
without being bound to follow it, h'e is ab- 
solute mafter of the fenate *• The king has 
the command of the army and navy, and fills 
up all commiflions ; he likewife nominates to 
all civil offices -f-. He has the fole power of 
convening and diflblving the ftates, and is not 
obliged to aflemble them at any ftated pe- 
riod J; he has rendered many of the taxes 

* Article 4th. Ip^om^ few inftances, however, namely, 
in the negociatioiis of peace, truces, and alliances, the 
king is bound to follow the opinion of the fenators, in cafe 
they are unanimous ; but as it is fcarcely poflible that fe- 
venteen fenators, appointed and removeable by his ma- 
gefty, fhould be unanimous in their oppofition to him, we 
may &irly allow the king to have the command of the fe- 
nate. Art 6th. 

. In the high courts of juftice, indeed, confifting of feven 
fenators, to which a final appeal lies from all the inferior 
courts, the king has only two voices, and a cafting vote if 
the opinions are equal. But yet,- in this inftance, as he 
nominates and removes at his pleafure their judges, he muft 
have the entire difpofal of their fufFrages. Art. 8th. Sec 
the articles of the new form of government in the Appendix 
to this volume. 

t Artr6; alfo 22. 25. and 31. 
4 Art. 38. 

perpetual. 
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perpetual, enjoys jt fixed revenue, and has the 
£fpo£d of the public money. 

Such are the prerogatives which hl§ Swedish 
majefty has annejted to his crown : but how- 
ever enormous they may appear, cipeciaBy 
whcft compared With the ftender degree (£ au-^ 
thority poflefled by Ae throne before that pe- 
riod 1 yet they by no means, I apprehend, 
amount to defpotifm. The two great features, 
which cflentially diftinguifh an arbitrary from 
a limited monarch, are the uncontrculed right 
of ena^ing and repealing laws, and the im*- 
pofition of taxes widK)Ut confent oi the fub- 
je6t; neither jpf which are exerciled by the 
king of Sweden. With refpeft to the former, 
the legiflativc authority refides jointly in him 
and in the ftatcs*; and it is cxprefsly de- 
creed in the 40th article, ^* that the king 
** fhall have no power to nuke new laws, 
•* without the knowkdge and aflent of the 
" ftates ; nor abrogate an old one received 
" formerly ^J' Concerning the impofition of 

^ Mr. Sheridan is wrong, in faying that the ftates wer^ 
to deliberate upon nothing but what the king thought pro- 
per to lay Wore them ; they having a right, as well to pro- 
pofe laws, as to negative thofe propofed by the king. Sec 
^t. 42. 
' t Art. 48. 

tases^ 
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taxes, it is cxprcfsly ftipulated^ that the king 
(hall not levy any money widiout the conient 
of the ffates, excepting in the cafe of adual 
invaiioii * ; and at die conchtiion of the war 
he ihall be obliged to fummon them, and the 
new taxe^ (hall be abolifhed In addition alio 
to thefe two important feftriftions, he cannot 
declare war, nor altef the coin, without their 
concurrence ; and, if called upon by them 
wheti convened, is obliged to account for the 
expenditure of the public money -f-. 

Though the king is fubjeft to thefe ma- 
terial limitations ; yet, as his ordinary revenue 
is perpetual, and the meeting of the ftates de- 



♦ Mr. Sheridan, upon this article, fays, « By a tWrd, 
^ ^though his majefty did not 6p<nly claim ^ power of im* 
" pofmg taxes oii all occafions, yet fuch as already fubfifted 
•* were to be perpetual ; and in cafe oi invafion, or prej/injr 
** neceffity^ the king might impofe fome taxes, //i/the ftates 
^ could be aflembled. But hi^ majefty was to be the judge 
^ of this neceftity; and we have feeh dut the meeting of 
^ the ftates depended Wholly on bis will and pleafure/' 
P. 307. 

Now there are no fuch words as prejjing necejjky in the 
new articles of goverttment, but die exercife of this power 
is ftrifUy confined, to the c^e of a£hial invafion : the words 
are, <* Yet that unhappy c&fe excepted, when th^ kingdom 
** Ihould be attacked by an army>'* 

t Articles 44. 4S. 59* 

pends 
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pends folcly upon his pleafure, it may be 
urged that he may govern without controul, 
fo long as he requires no additional fubjQdies. 
. But furely this mode of ruling does not amount 
to abfolute authority. For, as he cannot enaift 
laws, declare war, or levy taxes, without the 
confent of the diet ; emergencies muft oecur 
.which may render it neceflary to convene that 
aflembly; when the latter may redrefs grie- 
vances, or repair any breaches in the conftitur 
tion. 

In fad,' his prefent majefly, though neither 
prelTed by foreign war, nor by any material 
exigency, did, within fix years from the time 
of his obtaining an exemption from the ne- 
ccifity of convening the ftates, conceive it ex- 
pedient to fummon them ; and experienced 
that oppofition which characterizes the repre- 
fentatives of a free people. In the houfe of 
nobles, for inftance, a memorial was laid upon 
the table, wherein it was faid, that there were 
no fixed laws ; that the form of government 
eftabliflied in 1772 had been for .fome time 
obferved ; but that lately many of the king's 
friends had appealed to that of 1 6 1 6, as the 
proper • model by which the adminiftration 
was to regulate its proceedings. Which con- 

ftitution 
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ftitution was to be confidered as at prefent 
fubfifting ? — Other propolitions very offenfivc 
to the royal ear were difcuffed in this me- 
morial, and it was intended to have been 
formally recited at the next meeting ; but, to 
prevent this meafure, the king fummoned the 
ftates to the palace, and diflblved them* His 
majefty, in his fpeech deUvered on that oc- 
cafioh, declared himfelf chagrined at the com- 
plaints unjuftly levelled againft his condudt. 
He added, that the form of government efta- 
blifhed in 1772 fhould always be regarded by 
him as the true conflitution; that he never 
wifhed to deviate from it in the llightcft de- 
gree ; and that, as many perfons had endea- 
voured to create a mifundcrftanding between 
him and the ilates, he had on that account 
adopted the refolution of diffolving them: a 
flyle of harangue that would not have been 
adopted by an abfolute king. 

In a word, whether the prefent form of 
government be likely to laft, or whether it 
may not be as fuddenly overturned as it was 
introduced by a new revolution ; whether it 
may not, in procefs of time, degenerate into 
sBi arbitrary monarchy, or relapfe into its 
priftine anarchy ; are not here the objects of 

Vol. IV. I inquiry: 
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inquiry i the queftion relates foldy to the na- 
ture of the conftitution as it fubfifts at pre- 
fent i which the liiore accurately we examine, 
the lefs fcrupuloujDiy ihall we decide, that the ' 
king of Sweden is a limited, and not a defpotic 
fovereign. ^ 

The truth of the obfervation^ that the king 
of Sweden is a 'limited and not an abfolute 
monarch, though controverted by ibme au- 
thors, is ftiU farther confirmed by the tranC- 
aiftions of the diet which aflembled in May 
1786, in which feveral new regulations were 
fettled, tending to limit the prerogative in the 
ppwer of making, amending, and repealing 
la^ws, of removing perfons from public em- 
ployments, in the impofition of taxes, and the 
pemmnency of the revenue. 

In regard to the firft point, the power of 
making, amending, and repealing kws, it had 
long been a queftion of difpute^ whether a bilii 
being propofed by the king, if two houfes 
were for it, and two againJft it, tibc decifion 
ilaould be left to his m^ajefty : but it was findUy 
refplved by the ftates, and agreed to by the 
king, that under thefe circmnftances the pro^- 
*pofed bill ihould not take place; wd that 
when thxi houfea were of the. iame ofmkm, 

that 
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that opinion fhould be confidcrcd as the fcnfe 
; of the ftates ; all queftions of privilege and 
taxation excepted, in which the unanimous con- 
fent of the four houfcs fliould be requifite-. 

With refpeft to the fecond point, the power 
of removing perfons from public employments! 
it was refolved that, whereas^ the kingj in the 
fecond article of the form of government, pro- 
mifes not to ruin any nian as to his life and 
honour, body or welfare, unlefs lawfully con-* 
vifted and judged; under the Word ^welfare 
are included public offices and employments : 
no man, therefore, can be deprived of any 
civil, military, or ecclefiaftical employment^ 
without previous trial or judgment, according 
to the laws of the land, excepting thcxfe public 
officers pf ftate, and committees mentioned m 
^he form of government, who arc liable, as be* 
fore, to be removed by the king. 

As to the third point, it was decreed, rfiit 
the fiibfidies voted at the preceding diet to 
remain in force till the next meeting of the 
ftates.4 fliould now be continued for four years, 
only ; and that one per cent, fliiould be de-^ 
duifted; a dcdudion which> however fmall, 
was made in order to prove, that the grant of 
d3^ extraordinary revenues depended entirely 

lOf oU 
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on the good pleafure of the diet, and that the 
revenue of the crown was by no means fixed 
and permanent. An important regulation, 
which almoft renders it neceflary for the king 
to fummon the diet in four years, unlefs he 
can render (what is not poffible) his fixed re- 
venue equal to the public expenditure. 

But as an additional proof that the king, by 
the revolution of 1772, was not defpotic, it is 
only neceflary to add, that he has lately ob- 
tained ndw prerogatives ; and has efFedted, with 
the confent of the ftates, fome changes in the 
form of government, which render him ftill 
more powerful. 

When the king was leading his army into 
Ruflia, and was preparing to befiege Frcdc- 
ricfham, which if he had taken he might have 
marched perhaps almoft without interruption 
to the gates of Peterfburgh, he was checked in 
the midft of his career by the revolt of feveral 
of his officers, who refufed to pafs the limits 
of Swedifh Finland, under the pretence that 
the king had no power to carry on ofFenfivc 
war without the confent of the ftates. 

A defpotic fovereign would inftantly have 
arreftcd and condemned the xefradlory officers 
to death, have appointed others in their places, 

and 
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and have continued his progrefs againft the 
enemy. But the king, who was not defpotic, 
arrefted the officers, fent them to Stockholm, 
to be tried according to the laws of their 
country, and immediately recalled his troops 
from the Ruffian territory. 

Not long afterwards he convened the ftates, 
laid before them the motives which induced 
him to attack Ruffia, obtained from the ma- 
jority of the four houfes an approbation of his 
condutSt, and fupplies for the fupport of the 
war. 

Convinced alfo from recent experience, that 
the king ought to poflcfs the power of declar- 
ing ofienfive war, and of difpofing of all mili- 
tary commiffions under him» he propoied, un- 
der the title of the ASt of Union and Safety/ 
feveral alterations in the new form of govern- 
ment. The three houfes of clergy, burghers, 
and peafants, acceded to this adt ; but, as the 
nobles perfifted uniformly in oppoftng it, and 
refufed to regifter it as the fenfe of the ftates, 
the king ventured to ^rreft the principal per- 
fons in oppofition ; and fummoning the ftates 
to his palace, he addreffed the order of nobles 
in the following manner : 

^* I have waited with every indulgence the 
I 3 •^ iffue 



^l8 TRAVEtrS l»TO SWEDEN, B. 7, 

♦* iffue of your long deliberations, iu the hop© 
" that patience and reflecftion would at iength 
<« overcome your oppofitiop. I find/however,i 
** that this hope, has proved fruitlefs j knowing 
^ that the intcrefts of ipy fubje<9:s will not 
^* admit of any longer delay, and as the laws of . 
" the kihgdomji and the refblutions pf the diet 
** in 178,6, ftate that every future ad, tei>di»g 
^' to explain the conftitujion (and fuch is thp 
*' Ad of Safety) (hould become a law by the 
*^ plurality of the orders qf the ftate, \ con-, 
^* fider that your prefident. Count Lo^yen-. 
y haupt, is fiijly competent to fign the ad, in 
^' the name and- on behajif of your order." 
Count Lyowenliaupt immediately, figned it> 
Thefe ftrong meafures were not ei]fede4 
without, the connivance of the three other, 
boufes; and the bulk of the people un-./ 
doubtedly fided with the king. 

The king has alfo ftill further extended his 
Qwa prerogative, and diminifhed the influence 
pf the nobles, by abolifhing the fenate, which, 
though deprived pf its powers by the revolu- 
tion of 1772, was ftill confidered as the prin- 
cipal fupport of the ariftocratical intereft, and 
was the great channel of political and judicial 
difcuffion, ^nftead of a body entirely confined 

to 



» Aer iiobfes, and conftituting the firft fu- 
pnfitae cfturt of jufticc, and whofe confent was 
n&S4£Suyi in otdtt .to render valid all afts and 
dta06&^ of the crown, the king has appointed a 
iSCttr cbiincily divided into two departments : 

1% Galled die court of rcvifion for judicial' 
stflliirs, or the fupmtne court of judicature, 
widiottt appfeal, and confifting of fix nobles and 
fix comtfioners* 

2. For matters of inferior ooconomy, con- 
fiding of eight notilcs' and four commoners. 

But even by thefe increafed prerogatives, 
conferred on the' crown by the Adt of Safety,' 
the king is ftill far from Joeing a defpot, be-^ 
caiife he does riot poflefs, what I cannot buC 
confider as the two great features of dcfpotifin;' 
the power of enad:ing laws, and of impofing 
taxes, Though he riow enjoys the preroga-* 
tive of declaring War and making p&ce, yet a^ 
he cannot fupport a war without the grant of 
fobfidies, and as he cannot lay on a fingle.tax 
without the qonfent of the ftates, the declara- 
tion of war piuft be confidered as a mere for- 
mality, and as ultimately depending on the apw 
probation of the ftates. 

It is not-. my intention to enter into a con- 
troveriy^ how fer the powers poflefled by the 

1 4 king 
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king of Sweden are too grent for-the fovcreigo 
of a free people; or whether the ftatcs have- 
a<5led inconfiftently or luiwifely in granting 
fuch an extent of prerogative : this much is 
certain, that the changes wpre e|Fed:cd by thci 
confent of the majority of the ftates, and with 
the concurrence of the people at large.; and 
that the fame powers which acceded to the 
Ad: of Safety may, on fome future occafion, 
limit the royal prerogative, if found to be too 
dangerous to the liberty of the fubjeft. The 
^g has but a fmall flanding army; the great- 
cft part of the troops confift of a national mi- 
litia, who, inftead of fupporting him in any ar- 
bitrary meafurc, would be the firft to oppofe 
him. AniS as almoft the whole body dF the 
nobility, whom he has dUgufted and lowered, 
watch his conduct with a jealous eye, and aro 
ready to oppofe his meafures and moleft his 
government, whenever he fummons the ftates, 
the permanence of the king's authority ulti- 
mately depends on conciliating the three houfes 
of the clergy, citizens, and peasants* and on 
the affedions of bis people. 

The diet, in which refides the fupreme le* 
giflative authority, is compofed pf the kipg, 
whofe prerogatives have been already related i 

and 
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and the ftates, which are convened. at the fcdc 
will of the crown^ and confift of the four 
houfes, . 

I. Of Nobles; 
11. Of the Clergy; 

III. Of Citizens; and, 

IV. Of Peafants. 



I. The firft Houfe is that of the Nobles* 

They ate divided into counts, barons, and 
untitled nobility. A family once ennobled 
continues fo from generation to generation, as. 
well in the dircO: line as in its various col- 
lateral branches * : all poflefs the feme ge- 
neral 

♦ The reader will excufe the length of the following 
quotation, as well in confideration of the juilnefs of the 
remarks, and its application to the fubjedl in the text, as 
becaufe it clearly and precifely afcertains the difference be- 
tween the Engliih and foreign nobility. 

*' England is the only country in Europe where the 
" diftindion, for inftance, of noble and not noble, is carried 
*' no farther than tjie nature of the governnient requires it 
" fliould ; becaufe there the nobility do not, as fuch, form 
** a diftindi clafs from the reft of the nation. As it is only 
^ tbfe head of each noble family^ who is there entitled'to the 

** honours 
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fieral privileges; which confift pripeipaUy in 
the capaci^. of being fenators^ chamberlains^ 
or of holding otjier civil employments ahcxut 
the king's perfon and court, and in an ex- 
emption from the pdll-tax. The power of 

^ honours and privileges of the peerage, it is not the man 
^ who can count a long train of titled anceftors, but the 
« hereditary legiflator, who is himfelf noble. The younger 
<* branches of thefe families, as they have no ihare in the 
•* tegiflature, are but little, if (by courtefy) at all diftinguifh^- 
^ ed from their fellaw*fubje£b ; with whom they anddieir 
« defendants afSmilate, and are foon, if I may fo exprefs 
«» myfelf, melted down into the general mafs of the people. 
« Hence thefe become a fort of link between the nobility, 
«* and the commoners ; a link that, conne<£Hng their in- 
^ terefts, prevents all divifion between thefe tvjnD orders it^ 
** their capacity of members of the feme fociety, and which 
«* forms of that fociety a continued chain, no part of which 
^ can be touched without affecSling, by an almoft eleftrical 
«' communication, all the reft. In other countries, where 
«* thofewho have been once ennobled tranfmit the. honours 
^ and privileges of nobility to all their pofterity alike, there 
•* is no link to conneft the nobles to the rgftof the nation i 
" oa the contrary, a line is drawn between them to per- 
" petuity ; a line which cuts, as it were, the chain of fo^ 
^ ciety in two, the fevered ends of which appear rather to 
•' repel than attract each other. There, confequently, that 
** conjunftion of views and intcrefts cannot take place in 
^ the nation at large, to which I have faid a free conftitu- 
" tion ipuft, in a great degree, owe its iafety." Sheridan, 

creating 
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circajii^g new nobility is xeAed in tbe king^ 
but tbe niunber is limited. In a diet heki 
under AdplphAi^ Frederic^ it was enadcd^ that 
BO addttional ones ihould be a{^inted until; 
tl» femilies o£ this order were reduced ta. 
MOO.;, and aJt the revolutioa of 1772 his 
prc0^nt inaje% obtained the right of adding 
150. The httd of each noble &mily, ia the 
diosft Urm, i&. by birth, a member of this houie ; 
and ceprefentG^ in his perfba, all the younger 
part of that lino, as well as the coUaienil 
branches. If he happens to be a fenator, he 
13 incapacitated by his office from a place in 
the diet; but enjoys the power of transferring 
his feaii to another noble. The feat of a re- 
prefentative^ who declines attending, is filled 
by the perfon who is next in fucceflion *• 
As there are about 1200 noble families, if 

^ Formerly each head had the power of transferring his 
f^to. anjK o;ie noble; but as this privilege gave rife to 
afcan^alcais traffic of felling fe^ts (fee Sheq^lan, p. 159), 
th^ b<HifQ pa^d a decree, prohibiting any reprefentative 
from appointing a noble of another family to be his fubfli-* 
!tulc^ to the prejudice of his owa family in all its collateral 
branches^ any of whom might, in preference to an alien, 
claim.a right qf affifting at a diet, if the chief declined at^ 
tetiding. 

each 
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each head attended, the members prefent in 
the honfe would amount to that number; 
but there being no neceffity for affifting at 
the diet, the reprefentatives vary. In the late 
reign, when their votes were of greater con- 
fcquence than they are under the prefent form 
of government, they ufually amounted to 500 
or 600 ; and on a remarkable occafion, when 
Adolphus Frederic intimated a defign of ab- 
dicating the throne, above 1000 took their 
feats. In the late diet of 1778, 700 made their 
appearance *. 

The nobles ufed to decide by a majority ; 
but in the diet of 1 774, the king introduced a 
new mode of voting into the houfe of nobles^ 
which promifed to give great influence to the 
crown ; but which has not anfwered that ex- 
peftation. He divided the houfe into three 

: * The governors of the provinces, and the colonels of 
each regiment, attend the fittings of the diet, in order to- 
deliver in their reports; but they have no vote, excepting^ 
vi^en they take their feats ; as is ufually the cafe, as repre*- 
fentatives in their own right, or by the transfer of the heads 
(^ noble families. Thefe circumilances have induced fome 
authors erroneoufly to affert that the governors and colonels 
are, from their offices, entitled toTeats and votes in the houfe 
of nobles. 

cMes : 
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claflSbs : i . Counts and Barons, called Herre 
Clafen. 

2. The 300 oldeft families, neither Counts 
nor Barons, and the fons of thofe who have 
the title of Excellency, called Riddare^ or 
knights. 

3. The remainder of the nobility, called 
Swerne Clajfen. 

Each of thefe clafles votes feparately ; and 
the queftion is determined by the majority of 
the clafTes. 



IL The fecond Houfe is that of the Clergy *, . 

The reprefentatives of this order confift of 
the fourteen bifhops, and a certain number 

of 

* The Lutheran is the eftablifhed religion of Sweden. 
The members are biihops, dmiprojls or deans, projis or 
archdeacons, pajiors or reAors, and comminijlirs or per* 
petual curates. There are fourteen diocefes; the arch- 
bifliopric of Upfela, and the biflioprics of Lindkoeping^ 
Skara, Straengnoes, Woefteras, Wexio, Abo, Lund, Borgo, 
Gotheborg, Calmar, Carlftadt, Hcrmofend, and Wifby or 
Gothland. The revenues of Upfala and Woefteras amount 
to about £. 1000 per annum 5 and thofe of the loweft bi- 
flioprics to ^. 300, The bifliops are bound to refidence, 
excepting at the meeting of the diet. The chapters- of 

Upfala, 
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<rf ecclefiaftics chofen in the following man- 
ner: The king's writ being iflued to thft 
chapter or ecclefiaftical court of each diocefe* 
the latter difpatches a circular letter to the 
archdeacon of a diftrid: having the right of 
clcftion ; and he communicates the fummons 
to the clergymen of his feveral parifhes. Every 
perfon pofleffing a benifice, and every upper 
tad under mafter of the royal fchools, is an 
Heftor, and may be a candidate to reprefent 
that diftridt*. The eleftors meet at fome 
place towards the center of the archdeaconry ; 
and the perfon who has the greateft number 
of votes is chofen reprefentative. The bi- 

VpQAfty Lund, and Abo, which are miiverfities, are com- 
pofed of the biflrops, .deans, who are always pr/WnV ^r^* 
fej/ores of div'mityy and the other profeflbrs of divinity; in 
thofe diocefes in which there are gymnafia^ they confift of 
the bifbop, dean, and the le^ores gymnajiiy or profeflbrs* In 
the diocefe of Wiiby or Gothland, the chapter is formed 
by the bifhop and the neighbouring redlors. — There are 
aUb three fuperintendents, who rank as bifhops, but do 
not fit in the houfe : the firft chaplain to the king ; the 
redor of St. Nicholas at Stockholm ; and the firft chaplain 
1^ the navy. 

* The comminijlersy or perpetual curates, have alfo a 
right to chufe one reprefentative from the comminifters of 
each diocefe : but as they are bound to pay the reprefentative, 
&ey feldom make u{e «f their privilege. 

fhops 

4 
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(hops are obliged to defray their own ex^ 
pences at the fittings of the diet, though ihcy 
ufually receive, in the larger diocefes, i5x. 
per day; and in the finaller lo/.c but the 
others muft be paid by their conflituoits about 
5/. or 6x. pa- day. The number of the re<^ 
prefentatives is uncertain, becauie each ardi* 
^conry has the privilege of fending one mem-- 
ber, or of joining with another in the choic« 
of one : they have been feldom lefs than 50^ 
and have never exceeded 80. 



IIL The third Houie is that of the Czti^ns^^ 

Sweden contains 104 towns, which enjoy 
the privilege of fending members to the diet. 
Every citizen of thefe towns engaged in trade 
and commerce, being a £reeman, and paying 
taxes to the t9wn, is at the age of "21 an 
cle<ftor * ; and every citizen, even the loweft 

niemal 

♦ The right of voting depends, in different places, ci| 
different qualifications. In tome places it is derived from 
a certain afleffinent upon capitals employed in trade } in 
others from a tar upon land widiout t^ boundaries of 
the town, &c« In all cales, perfbns who in this manner 

< coi^tribute 
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menial tradefman, who has been a freeman 
during feven years, or an alderman during 
three, and who has attained the age of 24, 
is qualiiied to be a reprefentative. Summons 
from the crown being ifliied by the governors 
d[ the provinces, the latter tranfmit them to the 
mayor and aldermen of each town having the 
right of appointing members. . The mayor 
affembles.the. eledtors in the town-hall, and- 
tbeir choice is, determined by the majority: 
none but freemen are permitted to be prefent. 
Each reprefentative receives from his con- 
llituents a fmall contribution ; which, in the 
larger towns, amounts to about 15^-;. and. in 
the frnaller to 5/. 4^. or zs. 6d. per day, 
during their attendance at the diet. . The 
number of members, who reprefented this 
order,, was never precifely the fame. Each 
ftaple town has indeed the right of fending 
two I fome of the largeft, fuch as Gotheborg, . 

contribute largely to the public impofts, enjoy an additional 
number of voices proportionate to the multiples which they 
pay: fuppofing, for inftance, an annual rate of 2j. bd. 
qualifies for a vote, any perfon paying 5 J. has two; 10 x. 
four votes; and fo on. In Gotheborg there are about lOOO 
deftors^ and fome rich merchants pollefs feveral hundred 
votes. 

Nordkioping, 
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Nordkioping, Geffle, and a few others, three; 
and Stockholm always deputed ten * : but 
fbmetimes one or two fmall towns joined to 
cleft only one deputy; and at other times 
each appointed its own members. The ufual 
number feldom fell fhort of 100, and never 
exceeded 200. 



IV.5The fourth Houfe is that of the Pea* 
fants; whofe reprefentatives are chofen by, 
and from, the following order of fubjedts. 

The definition of a peafant is d, farmer 
employed in agriculture, poflcfling land of a 
certain tenure, who has never followed any 
trade, or enjoyed any civU office* This de- 
fcription includes only thofe whofe anceftors 
were alfo farmers ; and does not entitle either 
nobles, .citizens, or evdn country gentlemen, 
though they may purchafe the peafant's eftate, 
either to vote> or to be returned a member* 
The land qualifying the farmer, who is a 

♦ Of. this number four are etefted from the mayor and 
aldermen, two from the wholelale merchants, two from retail 
traders, and two from perfons engaged in handicraft trades. 

Vol. IV, K peafant. 
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peafant, to. be an cleftor, muft be either crown 
land, or his own property. The moft valu/* 
able of thefe eftates may be worth iC-^^^^ 
and the poorefl: about jC.30. If the land is 
poffefled by two or more pea^nts, the vote 
is fplit among the feveral proprietors, each 
enjoying that ftiare of the vote which is pro- 
portionate to his fhare of the farm*; but 
each of them is qualified to be a reprefeatative. 
The peafants who thus enjoy the privilege 
of nominating deputies, or of being eledled 
themfelves, may be divided into three claffes: 
I. Peafants whofe farms confift of crown 
knds, which they enjoy for life upon pay- 
ment of an annual quit-rent ; and from which 
they cannot be removed but for being for- 
mally, proved guilty of having negledted their 
culture. Upon the death of the proprietor,! 
the leafe is almoft always granted to the 
eldeft fon. 2. and 3. Peafants who have 
bought, at fix years' purchafe, either from the 
crown, or the nobility, the perpetuity of their 
fiirms on the payment of a quit-rent. The 

* Thus a peafant having ^'^d of an eftate qualifying for 
a vote, has ^'^d of a vote : and thefe fraftions are all added 
together, which frequently makes an election for a member 
of the diet a very complicated bufmefs. 

8 mode 
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mode of eledion is as follows: The writ be^ 
ing iSued to the governor of the province, he 
fends it to the county judges, each of whom 
iummons the pea&nts within his juiifdiftion 
to meet in the court of juflice, and in his 
pneience, on the day appointed for the eleftion- 
The members are chofen by the majority of 
yokes. The conflituents join in contribut- 
ing the fum of three, four, or five (hillings 
per day towards defraying the expences of 
their deputy at the dkt. The electors who 
uiually ailemble in each diftridt are ieldom 
Icfs than 30, or more than 100. The num- 
ber of reprefentatives in the houfe of peafants 
is extremely uncertain, as two tliftrids occa- 
fionally unite in fending only one deputy, 
and at other times eledt two; but, upon an 
average, they ufually amount to about 100. 

It is a very remarkable circumftancc, that, 
in a conftitution fo free as that of Sweden, in 
which even the peafants, as land-holders, are 
returned members to the diet, the country 
gentlemen, be their landed property ever fo 
large, are not reprefented in the ilates of th« 
kingdom * ; liave neither any vote in the 

choice 

♦ The reafon of the country gentlemen -being exchidcd 
from all il^re in the legiflation, was, that the fgrm of 

£L 2 government 
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choice of rcprcfentsitives, nor can be reprefen- 
tativcs themfelves: a ftrange inconfiftcncy, 
that thofe pcrfons, who are juftly eftcemcd 
the moft ^ refpedable and incorrupt part of ' 
the body politic, fhould not enjoy the Icaft 
fhare in the legiflature; while many mecha- 
nics and farmers, who are both as unqualified 
to canvas intricate political qucftions, as they 
are incapable of refifting the influence of bri- 
bery, poflefs that important privilege. Soon 
after the efkblifhment of the limited mo- 
narchy in 172Q by the ariftocratical party 
which raifed Ulrica Eleonora to the throne, 
many country gentlemen figned an addrefs to 
the diet, reprefenting the impropriety of ex- 
cluding fb ■ important an order of men from 
the ftates of the realm. But as the articles 
of government wete finally fettled, their ap- 
plication was not complied with : fo well 
founded and juft, however, were the princi- 
ples of their remonftrance; .that the king, at 
the recommendation of the diet, advanced fe- 
yeral of the petitioners into the order of no-^ 
bles. 

'government eftabliftied in 17AO, was founded on thean- 
tlent conftitution of Sweden; by which the inhabitants 
were, as in meft other countries of Europe, divided into 
nobles, clergy, citizens, and peafants. 

The 
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The ftates of the kingdom, thus compoied 
of the reprcfentatives choicn in the manner 
jufl defcribed, aiTemble at Stockholm in ie- 
veral places. The nobles in the hou& of 
nobles ; the clergy in the cathedral ; the citi- 
zens in the town-hall; and the peafknts in 
another apartnient of the fame building. 

Having taken their feats, and chofen their 
refpedive fpcakers, the four houfes repair in 
due form to a hall of the palace ; where the 
king, clad in his royal i:obes and ieated upon 
the throne, informs them, in a ihort fpeech, 
of the reafons for which they arc convened ; 
defiring them to affift him with their advice 
in the prefent jundlure of affairs, and delibe- 
rate for the good of the kingdom. Dn anfwer 
to this harangue, the four fpeakers compli-^ 
ment his nujefty in the name of their refpec- 
tive houfes ; after which ceremony the repre-- 
fentatives immediately retire. 

Laws are enadted in the following manner : 
During the fittings of the diet, every member 
of the four houfes has the privilege of propof- 
ing a queilion to the confideration of the af-- 
fembly to which he belongs. A debate takes 
place upon the motion, which is carried or 
rejeifted by a majority. If it pafles in one 

K 3 houfe. 
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hotiic, it is fent by a deputation to each of 
the others; and, if aflented to by three, is 
prefented by the four fpeakers to the king: 
his majefly afterwards fummons the ftatcs to 
the palace, and communicates to them his 
aflent or diflent in form. The latter nega- 
tives the bill, and the former gives to it the 
famftion of a law. If the bill originates from 
the king, it is thus brought in : his majefty 
hys it before the fenators, and having obtained 
their opinions in writing, refers it to the 
difcuffion of the. ftates i if they approve it, the 
four houfes repair to the palace, and com- 
municate their aflent to his majefty ; if it is 
fejeded, they tranfmit their determination in 
writing by their fpeakers, and accompany it 
with the reafons which had induced theni to 
diflent. When the king chufcs to put an end 
to the diet -, he fummons the ftates to the 
-palace, and diflblves them by a fpeech. 



CHAP, 
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C H A P. V. 

General Remarks an the L Population;-^ 
IL Commerce ; — UL Revenues and Expendi^ 
ttire^ — IF. Bank ^Stockholm; — F. Military 
ejiablijhment I — And, FI. Penal Laws^ of 
Sweden. 

TH E population is perhaps more ac- 
curately afcertained in Sweden than in 
any other part of Europe ; which is owing 
to the peculiar care and attention paid by 
government to obtain a correct regifter of the 
mamages, births, and deaths. For this pur- 
pofe a Cabell Commtjfion^ or a board for in*- 
fpe<air^ and regiftering the biUs of mortality^ 
refident at Stockholm, was inftituted in 1749 ; 
which maintains a correfpondence with all 
the pariflies and towns in the kingdom. Ta- 
bles are diftributed to the clergymen and ma- 
giftrates for the purpofe of enrolling the mar- 
riages, births, and deaths in their refpedive 
diftriits, and fpecifying the number of inha- 
bitants at that time fubfifting ; and extraordi- 
nary care is taken to prevent miftakes* 

K4 The 
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The firft table is for a general lift of the 
births, deaths, and marriages ; the fecond for 
the bills of mortality ; the thir4 for the num- 
ber of inhabitants. The two former are kept 
by the parifll-priefts, and annually delivered ; 
the latter by the parifh-prieft in the country, 
and by the magiftrates in the tovvrns, and are 
fent to * the board at the end of every third 
year *, A copy of the two former tables is 
here fubjoined, as their ufeful tendency is evi- 
dent ; and as an inftitution of a fimilar nature 
could not fail of being highly advantageous to 
every country, 

* The afcertaining of the number of inhabitants is 
greatly facilitated by the poll-tax, and by the care taken by 
the clergy to keep exaft regifters. , About thirty ye^rs 
ago the diet paffed a law, that every perfon in-Sweden, both 
male and female, fliould learn to read. This regulation is 
I confidered as part of the ecclefiaftical difcipline ; and is 
particularly attended to by the clergy, who ejfamine th^ 
children in their refpeftive pariflics. 
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The celebrated aftronomer, Mr. Wargentin^ 
a member of this ufeful focicty, has publiflied» 
m the Tranfaiftions of the Royal Swedish Aca- 
demy of Sciences, a very clear and accurate 
account of the manner in which the board 
carries on its corrdpondcncc, and collefts the 
neceffary information ; and has drawn from the 
feveral regifters an average computation of the 
annual deaths. 

From feveral judicious calculations, formed from die 
regifters of nine fucceffive years, he computes, that, in the 
country, the annual proportioii of deaths to births is as i 
to 35, or, if the year is remarkably healthy, to 36 or even 
37 ; and at Stockholm as i to 20. He adds, that duriag 
the fame period, there were 2036 men and 3540 women 
above the age of 905 of whom 212 men and 328 women 
were between 100 and 105 ; 31 men and 76 women be- 
tween J 06 and 1 1 6 i 22 men and 1 9 women between lit 
and Z20 ; one man was 122 ; and one woman 127. At 
the end is a table of the marriages, deaths, and births, 
from 1755 to 1763. We find, in Cantzler's ♦ State of 
Sweden, that, in 1760, the population amounted to 
2,383,1 13 fouls ; that of thefe were 162,888 inhabitants of 
towns, exclufive of the nobility and clergy; and 2,220,225 
perfons living in the country, including the nobility and 
clergy ; and that, according to a fair calculation, the whole 
number might be clafled in the following proportion; 
i©>645 nobles, comprizing 3597 under 15 years; 18,197 
«Gclefiaftics aqd their families, and ftudents, including 7073 
iinder 15; 162,888 inhabitants of towns and their families 

• P. 1S6. Memoires pour f«mr a la connoiflance du Royanme de 
Swede ; an txceUent work, whichy for accuracy and information, canuoc 
be too bigbiy recommended. 

engaged 
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cAgagrf in arts, inamifa£hires> and tradei f 2,i9'i',38j in- 
habitants of the country employed in agricukurcy the mines^ 
&c. 

I (hall clofe this accoimt with ^ lift of the birAis aiul 
deaths in Sweden, and the number of inhabk^ts. Tbe 
reader will not doubt its accuracy, when he is informed 
that I received rt from Mr. Wargentin. 

The lift is claflfed according to the three great drnitocxs 
of the kingdom. 

In the iii^ divifipn, called Sweden Prot^eFy ciompce* 
hending the metropolis. Upland, SodermanJand^ Nerike,. 
Weftmanland) Dalecarlia, and all the provinces to the 
North* 





BIRTHS. 1 
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Years. 


Males. 


Females. . Total. 


MMes. 


Females, Tat'al. 


1749 


12774 


12605 25379 


10857 


1 1622 ^22479 


1750 


13768 


13253 26961 


10035 


loiio 20i4S 


I75I 


15247 


I45I8 29765 


9916 


10236 20151 


1752 


14347 


13703 28050 


1 1875 


11 948 23823 


*774 


15364 


14971 30335 


10029 


106 1 7 20646 


»775 


16180 


15697 31877 


10882 


10920 21802 


1776 


15220 


14537 29757 


10622 


10621 21241 

121 18 2423? 


1777 


15047 


14541 29588 t I2IiO 






Mules. Females. 


Total. 


In 


1752 


363541 '419326 


782867 




1776 


' 433494- 48 


0154 


913648 



In the kingdom of Gothland, comprehending Warme* 
land, Woeftergothland, Oftergothland, and all the provinces 
fouth of them, with the iflands of Oeland and Gothland^ 

s. 

Total: 

27037 

27477 

26750 

25644 
23817 

28147 

24453 

27024 
Number 
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DEATH 


Years. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


I'ernalcs. 


1749 


17327 


16777 


34104 


J 3^85 


13852 


1750 


I9III 


18439 


375SO 


13406 


1407 1 


I75I 


20016 


19510 


39526 


1 31 66 


13584 
12946 


1752 


I8S3I 


18092 


36923 


12698 


»774 


^19507 


18678 


38185 


1 1 506 


12311 


1775 


20301 


19465 


39766 


13691 


14456 


1776 


1 90 1 6 


18166 


37182 


"999 


12454 


177; 


19466 


18570 


38036 


13227 


13797 
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' Number of Inhabitants. 

Males. Females. Total. 

In 1752 477079 5*5781 1,002860 

1776 553171 594985 1,148156 

In Finland* 





BIRTHS. 




DEATHS. 


Tears. 


Maies. 


Females. 


ToUL 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


1749 


8546 


8257 


16803 


5827 


5828 


1 1655 


1750 


8870 


8550 


'Zi^9 


5446 


5777 


1 1 223 


1751 


.9508 


93+2 


18850 


fJJI 


53*6 


10475 


1752 


9737 


9658 


19395 


5702 


11400 


1774 


12211 


"731 


23942 


6431 


6321 


12752 


1775 


12296 


12167 


24463 


7681 


7782 


15463 


1776 


12044 


1 1880 


23924 
24832 


9361 

q88o 
8010 


9362 


18723 


1777 


12609 


12223 


9915 


19795 


1778 


13614 


13202 


26816 


7688 


15698 


^779 


14180 


13579 


27759 


7223 


6872 


14095 



In 



Number of Souls in Finland. 

Males. Females. Total. 

1752 205002 2240 10 429912 

1776 298322 31 1823 61OI4S 



Lift of Births and Deaths in 



Years. 



BIRTHS. 

Males. Females. 



Total. 



1749 38647 37639 76286 

1750 41698 40242 81940 

1751 44771 43370 8814I 

1752 42915 41453 84368 

1774 47082 45380 92462 

1775 47492 460^0 9352a 

1776 46280 44583 90863 
J777 47122 45334 92456 



the whole Kingdom. 

DEATHS. 

Males. Female*. Total. 

29869 31302 61 171 

28887 29958 58845 

28231 29146 57377 

30592 30275 60867 

27966 29249 57215 

32254 33158 65412 

31982 32437 64419, 

35227 35830 71957 



In 1752 
1776 
J781 



Number of Souls in Sweden. 

Males. Females. Total. 

1,045622 1,170017 2,215639 

1,284987 1,386962 2,671949 

About — — 2,767000 



By 



^ 



By comparing the population of thefe three 
difFerertt epochs, the reader will perceive that 
the country has been gradually recovering 
' from that exhaufted ftate to which it had been 
reduced by the wars of Charles XII. ; and 
that^ within the fpace of thirty years, the 
nimiber of inhabitants have increased 551 ^361 » 
CM- a fifth part of its prefent population. 

IL The Commerce. A general idea of the 
commerce of Sweden will be beft found by the* 
following t?.bles^ 
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NAVIGATION to and from SWEDEN 
in the Year 1781. 





Ships loaded. 


Entered in 
Ballaft. 


Ships rone out 
loaded. 


' 


Swedith. 


Foreign 


Swedift) 


Foreign 


Swedifh, 


Foreign. 


Denmark - - 


357 


18 


— 


1 


joo 


II 


Dantzic - - 


141 


2 


— 


— 


97 


1 


England •' - 

■ 


88 


87 


^ 


8 


23s 


77 


France • • 


5° 


s 


— ■ 


I 


'55 


4 


HoBand - - 


37 


I 


— 


— 


53 


- I 


KoDiglberg • 


2ZZ 


5 


2 


— 


151 


'4 


Mediterranean 


S3 
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43 




Pomerania • 


256 
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18s 
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Portugal - - 


142 
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68 
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Raffia . - 


509 


10 


— 
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524 


19 


Spain 


10 
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13 




GermMY - ' 
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In comparing the exports ♦ 

and imports for 178 1, a 

balance in farour of the 

former is founds amount- 
ing to ^ ^ . Z^^^yj ^9 6f 
To which is to l)e added 

the national gain by the 

Bail India commerce ^ 619III 18 loi 
Freights gained in the Me* 

diterranean^ by SwediOi 

/hips, according to the 

beft and moft authentic 

accoimts^ to - « • 50,060 o o 



JC- 47^^549 18 4J 



Silver, gold, and divers fo- 
reign coin imported this 
year ------ 111,844 5 "* 

Intereft, provifion, and bro- 
kerage for loans made 
or renewed abroad, as 
well as intereft for the 

* See Appendix. 

' divers 
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divers fums which Swe- 

difli merchants owe, and 

credit given them by fo- 
reigners on part of the 

imports of this year, 

amount, according to the 

moft probable accounts, 

to - -* - 50,000 o o 

Annual prefents to the 

powers on the coaft of 

Barbary, and other ex- 

pences relating thereto, 

as well as appointments 

and falaries df confuls in 

thofe places, and of the 

Swedifh minifter at Con- 

fkntinople - - 13,18918 i } 

Smuggling, and frauds in 

declaring the amount of 

the merchandizes at the 

cuftom-houfe - - 125,000 o o 
Balance in favour of Swe- 
den ^- - - 171,515 14. 4 



iC- 471 ^549 18 4i 
The 
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III. The revenues of Sw^en are chiefly 
drawn from the rents of the royal dc- 
mefnes ; part of the great ty thes ; a poll-tax ♦ ; 
duties upon exports and imports ; upon mines 
and forges; upon diftilled fpirits; dedu^ons 
frpm.falaries, peniionsy and places; tax upon 
chimnies; and the monopoly of £dt-pctrc« 

Thefe revenues amount to fbmething more 
than ^•1,000,000 fterling» but may, on an 
average, be taken at ^.1,050,000 a year: 
they have been much augmented fincc the 
revolution in 1772, as they did not then 
amount to more than ^.J^ofioo, or at moft 
jC- 837,500. In this )^. i,ooa,ooo however 
are not included the rents of land immedisttfefy 
affigned for the militia effcabliihment and 
failors, and for the, pay or ialary.of the go- 
vernors of provinces, aod their officers ; thefe 
rents, levied .direftly by thofe to whom they 
are adigned, ^ount at leail to ^, 300,000 or 
jC- 350,000. 

♦ About 15. 3^. -each perfon. The poll-tax is paid by 
every peribn, male and female, between the ages of 15 
and 63 ; excepting the nobles and their domeftics ; foldiers 
and government Tailors ; and every married couple among 
the lower clafs of farmers of a certain defcriptlon, having 
four children) iX which the youhgeft is under eigh't year$ 
ofage. 

Vol. IV, L The 
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The chief articles of Swedifh revenue are as 
follow : * 

Royal demefnes 

Pdl-tax - - - 

Duties on export and im- 
port - - - 

Extraordinary taxes granted 
by the flates - - - 

The. brandy, being a re- 
gale . - • 

The poft office - - - 

Stamped paper - - - 

Tythaes on com 

Ditto on iron, copper, 
filver, allum, brimftone, 
vitriol, mines, and lime 
furnaces - ^ 

The royal lottery - 
And above twenty or thirty other iinaller 
articles, which amount however to about 
j^. 500,000. ' 

The expences were regulated in 1773 to 

aniwer exactly the revenujss j but th^y have 

4 ever 
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ever exceeded them, and there is a confider- 
able annual deficiency, which has not hitherto 
been made up otherwife th^n by loans or an- 
ticipations, «kd muft oblige the king to call 
the ftates, in order to jGind means to extm- 
guifh th?fct increafing xiebt^ by any new re- 
fources which may make the revenues nxore 
adequate to the expences *. 

The average e^cpences amount to 4*753*126 
rix-dollars, or £.1,188,281. loj* 

The chief articles of expenditure in the year 

J 784, were, 

1. The king^s court, includ- 
ing that of the queen - 78,756 10 o 

2. The militaiy,' viz. the 
, garrifon regiments, the 

militia not included - - 70,336 5 o 

' * The diet of 1788 granted a loan towards liquidating 
the debt occafioned by the annual deficiency, gave fupplies 
for carrying on the war^ and laid on additional taxes ; 
namely, fix per cent, on houfe rents s eight per cent, on all 
places from ten rix-doUars, or^^.a. 10/. to ipp rix-dol- 
lars, or £. 25 per ann. ; on titles ; and three copper dollars, 
or 10 f^. on each window-light 

L 2 \. Ammu- 
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j^. s. d. 

3. Ammunition for ditto - 26,791 15 o 

4. Clothing ditto - - 24,500 o o 
5,, The artillery - - - 16,548 10 o 

6. The navy, the new 

buildings included — -11 8, 138 10 o 

7. The fortrcfles and en- 
gineers - - - 19,701 o o 

8. The gallies, &c. being 

feparate from the navy - 25,699 10 b 

9. Towards the expences of 

the king's travels - - 50,000 o o 

10. Ships new building, ex- 
tra - - - - 35*316 10 o 

11. Annual fum of extraor- 
dinaries left to the king's 
own difpoiition, according 

to the form, of government 25,000 o o 



Amongft 
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Amongft numerous fmaller articles that make 
up the reft of ^.1,188,281. lox. the 
whole of the expences, I note the fol* 
lowing : 





£' 


s» 


d. 


I. Drotningholm - 


5,129 


10 





2. The prince royal 


2,700 








3. The king's ftables 


4*755 








4, The prince royal's fta- 








bles - - - - 


612 • 


■ 5 





5. Income of prince 








Charles • . - 


12,034 








6. Income of prince Fre- 








deric Adolphus - 


4*375 








7. The princefs - - - 


6,647 








8. The - . - 


4*927 








9^ The guards 


"»93i 


'5 





10. The life dragoons - - 


6,143 


5 





II. Thefenate - - - 


14*583 
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<f 


12. The parliament of 








Stockholm 


5,080 
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13. Penfions and gratifica- 








tions . - - 


7*937 


15 
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All that has been faid hitherto about the 
finances. rdates only to Swedeiri, FinUnd ani^ 
Pojnerania not included: Pomerania is en- 
tirely feparated in the accounts and eftimates, 
as its expences are to be defrayed from its own 
revenues ; but Finland, though feparated from 
Sweden in the yearly eflimates, is, however, 
fupported by the Swediih revenues, out of 
which about JT. 1 2,500 annually make up the 
deficiency in the Finland revenues : this defi- 
ciency arifes chiefly from the great expences 
occafioned by the fortrefs of Svcaborg, the 
military, and the gallies. The revenues of 
Finland amount to jC- ^00,000 per annum, and 
its expences to ^. 1 1 2,500 5 to which muft bo 
added the rents of land configned to pay the 
militia, governors, &c, which may amount 
to between yr,?5,ooo and ^.30,000 fterling. 



RECAPI- 
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RECAPITULATION. 



The revenues of Sweden 


c 


i,05o>ooo 


pf Finland ^ 




100,000 


of Pomerania 


m 


50,000 


The rents of lands in Sweden 




300,000 


in Finland 


- 


25,000 


The total income of the 






Swedifb revenues amount to 


>c. 


1,525,600 



This fum, in cafe of neccffity, might be 
confiderably augmented, partly by new taxes 
granted by the ftates, thofe now paid being 
very moderate 1 partly by free gifts froih 
the bank of Sweden, out of its annual profits, 
which are confiderable, but cannot be difpoied 
of without the confent of the dates, 

IV. The bank of Stockholm owes its origin 
to Mr. Palmftiut, a merchant, who carried 
on a very e>ftenfive trade, and pofleffed great 
property in iron mines. He eftablifhed at 
Stockholm a bank for the purpofe of exchang-^ 
ing and lending money, divided into two 
departments for thofe different purpofes. As 
he was the only banker at that time in the 

\u 4 kingdom. 
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Jcingdom, his corrcfpondcncc was very exten- 
five; and his credit was fa well fupported 
by his private fund, and the profit of his iron 
works, that the notes which he iffued at the 
intereft of eight per cent, for a term of ten 
years and upwards, were circulated" through 
the kingdoni, and received as ready cafli by 
the trading part of the nation. 

But in pToccfs of time, feveral counter-^ 
\J fel t notes being iflued, many of Ijis debtors 
refufing either to reimburfe the'capital or to 
difcharge the intereft, the goods and pawns 
Upon: which the money was lent being loo 
numerous to be diipofed of to advantage, an4 
the proceedings of the courts of law too. dila- 
tory, the bank was drained of cafli, and its 
credit in danger of finking into difrepute. / , 

In thi$ dilemma Mr. Palmfhut applied 
to Charles XL explained the general ftate 
of his bank, proved that the fund was by 
no means deficient, but that unlefs he could 
recover what was due he fhould be ixi dan- 
ger of becoming bankrupt. He intreated, 
therefore, the king to take the bank under 
his royal direction;, and demonftrated, that 
by certain regulations the money could be 
recovered, the accounts fettled, and the loffes 
entirely repired, 

Thq 
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The king approved the propolal, took 
the bank under his own protedion, . and ap- 
pointed Pahnfliut diredlor. 

His majefty having eftabiiflied the credit 
and fecurity of the bank, transferred the di- 
red:ion to the ftates of the kingdom at- 
fcmbled in 1688, declared himfeif and his 
fuccejflbrs protestors of the bank> but re- 
nounced all interference or influence in dif- 
pofing of the money, under any pretext. 
The ftates being thus declared guarantees, 
proprietors, and diredors of the bank, fc- 
veral regulations were made, of which the 
following were the principal : 

That the bank fhould lend money upon 
good fecurity, at the intereft of eight per 
cent, and fhould pay for all money borrov/ed 
only fix per cent. ; that the debtors fliould 
difcharge intereft upon intereft, but that 
the bank (hould not pay intereft upon in* 
tereft; that all the kings revenues fhould 
be depofitcd in the bank, but without re- 
ceiving any intereft. The bank was em* 
powered to ifTue notes not exceeding the 
value of thirty-fix dollars copper mint, or^l. ^ 
jos^; ancFltwas finally refolved, that the 
ftates, or thofe whom they fhould depute, 
ihpuld have the power of infpeding the ac- 
counts, 

^ •'•■>.;•-: '"■•'^-•'■,1. .■,.,.? '"■ C- f!^ rf'*0-'.-, 
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counts, and of inquiring into the nature of 
its conftitution. By thefc regulations the 
credit and riches of the bank inoreafed to 
that degree, that towards the clofe of the 
laft century it became the univerfal dc- 
pofitory of the whole kidgdom, both as to 
public and private circulation, and lowered 
the intereft from eight to feven per cent, 
and afterwards to fix, four, and three per 
cent. In return, the intereft for all money 
borrowed, or depofited in the bank by way 
of loan, was likewife lefiened from fix to 
four and an half, three, and two per cent* 

The large quantity of copper money then 
current in the country heing by reafon of its 
bulk and weight extremely inconvenient, ren-» 
dered the cirpulation of bank notes advantage^ 
ous to trade and commerce, 

The bank fupplied Charles the Twelfth 
with fuch confiderable fums from 1714 to 
171 7 that the revenues arifing from the tolls 
and cuftoms were infufficient to pay the inte- 
l-eft, and there was a confiderable deficiency. 

Thefe fupplies greatly diminiflied the pub-r 
lie opinion in favour of the bank, and would 
Jiave undermined its credit, if the king, upon 
the remonflrance pf the flates, had not mort- 
gaged 
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gaged dertain revenues of the crown, for th8 
purpofe of difcharging the intercft. His 
majeftyat the fame time declared, that aB 
the revenues then mortgaged ihould remain in 
the hands of the bank, until the debt fhould be 
fitfiy difcharged ; and promifed, that he Vould 
not, on any pretext or emergency, have agaiij 
recourfe to the bank for money, except fot 
fuch as belonged to the crown. By this ftep 
the credit of the bank was in fome mejifurc 
retrieved; but its ftock was too far drained 
to repair entirely its former credit, until Baron 
Coertz undefignedly contributed to it by a 
fcheme in every other refpcift detrimental to 
the nation. In order to fupply Charles with 
money for his conftant wars, Goert^ hit upon 
^e following defpotic expedient : He compel- 
led perfons firft, by means of fines and penal- 
ties, and afterwards by a fpecies of torture, to 
deliver up their plate, jewels, ^nd coin. Ill 
return for thefe eiFed:s they r^fceived copper 
<:urrcncy, called mynte/kn, orfigns of coins^ 
each weighing only one-third of a ftyver, 
tjut paffing for a lilver dollar, or ten-pence^ 
of which it was only a 96th part. 

The public finding their property thua 
forcibly torn froni them, and receiving no 

other 
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Other equivalent than a debafed currency, 
which fell fliort of its nominal value, fecretiy 
transferred their plate, jewels, and money, 
to the bank, relying on his majefty's folemn 
promife, that the bank fliould be exempted 
from the interference and infpcdion of the 
crown. Baron Goertz, confidering this mode 
of proceeding as fraudulent to the crown, en- 
deavoured to prevail upon his majefty to feize 
the money and effects depofited in the bank ; 
but the king not only pofitively refufcd to 
break his royal word, which he had folenuily 
pledged to his people, but even forbade Gocttz 
from laying before him any propofals that 
might tend to the prejudice of the bank. 

In this crifis of affairs the bank received 
fuch large fums of money, great part of which, 
being placed for fccurity, paid no intereft, 
that the profits were very confiderable* This 
flouriihing ftate of affairs induced the bank, 
by order of the ftates, in 1741, to piefent the 
king with a donative of j 00,000 filver dollars, 
^^ iC* 8*333. 4^, and to fiirnifh him with 
500,000, or jr.J^if666, without intereft, to- 
wards carrying on the war againft Ruifia. Since 
that period it has frequently advanced large 
fums of money to the crown and to the board 
of manufaiaures, by order of the ftatcs. 

The 
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• The bank is divided into two departments, 
the one called hane or loan^ and the other 
Wexel or exchange bank, each keeping its 
accounts as'feparate as if they were two diitind 
eftablifhments, but each mutually fupplying 
the other as occafion requires. 

The loan bank lends money upon mort- 
gages or pledge* in the following manner :— - 
Gold and filver in block, copper, brafs, and 
lane bank fedlar^ or certificates of having lent 
money to the bank, being confidered as nearly 
the fame value as ready money, the proprietors, 
on depofiting "^oie pledges in the bank, receive 
the full value, on the payment of three per cent, 
annual intereft. 

Formerly jewels were received as pledges ; 
but as the bank was once coniiderably de-^ 
frauded in that article, and on account of 
their fluduation in value, they arc no longer 
admitted. 

As iron is a principal article in the e^e- 
ports of Sweden, and as the working of the 
mines is attended with confiderable expence, 
and the fale of the iron uncertain, the bank 
receives that metal as a proper fccurity for 
a loan. The iron being duly appraifed, and 
lodged in the public warehoufe, the pro-* 
prietor receives three-foyrths of its value at 

the 
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the bank, which tended to fecure its, credit, 
and rendered it ftill farther independent of 
the crown. 

The principal regulations were as fol- 
lows : That only jf. 250,000 {hould be annually 
lent on eflates, above what was already ad* 
vanced; that the eftates already mortgaged 
ihould, on failure of the payment of one 
year's intereft at the appointed time, be im- 
mediately fold by auction, the debt to the 
bank difcharged, and the remainder paid to the 
proprietors; that the loan on the mortgaged 
eftates fliould not be continued when the iaid 
eftates were fold or transferred without the 
confent of the bank ; and that on the fuc* 
ceffion or transfer of fuch eftates two per cent, 
of the mortgaged property (hould be paid to 
the bank. 

The independence of the bank on the crown 
was ftill farther eftabliflied by the diet of 1784, 
which fettled the following regulations : 

A committee of revifors was appointed for 
the purpofe of fuperintending and infpe(9ing 
the accounts. This committee confifts of a 
certain number of perfons chofen by the three 
houfes of nobles, clergy, and burghers, from 
their rcfpedlive orders, who continue in office 
till the meeting of a new diet, when tiiey are 

either 
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either renewed or confirmed. They aflcmble 
once every three years, and continue fitting 
not more than a month. They infped the 
general ftate of the bank, compare the accounts 
of the dire&arsi and obferve that no abufes 
have been committed, and that the regulations 
of the ftates have been followed. 

Btit as by the new conftitution the calling 
of the flates entirely depends upon the will of 
the king, and as a great length of time might 
elapfe in the intervals of the diet, it was care- 
fully provided, that the crown fliould not have 
the fmalleft part in the appointment of a va- 
cant reyifor's place. The mode of election is 
as follows: 

Of the nobles the vacant place is filled by 
the remaining noble reviibrs, and by certain 
deputies nominated by the houfe of nobles at 
the diet, who continue eleftors until the meet- 
ing of the next diet. 

On a vacancy among the ecclefiaflical re- 
vifors, the clergy of Stockholm notify the 
vacancy to the confiftories in each province, 
and appoint the day of eledion. The new 
revifor is chofen by the majority of the feve* 
rai confiftories. 

On. a vacancy among the revifors of the or* 
der of burghers, the magiftrates of Stockholm 

Voh. IV, M notify 
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notify in the fame manner the vacancy and day 
of ekdlion to iall the borough towns ; which 
likewife choofe the new rcviibr either by de- 
puties or letters. 

No country perhaps has ever, in a greater 
degree than Sweden, experienced fuch fevere 
diftreffes from a want of gold and filver fpe- 
cie ; from a fcardty even of copper money *, 
and its enormous bulk 5 and j&6m the fluftu-* 
ating value of the bank notes, which at one 
period formed almoft the only currency. 
Thefe evils, noticed by many travellers -f who, 

have 

♦ On account of the advantages attending the expor- 
tation of the copper money, the Intrinfic value of which 
was fuperior to its nominal, and the immenfe number of 
bank-notes, there was fcarcely any thing but paper cur- 
rency. At one period* even private fhopkeepers iflued 
fmall printed notes, fome fo low as id. 7.d. or 3^. value, 
which they gave iri exchange for the bank-notes. 

t The reader will eafily conceive the prefent improve- 
ments of the coin by the following paffage m Mr. Wrax- 
all's Tour which he made in 1774, only five years before 
I^ vifited Sweden. " Whatever quantity of precious me- 
*^ tals they have in the metropolis pf this kingdom, I hav* 
** not yet feen one bit, however fmall, cither of gold or, 
<* filver, in my long journey from Helfimborg to this place; 
*^ nor have they, I am well aflured, any fuch commodities 
" in the provinces. In lieu of thefe two articles, generally 
" ufed amongft us, they have two other articles which fup- 

cipljr 
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have written upon Sweden, and which threa- 
tened a total bankruptcy, are nox^r cntircljr 
removed by the king ; to whoni the (bates of 
^772 configned the difficult province of re- i^ 
forming the currency. His majefty having 

' obtained in Holland a loan of JC*JS^»^^^^ 
called in a confiderable part of the bank- 
notes, and introduced fuch a plentiful fupply 
of filver coin, remarkable for its purity and ^ 
convenience ; that in the courfe of my pro- 

, grefs through Sweden, I found not the leaft 
difficulty of procuring, even in the diftant 
provinces and fmalleft towns, filver money in 
exchange for gold or bank notes. The king 
has alio, in a great meafure, abolifhed the 
numerous and complicated modes of pecuni* 
ary computation, which varied in difierent 
places, and under different circumftances ; and 
has enjoined one fimple ipecies of reckoning 

^ ply their place, namely, copper and paper. Their bank 

^ notes are as low as one fhilling and fixpence; and they 

^ have them of all values,. rifing gradually from diat fum^ 

/ « It is often not a litdc diverting, when I tendered them 

t^ I «< one lof fifty copper, dollars, which is adequate to X2x. 6d* 

' ^ to fe^ them bring both their hands full of copper toins ; 

^ nor can they convert it into current money by any odiet 

« means." Wri»xall's Tour, p. 96. 

M2 ta 
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to be general throughout the kingdom, and to 
be indifcriminately ufed on all occafions *• 

V. The military eftablifliment. 
. The Swediih araiy is divided into natioijial 
militia and garrifon regiments. The latter, 
or troops upon the German footing, are com- 
pofed of natives and foreigners duly inlifted, 
4nd are ftationed in the feveral garrilbns, and 
receive their pay in money^ Although the 
national militia firft took a regular form under 
John III. yet its fixed eftablifhment, as it 
fubfifts at prefent, was fettled by Charles XI. 

♦ They computed, on different occaftons, and in different 
parts of the kingdom, by tons of gold, filver dollars, copper 
dollars, rixddlars, plotes, fttvers, ninftics, or cehres, fome 
whereof were imaginary, while ,the intrinfic worth (rf* others^ 
/^ was different from their real. A ton of gold =: 100,000 filver 
doHars, or 300,006 copper dollars, filver money being of 
triple value to copper money; .a rixdrflar = 51.; a plotc 
r= I J. %d\ filver dollar =: \od. ; a copper dollar =3 3^^, 
tz 10 ftivers and 2 runftics ; a ftiver = .1 farthing and ^ 
r: 3 runftics or copper oehres. The new mode of compu- 
tation introduced by his majefty, is by rixdoUars, ikelinsy 
and runftics. A rixdollar = 51. contains 48 fkelins, and a 
ikelin 12 runftics. This mode has be^n adopted ^ by go- 
▼ernment, and will, in procefsof time, become general; 
idiough the- people are, from long habit, fo attached ta their 
antient complicated maimer of jreckonidg, that tl)ey will 
not readily renounce it. 
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That prince refumed the grants of the crown- 
demefnes which had been laviflied by his pre** 
decefTors : fome he reftored, on condition that 
the proprietors of a certain portion ihould 
fernifli a foldier; others he allotted for die 
maintenance of the officers. It was al£> en- 
acted during his reign^ that the knds thus 
afligned for the fupport of the national tnili* 
tia, fhould for ever remain appropriated to 
that purpofe ; and thcfe regulations were fur- 
ther confirmed and augmented in 1723, with 
the additional claufe, that they fhould be con- 
fidered as a fundamental part of the conflitu- 
tion, and fhould never be abolifhed. 

In order to comprehend the nature of the 
Swedifh militia, it is neceflaiy to obfcrve that 
the kingdom is divided into diflrifts, which 
are refpeftively bound to fiirnifh and main- 
tain a flipulated number of troops. With 
this view, each holder of 4 gert^in (quan- 
tity of crown-knd, called a Hemman^ pro- 
vides a foldier; affigns for his maintenancQ 
a fmall -portipn of ground, a cottage, and a 
barn ; and allows him j 00 copper dollars, or 
£.1. 7 J- %id. per annum, a fuit of coarfe 
clothes, and two pair of fhoes. When the 
ipjdier is abfent, either with the army in time 

M 3 of 
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«f war, during the annual reviews, or is em- 
ployed in the fervice of government; the 
landholder cultivates his ground * for the fub- 
fiftence of his wife and femily s and, when he 
is pre&nt, may call upon him to work at the 
rate of the common wages bellowed upon a 
labourer 'f. Upon the death of the fbldier, 
his widow and children are obliged to cede 
the ground and houfe to his fucceflbr, whom 
the landholder is bound to provide within the 
fpace of three noion&s upon pain»of being 
fined. 

With reipcd to the cavalry, a certain num^ 
ber of hemnums are joined to furnifh a maa^ 
sv)d horie fully equipped^ and to maintain them 
both, 

* In my i^ute dirough Swdkn, I flopped to ei^aminc a 
portion of ground appropriated to die maintenance of a cor* 
poral of infantry : it mcafured 147 prds lii length, and 117 
in bre«ith i but as it was in gerieral a deep fiuid, only part 
was capable of being advantageoufly cultivated, fo that k 
was by no means fufiicieat for the fubiiftence of the cor-^ 
poral and his family. 

t On an average a man's wages may be reckoned at 
Sld. per day 5 excepting in harveft-timc, then they are fel,- 
dom lefs than 11 d. and foraetimes as high as u. lod^ for 
mowing in the fertile and well-cultivated provinces* A 
woman may .gain about 3^?. per day, 

Befide 
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Befide ^s. 2d. atmoally paid by the pro«- 
prieters of 'eadbr bemmanp tovmrds defraying the 
expoice of the ibldiers uniforms, fome ctown-* 
iJemefiies am iet' apart for the iame purpofe, 
but in (o fxnall a quantity, as to be icarcely 
adequare to die charge of clothing two regi^^ 
mentis / Dn this account, aa the national 
troops^ am not, in time of peace, under arms' 
fbr a bn^r fpace than three weeks, thc^ are 
ifeidom' provided with new unifoons oftener 
than once in eight or nine years* Upon a 
fimikr principle, the officers of thefe national 
troops receive, inAead of their pay in mon^, 
certain eflatei in land^ called boftalUf which 
are fituated in the iame province to which the 
regiment belongs. They are aOowed an ad- 
ditional appointment in com from the king's 
tythes. Each province being divided into a 
number of bemmans fufficient to fupport a 
regiment; the finaller provinces fumiih the 
regiments of infantry, and the larger thofc 
of cavalry. The eftate appropriated to the 
colonel is fituated towards die center of the 
province, and of the grounds afligned to his 
regiment ; that of the captain in the middle of 
thoie bdonging to his company; and in a 
fimilar gradation to the corponil. 

M4 In 
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In .every year^ either before or after the har« 
vefl^ when the pea£uits are leaft employed, 
the companies of each regiment are fepirately 
aifembled for a fortnight or three weeks. 
The landholder is d[>liged to tranfport die 
liian> and his baggage to the pkce of rendez- 
vous ; and fupport him during his ftay at the 
review. Befide theie annual encampments^ 
once in three years a general review of each 
regiment .ta](:es place. The men are alfo con- 
ilantly gxercifed on Sundays after divine fcr- 
*vice in fihall pj^rtiesKand ..in Jarger corps for 
fome time before ^the .oic^mpmcnt, but more 
particularly in Spring. If, in time of war, 
thefe trg^s march <2ut . of the country, the 
crown receives the ufual cQntributions from 
the landholder, and provide^ the ibldiers with 
clothes, provifions, &Ct . ' 

In the Spring of 1779 the following vraa 
nearly the fl;»te of the Swediflj ^wny ; - 



RE out Alt 
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REGULAR T R O O ip S. 

Nine ♦ ^bgiments of infantry - 9^000 

Two of cavalry - - - • 800 

Artillery - - - - 2,900 



T^tal of regular troops - • 11,700 



NATIONAL Mlt'ITIA. 

Tiwenty-one regiments of in- 7 

£antry, about - » - - j **» 

Seven of cavalry - - - 7>4<M 

jLigbt dragoons ^ ' - «• 3*400 



Total of national militia •<- - 34*800 
Total of regular and national 7 



troops w 



#500 



* The largeft regiments qontain 1670, the fmallefl: 
JOOO9 gnd are divided into companies. The ftaff-officer$ 
3re, a colonel, lieutenant-colonel, two majors, a qtiarter« 
mafter who .ranks as captain, and two adjutants^-— Each 
company of 150 men has a captain, lieutenant^ enfign, 
five non-conuniffioned officersi and fix corpond^ the latter 
lOf yj/bQxx^ m included in tbe jjPt 



VI, 



tjQ TKAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B« /# 



Vr. I fhall clofe this chapter widi a few rc^ 

. marks on the Pexml laws. 

_Thcrc. arc four i!upcrior courts of juilicc, 
e^Q^ Hof-rstt : at Stockholm hv Sweden 
Proper; at Joenkoeping for the kingdom of 
Gothland i at Abo for South Finland j and at 
Va& for North Finland. No fentence of death 
pafled by the inferior courts can be otrried 
into execution^ unkfs ratified by tbefe tr^bu- 
oals. ., - 

Every ikiall town has one court df juftice, 
calkd Radflrugu-raett 5 and every large town 
two» one whereof is alio denominated Radftu- 
gurastt^ and the other Ksemners-raett. In 
Stockholm there are four Kaemners-raetter for 
the four diftrids of the city. 

The inferior tribunals are Kmmar^s Ratter^ 
which aflemble, as occafion requires^^ in the 
principjil towns ; arid the Harads Rcett^ or ^ 
^indof afilzes> are generally held three ttoies in 
the yefer, under the county judges* It may 
not be uninterefting to mention in this place^j^ 
that, in the latter, there is a kind of jury con* 
fifting of twelve peafants, chofen by the dif* 
. . trka. 
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tria, and confirmed by the governor of the 
province : they continue in office for life, and 
feven of them form a court. In ill criminal 
cafes the judge demands their opinion, which 
prevails againft his decifipn if they fhould be ' 
unanimous. But this inftitution according 
to pradice, is a mere formality : for the jury- 
men in the criminal courts * are fo ignorant 
and poor, that moft of them pay an implicit 
deference to the di(9ates of the juc^e; their 
fcntiments, have only force when they al/ 
^gree -, and they are not, as with us, obiiged to 
be unanimous. The fupinenefs indeed, and 
paffivenefs, of thefe mfignificant retainers of 
juflice is io notorious, that a man, remarkable 
for his indolence and inattention, is commonly 
iaid to htasjkepy as a juryman. 

The ufual fnodes of execution Vi Sweden 
are beheading and hanging. Every criminal 
capitally convicted is indulged with the pri- 
vilege of petitioning the king: they either 
complain of unjuft condemnation, and in that 
cmfe demand a revifal of their fentence : or, if 
they allow themfelves to be guilty, may im- 

^ In civil procdF^ die jurymen are not fo iniignificants 
keing for tbe moft part the rich^ peafants. 

plorc 
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plore pardon, or a mitigation of puniflimcnt. 
So mild are the penal kws, that feveral of- 
fences, which in other countries are confidered 
as capital, are chaftifed by whipping, con- 
'demnation to bread and water, imprifonment 
and hard labour; more than 120 ftrokes of 
Ae rod are never inflifted ; nor is a criminal 
fcntenced to bread and water for more than 28 
days. 

Many flagrant abufes in the courts of jufticc 
have been reformed and correfted by the pre- 
lent king. ^ In all cafes of high treafon, it is 
enjoined that previous notice muft be fent to 
the crown before any court can commence an 
inquiry : an wdinance which has put a flop 
to many frivolous and vexatious accufations, 
that ufed to be brought againft the fubjeft. 
Before the acceffion of his prefent msljefly, it 
was very common for perforts indifted, but 
»ot convidled, of crimes, to fufier an imprifon- 
ment of feveral years without being tried : . by 
the abolition of many tedious forms in the 
prefent reign, every criminal is arraigned within 
a fhort period after commitment, the good ef-* 
feds of which alteration require no comment. 
His majefty has increafed the fal^ries of the 
judges, and configned their (hare of the fines* 

inflifted 
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inflifted by their decifion to other ufes : by 
this judicious regulation he has greatly leflened 
the corruption and injuftice which neceiTarily 
prevailed in thofe tribunals s for the fcanty 
incomes of the judges cxpofed them to bribery j 
whik a ihare in the fines rendered them in«* 
terefted in convi(3ing the criminal. The king 
has alfo promoted the rights of humanity, by 
fuppreffing, in I773» the cruel and abfurd 
practice of torture, which was employed for 
the purpoie of obtaining a confefiion of guilt 
from fufpeded perfons. 

One excellent regulation in the courts of 
Sweden deferves to be mentioned, and adopted 
in all countries -, it is, that a criminal is tried 
tvithout the leafl: cxpence to the plaintiff or 
defendant. The profecutor denounces a per- 
fon fufpefted of guilt to the king's officer of 
juftice, who carries on the procefs at the pub- 
lic charge. 



CHAP^ 



174 TRAVELd Into swei^en. b . 7. 



CHAP. VI. 

Departure from Stockhohn.'r^ De/cripthn of 
Upfala. — Antient palace.— Cat ajiropble of 
the Sture family. — Madnefs of Eric XIV. 
— Cathedral — T^omb and charaBer of Guf- 
tavus Vafa. — Genealogical table of the kings of 
Sweden his defcendants. — Tomb of John III. 
— Catharine Jaghellon . — Bcnedidt Oxen- 
ftlern.— Laurentius VtXxi.-^Account of the 
univerfty. — Public Library. — Codex Ar- 
genteus. — Vifit to profejjor Bergman.—^ 
Royal Society. — Morafteen, antient place of 
enthronement for the kings ^/^ Sweden. 

ALTHOUGH my ftay in Sweden was 
limited, I was unwilling ltd quit the 
country without vifiting Gotheborg, the moft 
commercial town next to Stockholm, and 
viewing the canal of Trolhsetta, which had 
been reprefented to me as a moft ftupendous 
Work. My companions preferring to fee the 
mines of Fahlun and Dannemora, I quitted 
them at Stockholm, and rejoined them at 
Carlfcrona. Having purchafed an open cart, 
§ the 
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the common travelling vehkk in this comi-* 
try, which was rendered kftore commodious' 
by two arm-chairs hung upon fprings ; I fet 
out early on the 4th of March^ accompanied 
by a Swedilh fervant, who fpoke French, as 
my interpreter; and arrived the fame day at 
Upfala, which is diftant about 45 miles from 
the capital. 

Upfala, which ftands in the beginning of 
an open plain fertile in grain and pafture, is 
a fmaUy but very neat town, containing, ex- 
clufive of the fbidents, about 3000 inha- 
bitants. The ground plot is extremely regu- 
lar : it is divided intp two almoft equal parts 
by the fmall river Sala ; and the ftreets are 
drawn at right angles from a central kind of 
fquare ; a few of the houies are built with 
brick and iluccoed; but the generality are 
conflruAed with trunks, fhioothed into the 
fhape of planks, and painted red» and the roofs 
are covered in with turf. Each houfe has its 
fmall court-yard, or garden. 

Old Upfala, which is a place of high an- 
tiquity, and occurs in the earlief^ accounts of 
thefc Northern countries, is fuppofed to have 
ilood at a fmall diilance from that whiqh now 
bears the fame name; and was much cele- 
brated 
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brated ^ the principal place of facriiice in 
tunes of Pagan fupcrftition, and the refi- 
lience of the high-prieft of Oden *• The pre- 
fent itown, or New Upiarla, is for anterior to 
the fouirfation of Stockhohn : no authentic 
tecordsy indeed, afcertain the exad time of its 
origin; but feveral Swediih antiquaries have 
with much probability conjeftured; that it 
was at firft a fuburb of Old l/pfala, and rofe 
upon its ruins, when that town became de- 
ferted, and fclLinto decay -f. 

Upfala was formerly the metropolis of Swe- 
deUy and the royal refidence* The antient pa- 
lace was begun in j 549 J by Guftavus Vafa, 
and completed by Eric XIV, It was a fpa- 
cious and magnificent building, until great 
part of it was, in 1702, confumed by fire. 
The remains, which ftand upon an elevated 
fcite, arid command a fine profpeft of the 
adjacent country, confift of a wing, a fmall 
part of another, and the principal front, which 
has been repaired, and is covered with a red 
ftucco. An old entrance, vaft mafles of ruins, 

* Snorro Sturlenfis Hift. Reg* Norweg. Vol. L c. 76» 
Dahlia's Gefchichte von Sweden, Vol. I. paflim. 
f Perinfkioldi Upfala Nova* 
i Ibid. p. 317. 

arches. 
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arches, vaults, and large piles of Bfick and 
mortar, are evident traces of its antient fplen« 
dour. The nxMn in which the diet of Swe- 
den ufed to affemble is nOW converted into a 
granary^ and afibrds no other proofs of its 
former importance than its dimeniions, be« 
ing 140 &et in Ungth, and 90 in breadthi 
The few remaining apartments in the wing 
which is not entire, are ufed as' the common 
jail for criminals; Underneath are three dun- 
geons^ which were formerly appropriated to the 
confinement of ftate prifohers; the moft re- 
markable of whom was count Svante Sture, 
defccndcd from an ancient &mily^ which 
had giyen ihvetal adminiftrators to Swe- 
den ; and which, before the eleftion of Guf- 
tavus Vaiki had the faireft preteniions to the 
throne* Upon a door of one of thefe dun- 
geons my conductor pointed out feveral cha- 
rafters coarfely notched* which, according to 
tradition^ were made by count Svante in the 
agony df his diftrefs, and as a memorial of . 
his grief for the death of his fon. The fight 
of thefe charaders, and the name of Sture, 
brought to my recoUedlion the fudden ex- 
tindtibn of that much injured family, to which 
thefe walls were a witncfs j and the gloomy 
Vol. IV, N madnefs 
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madnefeofEric XI V. which ogcafioned that 
dreadful cataftrophe. The miftruft and fuf- 
picton which that un£)rtunat& monarch had 
conceived againft the nobility of Sweden, in- 
cxe^fing with the diftrefles of his reign, har- 
ried him at length into a ftate qf, infanity: 
he faw a plot in the moft common oixqr- 
tences; and gave implicit credit to all the 
idle rumours of intended revolts, artfully ipread 
by his &vourites to intimidate or edofperate 
him. 

The Sturcs, as the principal fanaily in the 
kingdom, had long been the chief objed: of 
his jealoufy, and had already &lt fome un« 
warrantable ad:s of authority. Nicholas, the 
fon of count Svante, had lately experienced 
the following inftances of his tyranny and 
caprice* Being, in 1566, cited by Eric be- 
fore the diet, on a charge of mifcondudt at 
the fiegc of Bohus, he was found guilty, and 
condemned to death. The king, however, 
inftead of fufFering the fentence to be in- 
flided, or of remitting it entirely, aded with 
his ufual inconfiftency. He ordered him to 
be carried in mock proceflion through the 
ilreets of Stockholm^ with a crown of ftraw 
upon his head; and yet, foon after this public 



t. 6; IT P S A L A; lyg 

affront^ he again received him into favour^ 
iand appointed him an embaffador to the court 
tf LcM-aine. But I haften to the event which 
gave rife to this detail^ the imprifonment and 
extindtidrt of th6 Sturc family. Upon the 
flightefl fufpicidns merely derived ffDm ru- 
mour, and fomc fuborned witnefles, count 
Svarite arid his fons Eric ahd Nicholas, and 
feveral other perfons of the firft diftindion, 
were in 156^ accufed of confpiring igainft 
the life of the king^ arrefted, and confined 
in the palace of Upfala. While their trial 
was yet pending, a report being fpread that 
his brother John, whom he had imprifoned 
iait Gripfliolm, had efcaped from confinement ; 
-he fuddenly repaired to the apartment iti 
which Nicholas Sture was confined, and fa- 
luted him with the appellation of traitor : 
the young count endeavouripg to appeafe his 
jfiiry by throwing himfelf at his feet, the king 
ftabbed him in the arm 5 the other, drawing 
the dagger from the wound, kiffed it and 
prefented it to Eric, who* unmoved with fuch 
an afFeding inftance of loyalty, repeated the 
blow, and ordered his fervant to finiih the 
murder* Seized with an inftantaneous fit of 
remorfe, he flew to the dungeon of count 

N 2 Svante, 
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Svante, and falling at his feet, called him his 
friend, exclaiming in an agony of defpair, 
*^ In God's name, I entreat you to forgiv© 
•* what I have committed againft you."— 
** Willingly/* replied the old count, melt- 
ing into tears of compaffion, " but if my 
** fon's life is in danger, you muft anfwer 
" for it before God.''~** Yes, yes," replied 
the king in a tranfport of rage, " I was furc 
*^ that I fhould never obtain your pardon;** 
then giving orders to the jailer to fecure the 
count, he haftily quitted the pakce in a pea- 
fant's drefs ; and, accompanied by a few guards; 
roved about the country in a frantic manner. 
•Dennis Bury, his preceptor, overtaking him 
at a fmall diftance from the town, fell pro- 
ftrate at his feet, and conjured him to fparc 
the lives of the noble prifoners- a petition 
which proved as fatal to himfelf as to the 
perfons for whom he interceded: for Eric 
gave ligns to one of his guards, who killed 
Bury upon the fpot; and difpatched imme- 
diate orders to the jailer at Upfala for the 
execution of the prifoners : orders of a mad- 
man, which were but too readily obeyed, and 
which extirpated at once the ancient family 
oftheStures. 

Mean 



c:6. U P S A L A. l8l 

Mean while, Eric wandered about the woods 
in a ftate of remorfe and diflraftion ; and was 
difcovered on the fourth day after his de- 
parture from Upfala ty his wife Catharine: 
ihe found him in tlie parfonage of Odenfala, 
wild with grief and deipair *, and (battering 
money among the people who were aflemblcd 
upon this melancholy occafion. The prefence 
of his beloved Catharine operated like a charm: 
Ihe calmed his agonies; prevailed upon him 
to take nourifhment and repofe, and accom- 
panied him to Stockholm, where he gradually 
recovered his fenfes 'f. Soon, however, re- 
lapfing into his former flate of miftruft and 
fuipicions, his adminiftration became &> weak 
and odious, that, in the following year, he 
was depofed by his two brothers, who united 
their forces againft him, John afcended the 
throne which Eric had fo unworthily filled. 
In another place, I fhall have occafion to 
mention the circumftances of his imprifon- 
ment and death J. 

♦ Einem wildem Thier aehnlicher als eincm Mcnfchcn. 
Dahlin. 

t See Dahlin's Gef. Vol. III. p. 511, &c. CelfiusHift. 
d^Eric XIV. Liy. 9. 

J See Chap. IX. of this book. 

N3 Upfala 
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Upiala is an ^rchiepjtfcopal fee, and one of 
the moft antient Chriftian eftabliflinxents in 
Sweden. Eyerinus was the firft bifliop; by 
birth an Enghfhman, he came in 5026, into^ 
this country at the requeft of king Olausi 
Scotkonung, in order to affift in converting 
the natives of Old Upfala to Chriflianity *. 
The fimilarity of the Englifh and Swedifh 
languages i? mentioned as the motive which 
firft brought Everinus, and afterwards feve- 
ral of his countrymen, into thefe parts as^ 
preachers of the Gofpeh He was no lefs qua- 
lified for this tafk from the meeknefs of his, 
difpofition, than from his knqwdedge of the 
Swedifh idiom ; not forcing, as was but toct 
ufual, the natives to embrace the Chriftian 
doiSrines by violence and perfecution; but 
introducing the Gofpel by perfuafion ^d ex- 
ample. His fucceffors in the fee refided for 
the moft part at Sigtuna, until 1120, when 
Nicholas Ulphfon fixed the refidence at Old 
Upfala.' Stephen, a native of Eaft Gothland, • 
the feventh bifhop, was the firft archbiihop : 
he was raifcd to that dignity in 11 64, and 
died in 1185. Falko, who. was confecrated 

* See Dahljn, Vol. II. 468, &c, 
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in 1267, and expired in 12761 firft tnns^ 
ferred the reiidence to New UpTala. The 
immediate occafion of this change in the 
archiepifcopal feat was the deftrudion of the 
cathedral at Old UpMa by a violent fire 
in 1246,. which was ibon afterwards begun 
to be rebuilt on the fpot where it now 
ilands *• 

In the efcrtter of the town fbnds the ca* 
thedral^ a large bifilding of brick : the archi* 
tedurc is in the Gothic ftyk, excepting two 
towers of later date» which are ornamented 
with imaU marble pillars of the Doric order^ 
and which disfigure the general fynunetiy of 
the other parts. This cathedral was begun 
in the nn^ddle of the j 3th century, under the 
dir^ion of Stephen Bonneville, a French ar- 
chitefit-f*, who followed in its conflruftion 
the model of the church of Notre Dame at 
Paris* It has feveral times been greatly da*- 
maged by fire, but has been as frequently re- 
paired^ 

Upon entering the cathedral I beheld with 
the grcatefl reverence, and even a degree of 

♦ Perinfk. Chap. 11. and IX. 

t Perinflc. Mon. Ullarakenfia, p* i8« 

N 4 enthufiaflic 
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fled:, rather than borrow, luftre upon the 
jnoft confpicuous anceftry, Guftavus is the 
ifether of a line of kings, called from him the 
Houfe of Vafa, whofe pofterity, as enumerated 
In the fdtlQwing table, ftill fways th? Swedii^ 
fceptre. 



Genealogical 



1 



Genealogical Table* 



I. GusTAVUs Ericson Va«a, b. 1490 I 



11. Eric XIV, b. 1533; dcppfcd 
' 1568 J d. 15775 mar. Catha- 
rine Mans. 



I I I ^M 



GuSTAVUS, 

b. 1568; 
d. in Ruflia 
' 1607. 



SiORiDA, no. 
Count Tott. 



in. 



C! 



i 



m 

IV. SiGISMONDyb. i 

k. of Poland i' 
of Sweden i j 
dethroned 16041 
' 1632 5 m. I. f • 
daughter of the '" 
duke Charles; al' 



fifter Conftance.' 
-A- 



|«ADXSL>US IV. 

' of Poland. 



king 



John Casimxr» 
k. of Poland. 



XIII. 



Adol?hvs ) 
biihop ofi» 
1751; d.- 
ricadaughv 
king of P^ 



XIV. Gust AVU8 III. 
b. 1746 J m. 
1766 Magdalen 
Sophia princefs 
of Denmark $ . 
aifailinated 
March 1792. 



Charles dukeofSuder- 
manlandy b. 1748; m. 
Hedwige princefs of 
Lttbec. 



XV. GusTA^ws Adolphws II. b. Noy» 



Vol. IV. 




/ 






ti 



In aa adjoining chapel repofe the aflies of 
Iptis fecond foa Jdm |II, who afcended the 
throne of Swecfci^ m 1568. He did not 
owe his ekyation to his own great pr emi- 
nent qualities, but fciely to the infanity of 
his brother Eric XIV. whom he contrived to 
depofe. This uxorious fovercign, the dc- 
genwat? foa of Guftavus Vafe, foon loft the 
afic<^ion of h4s fubjeds by his weak and im* 
prudent condu<3:4 and by his attempts to re- 
qpvcf Sweden to the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. His tender confcience, though it did 
not prevent Him from poifoning his brother 
5)rie , yet induced him to pay a moft fcrupu- 
Ipus obedience to the ridiculous penance * or- 
dered by thje pope for the commiflion of that 
ipufdef/ Though a bigot in all (gOis^ he 
fcems to have formed no fettled principles of 
jiejigion, but became by turns a Proiteftant 
and a Catholic, as he was governed by per- 
fons of diperent perfuafions. During his 
fether's reign he was a zealous Lutheran; 
while his firft wife Catharine lived, a fincere 
Ciitholici upon his fecond marriage with a 

* Namely, to faft one day in the week; a penance, 
which', it is faid, he never omitted. Dahlin, Vol. IV. 
J). 8o, 

Swedifh 
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Swediih lady, who wa/ a Lutheran, his zeal 
for the eftablilhmfcnt pf the Roman dbftpines 
iiibiided; and at h^s death he exprefTed an 
almoft total indifference for the iritrodu<5lion 
of that new liturgy, which he had before 
been lb a6tive in enforcing, to the hazard of 
a civil war. A ftiort epitaph, after an ex- 
aggerated defcription of his military reputa- 
tion, afcribes to John an accompliihment 
which he poflefTed in an eminent degree, the 
knowledge of languages- It might have 
added, an extenfive erudition in all branches 
of literature, more iijdeed*, according to 
the expreffion of a Swedifli hiftorian, vthan 
became a fovereign, a graceful perfon, and 
the moft winning affability of manners. He 
died in 1592, neither regretted nor efleemed; 
configning to • his fon Sigifmond king of 
Poland, together with his unpopularity and 
luperftition, the fceptre of Sweden widiout 
authority; a precarious pofleflion, foon to be 
fcized by the father -f* of Guftavus Adol- 
phus. 

♦ Dahlin. 

t Charles IX. fourth fon of Guftavus Vaia, who is lefs 
known for his own merits, which were highly deferving of 
a crown, than for being the father of an hero who gave 
law to Europe, 

, Under 
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Under a fupcrb monument^ eredkd to her 
^memory by her doating huiband, is depofited 
the body of Catharine JaghcUon, princefs of 
Poland, and confort of John III. a wonnan 
of great beauty and elegant manners. By 
her unfortunate afcendancy over her uxorious 
lord, (he occaiioned all the religbus feuds 
which diigraced his adminiflration ; and, by 
inftilling the moft intolerant principles into 
her fon Sigifmond, entailed upon this king- 
dom all the civil troubles which diftrafted his 
reign; and which ended in the lofs of his 
Swedifli crown. Her attachment to the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, in which flie had 
been educated, was as fincerc as it was firm ; 
and would not have been mentioned to her 
difcredit, if fhe had not been inflamed with a 
blind rage for making profelytes by compul- 
fion, which characterizes the bigotted pro- 
feflbrs of that perfuafion. Her death, which 
happened in 1583, was friendly to the peace 
of Sweden ; as her compliant hufband, when 
no longer inflamed by her prefence, cooled in 
his attempt to force Popery upon his fubjefts; 
^nd the heats of religious difpute, which fhe 
had ^kindled into a flame, fubiidcd for a 
time. 

In 
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Ifi a {xtt&H diapel i^ the fepakhrc of thaS 
Stures, that ffluftfiotis hmily whofc extifrftioit 
lias been, already related. The afties <*f the 
thtte StureSi who fell a faerifice to tlie ty- 
ranny of EriCi are diftiriguiihed by a monu- 
fiicnt, which was ere<9:ed by the widow of 
courit Svante > it (Contains, beiide fevcral epi-* 
taphs in hexanaeter verfe> a pathetic infcrip- 
tibn in Latin ptofe* TJic fubftance whereof 
i& as follows* 

" This is the burial-place of the laft re- 
^* rmiriing branch 6f the Stures> whofc an- 
** tiaxt and royal lineage was illuftrated by 
** Steno, Svanle^ and Steno^ three fueceffivc 
** adminiftratdrS of Sweden ; defervedly, for 
^ theif merits aaid virtues^; ftyled Fathers of 
** their cbtintry. But Svante, fon of the 
•* latter Steno^ raifed to the dignity of eount 
** at the coronation of Eric XIV.' and his fons 
^* Nicholas .and Eric^ both eminent in war 
^ and peace, fell victims to a violent death on 
** the 4th of May, 1566. All that was 
" great and noble could not foothe the iron 
** heart of their fovereign. Reader ! if thou 
^ art not equally unfeeling, deplore the un* 
^ merited cataftrophe of fuch exalted , vir- 
^ tue." 

7 A tomb. 
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A tomb^ erected in honour of count Oxen- 
Hmn, has bcefii miftaken by iomc travdlers 
for that which covers the aftics of Axel, the 
cek&rated chancellor of Sweden; who dh^ 
re£ked the adrainiftration of affairs under 
Guiiavus Adolphus, Chriftina, and Charles X* 
one of the greateft nien that Sweden, fertile 
in gieat meir, eter produced. But his re«* 
mains were depofited in another fhcc*. 
The person who lies interrol in this cathedral 
is his nephfew Benedift Oxenftiern, who feema 
to have inherited the political abilities and 
great integrity of his uncle« Benedift was 
born in 16^3, and enjoyed the ^our of four 
£iicceffive fovereigns; all of whom had the 
, highefl: ceniiideiation for his talents and zbi^ 
lities« A&er filling feveral great offices, he 
was raifed, in 1688, to the highefl civil em-* 
ployment, the chancellorfhip, and died in 
1-702, in full pofTeilion of his mafler's confi- 
dence and the people's efleem. 

Falko, the firft archbifhop who was in- 
terred in this church, was a great benefiifior 
to the fee ; and is the fame perfon mentioned 

♦ Axel Oxenftiern died at Stockholm in Auguft 1654; 
and his remains were carried to Tyholm, and there interred 
in the family vault. Mem. d^ Chriftine, Vol I. p. 

in 
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in the former part of this chapter,; who, hi 
1273, transferred the epiicopal feat frdih Old 
to New Upfala. He alfo cau&d the hemes 
of hts predeceilbrs to be tranfported from their 
burial-place in Old Upfala, to the cathedral i 
where they were depcwGted with great folem- 
nity and many ceremonies *- 

The firft Proteftant archbifhop was Lair^ 
irentius Petri, of the prbvince of Nerike, who^ 
in conjundiioft with his brother Okus Petri,^ 
firft preached the reformed d6<5bines to the 
Swedes; and tranflated the Bible into his 
native tongue. Soon after the eftablifhment 
of the Reformation, the introdudtion of which 
was greatly owing to his labours, he was, in 
1 53 1, confecrated archbifhop; and continued 
to fill the fee with credit until his deaths 
which happened in 1570, in the 73d year of 
his age. 

In the facriftary of the cathedral arc cori-- 
taified fcveral relics, both facred and hiftori-* 
cat The latter confift of a few curiofitieSj^ 
which I fhall particularize, from their allufion 
to the hiftory of Sweden. The firft is an 
old log of wood rudely carved into the re* 

* Perinfldold, p* 135. . 

femblancc 
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femblance of a head Ifcarcdy hiimaji, knd 
called the image of the god Thor, formerly 
wbrfhipped iathefe parts^ and to whom human 
facrifices ufcd to be bffercd at Old Upfala. 
That this image is of very high antiquity 
Ihoxild feem evident frorii its rUdc workman* 
fhip ; and it may probably have been one of 
the deities to whom the fuperftitious inhabi- 
tants paid their public homage; as, in early 
ages, and amid a barbarous people, the idols 
are in general of the coarfeft form. With 
reipeft to the figure, I ihall obferve, that 
Dahlberg, in his Suecia jintiqua et Hodiema^ 
has given an engraving of it by fiir too elc-* 
gant to bear much refemblance to the origi-» 
nal ; but the reader will find a more acdurate 
delineation in Perinlkiold's Monunienta TJlla-^ 
rekarenfia^ in which no foreign embelliflimcnts 
are added. 

A whctftotie, feVeral fett in lengthy next 
attrafted my attention; whicl^ as tradition 
relates, Albert^ who in 1434 afcended the 
throne of Sweden, fent in moc||ery to Mar- 
garet of Waldemar, recommending her to 
iharpen upon it her own fword, and the wea- 
pons of all her army : a taunt which he would 
wQlingly hare retraced, when routed and 

Vol. ly. O takca 
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taken prifoner by the very woman whom he 
affedted to defpife. 

The thud curiofity was a ragged ftripe of 
linen> faftened to a ilafF like a pair of colours^ 
called the fhift of Margaret i which was car- 
ried in battle as the main ftandard^ in order to 
anup^te the troops by the recoUeftion of her 
martial fpirit. Thefe remains were preferved 
at Nuremberg, brought from thence when 
that town was taken by the Swedes, and 
depoilted in the cathedral of Upfala, in , ho- 
nour of the Semiramis of the North. How 
this fhift was firft procured by the inhabi- 
taats of Nuremberg, why it was there con- 
fidered as a relic, and the exadi period when 
it was imported into Sweden, I muft leave to 
he afcertained by thofe who are difpofed to 
trace its hiftory and adventures. I did not 
learn, however, that it has ever had the ho- 
Hfour of giving a natiie to any particular co- 
lour,! like the fhift of Ifabella queen of Caf- 
tik. 

. The kiugs^of Sweden were formerly crown- 
ed ii} this cathedral ; but that ceremony is 
now performed at Stockholm, Ulrica Eleonora 
bei^ the kft monarch who was inaugurated 
ajt Vpfelau 

, This 
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'this town is particularly celebrated for 
its uniVerfity, thctmoft ahtient in Sweden. 
In 1246 Birger Jari cftatlifhed a fchool at 
Uplkla; and in 1478 Stecn Sture, admini- 
ftrator of Sweden, laid the firft foundation of 
the univerfity;' the plan whereof had been 
fornied, but not carried into execution^ by 
Eric of Pomerania : the regulations were mo- 
delled after thofe of Paris. The inftitution 
was confirmed in a diet which met at Straen- 
gnses on the 2d of July ; and the univerfity 
was opened with due ceremony on the yth of 
Odober in the fame year *. Guftavus Vafa 
warmly patronized it, as being the place in 
which he had completed his education; and 
as it was greatly fallen into decay, he confer- 
red upon it fo many additional privileges, and 
endowed it in fo ample a manner, that he 
is juftly called its fecond founder. Under 
John III. it was transferred to Stockholm 1 
but again reftored to Upfala by Charles IX. ^f- 
During the conftant wars in which that prince 
was engaged with his rival Sigifmond king of 
Poland, it confiderably declined ^ but was 

♦ Dahlin, Vol. 11. p. 610. ' 

- t H^S. Scon. Ilkf. Tom. IV. p. 37. Dahlin, 

O2 again 
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agaiii' revived by Guftavus; Adolphus, v^^hofe 
cxtenfive knowledge ^nd protcdtion of letters 
are loft in the fplendour of his military at- 
chievements. That great monarch, befide 
conftruAiiig a large building at his own ex- 
pence, endowed the univerfity with his patri- 
monial^ eftate of Vafa ; by which donation the 
falaries of the profeflbrs werel augmented, and 
150 ftudents maintained. His exaniple was 
followed by his fucceflbrs, as well as by fe- 
veral individuals ; and as the funds have in- 
creafed, the number of fcholars fupported by 
theni have been confiderably enlarged. 

At the' head of the univerfity is a chancellor 
(who is always a perfon of high rank and 
confequence), chofen by the profeflbrs, and 
confirmed by his Majefty: he. regulates and 
explains the ftatutes; compofes all material 
differenced ; and delivers all petitions and mel^ 
fages from the body to the king. When he 
is abfent, his office is. fupplied by the arch- 
bilhop of Upfala. The prefidency devolves 
by rotation upon one of the profeflbrs, who 
is ftyled Re£lor Magnificus : he is a .kind of 
juftice of peace ; can punifh the ftudents for 
fmall delinquencies, hy fending theta to pri- 
fon; and fettles fuch differences as are too 
triflinjg to be laid before the confiftory. 

The 
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The univcrfity has its own court of juftice, 
called Cmfijiorium Minus, for the trial of the 
ifaidents and dependents : it is compofed of a 
certain number of profeflbrs ; and judges mif* 
denibeanors according to common law. An 
appeal lies from its deciiion to a Confijiorium 
Majus, which is formed by all the profeflbrs ; 
and from that in the laft refort to the pro- 
vincial court of juftice. The profeflbrs are 
about twenty-four in number, of whom the 
principal are thofe of divinity, eloquence, bo- 
tany, anatomy, chymiftry, natural philofophy, 
aftronomy, and agriculture. Their falaries are 
from iC-7^ *^ jC'I^^ P^^ annum. Upon a 
vacancy in any of the chairs, one of three 
candidates, chofen by their body, is nominated 
by the king. During each term the profef- 
fors give four public ledlures in the week 
gratis ; and the feme number of private lec- 
tures, for which they receive from each of 
thofe, 5vho attend, the fl:ipuUted fum of five 
fhillings, A profeflbr, who has continued in 
office for the fpace of thirty years, is allowed 
to retire with the title of Emeritus ; and en- 
joys his falary during life. 
. Youth are admitted into the univerfity of 
Vpfala at about the age of fixteen, for the 
O 3 completion 
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completion of their academical fbidies. Tkey 
do not inhabit, as in our univerfities, any dif-^ 
tin6t college or colleges, there being no build-- 
ings for their accommodation, but lodge in 
the town; and repair to the general or pri- 
vate leiStures, given by the feveral profeifors^ 
either at their own hoofes, or at the public 
halls appropriated to fuch purpofes. T^he 
poorer ftudcnts are aiSfted in their expences 
by being appointed to fcholarfhips, called ^'- 
pendiai fome founded by the crown, others 
by private perfons, but generally allotted for 
the natives of particular provinces. The high- 
eft in value of thefe fcholarfhips aipount to 
about jC- 1 3 P^^ annum. The common de- 
grees, granted by this univerfity, are Phiio^ 
fophtce Candidatusy which anfwers to a Ba*» 
chelor of Arts 5 and Philofophue Magifier^ 
to a Macfter of Arts. A ftudent ought to be 
24 years of age, in order to be admitted to his 
firft degree , but this rule is not ftriddy ob- 
ferved. Before he receives it> he muft under-^ 
go feveral examinations from various pro- 
feflbrs; and compofe a Latin thefis, which 
he is bound to defend in the fchools. Having 
taken his firft degree, he may immediately en- 
ter upon his exercifes for the fecond ; which 
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confift in another Latin thefis, in holding a 
public difputation, and reading a Icdture in 
the fame language. The graduates in di- 
vinity, law, and phylic," are ftyled Tbeologia, 
&c. Candidatusy Licentiatus^ and DoStor. The 
dodlors of law and phyiic, in order to obtain 
their degrees, pafs certain examinations, and 
hold public adts in their refpcdtive profeffions, 
fomewhat fimilar to thofe paflcd by the maii 
ters of arts ; and the fame forms are required 
from the doiftors of divinity i unlefs, as is the 
ufual praftice, they are created by the uni- 
veriity upon the king's mandate. 

There is no academical difcipline i the ftu- 
dents being only liable to be punilhed by the 
preiident and confiftory, according to the 
coriurion law, for mifdemeanors and delin- 
quenciies, Gne inftrtution, however, preferves 
fome degree of order and fubordination, the 
divifion of the ftudents into provincial clafles 
according to their refpeftive counties. Eaich 
clafs has af profeflbr at its head, dialled In-- 
JpeStor^ and two fubdireftors, ^\^dCuf Mores ; 
the other members are divided into Seniores 
and Jmiores ; the former of whom attend to, 
and in fbme mealure regulate, the condu<5l of 
the latter. Each clafs aflcmbles feparately, in 
\ / O 4 the 
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the houie of its particular profcffotf at leaf): 
fix times in the year, and ofjpner if occafion 
rccjuires. On thefe meetings the ftudents pais 
certain^ exercifes, whidi they who do not per- 
form cannot be raifed to the rank of fc- 
niors- / 

Though the ftudents have ordinarily no re- 
gular drefs ; yet, on certain ocpafions, '■ and 
particularly when they take their matter's de- 
gree, they appear in a black filk cloak ; they 
ought alfo, according to the 'ftatutes of the 
vnivcrfity, to put on the fame drefs when 
they keep their afts; but for this omiflion 
they ufually pay a fmall fine. The profef- 
fors are, in days of ceremony, clad in black 
cloaks ; the dodtors of divinity are diftinguiih- 
ed by a hat of black filk ; the doctors of law 
by one of white filk; and thofc of phyfic 
by one of green or iky-blue filk. The num^ 
' ber of ftudents vary every year, as in all 
fluctuating bodies ; but upon an average may 
be ftated at about five hundred *, a$ may be 
coUefted firopx the following table : 

♦ Chronicle der Univcrfitat Upfala in Schloetzer's Bricfi 
W??hfel, III. p. 166, 
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During this period of ten years, were created 
40 dQ(3x)rs in divinity, 23 in phyfic> and 151 
in arts. 

This univerfity, juftly called by Stilling- 
fleet, " that great, and hitherto unrivalled^ 
fcbool of natural hiftory," is certainly the 
iirft fcminary of the North for academical 
education; and has produced, from the time 
of its inftitution, perfons eminent in evciy 
branch of fcience- The learned publicationt 
wrhich have lately been j;ivep to the world by 
its members, fufficiently prove the^flouriihing 
ftalje' of literature in thefe parts ; and the 
thefes compofed by the ftudents upon their 
ja^iflion to their degrees, would form a very 
interefting 'C9lle<3:ion> - Many of thefe XvzOls^ 

wpQH 
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upon various fubjed:s of polite literature, an- 
tiquities, languages, &c. which have fallen 
under my obfervation, evidence the erudition 
and tafte of the refpedtive authors : among 
the works of this fort, which have widely dif- 
fiifed the fame of this learned fociety through- 
out Europe, are the Amcenitates Academicay 
or a colledion of thefes upon Natural Hif- 
tory, held under the celebrated Linnaeus, and 
chiefly feleded by that able mailer. Dr. Pul- 
teney, in the View of his Writings, gives the 
following account of this work : ^* In the year 
** 1749 was publiihed the firft volume of a 
** c6lledtion of Thefes in odavo, under the 
** title of Amcenkates Academicay feu Differ-^ 
** tationes varia^ Fhyjica^ Medic ce^ et Botanica. 
•* This publication has been continued, from 
'* time to time, to the completion of the fe- 
^^ venth volume in the year 1769. Thefe 
*' volumes, as foon as publifhed, were regu* 
larly reprinted ki Germany and Holland* 
It is fuppofed the firft volume was not ori^ 
** ginally colfc6ted by Linnaeus himfelf ; but 
•* he at leaft reprinted it very early, and, that 
^* he might not be defrauded of the' advan^ 
^^ tage of thefe publications^ he became thq 
•* editor of all the fucceedihg Volumes. As 

'' thefc 
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** diefe academical diflertatlons had been re-* 
*' cited before Linnaus in his profeflbrial cha- 
** radler, and were fekded by himfdf, they 
** have been regarded as of equal authority 
^* nearly with his own writmgsi and many 
*^ of them do in a particular manner illuftrate 
^^ and exemplify divers parts of his works, the 
*< fubjeds having been pointed out by him-* 
** fclf in many inftances for that purpofe. For 
** thefc reafons we fliall, in the courfe of this 
** volume, give a very brief account of the 
** pufpOTt of each diflertation, fince they con* 
*^ tain a great variety of curious intelligence 
*^ on the fubjeds of phyfic and natural hif- 
*^ tory, every where digefted in the moft fci- 
^^ entific taftc */' 

The library contains many valuable books 
and manufcripts. Olaus Celfius, in a publirr 
cation upon this fubjea-f, informs us, that 
it owes its origin to Guftavus Adolphus, who 
prefented the univerfity as well with his own 
private colleftion, which was very confider- 
able, as with feveral libraries obtained in the 
<iifferent countries which he had over-run 

* General View of the Writings of Linnxus, p, 45, 
p. ^21-373. 

I Bib. UpfsJ. Hiftori^. 

with 
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with his arms ; it being lus cuftom to lefcrvc 
for himfelf, in all towns taken by ftorm, the 
books cfpccially, as his fl»re of the plunder *. 
Thus the Jcfuits' library at Riga, that at 
Wurftenburgh, and thofc of many other con- 
quered towns in Poland, Germany, and Pruf- 
^y were tranfmitted to Upfak. His exam^de 
was followed t^ his iuccefTors ; and thus the 
viftorious arms of Sweden enriched the king- 
dom with theie literary acquifitions. Olaus 
mentions Chriflina as a confiderable bene- 
feftrefs to this library, and enumerates many 
private donors ^ among whom the moft con- 
fpicuous are c^unt Magnus de la Gardie, and 
Sparwenfieldt, the learned traveller •!•, whofe 
curious coUedion, confifting, among others,c* 
of many rare Arabian, Syriac, and Coptic ma- 
nufcripts, has been thought worthy of a fepa-* 
rate publication. 

, Among the moft valuable pieces of literary 
curiofity is a manufcript of the Four Gofpels, 
called, from its filver letters, CoJex Argenteus j 

♦.Ingentem auri argentique pr^dam militibtrs rjcliquiffct 
rex ; fibi folos refer\favit libros, quos fine mora in patriam 
mifit, Upfalienfi Bibliothecae inferepdos. Bib* Upfal. Hif- 
toria, p. 21. * 

t Catalogus Centurxi^ Lib. rarifl; ^. 

and 
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and fuppofcd to .be a copy of the Gothic tnuif* 
lation made by Ulphilas, the apoiUe of the 
Goths> in the fourth century. I .examined 
this curious volume with great attentioii. It 
is of a quarto fize ; the leaves^ whidi I fcarce- 
ly know whether to call veUum, parchment^ 
or papyrus *, are ilained with a violet colour ; 
and upon this ground the letter^> which are all 
capitals, were afterwards painted in filver, ex- 
cepting the initial chara<^rs> and a few paf* 
fages in gold. I was convinced, from a doie 
infpedion, that each letter was painted, and 
not formed *f-, as fome authors have aflerted, 
by a hot iron upon leaves of gold and filven 
Moft of the filver charafters were become 
green by time ; but the golden letters are ftill 
in good prefepration. The Codex is muti- 

* Le Long Bib. Sac. where it is called by different 
peribns, Codex Membranaceus, Codicem in pergameiKS 
Codex in papyfo exaratus. In the Bib. Up.. Codex mem* 
brana rubra, p. xi6. By Michaelis, a manuTcrlpt on 
vellum, pri6o. 

t They appeared to me to be drawn, or painted, ia thii 
fiune manner as the initial letters in ftveral of the iineft 
4^iilals, and not ftamped, as the learned Mr. Ihre conjec- 
tures, or imprinted on the vellum with hot metal type$i in 
the like manner as the bookbinders at prefent letto^ the 
backs of books. See North. Ant. Vol. I. p. 367. 

lated 
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lated in feveral places; but what remains is, 
for tbe moft part, pcrfeftly legible. 

This manufcript was, in i597> firft dif^ 
Coveicdrin the library of the Benedidine Ab*- 
bey of Wcrden in WeftjAalia, by Anthony 
Marillon, who extracted from it a few paf- 
£ige$, which were inferted in a Commentary 
on the Gothic alphabet, publifhed by Bona* 
Ventura Vulcanius. Soon , afterwards Arndd 
Mercator obierved it in the. fame library ; and 
tranforibed alfo a few verfes, which Gruter * 
gave to the world in his Infcriptjmes Antique. 
From the Abb^ of Werden it was transfer- 
red to Prague, during the fhort period in which 
that town was occupied by Frederic Eledtor 
F^latine. In 1648, Prague being ftormed by 
the Swedes, it was found among the literary 
fpoils by count Konigfmark, and fent as a 
moft valuable prcfent to Chriftina. The queea 
is faid to have given it ,to Ifaac Voffius ; but 
it ^s moft probable that the crafty Dutch- 
man took it without permifSon, among many 
©thcr rare books and manufcripts, when he 

* Gruter, Inf. Ant. p. 146. . He calls it Gothica ^ 
Gettnanica. The curious reader, who compares the text 
in Gruter with that of the fimilar paflages in Lye, will ob- 
ferve confiderablc inaccuracies in the former. 

pillaged 
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pillaged * her majcfty's library during the con- 
fufion which preceded her abdication. Upon 
the death of Voffius it was purchased from 
his execulsDr by count Magnus Gabriel dc la 
Gardie, for about ^. 250, and prefented by 
him to the univerfity of Upfala, where it now 
reaiaips. 

Three editions of the Codex Argenteus have 
been given to the public, the firft printed at 
Dort, the fecond at Stockholm, and the third 
at Oxford. The firft was iflued at Dort in 
1665, by Francis Junius, who borrowed the 
manufcript from Voffius ; and was accom- 
panied with obfervations and a Gloflary, by 
Thomas Marihall. In this edition the text 
wa« 2LfacJimile of the original -f-. The fecond 
edition, publiihed at Stockholm^ 1672, by the 
learned Stiernhelm, differs from that of Ju- 
nius, in giving the text in Latin, and not in 

* Memoires de Chriftine, Vol. I. p. 308. In the library 
at Leyden is ftill preferved a curious coUedlion, called 
jPWrfff ^£^j«^,which he4sfuppofcd to have pillaged from 
Chxifiina's library. 

t Another impreffion ci this work is fuppoTed to have 
been printed at Amfterdam in 1672 ; but this is in reality 
the fame as the former, with nothing more than another 
title-page, affixing a new date and place of impreffion^ 
according to a fraud not unfrequent an^ong booUellers* 

4 - . Gothic 
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Gothic charaders. Notwithftanding the re- 
putation of thofe two learned editors for their 
critical ikill and exadnefs ; yet Benzelius^ 
firft librarian of the univerfity, and after- 
ward? archbifhop of Upfala, upon comparing 
their texts with that of the original, difcovcr- 
cd £0 many falfe readings and omiffions, that 
he again collated the manufcript, reftified the 
miftakes, and made a literal tranflation in the 
Latin tongue. And as the Gothic types of 
tdie firft edition published by Junius were pre- 
ferved at Oxford; he tranfmitted thefe col- 
lations and tranflation, together with various 
obfervations, to Mr. Edward Lye of Oxfqrd, 
who had already diftiriguiflied himfelf by his 
knowledge of the antient Northern languages*. 
The work was cheerfully undertaken, and 
faithfully executed, by that judicious fcholar; 
and the third edition naade its appearance in 
the year 1750, printed at the Clarendon prefs. 
To the obfervations of Benzelius, Mr; Lye 
added many learned renurks upon the text and 
Verfion, and a Gothic Grammar. This im- 
preflion is efteemed, by thofe who have had 
it in their power to compare it with the ori- 
ginal Codex, a moft complete work, and re- 

• Hift.Bib.Up. 

dounding 
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dounding greatly to the honour of the editor's 
accuracy. 

The- Codex Argenteus has given rile to a 
curious controverfy among the learned. In 
t}ie ^camination of this manufcript, difierent 
perfons have thought that they difcovered a 
fimilitude in the charaders to thofc of the 
Greek, Latin, Finnifh, Runic, Danifh, Ger- 
man, or Gothic; each adopting an opinion 
according to his favoiirite hypothecs, and re- 
ferring its original to the anceftors of his own 
country. Nor is this a matter of any fur- 
prife : for as the barbarous nations, who were 
converted to Chriftianity by the Greeks an() 
Romans, received from them either a new 
alphabet, or, at leafl, feveral,new characters; 
it neceiTarily follows, that mod of the antient 
letters ufed by the Goths, Franks, Huns^ 
Sclavonians, and other bordering nations, mufl 
bear in many points a great affinity, to each . 
other ; fo that a framer of a fanciful fyftem , 
may readily conceive a rcfcmblancc in the 
whole, which exifts oiily in a few parts. Bi* 
without entering into an inquiry \yhich may 
lead us too far, the queftion concerning the 
original tongue of xh^ Codex Af*gent^us is re- 
duced to two opinions ; the firA, that it is 

Vol. IV. P written 
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written in the fame language and charaiacr as 
were ufed in the fourth century by the Goths 
of Maefia, the anceftors of the prefent Swedes, 
and is a true copy of the verfion made by 
Ulphilas; the feCond, that it is a tranflation 
in the Frankifh idiom. 

The fir ft opinion is -ftrongly fiipported by 
Junius, Stiernhelm, David Wilkins, Bcnze- 
lius, and Lye ; the fecond, as warmly defended 
by Hickes, • La Croze, Wetftein, and Mi- 
chaelis. To enter into a difcuffion of all 
the arguments advanced on both fides with 
equal erudition, would require a larger com- 
pafe than the nature of this work will admit: 
and to give a partial abftraft of them would 
only invalidate their rcfpeftive ftrength. Thus 
much is certain, that ^ the reafonings admk 
not of any pofjtive evidence on either fide, 
but are chiefly drawn fi-om vague conje^res; 
an unprejudiced inquirer will find it no eafy 
matter to form a dccifive and^ fatisfedory 
judgment. I fliall refer, therefore, the in- 
^ifitive reader, for fiirther information, to 
the feveral writers upon this fubjed:; and 
fliall add only, that with refpeft to my own 
opinbn, after having minutely weighed the 
arguments on - each fide, I am inclined to 

• aflent 
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d&xA io tile notion^ thsA the Codcx Argen-^ 
tens * is a copy of the very original yeiiipn 
mdde by Ulphilas in the Gothic idiom* I 
was once incked leaning to the opinion of it$ 
fadbi^ a Frankifh vcriion^ but was induced to 
alter my judgment fi-om the arguments of 
Benaelius md Lye» in the Preface to the Ox^ 
fi^rd^dkion *f- ; and efpecially from a very in- 
genicMis treatiie^ publifhed by Ihre Ij^^ by which 
it appears that feveral fpecimens of tb^ Of- 
trogothic tongue have been lately difcovered 
in Italy^ which perfedly refemble both the 
chara<£ters and language of the veriion in the 
Codex Atgenteus^ 

But to whichfoevef fide we may incline^ al 
both the Gothic and Frankifh idioms were 
diakdts of the Teutonic or^ German ^ ' this 

* Sep the fevetal c4itioils bf the Codex Argcnteiisby Ju* 
nius, Stiernheim) and Ljre« Hickes Grajntxii Maefo Go-^ 
thica in his Thefcuras Ling. Sept La Croae DilT. PhiloK 
at the end of Chamberlayne*s Orat. Dom. p. i^jb. Wet- 
ftein's Proleg. in Nov* Teft. ket. 68 to 71. Bib* Up. Hift* 
p. 116 to 123. Le Long, Bib« Sac* .Vol^ IL p. 140 and 

t Preface to Lye*8 SaCi EvafL Vers* Goth. 

% Monumentum veteris Unguas Oftrogothicae, Neapoli 
haud pridetn repertum, &c* In A<ft. Nov. Reg. Soc. 
Sdem Upf^i VoL III. See alfo Blahlih>. V(^. L p. 2041 

Pa manufcript 
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maoufcript miift be confidered as die moft 
ancient fpecimen extant of that language. Its 
antiquity has been unqueftionably proved with- 
out a diffenting voice. They who conclude it 
to be the verfiop of Ulphilas, muft of courfe 
hold it to have been made in the niiddle of 
the fourth century ; and even thofe authors* 
who contend for its being a Frankiflx tranf- 
lation, allow it to have been copied in the 
reign of Chilperic, between 564 and 587. Its 
high antiquity is proved, as well from its 
containing the doxology at the end of the 
Lord's Prayer, in the thirteenth verfe of the 
fixth chapter of St. Matthew, which is not 
to be found in any of the moft antient ver- 
fions ; as from its interpreting many pailages 
in a , fimilar manner with feveral of the Latin 
tranflations which are known to have been 
antecedent to the vulgate of St. Jeropi-f. 
Another circumftance worthy of notice, and 
which enhances its value, is, that it was un- 
doubtedly tranflated from the original Greek, 

* La Croze and Michaelis. The latter has, I am inform- 
ed, changed his opinion; and in the fecond edition of his 
Leftures on the New Teftament, which I have not yet met 
with, agrees with Mr. Ihre. 

■+ Le Long, Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. IL p, 142, 

and 
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and not from any of the Latin verfions *• Wc 
will' not detain the reader with idle conjec<* 
turcs from Watchterus -f, that this fplendid 
Codex belonged to Alaric, the Gothic king of 
Touloufe J or of Papebroch J, that it was the 
identical exemplar which the emperor Valens 
prefented to Fritigem, general of the Vifi- 
goths eftablifhed in Maefia ; but (hall conclude 
by obferving, that to whoqifeever it belonged^ 
or by whomfoeve'r tranflated, it muft be con-* 
iidered as a work of great authority^ and a U^ 
terary trealure of high antiquity §. 

In this library two original manuscripts of 
the unfortunate Eric XIV. caught my at- 
tention. They are in Latin, and were com- 
pofed in 1566 and 1567, the two years which 
immediately preceded his depofition. They 

* Prefatio in Lye, cap. ii,5 mi Micl^elis^ IfCaufc^i 
p. 165. 

i- Bib. Up. Hift. p. 118, 

J Le Long, Vol. 11. p. 531. 

§ Another fragment of this curious manufcript^ cot^ 
tsuning a few chapters of St. Paul's £ptftle to the Romains^ 
was found at Wblfenbuttle, and is now pre&rved in the 
library of that town, where^I iaw it in 1777. The original 
letters were partly erafed and written upon. See Non- 
nulla Cap. £pif. Pauli ad Rom. publiihed at fininfwick 
\>y Fran. Antpn. Knitell. 

I? 3 contaiij 
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contain his aftronomicalj^ of rather aftrobgi^ 
cal, ob^eryafiions and pre(Ji<ftion$, written with 
his own hand, after |us daily exainioatioii of 
the ftate of the heavenly bodies, The names 
pf his brothers occur frequently, accompanied 
with great marks of fufpicion and d^lrufty 
^d the deaths of feycral perfons are predifted, 
Some hiftorical fads are blended occaiionally 
with the obfcrvations; and thefe notes afford 
a moft convincing proof of the diftrad:ed ftate 
pf Eric's mind ; at the fame time that they 
difcover evident traces of his great learning 
and extenfive erudition. Upon examiping a 
^w of his notes, I was ftrack with the rcr 
fembknce between him and the emperor Rho-r 
dolph II. Both thefa fovereigns began their 
reigns with the faircft hopes ; both were not 
only the zealous protedtors of learning, but 
evcft men of letters themfelves ; as well. yerfe4 
in polite literature, as Ikilled in the abftntfet 
fciences * 3 both were ftrongly addidted to ju- 
' dicial 

^ Celfiaa feys- of Eric XIV. <^ Erat iUe plvirimis fcientiis 
^ ita inflruAus^ ut majorem certe a Uteris quam a fceptrp 
^* gloriam reportaverit/' Bib. Upf. Hift. p. 4. And 
yoltairc fay^ as juftly of Rhodolph II. "La philof<^hie 
f* qu'il cultivait, lui avait appris tout ce qu'on pouvait 
i^ favoir alors, excepte a r^mplir fes devoirs de Souverain. 
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. dkial aftrology, and drawing from the various 
combinations of the heavenly bodies a preiage 
of their own good or iU fortune, in the moft 
common as well as the moft important oc- 
currences of life. Both were jealous, even to 
mifery, of their relations and fubjefts; and 
both were at length dcpofed by their bro- 
thers, whom they had driven by their fufpi- 
cions to confpire againft them; with this 
difference only, that Rhodolph, though com^ 
pelled to renounce the imperial throne in fa- 
vour of Matthias ; yet remained king of Bo- 
hemia until his de^th, and was not, like Eric, 
imprifoned and murdered. Rhodolph, indeed, 
though equally jealous and fufpicious, was 
not guilty ^f fuch exceifes and cruelties as • 
difgrace the reign of Eric; but both were 
equally incapable of governing, though en- 
dowed with excellent underflandings, and ac- 
quainted with every branch of fcience. 

There are in this library of Upfala few 
manufcripts of the claffics of much import- 
ance j but" the printed editions are numerous 
and good. 

« n aimait beaucoup mieux s'inftruire avec le ifkmeux 
«* Ttcho Brahe, que tenir les ctats de Hongrie et de Bo- 
« heme." Hift. Univ. c. 147. . 

P 4 Having 
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Having dcfired the librarian to (hew me the 
firft book printed in Sweden ; he pointed out 
to me Dialogus Creaturarum moralizatus, pub- 
liihed at Stockhohn in 1483, by John Snell, 
a German printer, invited into Sweden by the 
adminiftrator Steen Sture. 

Before I clofe my account of the univerfity 
library, I muft take notice of a beautiful cabi- 
net of ebony and cyprefs, ornamented with 
precious ftones ; which w^s prefented, in 1632, 

"by the city of Augfburgh to Guftavus Adol- 
phus. It contains, among other pieces of cu^ 

^ riofity, a large agate, two fpans long, and one 
and an half broad. .On one part of the ftone 
is painted the Day of Judgment; and pn 
another the Paflage of the Ifraelites through 
the Red Sea. The figures are Inr a very good 
ftyle of colouring, fimilar to that ufed by the 
German painters imnaediate fucceffors of Al- 
bert Durer. The artift has very ingenioufly 
cxprefled the clouds and the water by the na- 

. tural tints and ihades of the ftone ; and indeed 
they reprefent, with as much boldnefs and na- 
ture as the fineft painting could eifedt, the 
wall of water fuipended for a paflage to the 
Ifraelites, and the waves rolling back with 
fury upon Pharaoh and his hoft. The artift^ 

' V^hofe panie was John Kin o[, has drawn his 

PWQ 
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own portmit lying at tlie feet of the pope 
among the bleft in heaven. 

I hold myfelf greatly indebted to the polite 
attention of Mr. Eric Michael Fant, fub- 
librarian, who kindly accompanied me to the 
library, and favoured me in the readieil: man* 
ner with every poffible information. He was 
fo obliging as to prefent me with feveral trafts 
upon the Icelandic, Lapland, and other North- 
ern languages, Celfius's account of the library 
of Upfala, and other rare diflertations ; from 
which I have drawn confiderable intelli- 
gence. 

I waited, with a letter of recommendation, 
upon Mr. Bergman, profeffor of chemiftry in 
the univerfity ; whole fame ftands high among 
the iQirned of all nations ; and whofe repu- 
tation is defervedly eflablifhed for his ufeful 
and accurate r^fearqhes, as well in .his own 
laboratory, as in every branch of natural hif- 
tpry. The learned profeffor received me with 
great politenefs and cordiality, and fhewed mc 
his cabinet, which is particularly rich in Swe- 
diih minerals. He obligingly communicated 
to me much intelligence, in a very long and 
Jixterefting converfation which I had the plea- 
fwrp of holding with him ; and which made 

me 
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mc regret, that, my flay in Upfala being fa 
fhort, I could not. derive any further informa- 
tion from a perfon of fuch general and accu<* 
rate knowledge. Upon my return to the inn, 
I immediately noted down the principal heads 
of the difcourfe; thcfubftance whereof I ihall 
here tranfcribe from my' journal. 

In anfwer to my inquiries concerning the 
flrate of the Swedifli mines ; he informed me, 
that there were as well gold and filver, as 
copper and iron mines : the produce of the 
firft, though very inconfiderable, is remarkable 
for yielding the native gold in a calcareous 
matrix. Thofe of filver are fomewhat more 
profitable ; but the quantity of ore is greatly 
diminiftied within thefe late years. The cop- 
per mines of Fahlun are extremely rich ; but 
I could not remember the general fl:ate of 
their produce, and the average proportion of 
metal drawn from a hundred weight of ore. 
With refpedt to the iron mines, the moft im- 
portant of all the native produdions of Swe- 
den, thofe of Danemora are the fineft for' the 
(Quality of the metal> although they are not fd 
rich as feveral in Lapland; the latter fome- 
times producing even 90 pounds of pijre iron 
in an hundred weight of ore. The pooreft of 

Danemora 
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S>^emata yield 39 poandst and the richeft 
from 60 to 79^ in an hundred. The iron of 
this celebrated mine is in the higheft eftixna-^ 
(ion^ and is chiefly exported to England for 
|he fteel manufad^res. The matrix of this 
pre is ^ calcareous earth> a very remarkable 
circt^m^nce ; an4 which^^ in conjundicfn with 
Qthcj: cauie$ not yet difcorered, i$ perhaps one 
occafipn of the fuperior quality of its metah 
He added, that in general the iron mines of 
Sweden are found to run in veins ; a few in 
Lapland excepted, which do not branch out 
in longitudinal diredtions^ but coniiil of im-* 
men& mafle^ of ore ^. I next inquired con« 
certtjng the quantity of granite rock, ^hich I 
had obierved in different parts of Sweden, ad 
well lying in detached maffes, as forming 
ridges of mountains : to which the profeffor 

* Td thefe may be idded the noted mountain Taberg 
in Sntialand, which is one mafs of rich iron ore, It is abova 
400 ket high, and three Engliih mUes in circumference. 
A defcription of this mountain, and a view of it, fent by 
Dr. Afcanius to the late Mr. Peter CoUinfon, was publilhed 
in the Philofophical Tcmfadions, Vol. XLIX» There is 
alfo aa account of this infulated mafs of ore in the. A£ls of 
the Royal Academy of Stpcltholm, Vol. XXI. for the year 
176Q, communicated by M. Tilas. This mine has been 
worked, fcr 200 years paft, 

made 
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made anfwer, that granite is the bafis of the 
country, particularly of the Northern parts ^ 
that hills of gravel and iknd, and calcareous 
Hone, containing petrefaftions of fhells, are 
indeed not unfrequerit, but generally repofc 
upon granite ; that the granite is both red and 
grey; that the former mOre readily crumbles 
and decompofcs by the lapTc of time ; and that 
almoft all the old Runic monuments exifting 
in the country are of the grey fpccies, which 
is by far the moll durable ** 

The Royal Society at Upfala is the oldefl 
literary academy of that kind in the North. 
It took its rife in the year 1720, upon the 
following occafion. Benzelius ^f, librarian to 
the univerfity, and afterwards archbilhop of 
Upfala, undertook^ in conjundion with fome 
Other learned men> a review, as well of all 

* For fomc account o^ profeflfor Bergman*s works, frc 
Chapter VIIL of this book. 

t Eric Benzelius was born at UjJala in 1673, whpre he 
began and completed his ftudies. Having travelled into 
Gejmany, England, and France, he returned to Upiala in 
. 1702, and was appointed librarian tothe univerfity, an of- 
fice which he held for 22 years. In 1724 he was nominat- 
ed profeffor of divinity ; afterwards fucceffively created bi- 
&op of GothcboFg, Lindkioping, and archbifhop of Upfala. 
He died in 174.3, aged 70. Celfii Bib. Up. Hift. p. 149* 

8 book^ 
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books publiihed in Swedoi^ or by Swn|e» 

abroad, as of thofe works printed in foreign 

countritt^ \vfaich had any rektk>n to thit 

kingdom* As this publication cx>ntained aUb» 

belide the mere reviews, a. few original ads. 

It was called A&a JLiteraria Sueciai and 

was carried on upon this plan for ten yearft. 

At the eqd of that period, namely, in 1730, 

die tran&dions were no longer confined to a 

review of books, but confifted entirely of ori-> 

ginal ads and difTertations ; and the fociety, 

now: patronized by the king, ftyled itfelf, in 

the dedication to his majefty, Societas Regia ; 

and its tranfadions, which came out annually, 

A^a Liter aria et Scientiarum Suecia. In 1740, 

it afTumed the title of Societas Regia Literaria 

et Scientiarum Upfalienjis^ adopting the laft 

cxpreffion inftead of Suecia^ in order to diftin* 

gui(h it from the Academy of Sciences of 

Stockholm, inftituted in 1739^ which was 

denominated Academia Regia Suecia. The 

ibciety continued its publications upon the 

iame plan until 1750, when it ceafed; but 

was again revived in 1773, ^^ which period 

its tranladions were iifued under the title of 

Nova Asia Regia Societatis Scientiarum Upfa^ 

Henfis. Thefe ads make their appearance in 

(eparatc 
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kpMZtc |)irt$» whicli are not put ferth i^gu^ 
krl/ cyery year, l^t otd^ occafionally^ as then 
nxc a lufBdent numfaer g£ dUkti^om^ and as 
tfafi.foeidty, which has no fund# can affiled the 
expense of printing* They a» tli written in 
the. Latin tpnguc, and printed in quat^o. The 
wiginal numbers, nairaely,- thofe i^ued from 
172P to 1750, are £ompri:&ed in fix volonies* 
The oftw ads aineady^publiflied arc in four 
parts : the firft appeared in 1773 ; and the 
h& in 17J83. - Many of thefe diflertatioas have 
confiderable merit ; they treat of a g^eat va- 
riety of fubjeds, as well relative to the hi^ 
tory, antiquities, and languages of the Norths 
as to. natural hiftory. They contain ieveral 
papers written by Linnaeus and Bcrginan. 
. Before I quitted Upfkla, I made an extur- 
fion to the place where the kings of ^Sweden 
were, .antiently e.le(9ted: it lies about fevea 
mi}es from the town, in the middle of a plain 
^. called Mora ; and is iliU mzikcd hy the to* 
' mains jof feveral mutilated ftones, one w^i^seof 

is knpwn in Swedifh hiftory by the appellant 
tion of Morafieeuy or the Stone of Mora % upon 
which the fovereigns were icaithrcHied with all 
due iblemnity, and ifcceived the homage of 
their fubjeds. Their name and the date of 
./ 9 the 
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the year when this ceremony was performed 
was at the fame time infcribed upon another 
ftone, as a public manorial of their eledion. 
This appears from a veiy curious certificate * 

made 

*^« In nomine Domiaiy Ameo, Anno aNativitate quf- 
« dem MCDXXX, IH Die Menfis Maii, hora vcfpera- 

* rum vel quafi Pontificatus S'an6tifSini in Chrifto Patm 

* «<: Domini D. Eugenli Papse IV. Anno IV. in nova domo 
^ CbpcCulaii ante Valvas Ecclefiae Up^lenfls Ata, lA met 
^ xiot2unk jpublici teftium^ue fubrcnptorum praefentja perib* 
<^ naUter conftitutus venerabilis D. Petrus, archiepifcopus 
^* ecclefiae Upfalenfis, nomine & ex parte capituli didte 
** ecckfiac Upfal ibidem tunc congregati tne notarium fub- 
^ icd^tum re^uifivityUt aiTumptis iifdem teflibus aecedereii% 
<< ad lapidem vulgari^er did^una Morefteen, in qi^o & fupcr 
^ quern Reges Sueciae de novo elefli ftatim' poft eorum 
** eledionem confueverunt ab, antiquiiEmis temporibus 
^ fuMimari tc inthronifari, inveftigaturus ibidem annum 
^ cle£ti4iiiis ia Rfgemi Sueciae illiiftriffiaii prinoipis domini 
** Erici Regis moderni, ego memoratus notarius infr* fcrip- 
^ tu$ lina cum teftiibus fiifafcriptis ftatim ad di6tum kpidem 
^ Moc^een extra jcivitatem Up&lenfem ad unum miiliare 
^ tn {daii6 campo iitum acxseiH et faonorabiiem virum D. Jo- 
^ lnanaemMaitthiaeyCuratiMn ecclefiae Danmark, -qiie dido 
^^ lapidi vicina eft eccle&g in teftem aflumpfi, et fculpturam 
^^ cujufdam la^dit di£to antiqoo lapkli Morafte^n fuperim- 
^ pofitt diiigenter imQiexi et per teftes infra fcriptos infpici 
^ &ci fie precise, ut lequitur, in eodem lapide infoulptum 
«f attvaai. ^nno Domini -MCCCXC VI. ^tledus eft ki 

" Regem Suecise in hoc loco illuftris Rex DominUs Erious- ' 
** calendarum Augufti (locus autem pro numero calen- 

^ darum 
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made by a public notary; who, in 1430, at 
the requefl of the archbi£hop of Upfiila, exa« 
mined the Morafieettj to afcertaitt the year in 
which Eric of Pomerania was raifed to the 
throne. When I viiited the fpot, I obfcrved 
ten ftones, the largcft whereof was only fix 
ipans long, two broad, and two thick ; and 
which tradition reports to be the Morafieen. 
The others are exceedingly fmall. I could 
trace upon ieveral the figures of a crbfs and 
globe coarfely carved ; and uJ)on one, iii 
particular, which was very antient, the three 
crowns, the arms of Sweden. I difcovered a 
few traces of infcriptions, feemingly in Gothic 
chara<5ters; but fo imperfedt, that I did not 
attempt to * decypher them. A few years 
ago thefe remains ^f Swedifh antiquity were 
covered only with a wooden ihed ; but they 

<* darum vacuus erat) fuper quibus omnibus et fingulis pras* 
^ &tus Petrus archiepifcopas noinine, quo fupra, oie nota- 
*^ rittin publicum requifivit ut unum vel plura, publicum vd 
<^ publica fuper praenxiffis conficerem inftrumentum vd tn- 
« ftrumenta." Holberg, Vol. I. p. SOOi 

* Some peribns have given an explanation of thefe in- 
fcriptions, fuch as the before-mentioned one of Eric ; alfo 
A. D. 1448. d. 28. Junii ele&us eft nobilis Vir. D s us : 
Cardus Canud, Miles natione Suecus in Regem Sueci^e. 
Dablin, Vol. I. 167. 

arc* 
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are now preierved in a brick building, con- 
ilrudled at his prefent majefly's cxpence in 
honour of his royal anceftors. An infcription 
in Swedifli upon thq infide walls enumerates 
the names of the feveral kin^s, who were en- 
throned upon this fpot. They are king Euge, 
1060, with whom this cuftom is faid to have 
taken its rifc} king Magnus Ladulas, D. i. 
1276; MagnUs Smek, D.ii, 1 319; Eric XIII. 
1396; Chriftopher,i44ij; Charles VIII. 14481 
Chriftian L 1457 * Steno Sture, adniiniftni'- 
^or of Sweden, 151 2, 

Olaus Magnus relates, that the Morafteen 
was placed in the midft of twelve other ftones 
in a circle* Camden thus defcribes a fimilar 
mpnumenf near the village of Saint BurienSj^ 
in Cornwall. ^* Not far from hence, in a place 
*^ called Bifcaw-woune, are nineteen ftones fet 
^' in ^ circle, about twelve foot diftant one 
*' from another; and in the centre there ftands; 
*' one much larger than any of the reft. One 
*' may probably conjecture this to have been 
^' fome trophy of the Romans under the later 
^* emperors ; or bf Athelftan, the Saxon, after 
^* he had fubdued Cornwall*." Olaus Worn^- 

* Britannia, edit. 1695, p. 6. ' 

Vol, IV. q^ iqs. 
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ius, however, more ingeniouHy conjedures, 
from the fimilarity of this monupient to thq 
Morafleeriy and others in Sweden and Den-i 
mark, that it was the place where the an-, 
tient Anglo-Saxon kings were eleft^d an4 en^ 
throned *. 

f ^pnumcnts^ Danicaj p, 9Q, 
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C H A P. VII. 

Botanical garden g/' Upfala, — Biographical me^ 
motrs of Linnaeus* 

THE botanical garden of Upiala, Xq 
whjcfi place I had the pleafure of be- 
ing aecompanied bv the fon of Linnseus, is 
fmall, but laid out with judgment; and the 
colledtion of plants, particularly exotics, is 
numerou?. I could not avoid regarding with 
enthufiafin this (pot of ground, rendered cele- 
brated by the refidence of Linnaeus \ of whom 
it may be faid, without exaggeratioij, that, iii 
the natural hiftory of the globe, he left no^ 
thing unexplored. 

I flatter myfelf, that many of the follow-: 
ing authentic anecdotes of this great natu- 
falift are entirely new to the Engliih reader *. 
' ' ^ . Car| 

* This account of Linngeus is chiefly extra6ted from a 
permau tranfiatton of his Commemoration- Speech, de- 
livered on the 5th of December, ?778, by Dr. Baeck, in 
the king's prefence, before the Royal Academy of Sci* 
encesi and from anecdotes of his life by Fabri^ius. See 
Gedzchnitzrede Auf den Carl von Linne, &c. von A. 
Baeck; and Ei^ige naehere Umfiande aus dem Leben 

Q^t des 
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Carl Von Linne, or, as he is more known 
to foreigners, Linnaeus, the eldeft.fon of Nfls 
LinnsBUS, a Swedifli divine, was born on the 
/24th of May 1707, at Rafliult, in the pro- 
vince of Smoland. His inclination for the 
ftudies in which he afterwards made fo Won- 
derful a progrcfs, commenced at a very early 
period of his life; and took its rife from the 
following circumftance: His father ufed to 
amufe himfelf in the garden of his parforiage 
with the cultivation of plants and flowers. 
Linnaeus, while an infant, was foon led to 
take a fhare in this entertainment ; and, be- 
fore he was fcarcely able to w^lk, expreffed 
extreme fatisfaftion . when he was permitted 
•to accompany him into the garden. As his 
ftrength increafed, he delighted in digging and 
planting ; and afterwards obtained for his own 
ufe a fmall portion of ^roundj^ which was 

des Ritters von lAnnh j Von Johan Chriftian Fabricius, in 
the Deutches Mufeum, for May and July 1780. Fabri- 
cius, the author of this account, was the difciple of Lin- 
naeus : he is now profeffor of oeconomy and natural hiftory 
in the univerfity of Kiel ; and may be juftly called the firft 
entomologift in Europe. He' has diftinguifhed himfelf 
among other publications, by the following works : Reife 
nach Ndrwegen. — Syftema Entomologiae.— -Genera Infec- 
torum.«->Philofophiae £ntomologica««— Species Infe<5lorum. 

called 
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called Charles's garden. He foon learnt to 
diftiiiguifh the different flowers ; and, before 
he had attained the tenth year of his age, made 
fmall excurfions in the neighbourhood of Rafh- 
ult ; and brought imany indigenous plants irlto 
his little garden* 

Being fent, in 17 17, to fchool at Wexio, 
tiAder the tuition of Lanarius, by whom he 
was indulged with the permiflion of continu- 
ing his excurfions, he pafled his whole time 
in coUefting plants, talking of them, alnd mak- 
ing himfelf acquainted with their liameS and 
qualities. He was fo al^forbed in this fevou* 
rite purfuit as totally to difregard his other 
ftudies ', and made fuch att inconfiderablc pro- 
grefs, that, upon his removal, in 1724, to the 
gymnajium in the fame town, his new mafter 
repeatedly complained of his idlenefs. Urged 
by thefe remonftranccs, his father conceived 
his fon to have no tafte for literature 1 and 
propofed to bind him apprentice ^o a (hoe- 
maker * : and this deftination would have 
taken place ; if a neighbouring phyfician, 
whofe name was Rothman •:f-, ftruck with the 
boy's great genius, had not predi(3:ed, that he 

♦ Fabricius* f Baeck* 

' 0^3 < would. 
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would, in time, become deeply fkilled in a 
fcience, to which he feemed naturally inclined.- 
This fagacious obferver/ having prevailed upon 
the father of Linnaeus to continue his fon's 
education, took the boy into his houfe ; fup- 
j)lied him with botanical books ; and in- 
jftrudted him in the firft rudiments of phyfic,' 
in which he foon made a cohfiderable pro- 
grefs. When his father had aflented to this 
advice, he had defigned him for the church *; 
and was not, without great difficulty, induced 
to agree that he fhould apply himfelf to the 
ftudy of botany and phyfic. 

In 1727 he was fent to the univerfity of 
Lttnd> where he acquired, under the cele-^ 
fcrated Stobaeus, the firft fyftematic principles 
of natural hiftory. Being lodged in that pro- 
feflTor's houfe, he enjoyed many opportunities 
of improvement ; and particularly from a cu- 
rious cglledtion of foffils, ihells, birds, and 
plants. At this place he began to form an 

♦ His mother was at firft fo chagrined that her cideft 
fon declined entering into orders^ that (he would not even 
permit her fecond fen to fet his foot in die garden. This 
brother, whofe name is Samuel, is fiill living : he is a cler- 
gyman in the province of Smoland, and, on account 6f his 
fkill in the management of bees, is known by the name of 
Bi-KuQg, or the Bee-King. 

berbariufUf 



. t* p L 1 H N A tJ S. i^t 

i>erbarium, coUefting plants from all quarters^ 
making repeated obfervations upon them, and 
comparing them with the defcriptions of 
Tournefort*, whofe works he had rceeived 
. as a prefent from Dr. Rothman "f*. During 
his refidence at Lund, he profccuted his ftu- 
dies with fuch unremitted attention i that he 
frequently continued them during great part 
of the night, in order to enjoy the ufe of fe- 
Veral books which he fecretly obtained from 
the profeflbr's library* Once in particular, 
Stobaeus fufpeding that he had company at a 
very late hour, ftole unobferved into his apart- 
ment; and was.aftoniftied at finding hiiH cm- 
ployed ih confulting the works of thofe great 
botanifts, Csefalpinusi Bauhin, and Tournefort* 
Pleafed with this inftance of his indefatigable 
zeal for fcience> the profeflbr permitted him 
to have accefs to his library and coUciftions ; 
and readily aflifted him with advice and infor- 
mation* 

Linnaeus did not confine himfelf to botany ; 
but turned alfo his attention to the inferior 
orders of the animal kingdom : a branch of 
knowledge in which he eminently excelled; 

* InftitutiOnes rei herbaria. 

t Baeck, ' 

0^4 ' arid 
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and which he was led to profecute from a cir- 
cumftance, that would have damped the ardouf 
of a lefs zealous inquirer. In endeavouring 
to form a collection of irifefts, he was flung 
by the Furia Infernalis * in ib terrible a riian- 

lier, 

* The effcfls of the Furia Infernalis are thus 4efcribec( 
by Dr. Pulteney, from a Differtation De Miraculis In- 
f&Sforum^ in the third volume of the Amcenitates Academca* 
*< In Finland, Bothnia, and the northern provinces of Swe- 
** den, it was not linfrequently that people were feized 
*' with a pungent pain, confined to a point, in the hand, 
•* or other expofed part of the body, which prefently 
'^ encreafcd to a moft excruciating degree, and hath 
" fometimes been fuddenly fetal. This diforder was 
*' more particularly obferved in Finland, efpecially about 
" boggy and marfhy places, and always in autumn. At 
*^ length it was difcovered, that this pain inftantly fuo- 
'' ceeded fomewhat that dropped out of the air, aftd in a 
" moment penetrated and buried itfelf in the fleih. The 
^ Finlanders had tried variety of applications to no pur- 
" pofe, until at length a poultice of curds, or cheefe, was 
'* found the moft efFedlual in eafing the pain; and the 
" event confirmed, that the infeft was allured by' this ap- 
<' plication to leave the flefli; as on its removal, this 
" worm, no longer than the fixth of an inch, was found in 
*' it, and thus the caufe of this painful difeafe explained. 
*^ Linnaeus himfelf once fufFered from this animal the 
*^ efFed here fpoken of: but we owe the complete hJftory 
" of it and its place in the Syftem, to Dr. Solander, who 
" gave it in to the Royal Society of Sciences at Uplal. 
*« (Nov. Ac. Vol. I.) This worm fhmds in the Syftem 

*' under 



her,' that his life was endangered *. This 
^vent incited his refearches to difcover the na- 
ture and qualities of that venomous worm i 
which led him to develope and explain thofe 
numerous tribes of infe<9:s -f- and worms, that 
had been but imperfectly defcribed by pre- 
ceding naturalifts; and afterwards to throw 
new light upon the whole animal kingdom* 

In 1728 he was removed to the univerfi ty 
of Upfala ; where his narrow circumftances 
involved him at firft in diftreffes unfriendly to 
the purfuits of fcience, but which did not, 

*^ under the name of Fur la Infirnalisy p. 13255 but by 
*' what means this creature is raifed into the air, is as yet 
« unknown." General View of the Writings of Lin- 
naeus, p. 259. 

* Baeck. 

f " No part of the fyftem of nature," writes Dr. Pul* 
teney, '' has undergone a greater change than this clafs j 
** neither does our authot ftand more unrivalled, than in 
** the excellent arrangement he has given to this branch 
" of natural hiftory j which, before his time, was nearly 
" without method." p. lor. 

And again, « The knowledge of infe£b may be faid to 
^ be the laft branch of natural hiilory that raifed its head ; 
" notwithftanding which^ it has of late attained a high de- 
^ gree of perfedion : nor can it be too much to attribute 
^ this to the excellent arrangement of Linnaeus, under 
" whofe aufpices it has extended itfelf beyond all other 
'' parts of zoology.'* p. 351. 

however. 



however, obftrudl his ufual exertions. His 
poverty is faid to have been fo great, that he 
frequently vt^anted the conunon neceilaries of 
life; and was even accuftomed to wear the 
caft-oflF ihoes 6f his fellow-ftud?nts, which 
he mended with pafteboard for his own ufe *. 
From this ftate of peniiry, when he had no 
profped of the fmalleft affiflance either from 
his family or friends^ he was fiiddenly relieved 
by the learned Olaus Celfius, profeflbr of di- 
vinity, and reftorer of natural hiftory in Swe- 
den; whofe patronage he cafually acquired 
in the following manner i Celfius, having fre- 
quently noticed him making obfervations in 
the botanical garden, was aftonifhed at his? 
proficiency in botany, the finalleft knowledge 
of which was at that time efteemed a rare qua- 
lification in Sweden ; and being informed of 
his diftrefled fituation, immediately received 
him into his houfe ; admitted him to his table > 
gave him accefs to his library; and engaged 
his afliftance in completing his Hierobotanicorif 
a work afcertaining the plants mentioned in 
the Holy Scriptures. The favours of this re-^ 
Ipcdtable patron, conferred in fuch extreme 

* Fabricius. 
X neceffity. 



neceffity, he always remembered and acknow- 
ledged with the ftrongeft expreffions of rcve* 
rencc and gratitude^ 

Soon afterwards hd attrafted the notice; 
and obtained the patronage, of Olaus Rud- 
beck, profelfor of phyfic and botany, on the 
following occafion: An Academical di£l!erta- 
tion^ De Nuptiis Arborum *, being read in the 
public fchools, Linnaeus wrote upon it fbme 
obfervations ; wherein he introduced fevcral 
remarks upon the generation of plants,' to 
which he had particularly turned his atten- 
tion. Thefe obfervations fell into the hands 
of Olaus Rudbeck, who was fo ftruck with 
their fagacity and juftnefs, as immediately to 
commence an acquaintance with the author : 
his abilities and knowledge being developed 
upon a nearer intimacy, the profeiTor appoint- 
ed him tutor to his fons ; in fome meafure 
dired:ed his ftudies ; and thought him fuf- 
iiciently qualified, though in the 23d year of 
his age, to read occafional ledtures in the bo- 
tanical garden, by which means he obtained a 

* The tkefi's U ftyled Ta/wj ^«J«v, five de Nuptiis Ar- 
borum de quibus Diflertationem Philologtco-criticam pub- 
lico bonorum cxamini fubmittit Petrus Ugla, 23 Dec. 
1729- ' 

fmall 



fmall income. At this period Linnseus paffecj 
his ckys in herborifing and giving lectures; 
and employed great part of the night in lay- 
ing the foundation of the new fyftem, which 
he had already planned- About this period he 
began to arrange his Biblioth'eea Botanica, his 
clajes^ and genera plantarum ; from whence 
we may colled how early he had fixed the 
principles of that iiietnod, which he afterwards 
carried to fuch perfection. 

His knowledge was confiderably improved 
by a journey into Lapland in 1732,- to which, 
at the recommendation of Rudbeck and Cel- 
fius, he was deputed by the Royal Society of 
Sciences at Upfala, in order to inveftigate the 
natural hiftory of that unknown region : but 
as he received only a gratuity of about JT. ? 
towards defraying his expences, he was oblige 
ed to travel almoft the whole way on foot, 
which he performed with great alacrity and 
fpirit. He commenced this expedition on the 
I ith of May 1732 ; ftayed fome time at the 
mines of Fahlun ; vifited various parts of 
Lapland ; underwent many hardlhips ; efcaped 
immineiit perils ; and returned to Upfala in 
the month of Oftober of the following year, 
after having traverfed near 4000 miles *^ Dur- 
♦ Back. 



mg 
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ing his tour he tranfmittcd to the Royal So- 
ciety of Sciences a Florula Lapponica, which 
was printed in their afts, and was his firft pub- 
lication : in this catalogue of Lapland plants, 
Jie difpofed them .according to the fyftem after-- 
wards called the Sexual. 

Soon after his return he continued his lec-» . 
tures upon botapy ; and delivered others alfo 
upon mineralogy and the art of aflaying me- 
tals ; which were the firft on that fubjedt ever 
given at Upfala ; and from which he acquired 
great applaufe. But being not entitled from 
his ftanding in the univerfity to pead leisures, 
a formal complaint was lodged againft him 
by profeflbr Rofen, phyfician to the king; 
and he had the mortification to receive an ex- 
prefs prohibition from the academical con- 
fiftory. Linnaeus, who began to receive a com- 
fortable fubfiftence from thefe ledtures, and fa w 
no immediate means of maintaining himfelf, 
was fo exafperated at this proceeding ; that he 
drew his fword upon the profeflbr ; and might 
have proceeded to violence if he had not been 
prevented. In confequence of this outrage, he 
would undoubtedly have been expelled from 
the univerfity ; if his patron, 01a^s Celfius, 
had not compromifed the afifair*. 
* Fabriciu*. 

In 
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In this jundure he was appointed to ac-r 
company the fons of Baron Reuterholm into 
Dalecarlia and Norway. During this tour he 
improved his knowledge of minei'alogy, by 
yifiting various mines and forges j and par- 
ticularly at Fahliin, whgre he read ledures 
upon foflijs and the ^rt of alTaying, which 
were much frequented: at the iame time he 
obtained ^he friendfliip of Dr, Morgeus, the 
phyfician of the place, to whofe daughter he 
betrothed himfejf. It being the cufipm at 
that tim^ to take a degree in fome foreign 
univerfity, and the fituatipn of Linnaeus not 
being adequate? to fuch an expence ; the young 
lady prefented h|m with an hundred ducats =; 
about £^ 50, to take his doftor's degree at; 
Harderwick in Guelderland *. With this view 
he commenced his journey in 1735 ^ and pro- 
ceeded to Qopenhagen and flamburgh, where 
lie gave a proof of his accurate knowledge ia 
natural hiftory, by difcovering, that a cele^ 
brated fnake with feven he?ids, belonging tq 
the burgomafter Spreckelfen, and which had 
been long efteemed a great wonder, was ^ 
mere impofitiqn. Upon the firft infpedlion, 
our natufalift perceived that the fix heads^ 

♦ Fabricius, 

notwith-^ 
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notwithftanding the art with which they were 
joined together, were ja^ys of weafels covered 
with the fkin of fnakes *. 

Linnaeujs, to whom 100 ducats appeare4 
an immenfe fum, thought his riches inex^ 
hauftjble; and, remaining for a confiderablc 
time at Hamburgh, where he was pleafed 
with hi? fituatiC(n, he found himfelf upon hi? 
afqval in Holland, reduced to extreme nc- 
ceffity, and unable to dilburfe the expence of 
a doctor's degree: he therefore applied by 
l6tter to Boerhaaye; acquainting him that: 
he was a perfbn who had devoted himfelf to 
the ftudy of botany, but who laboured under 
the moft fevere diftrefles. Boerhaave, thp 
friend and proteftor of fcience, received Lin- 
naeus in his garden : among other topics of 
converfation, he pointed out the Cratagus 
Aria I and demanded, whether he had ever 
pbfetved that plant ? adding, that it had not 
yet been defcribed by any writer. Linnaeus^ 
anfwered, that it was a native of Sweden, 
and defcribed by VailUnt. Boerhaave fup- 
ported the contrary -, and^ convinced of the 

* The reader will find a plate of this faftitious monfter 
in Seba's Mufeum, Vol. I. Table IQ2. 

juftnef^ 
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jaftnefs of his aflcrtion, becaufe he had hun- 
felf fuperintended the publication of Vaillant's 
work, immediately brought the book to Lin- 
naeus; who, without hefitation, referred to 
the dcfcription^ which accurately correfponded 
with the plant in qucftion *. From this fpe- 
cimen of his accurate knowledge in botany^ 
Boerhaavc became his patron, and recom- 
mended him to the proteftion of Mr. Clif- 
ford; by whom he was appointed fuperin- 
tcndent of a botanical garden -f, lately form- 
ed at a very extraordinary expence. In this 
' liew fituation, highly adapted to his circum- 
fiances and genius, he received a falary of a 
J ducat per day ; had the infpedt^on of a gar- 
den rich in the choiceft plants ; and was not 
confined to any expence for pbtaining. every 
fpecies of exotics, and procuring the works 
of the moil eminent botanical authors. In 
addition alfo to thefe favourable opportunities; 
of increajQng his knowledge, he travelled, at 
the charge of Mr. Clifford, into England and 
France. During only two years refidence with. 

* Fabricius. 

t At Hartcamp, about three miles from Harlem. 

X About 9J. 6rf. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Clifford, he gave to the public many 
works* in various branches of natural hif- 
tory; which raifed his reputation very high 
in Europe; and in which he difcovered an 
amazing fagacity in methodizing and clafling^ 
with the niceil difcrimination^ the various 
productions in the three kingdoms of nature^ 
In theie publications he ventured, young and 

• Syftema >JaturaB, comprized^ as Dr; Pulteney izysi 
in twelve pages, and is the outlines of the fucceeding edi- 
tions -— Fundamenta Botanica — Bibliotheca Botanica — 
Muia Cliffortiana — Genera Plantahim— ^Viridarium Clif- 
fortianum — Mediodus Sexualis— *Flora Lapponica— Cri- 
tica Botanica— ^Hortus ClifFortianus— Artedi Ichtyologia 
— Claffes Plantarum. " We cannot fufficienlly/* fays Dr; 
Baeck, with juftnefs, ^ wonder how^ within fo fllort a (pace 
^ as two years^ during which period he was fo conftantlj 
^ occupied in arranging the plants of Cliiibrt^s Garden 
iS according to his fyflem, and was fo continually inter- 
" rupted by foreign vifitors, Llrinams could alfo find timt 
^ to put forth fo many writings, each of which would have ^ 
^ been fiiflicient to have edablifhed the reputation of a 
<< man of learning ; and thefe writingSj^ founded Upon his 
•* own difcdverieSj and tending to give a new form to a 
<« whole fcience. The ihaterials of fomc, indeed, had been 
*< collefted and digefted in Sweden ; but it is a fed fcarcely 
<< credible, that the Hortus Qiffortianusj a work which 
<< contains fo miKh knowledge, ihould have been written 
^< and printed in lefs than nine months." For an account 
of thefe various publications fee Pulteney^ p. i6— 30* 

Vol. IV* R unknown 
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unknown as he was, to commit his new fyC- 
tern to the world ; which, undefended by its 
author, and fupported only by its intrinfic 
merit, conquered all oppofition from men of 
the firft abilities and decided charafter *. 

His refidence in Holland, which had^ hi-* 
therto contributed in h eflcntial a manner to 
his rife and improvement, was at length em- 
bittered by a very dangerous diforder that 
terminated in an ague. He became fuddenly 
penfivc, difcontented, expreffed an infurmpunt- 
able defire to ftdfil his matrimonial engage- 
ments ; and was impatient to fliow himfelf 
in Sweden, where he flattered himfelf with 
the profped: of a moft honourable reception. 

Having declined many offers of promotioB 
in Holland, he quitted that country in die 
i^ring of 17385 and, after pafling a fliort 

* Among others the celebrated Dillenius, though he 
candidly acknowledged the merits of the Linnaean fyftem, 
confefl'ed that he was too* far advanced in life to ftudy a 
new arrangement. The feme reafons may account for 
the coolnefs of reception he met with from Sir Hans Sloane, 
iiotwithlftanding the^ following letter of recommendation 
written by Boerhaave : « LinnauSy qui has tibi dabit /f- 
*' terasy eft unice dtgnus te videre^ unke dignus a te videriy qui 
<* vos videhii fimuly videbit hominum par^ cut ftmk vix dabit 
«* orbis** See Pulteneyj p. 12. 

tim« 
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time at Paris, arrived at Stockholm in the 
month of. September; where he fettled as a 
phyfictan, ahd married in the following year 
the lady to whom he ha4 betrothed himielf 
at Fahlun. 

Linnaeus had returned to his native coun- 
try fill! of the moft fanguine Qxpe<5i:ations 
that his merit would he immediately recog- 
nized; but, to ufe his biographer's ♦ ex- 
preflions, "he was aitooifbed to find that he' 
^ was confidered more a;s a fbanger atxK>ng 
** his countrymen than amqng foreigner^*" 
He was &> mortified at this difapppintmei;ity 
and the fmall degree of pra&ice which he 
at firft obtained ; that he had once reiblyed to 
accept the ofi[ers of his patrons in Holland s 
or to fettle at Gottingen, at the e^^oc^ iolir! 
citation of the celebrated Haller. 3ut al^ 
though his acknowledged merit, ainl. unqonp^* 
mon reputation, foo!h fccured to hia> the pa- 
tronage of feveral illuftrious p^rfonages ; yet; 
he paid the ufual tax of genius, by experi- 
encing a. confiderabk dqgree of tnvy. and op- 
pofition ; and though by thefe nqjeans he was 
at firft involved in fome difficulties, only a 

« Back. 
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fhort period elapfed before he acquired an ex- 
tenfive pradlice. His moft confiderable and 
zealous ^patron was count Teffin, the firil 
minifter, whofe colledlion he afterwaieds do- 
fcribed in his Mufeum Tejinianum. 

By the intercft of that nobleman he ob- 
tained^ in the beginning of 1739, the office 
of phyfician to the fleet; and a ftipend from 
the ftates for reading lediires in mineralogy 
lipon the :Colle<ak)n of foffils belonging to the 
board of mines *. Count Teffin alfo recom- 
njended him in fuch ftrong terms to their 
Swediih majefties, that they honoured him 
with their patronage. Under his diredlion 
the king formed a collection of quadrupeds, 
birds, fiihes, and ferpents, at Ulricfdal; and 
the queen of infects and fhells at Drott^ 
ningCbolms bolK of which have been ac- 
curately dcfcribed by Linnaeus himfdf. Dur- 
ing his refidence at Stockholm, he aflifted, 
as I have before obferved, in founding a li- 
terary fociety, which was afterwards called 
the Royal Academy of Sciences; and of which 
he was appointed the firfl: prefident. 

In 1741 he at length obtained the objefl: 

♦ B«ck. 
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of his warmeft ambition, the profeiTorfhip of 
botany in the univerfity of Upiala. Upon 
the death of. Roberg, profcffor of practical 
medicine and anatomy, Linnaeus was appoint* 
ed to fill his chair; which he changed, in 
1742, with profcffor Rofen, for that of bo- 
tany: he was at the fame time appointed to 
fuperintend the phyfic-garden ; and undertook 
to read ledhires in botany, natural hiftory, 
dietetics, on the knowledge of difbrders, and 
the maUria medica. From this period* he 
pafled the remaining part of his life almoft 
uniformly at Upfala. 

He turned his principal attention and care 
to the regulation and improvement of the 
botanical garden ; which, at the time of his 
appointment to the profefforfhip, fcarcely con- 
tained 40 exotics; but produced, in 1748, 
notwithflanding the obflrudkions arifing from 
the feverity of the climate, iioo fpecies, ex- 
clufive of indigenous plants and varieties. His 
own colled:ion of natural hiflory was rich 
only in plants ; a circumflance chiefly owing 
to the number of quadrupeds, fhells, and 
infeds, which hefprefented to their majeflies 
for their cabinets at Ulricfdal and Drottning- 
£toIm. His herbarium was highly valuable, 

R 3 from 
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fmm the number and arrangement of tlic 
i^cimens. 

By his incomparable le<5ltires he raifed the 
univerfity to the highcft repute ; and induced 
many foreigners to refort to Upfala; He was 
always attended by a numerous audience ; and 
his great art was not only in fatisfying the 
curiofity, but in gaining the afFedion and 
cfteem of the ftudents. . His lectures were dif- 
tlnguiflied by the concifenefs and precifioh 
fo confpicuous in his works; and yet were 
delivered with a fpirit and animation which 
irreliftibly caught the attention of his heaters : 
for he fpoke with a perfoafion wlrich was 
infplred by his deep infight, his juft concep- 
tions and his 2:ealous ardour for the know- 
ledge of nature *• He difiufed a fudden fpi- 
rit of inquiry -, and kindled among his ftu- 
dents a new zjeal for the ftudy of natural 
hiftory. During the firft years of his re- 
fidence at Upfala, he gave pubUc herbori- 

fing 

* Baeck and Fabricius. Nothing can mark the phi- 
lofopher's paffion for natural hiftory more than thcfe ex- 
prefiions in a letter to Mr. Pennant on the following oc- 
cafidn. Having received the firft notice of the Anemia 
retufa (Syft. Nat, 1151. N*^ 225.) being found in a t€j 

cent 
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iiag l^^im m Spring and iummer. In 
tjutiib botaiucal cxcuriions he was attend- 

C^lit ft^e, firom Mr* Pennant, who obferved one adher- 
Vlg to a fea^plaitf drawn out of the Norwegian feas, he 
wrote to him, ** Pro gaudio exultans quod detexeras con- 
^ cham anomiam a nullo mortalium antea vi&m, quique 
^ facem accendcras fcientia naturali luculentiflunam in 
^ deperditis hue u(que concharum generibus. De hac 
<^ concha die noduque cogito ; de eo loquor hodii ; no<Slu 
" de eo fomnio/* Dec 3, 1756. 

In another letter to our EnglUh zoologift he thus ac'- 
knowledges a prefent of his Synopfis of Quadrupeds, and 
candidly allows the merit of the work, although it differed 
in fome reipe«Sl from his own method of claffing animals. 
^< Diu audivi D. TroiU fecum adduxifle dona tua, quae 
^ avidiffime ex(pe£bvi. Redux tandem pridie ad nos ac- 
^ ceifit; et mihi obtulit Synopfin tuam tf ^adrupids et 
^^ Zoologiam Indicam. Pro flngulis grates reddo quas 
^ unquam poiEm calidiffimas. Synopfin tuam legam et 
^ relegam millies. Multa in eo occurrunt leiftu mihi 
<^ jucundii&ma, et maxime utilia quae in fuccum et fan* 
^ guinem. — — — -Pecle£lo hoc opere ;pulta a te quaeram 
y- nee unquam me ingratum fentias.— Non de methodo 
<< difputabo; mihi perinde erit utrum naturae cultor fit 
«' Lutheranus, Calvinianus, Judaicus, aut Mahometanusy 
^ unice notitiam fpecierum quaeram. O utinam viderem 
^^ reliqua tua opera imprimis de avibus, quam multa inde 
S^ ;iddifcerem quae Qtianinum me fugiunt.*— Tua Indian , 
^ Zoalogy perpulchra erat ; pulcherrimae figurae rariifima- 
*< rum certe avium; defcriptiones etiam exaiftiffimaB,— 
^ Vale plura proxime/' Up&liae, I773t d. a. Mali. 

The public are now under frelh obligations to Mr. Pen- 
jiant, for his long expe&ed work. The Arftic Zoology, 

R4 .cd 
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cd with a band of trampets and French- 
horns ; and fallied out at the head of 20a 
or 300 ftudents, divided into detached com- 
panies. When Linnaeus was inclined to ex- 
plain any curious plant, bird, or infed:, which 
had either fallen under his own notice, or 
was brought to him by any of the ftudents 5 
the ilraggkrs were called together by the 
found of mufic, and crowding round the^ 
matter liftened in refpedful iilence while he 
offered his obfei'vations *. 

His reputation was now fo widdy fpread 
in foreign countries ; that he received the 
moft flattering invitations to Peterfburgh, to 
Gottingen, and particularly to Madrid ; where 
he was offered by the king of Spain a very con- 
fidei;able flipend -f , the rank of nobility, and 
the toleration of his religion. But the pro- 
fpedt even of the moft fpleridid advantages 
could not feduce him from his native country ; 
where he had acquired the efleem of his 
fovereign, and thp general refped of his coun- 

* I am indebted to Sir John CuUum for this anecdote, 
who received it from Dr. Solander i and it has been fince 
confirmed to me by Mr. Dryander, a Swedifh gentleman, 
who frequently attended tKefe botanical excurfions. 

f A penfion of 2000 piftoles. Pultehey, p. 35. 

' trymen, 
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trymen> which he maintained ' until the day 
of his death. 

* His fervices in promoting every branch of 
natural hiflory were acknowledged in the full* 
cA manner; and every affiilance afiforded to 
his endeavours to improve and dififufe his fa« 
vourite fcience. A new houfe vras raifed for 
him, at the public expence, clofe to the phy* 
£c-garden: he was occafionally deputed by 
the fiates to make excurlions into various parts 
of Sweden, with a view to the advancement 
of natural hiftory. For this purpofe, he, at 
diiferent times, viiited the lilancis of Goth* 
land and Oeland, the provinces of Skone and 
Weil Gothland^ and conununicat^ to the 
public, in his native language, the Itineraries 
of his Travels, which are faid to be replete 
with curious and philofophical obferyations ; 
the general purport of which was principally 
direded in adapting natural hiftory to oeco- 
nomical ufcs. Many of his fcholars * were 

♦ Kalm journeyed to North America ; Haffelquift to 
Smyrna, Egypt, and Paleftinej Temftrocm, Toren, and 
Ofbeck, to China; Rolander to Surinam; Loefling to 
Spain and North America; Forikal to Arabia; Thun- 
berg to the Cape of Good Hope, Batavia, and Japan ; 
Sparman to the iCape and South Seas ; and above all, the 
much to be regretted Dr« Solander round the world* 

6 alfo. 
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alfe> under his aufpices^ di^tcfacd to various 
parts of the world, at the expeace of the 
public^ or of particular focieties; and they 
all ieem to have caught from their beloved 
mailer a fpirit of emulation and zeai for 
icknce : the communications wiiich he re- 
ceived from their unremitted labours fiimiihed 
Imn with fuch information as enabled his 
tompreheniive mind to appropriate^ as it were» 
tfiek di^overies, and to ^^ exemplify m a 
^ more perfed and detailed mannfar h^ fyf- 
•* tem <rf nature */' Thus his genius may 
be faid to have dii&ied itfelf tljrough the moft 
4liilant regions of the globe; and his fpirit 
^11 xx>ntinues to animate the zealous difciples 
rfthe Linnaean ichool. 

The following circumftances, relative to his 
&ceafe, are related by his Swedifti biogra- 
pher -f-. In May 1774, while he was read- 
iBg ledures in the botanical garden, he was 
^fcired with an apopledic flroke, that was fol- 
lowed by a debility which he himfelf pro- 
iDOunced the forerunner of death. His limbs 
^were affedled to fuch a degree, that he could 
not be moved without extreme pain and dif- 

♦ Pultencj, p. 34. t B«ck. 

ficulty. 
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iiculty. In autumn, however, he was ibme- 
^hat recovered ; which he, in the enthufiafm ^ 
of fcience, imputed to a prefent of feveral 
hundred rare plants, fent to him by the king. 
Thefe plants, brought from Surinam by Dahl- 
berg, a Swedifh officer, were fo well prefenr- 
ed in Ipirits, that their flowers, fruit, and 
leaves, were diftin<9iy vilibk. He found great 
amuiement and confolation in arranging and 
publifliing a fhort defcription of them, under 
the title of Flanta Surinamenfesy which was 
his laft performance. In June 1776, he was 
afflidted with a feeond ftrokc of apoplexy, 
which reduced him to fo weak a ftate, that, 
to ufe his own expreffions in his Journal, 
" Linnaeus limjJs, can hardly move, fpcaks 
** unintelligibly, and can fcarcely write." In 
the fame year a paralytic ftroke deprived him 
of the ufe of his right fide, and confined him 
wholly to his bed. His ftrength gradually 
forfook him ; his mental faculties were im- 
paired ; . and an ague, attended by a dropfy, 
brolight on a tranquil diffolution on the lotii 
of January 1778, in the 71ft year of his age. .. 
His remains were interred in the cathedral 
of Upfala, with all the funeral honours which 
gratitude and rciped could infpire. The king 

of 
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of Sweden ordered a medal to be ftruck ex- 
preffive of the dejedtion of fcience upon the 
deceaie of Linnasus, and a monument to be. 
credbed over his aihes : his majefty alfo at- 
tended the meeting of the Academy of Sci- 
ences, in which his commemoration fpeech 
was delivered; and, as a ftill higher tribute 
to his memory, lamented, in a fpeech from 
the throne to the diet of 1778, the irre- 
trievable lofs which Sweden had fufFered from 
his death *. 

The moft trifling anecdotes relative to the 
perfon and charadter of fuch eminent men a& 
Linnaeus cannot fail of being particularly in- 
terefting; and our curiofity in thefe ' refpeds 
will be highly gratified by the following de- 
tail of a -f- naturalift perfonally acquainted 
with him ; who reprefents him chiefly in prir 
vate and domeftic fcenes ; which, though diey 
place every charadler in the trueft light, yet 
too often efcape the notice of biographers. 

** I had the good fortune of enjoying the 
** infl:ru<ftions, protection, and familiar ac- 
" quaintance of Linnaeus, from 1762 to 1764. 

* Pulteney, p. 212. f Fjibricius. 

'' No 
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^' No day pafTed in which I did not fee him ; 
** none in which I did not attend his ledure?, 
" or convcrfe with him in the mofl: friendly 
** manner. In fummer I followed him into 
** the country, accompanied by two friends, 
^* Kuhn and Zoega, who were foreigners as 
** well as nayfelf : in winter we took up our 
** abode oppofite to hi& houfe at Upfak; 
•* where he vifited us almoft every day without; 
** form> in his red night-gown and green cap 
** lined with fur, and with his pipe in his 
'* hand. His converfation was lively and 
*' agreeable : he would amufe us with many 
^^ anecdotes relative to the naturalifls bodi 
*• native and foreign, whom he had foraierly 
" known; he would frequently refolvc dif- 
'* ficulties which occurred to us in the pro* 
^* grefs of our ftudies, and often favoured us 
** with occafional inftrudlions. During our 
** unreftrained intercourfc, he would frequent- 
'* ly bur£k into IcMid fits of laughter; his 
'* countenance would brighten with pleafure $ 
^* and his mind would expand with a degree 
'^ of openncfs and freedom, which fhowed 
^^ his natural inclination to fociablenefs and 
** friendfliip. Not lefs joyous was our coun- 
'* try life. We dwelled in a farm-houfe at a 

^'*fn?aU 
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•* finall diftance from his habitation. Lin- 
" naeus in fummer generally rofe at four*; 
would frequently call upoti us at fix 5 and, 
^ having breakfafted, would read ledlures upon 
•* the Ordines naturaks plantarum until ten. 
•* Then we attended him to the neighbour- 
^* tng rocks, where he had fufficient employ- 
** ment in defcribing and detailing their dif- 
* fcrent produdions till mid-day, the ufiial 
*^ hour of his dinner; after which we re- 
*^ paired to his houfe, and pafled the evening 
** in his company. Every Sunday we receiv- 
** cd a vifit from Linnaeus and his whole fa- 
•* mily; on which pccafion we always pro- 
•• vided a peafant who played upon a kind of 
•* violin, and danced in the barn with infinite 
^* fatisfadtion. In truth, though our ball was 
** not very fplendid 5 our fociety not nume- 
" rous; our mufic not fuper-exCellent ; our 
'* minuets and Polifli dances not diverfified ; 
'* yet we amufed ourfelves not a littk. The 
** old man, who generally fat fmoking his 

♦ " In fummer,'* lays Dr. Bseck, " he ufually flept.only 
^' from 10 to 3; and in winter from 9* to 6. Whenever 
f' he perceived himfelf fatigued with too much appUca- 
« tion, he quitted his ftudy, and relieved himfelf with fo- 
** ciety/' 

^ pipe 
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" pipe with my friend Zoega, and looked 
** on, would now and then ftart up and join 
" himfelf in a Polifli dance, in which he far 
" furpafled the youngeft of the c(»npany« 
" Thofe days and hours will never be for- 
*< gotten by me, but will always be recolkded 
'* with pleafufe. 

*^ Linnasus was fmall in ftature, and ap^ 
*' peared ftill fliorter from a habit of fto(^ing«' 
*' He was thin, but we]l*made; and when I 
'^ knew him, age had ^eady begun to mark 
*^ his forehead with wrinkles. Hb counte--^ 
'^ nance was open ; almoft always ferene ; tod 
" hb eyes were, the moft expreffive I ever be* 
^ held : they were fmall indeed, but lively and 
^^ piercing beyond deicripcion ; I do not rccol-- 
'' le<^ their colour, but their glances would now 
" and then penetrate and read my very fouL 
** The engtuving prefixed to the Specie^ Plan*^ 
** forum is a very finking refemblance of him* 
^^ His mind was noble; his underilanding 
" was quick and acute. His great pre-emi»^ 
** nence coniifted in the regular conneftioii of 
^^ his ideas; and all his words and adtiona 
" were orderly and fyftematic. In his youth 
" his memory was ftrong, but began to fail 
^* at a very early period of his life. I per- 
8 *' ceived 



€C 



256 TRAVELS lUtO SWEDEN. B. 7. 

" ccived fevcral inftances of his not being 
*f able to remember the names of his nieareit 
^' acquaintance } and once in particular found 
** him in great diftrefs, having juft written a 
" letter to his father-in-law, whofe name he 
" had abfolutely forgotten. His heart wasr 
*^ open to every impreffion of joy ; he loved 
*^ plealantry, and was fond of fociety ; was an 
*^ excellent companion; cheerful and agree-* 
" able in his converfation j of fanciful wit ; and* 
poifefled a happy talent of introducing and 
applying appofite anecdotes. His paffions 
^ were flrong and violent 5 he was hafly and 
" choleric, but foon appeafed. His friend- 
** fhips were warm and unalterable, and more 
** particularly to his favourite fcholars; his 
** attachment was always founded upon a love 
" of fcience ; he was fo fortunate as to ex- 
** perience few inflances of ingratitude ; and 
^ it is well known with what zeal his diiciples 
*< returned his friendftiip, and how frequently 
" they engaged in his defence. 

** Though his love of fame was boun<Jlefs, 
** and his motto, Famam extendere faiiis^ the 
" true image of his foul ; yet this ambition 
** had no odier objed: than literary eminence j 
« and never degeno-ated into an ofFcnlive and 

** unfocial 
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** unfocial pride. . Nor was the rank, to which 
'* be had been raifed by the favour of his fo- 
'* vereign, any otherwife agreeable to him 
** than as a mark of his high reputation in 
^' fcience. In matters relative to botany he 
** Gould not eafily brook any contradidion : 
•* he thankfully, indeed, received and ufed the 
** annotations of his friends for the improve- 
** ment of his works ; but he difdained the 
^^ attacks of his opponents ; and, by never 
** replying, configned them to that oblivion 
** in which they have long been buried* He 
'* was himfelf liberal in his encomiums, and 
'* not difpleafed with being admired, which 
** feems to have been his principal foible : his 
** love of praife, however, \vas founded on the 
** ftrong perception of his own excellence j on 
** his acknowledged improvements of natural 
** hiflory ; and upon the confcioufnefs of being 
** efteemed the firft fyftcmatic writer of the 
" age. Tournefort, as he often aflured me, 
" he had looked up to from his youth as the 
" xmA&v whom he had propofed to imitate ; 
*^ and whom he foon furpaffed in a very con- 
** liderable degree. 

" Mis way of life was moderate and par- 
'* fimonious ; and he has been accufed of co- 

Vol. IV. S " vetoufnefs. 
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** vetoufnels ♦. I cannot, however, but hold 
'* hhii in fome meafute exeufed, if he placed 
" too high a value upion mbriey, the Wiiit of 
*^ which he had fa long arid fo feverely fex- 
^' perienced. It may alfo be urged in his de- 
•* fence; that the habits of extreme paffi- 
*' mony, which he had contra6led urtder the 
" moft preffing neceffities, adhered to him af- 
" terwards ; and could not be Ihaken off even 
*• in times of affluence. I never, however^ 
** perceived that his frugality degenerated in- 
*' to fordid avarice ; and I can allege my own 
*' example as an inftance to the contrary. He 
** refufed in fo peremjptory a manner to accept 
" the acknowledgment due to him for reading 
«* lectures to us during the whole fummerj 
*^ that we were obliged (after having in vain 
*' endeavoured to force it upon him) to leave 
" it fecretly behihd us." 

To the hbnour of his country and the prc- 
fent age, Linnseus reaped the advantage of his 

* It is a fufficient refu^tiort of the cl^u^e of s^ric^. 
that << though he was exti^emely fparing in his own private 
<< expences ', yet he was .liberal in entertainingiiis friends^ 
<< and in a£b of charity ; and that he always remitted to 
<^ poor ftudents what was due to him for attending his lee* 
« turcs." Saeck. 

fuperior 
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iUperior genius by the unfolicited accumuk- 
tion of wealth and honours. In 1753 he was 
cieatod a knight of the Polar'-ilar, and en^ 
nobled in 1756. 

Hb writings brought him, on a<:count of 
their numb^^ no inconfiderable emolument * ; 
while his ^tlaiy as profeflbr^ his practice as a 
phyfician^ and the prefents which he occa<*- 
Cbonally received from his Cchohrs, rendered 
him eafy and independent. He purchafed in 
dse neighbourhood of ^ Upfala two eftates^ at . 
Hammarby and at S^ja; at the former of 
which he built a villa ; and at his deceafe be^ 
4}ueathed an ample provifion to his widow and 
chilken. He left four daughters and one 
fon, Charles Linm^us^ who fucceeded him in 
die profeflbribip^ and died oa the firft of No« 
vember 1783. 

The name of Linnaeus maybe claffed ampngft 
thofe of Newton, Boyle, Locke, Haller, Euler, 
and other great philofophers^ who were firiends 
to religion : he always teftified in his convert 
fatidhs, writings, and anions, the higheft re- 
verence for the Supreme Being ; and was Co 
firongly impreffed with the idea of omni- 

• A ducat^ or about t)uf}d^ each fliect. Fabricius. 

S 2 prefence. 
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prefenccj that he wrote over the door of his 
library : Innocui vivite, numen adejl. 

The great merits of Linnaeus, as a naturalift, 
are to be eftimated from the rude ftate in 
which he found all the branches of natural 
hiftory, and the perfection to which he car- 
ried them ; in drawing order from confiifion^ 
and perfpicuity from darknefs : his under- 
ftanding, comprehenfive, yet accurate, was ca- 
pable of combining and arranging an almoft 
infinite variety of objefts ; which the magni- 
tude of the greateft could not fatigue, nor the 
infignificance of the fmallcft elude. The mere 
catalogue of his works would make an or- 
dinary pamphlet; and it would require no 
fmall volume to trace even the outlines of his 
fyftem, now diftinguiflied by the appellation 
of Linnaean, which new methodized and re- 
formed the whole compafs of natural hiftory* 
In thefe extenfive and various purfuits, we 
know not which to admire moft ; his intimate 
•knowledge ; his fertility of invention ; his in- 
defatigable induftry; his fcientific arrdnge- 
cnent ; or that wonderful exa6tnefs in difcrimi- 
nating, where the minuteft (hades of difference 
are fcarcely perceptible. 

The 
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The reader, who is defirous of further in- 
telligence concerning this great naturalift, 
will find his curiofity amply gratified from 
the perufal of Dr. Pulteney's ^* General View 
*' of the Writings of Linnaeus." In that ex- 
cellent publication the ingenious author has 
detailed a lift of his nunierous works, me- 
thodically clafled according to the sera of their 
Appearance; to which is fubjoined a critical 
account of their general contents. He has 
alfo traced the progrefs, and laid open ^K 
leading principles of the Linnaean fyftem, \mh 
a mafterly precifion and accuracy, which could 
only be derived from the moft perfeft know* 
Jed^e. of the fubjeft. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Remarks on the writings g/*Wallcrius, Cton-? 
ftedt, and Bcrgmin.^^jlnafy^s of the Scian 
graphia Minera/is. 

THE contents of this chapter beiqg at 
my requeft conununicated to mc by 
Dr. Pulteney, I claim no other merit than 
that of giving it to the public. 

** The public revenue and wealth of Sweden 
** being intimately -connected widi the mine?, 
particularly thofe of iron, toineralogy ha^ 
been eminently encouraged and cultivated 
in that kingdom. To this caufe wq may, 
in a great meafure, attribute the acknow- 
** ledged fkill of the Swedifh chymiftsjp as fu- 
•* perior to thofe of many other nations : for 
•* how much foever we owe to the labours 
'* of Pott and Margraaf, and feveral other 
•* Germans ; it is to the Swedes that we are 
*• indebted for the firft rational fyftem of mi- 
** neralogy. Among thofe who principally 
** taught the method of arranging thefe un* 
*' organized bodies. We muft not omit the 
5 " great 
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** g^eat Linnaeus : he laid the bafis of what 
^^ gizy be calle4 the clai^cal foundation of 
*< his fyfteni, in th^ chymical analyfis ; hav- 
** ing early diftributed the earths iato CaU 
^« careous, Vitrefcent, and Apyrous, and efta- 
*^ bjiflied t^s orders and genera,' on figure, 
** colour, hardnefs, and other fenfible qua- 
*^ lities. This fyftem was, in a great mea- 
*' fure, adopted by Wallerius. But it is to 
^* Croftftedt' tha|t we owe the full and more 
•** precife difpofition of thefe fubj?(3:s, accord- 
** ing to their conftituent parts and prin* 
^^ cipk^ : and it mufl be allowed, that tho 
** difcQveries of the Swedifli mineralogifts and 
** chymiftg have, within a few years, greatly 
/* adv^s^ced this branch of knowledge. 

^^ W^dlerius publiihed at Stockholm, in 
** 1747, the firft j(ketch of his fyftem in 
^* th^ Swedi/h tongue ; and he has preferred 
** nejuiy the fame s^rrangement in the fiib- 
^* icqueQt editions of 1754 and 1778. In 
•* the following year he gave to the world 
** a diflertatipn * On the Nature and Origin of 
«« Nitre/ and in 1751, after he had been 
<* ^|i{>i]lli{)S(ted profcfTor of chymiftry, metal.- 
'^ hiXgy, and pharmacy, an academical differr- 
" latipa • 0(1 the jprincipj^s of Vegetation/ 

§4 " Sqo« 
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" Soon after his appointment to the pro- 
^* feflbrfhip, he printed in his native lan- 
" guage, * An Epiftle on the true Nature, 
** Utility, and Excellence of Chymiftry.* 
** In the next year, in addition to his trad: on 
« Vegetation, he publifhed another, relative 
** to * The Methods and Ufe of rendering 
" Seeds fertile, by vs^afhing or infufing them 
** for a certain Time in various Kinds of Li- 
** quors :' and in the refult he gives it as his 
" opinion, that fuch methods are generally 
^^ hazardous, 

" In the fame year Wallerius put forth, in 
*f the 7th volume of the jiula Academice Na-^^ 
^* turce Curioforum, a paper * On the beft 
** Method of making Tar from the Pine and 
•* Fir Trees ;• in vv^hich he takes occafion to 
'*' treat of the principles of tar- water, the me- 
** dicinal fame whereof had, by means of the 
*' Bifliop of Cloyne's aS/Wj-, . fpread over all 
*^ Europe, In the fame adts he has written 
** * On the ftellated or arborefcent appearance 
*' on the Regulus Antimontii and gives direc- 
•' tions to prepare the regulus fo as to fucceed 
** in rendering the ftar vifible ; obferving; that 
" it depends on the antimony being more or 
" lefs deprived of its fulphur. This year 

*^ produced 
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** produced from the profeffor a thefis^ con- 
*^ taining ^ Some Stridures on the erroneous 
" Method of preparing certain Chymical Re- 
**' medics :' a fignal proof of his application of 
** true chymical knowledge to the real advan- 
" tage of prad:ical medicine. In the afts of 
^^ the Royal Society of Stockholm for 1754, 
** the profefTor has defcribed the method of 
^^ making, from mercury alone, the arbor 
^^ dianay or what has been called the philolb- 
'* phical tree. In Vol. XXI. for 1760, with 
^^ equal ability, he inquires into * the nature 
*^ of that earth which exifts in all vegetables 
*^ and animals as a principle of their compo- 
^^ fition I and he here takes occafion to fpeak 
^* of the method of obtaining pure earth of 
-^* this kind, from water by trituration, as 
^* mentioned by Eller : a fadt which has been 
" much doubted, and difputed, by many fub- 
^^ fequent philofophers andchymifts. In thefe 
'* adts alfo, for the year 1765, we find the re- 
^^ fult of his examination of platina, by which 
•^^ it appears that he thought it a real metal, 
-^^ and not, as fome have judged, either a recre- 
*^ ment, or a mixed metal* 

f^ In 1 76 1 he publiflied an academical dif- 
^^ fertation, under the title of * Chymical Prin- 

** ciples 
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" cipks ^ AgrlcultiiK,* in quarto, aearlyof 
'^ 300 pages j in whkh th^ vnrious methods 
" of fertUixipg 4i^rcjit feite, by miuiures» 
•* «id otbw- proceflca, are difcuffefl. About 
** ^ feme time he wrote, iii the Swis^^ 
♦* t<H)giie, a thejgis, oft oceafion pf fonje oiif- 
'^ diief doae ftt Upfala by lightning, kit^ded 
*« to prove the perfeil fimikrity between the 
^ natter of lightning and eled:rical fire. la 
*^ 1768 WaUerius gave to the werlji a large 
•< volume in o<aayQ, in Latin, * On die Ele- 
** ments of Metallurgy,* in whieh he has co-^ 
** pdoufly delivered tbe principles of the doci- 
^^ maitic art. ^ The ^m^ year fee alfi) put 
^ forth what lie calls * Lucubratioiis on aH 
** the Syftcms of Mineralogical Writers,' and 
^* on the * method of conftrufting a ra(iond 
« elaifification of the Jfoffil Iqngdpm/ This 
f« is a work of much labour and erudition ; 
<* and is highly gratifying to a curious fearcher 
f* into nature. He begins with the earlieft 
^ writers on the fubjeft, and follows them 
«* throu]^ each century to the prefenttiilhe, 
f* He 1^8 exemplified the latter part f£ hia 
f * lucubrations in his own fyftem^ of which 
'« he put](lilhcd the ficft volume in a Latin 
f< edition in 1772, and the fecond ia 1778. 

u This 
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^^ Th^ work muft be conlidered as his ca-* 
^* pital perforqiance. The French edition of 
^* 1754 had been in great eftimatjon and 
** conAant uib : this is much enlarged ; and» 
** by being rendered into Latin, is beooma 
^' nkotc icientific, and better adaptqd to ge- 
*' neral ufc. The great treafure of erudition 
and experimental knowledge which it con- 
tains, makes it unqueitionably erne (£ the 
^^ mtoft valuable books on the fciencej and, 
^^ in defiance of all changes of fyftems or 
** circumftanc^s in minei^ogy and chymiftry, 
^^ it muA long remain a ftriklng inflance of 
** the labour, learning, and fcience of its 
^^ author. Sefide the excellent arrangement 
^* given to the whole fubjedt, and the well-* 
ff defined charaders of each ckfs, order, and 
f^ genus, k is enriched at the end of etdi 
^^ genus with copiaas /cJba/ia, containing the 
^' opimons of preceding authors on the fe*- 
?* veral fubftancesj and he concludes with 
f^ his owp idea of the true nature or com- 
** pofition of each. One of the lateft of his 
f* works is his Meditathnes dt Origine Mundif 
?• fffinted at Stockholm, in octavo, 1779^ 
'* .pp. 142. It is to be «pc^bcd, that many 
oiF the pjdbciple^ contained in this work 
^ *^ relating 
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" rekting to fire, light, fixed air, &c. and 
*• much of his reafoning, particularly on the 
** inikmmable, faline, and aqueous principles 
** in bodies, will not be received by all the 
** philofophers of this country ; nor his theory 
** of the formation of "this globe, be thought 
" fatisfaftory. Yet, the learning he has dif- 
•* played, and his well-intended folicitude ta 
^* reconcile his iyftem, and the changes of the 
*' elements, to the Mofaic account of the crea- 
** tion, will enfure his work a candid reception 
^* among all who are inclined to fpeculate on 
*^ thcfe intricate fubjeds, and are friendly to 
"religion. ' ' 

" This learned man, after h&ving filled the 
chair for thirty years with high reputation, 
refigned in 1767 the profeflbrihip ; and was 
honoured by his fovereign with the order of 
** Vafa. ' Wallerius is now above eighty, and 
" ftill continues to enjoy, at his houfe near 
** Upfala, a literary retirement. 

" Axel Frederic Cronftedt, the excellent 
^' Cronftedt, as he is juftly called, defcended 
*^ from a noble German family naturalized 
** in Sweden, was a native of Sudermanland, 
" and was born in 1722. He fludied mi- 
^' neralogy under Wallerius, Swab, and Tilas, 
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^ He commenced his walk in this field of 
** fcience by a difcovery which fbon rendered 
*' him confpicuous, that of a new femimetal, 
** called Nickel. He gaye the firft inti- 
'* mation of it in a paper publiihed in the 
** Stockholm Ads, for the year 1751 ; and 
'* he detailed fome experiments made upon it, 
^* in the fame work, for the year 1754. In 
" 1753 he publiflied Obfervations * on Gyp- 
" fum ;' and in the fixteenth volume, of the 
*' Adls for 1755, gave a curious account of 
filver precipitated from water in the Kongf- 
berg mines. In 1756 Cronftedt diftin- 
** guiflied himfelf by the difcovery of the 
** zeolite, which he firft named,. and feparated 
" as a diftindt ftone, confifting of a peculiar 
^* earth, as its hafis : his obfervations on it 
^* were printed in the Stockholm Afts for 
^' that year. Profeflbr Bergman has fince 
" found, by analyzing zeolite, that it confifts 
^* of a mixture of filiceous, argillaceous, and 
'* calcareous earth. 

'* In the fame Ads, Vol. XVIIL for 1757, 
" he publifhed an ingenious paper, with a 
^* view to deted: the colouring principle in 
** the cow- wheat (Mefampyrum arvenfej^ the 
^' ftalks of which, when faded, acquire a fine 

. ' « blue 



VJO TRAVELS INTO SWEDEN. B. /• 

^ blue colour. They yield this colour to 
^ water; and it is not deftroyed either by 
«* vinegar^ or fpirit of vitriol, or by alkalis, 
^ unle6 boiled together with thefe latter; 
'* Vi^ch led him to fufped: that a vegetable 
«* dye, or pigment, might be extra<3ed from 
*• this plant. In 1758, at which time he was 
^ diitdor of the mines cS Dalecarlk and 
" Weftmaiiland, Cronftcdt publiftied his • EA 
^ iky towards a Syfton of Mineralogy.' It 
^ was printed in the Swedilh language, and 
** without the name of the author. In 1760, 
** it was tranflated into German ; and in 1770, 
^* into £ngli(h ; and is now in the hands of 
•* all diligent inquirers into the knowledge of 
•• foffib. Wallerius himfelf has called it Opus 
*^ fine fart. The author, not being led away 
^ with what he calls Figuromania^ but neg- 
** leding the external appearances k£ mineral 
bodies, has fucceeded beyond all others, ia 
clafling them according to their conftituent 
'* principles. This method obliges him to 
** make no diftinftion between eardis and 
*^ Aones ; and to throw into an appendix all 
that are called figured extraneous feflils« 
which had held fo diftinguiihed a rank in 
former iyftems^ 

'* In 
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** In the Stockholm Adts for 1761, he has 
^ given foiiie inftradions relating to the choice 
•* of ftone for buQding; and hints at the 

ptaditability of ufing the flag of iron fmclt- 

ing hotifcs, by running it into • moulds for 
** bricks ; which hint is profecuted in a fub- 
/rfequent paper of the year 1763, advifing, 
** that the lifflc which is ufed ihould be re- 
** duccd into fine powder. In the fame vo- 
•* lume he Communicates fomc obfervjations 
•* * on the Phyfical Geography of the Pro- 
** viftce of Jcmtland in Sweden/ In the 
•• 25th volume for 1764, Cronfledt delivered 
** in a procefs on platina, when melted widi 
** nickel and fulphur; which he found re- 
'* coverable in the forniN of a black powder, 
•* by diffolving the mixed fubftance in aqua 
" fortis. 

*' It is to be lamented that this able man 
^' did hot live longer, to improve ftill fiirther 
" that fcience he fo much enlightened. He 
** 'died in 1765, in the 43d year of his 
"'age." 

A pbfthvanous work of this accurate mi- 

* This is now pV&aifed at the fotgcs at Briftol ; and 
"tkete aire long ranges of waBl near Bath covered with thi's 
material. 

ncralogift 
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neralogift has lately made its appearance. 
For fome time before his death he was em- 
ployed in arranging and preparing for the 
prefs an account of the mines of Wcftman-r 
land and Dalecarlia, of which he was fuper- 
jntendent. A copy of this performance, ori- 
ginally written by the author in the Swediih 
tongue, which he completed but did not live 
to publifh, was fortunately procured by Mr. 
Georgi, adjundt to the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences at St. Peterfburgh; who has given 
to the worlds German tranflation of it under 
the following title *, " Cronftedt's Mineralo- 
^* gical Account of the Mines of Weftman- 
** land and Dalecarlia, from his own obfer- 
** vations and refearches ;'* a work replete 
with much curious information, and remark- 
able for that accuracy and precifion, which 
ib highly diftinguifli all his other writings.^ 

"I regret that it is not in my power to 
" furnifti the reader with more particular 
" anecdotes of profeiTor Bergman. He very 
** early diftinguiftied himfelf by a ftrong at- 
" tachment to fcience; and was, at a youngs 

* ".Mineral Gefchichte ueber Weftmanlandifche und 
^ Dalecarlifche Erdgcburge auf Beobachtungcn und Unr 
« terfucchungen gegrucndet," &c. 

" period. 
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•^ period of his life, made profeffor of mathe- 
**. matics and natural philofophy in the uni- 
** vcrfity of Upfala. Wc find him, fo early 
** as the year 1756, in the 17th volume cf 
'* the^ Stockholm Ads, correding a miftake 
^ of the celebi:ated Linnaeus ; who, for want 
** of more perfed information, had dfefcribed, 
" under the name of coccus Aquaticus^ the 
" egg ^f ^ fpecies of the leech genus ; and, 
»* in the fubfequent year> he gave an accurate 
•* defcription of that genus, which was after- 
'^ wards generally adopted by Linnaeus him- 
•V felf. 

*^ In 1759 he publifhed a paper contain- 
" ing * A Review of the feveral Explana-^ 
** tions which Natural Philofophers have given 
*• of the Rainbow/ and^ in 1760, fome 
" thoughts * on the Origin of thofe kinds of 
*' Meteors which are not accompanied by any 
" fenfible found Or explofion; and a paper on 
** the opinions held by philofophers,. relating 
** to the twilight j to which he has prefixed 
" the account of Mairan's anikrjpufcuhmi of 
** that of the horizon oppofite to thofiin. In 
*• 1 76 1 and 1762 profeffor Bergman wrote, in 
«* the Swedifh Adts, on the iubje<ft of elec- 

Vol. IV. T •* tricity, 
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** tricity, in confequencc of a correfpoftdcnce 
" with IVIr. Wilfon ; and particularly on the 
« eledrical quality of Iceland chryftal, and 
" double refradting fpar^- In the year 1763 
«* he again difHinguilhed himfelf amcKig the 
*^ entomologifts, by a paper on the tentbredoy 
^ or faw-fly, the caterpillars of which had 
•' commonly been confounded with thofe of 
" the butterfly and moth, until he difcovered 
" that the feet in the latter ar^ never more 
*< than fixteen, but that in the tenthredo they 
** always exceed that number. The feme 
« year produced from the author, a refiilt of 
** fome eleArical experiments, made with filk 
*< of various colours, but which did not prove 
•* fatisfadtory. 

*' In 1767, on the refignation of Wallerius, 
** Mr- Bergman was chofen to fucceed him as 
*^ profeiTor of chymiftry and metallurgy^ How 
" ably he has filled this chair, fo honpurably 
*• occupied by his venerable predeceffor, is. 
** well known to alt who are interefted in thefe 
^ purfuksr In the year 1764 the profeffor 
*' wrote a paper to afcertain, from a number 
*' of qbfervations^ the height in the atmofphere 
** at whiclv the awwa boredis exifts. H» 

*^ computes. 
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« coniputcs^ Aat thcfc appearances arc fome- 
^ times fo low as at 20 Swcdifh miles * ; at 
•• others^ that they are raifed to 1 50 : the me- 
" dium he therefore fixes at 72. Thefe ob- 
^' fervatiqns were afterwards further profecut- 
** cd. In 1765 and 1766 he wrote again on 
^ cleftrical fabjefts, and chiefly on the pro- 
** pertj^ and laws of eledricity in the Tour- 
^ malk I which had been put into his hands^ 
^ by die Royal Academy of Sciences of Stock* 
^* holm> for ex^mihatibn. 

** In 1767 the profeflbr publiihed fome im* 
** portant hints relative to the depuration of 
alilm at the alum- works ^ obferving, that 
it was cuflomary to employ alkali^ in order 
** to free it from the vitriol. He advifes 
*' rather to ufe for that purpofe the admixture 
" of a portion of argillaceous earth, and pro- 
** pofes a tobacco-pipe clay; A paper having 
'* appeared in the Stocklwlm A6ts for 1769^ 
*' on the culture of pine-trees> Mr. Bergman 
'* alfo .publifhed in the fame, * An Account of 
** the Infeds which deftroy that Tree in 
** Sweden ;' and he attributes the devaftation 
'* to the abundance of the tenthredo cater- 

* A degree cotiCaining io^^ Swedifh miles s a Swedish 
'imile =: about 1 1 Engliih miles. 

' T 2 " pUUn 
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" pillar. Ift that kingdom, where fuch im- 
** menfe quantities of wood arc confumed in 
*' the fmeltirig furnaces, thefe matters arc de- 
**• ferving of high attention. In 1770, in or- 
" der to induce the Swedifli chymifts to pre- 
** pare corrufive fublimate, which was then 
" chiefly imported, our author publifhed a 
" paper, containing a recital of the various 
** methods hitherto ufed to unite mercury with 
" the marine acid ; and he profecutes the hif- 
** tory of this combination in two fubfequent 
*• volumes of the fame Afts. Some build- 
" ings at Stockholm having fuffered by light- 
** ning in the year j 769, our authpr, and his 
" fucceflbr in the profeflbrfhip of natural phi- 
" lofophy, Mr. Wilkie, both publifhed * on^ 
" the fubjed: of condu6tors to lightning.' 
• *• In 1 77 1, Vol. XXXII. of the Stockholm, 
** Ads, profeffor Bergman gives * fome In- 
•* ftfuftions concerning the beft Clay Com- 
*' pofitions for making Tiles.' In 1773 if- 
** fued his obfervations on fixed air; or, as 
*^ he chufes rather to call it, the aerial acid : 
** this paper, and feveral others, printed be- 
** fore and after this time, either feparately, 
** or in the Stockholm Adrs, have fince been 
'* coUedled, and publifhed by the author ia 

" Latin, 
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" Latin, in three volumes oSavo, 1779, 1780, 
^ 1783, under the title of Opufcula ph^ca et 
** chemica * ; pleraquefeorfim antea editajam ah 
•^ auSlore colleSla^ revifa efauSfai and have fur- 
" ther contributed to extend his fame, and 
** moft defervedly raife his charafter to a high 
^* rank throughout Europe.. The author pro- 
^ pofes to carry on this mifcellaneous publi- 
^ cation on the fame plan. 

" Dr. TroiVs Account of Iceland contains 
^ a very curious letter from the profeflbr, 
" written in 1776; in which he introduces 
" many judicious obfervations on the effedls 
<* of fubterraneous fires, on the origin and for- 
^^ mation of balaltes, and the lavas and foflil 
** produdts of Iceland -f*. 

. ** Profeflbr Bergman has not confined his 
^* refearches and inquiries to the mere analyfis 
<* qf bodies in the laboratory, but has ex- 

« The following plan of thi« work is thus laid down by 
the author himfetf : " Primo volumini prafertim Halur- 
*< giqa inferui, in fecundo mineralogica et metallurgica 
" prodibunt, in tertio attnuSlionum doftrina, una cum 
^ aiialyii quorundam corporum organicDranij in quarto 
*• varia ad phyficam et hiftorijvn naturalem pertinentia, ct 
^ in fequentibus itcrum chemica^ fi Deus vitam virefquc 
** largitur.." Opuf. Phy£ Praef. p. xvi. 

t Sce'Troil's Letters «n Iceland, p. 3j8. 400. 

T 3 ^' tended 
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*' tended his views to what h calkd pfayikal 
^ geography; and has ventured to give the 
^ world his lucubrations on the ftnifture and 
^ fonnation of the earth,, in a profeflf d trca- 
<< tife on the fobjca*. His efl&y on the 
** ufefulnefs of Chymiftrjr, lately tranflated 
" into the Englifti language^ evinces, not only 
*^ his extenfive acc][uaintance with this fcience 
'^ in a theoretical and pra(%cal way» but alio 
** his comprehenfive view of the good efiefts 
" its improvement muft have on the interefts 
** of mankind/' 

It may be proper to obferve, that Mr, 
Bergman has compofed two academical dif- 
fcrtations ^f-, replete with piuch accurate in- 
formation on the origin and progrcfs of chy- 
miftry. In the firft he treats of the rife of 
that art, and its gradual improvement^ in a 
chronological feries, to the middle of the 7th 
century ; in the fecond he carries his inquiries 
fix)m that period to the middle of the 17th 
century ; and it is to be hoped that he win ia 

♦ « Phyfick Beflcrifnwr^ oefoer Jordklotct,*' <c Phjr- 
ileal Defcriptton of the Earth. 

t De Primordiis Cbemix in 17^7. ChcmiaB Fnogreflus 
?t Medio S«c. VII. ad Medium Saec. XVU.-^tf^t. 

the 



the iame nunoer profecute this iubjed to the 
preient time.^ 

tin the fourth volume of the Upiala Ad^ 
the profeffor has lately put forth Meditatmes 
de Syjlemate FoJJilium Naturally or, Confidera- 
tions on the Natural Syftem of Foflils. This 
learned work is divided into two parts j the 
firft, on their arrangement, treats of natural 
. bodies in general, of the criteria of foflils in 
general, of their claHes, genera, fpecies, varie- 
ties; the fecond lays down rules for giving 
oames to foflils ; a great defideratum in this 
branch of natural knowledge 5 and which will 
teed to prevent that confufion and uncertainty 
derived from the want of precife, general, and 
fpecific appellations *. 

** The reader will not wonder that fuch 
^^ esctraordinary merit (hould have been dufy 
^ noticed by the king of Sweden. ^ That 
•* monarch has honoured profeflTor Bergman 
** with the order <rf* Vafa-f-; and all men. of 
^< ^cieace will join ia wiihing that he may 

^ long 

* His works VBt now colleded in three volimies ofbvp, 
exclttfiyq of bis Phyfical Geography in two volumes. 

f Having omitted to give w aiQCount of the Swedifii 
orders, I ihall take this fipportunity of meitfkwing tbeoi. 
Tbett ace fiaur odrdeis ; dM^. diree firft wcfc inftituted in 
174S» l))r Fr^bic L; aod^tlaft b; the pce(i»tf king. . 

T 4 !• The 
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^* long fill the chair he now occupie* fo much 
** to the advancement of fcience */' 

I. The order of the Seraphim, or the blue ribband ; 
which IS appropriated to perfons of the firft rank,^ It ad- 
tn\t> cnly of 24 members, exdufive of the royal family and 
foreign prince? IL The order of the Sword, or the yd- 
Jow ribband^ for the ofScers of the navy apd army. There 
are three claffes of this order : i . Commanders of the Great 
Croisy who wear the ribbands over the flioulders, and a ftar 
■ on their coat 2. Commariders, who wear the ribband in 
the fame manner, but without the ftar. Each of thir fe cla&s 
contains 24 members. 3. Knights, who wear the fmall 
crofs pendent from the button- hole. . The number of thefe 
is indefinite,, but generally amounts to above 1000. IIL 
Polar Star, or the black ribband. Of this order there are 
two clalTes : i. Commi^ders, who wear the great crofs pen- 
dent round the neck, , There are 24 of this clafs, but the 
king propofes to add four for the bifhops» 2* KnigbtSy who 
wear the fmall crofs pendent from the button-hole, arej ex- 
dufive of foreigners, 48 ; to whom the king propofes to 
iiddfixfor the clergy. This order, before the inftitution 
of the following order pf Vafa, was conferred upon men ©f 
letters. IV, The order of Vafa, or the green ribband, efta- 
bliflied at the coronation of the prefent king, i$ divided into 
three clafles : i. Commanders of the Great Crofs, who wear 
the ribband over theihoulder, and the ftar on the coat. 2-, 
Commanders, who wear the ribband over the fhoulder with- 
out the ftar. 3, Knights, who wear the ribband over the 
neck. Thfs order is conferred upon perfons who have dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves in agriculture, commerce, the arts^ 
and particular fciences ; fuch as natural hiftory, chymiftry, 
inedicinc,»&G. .. . ^ 

* Bergman was appointed BseiStor of the univeriity of Up- 
&)a, and di^dat; Medyi iak 784^1^ the soth yeaxi of hii %e. 

The 
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The laft work which I (hall mention of diis 
great chymift, is the Sciagrapha Mineralis, or 
Sketch of the Mineral Kingdom ; which may 
be confidered as heads of a courfe of le&ures 
drawn up for the ufe of Mr* Fcrber, who oIh 
tained the author's permiffion to prefent it to 
the world. This Ihort, but able trad;, was firft 
publiihed in 17821 at Leipfic and De£au^ and 
was immediately reprinted in England and 
Italy. 

J ihalj infert in the Appendix, N* 3, an 
analysis of it by the fame ingenious author to 
whom I am indebted for the fomier part of 
this chapter. 



CHAR 
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C H A P. IX. 

General Jejcriftion of the count ry.-^Wc&evo^. — 
• Tomi of* Eric XIV.— HiV imprifonment and 
' death.' — Account ^ his f^tnnhf. -^Singular ad^ 
ventures of his eldejifon Guilavus*— *Kung- 
Iben-fT Arboga. — Orcbro^ — Marieiladt. — 
Lidkioping. — Trolhaetta, — River Gotba.— 
Attempts to join the Gulf of Bothnia and the 
German Ocean by an inland navigation acrofs 
^vftden.^-^Fruitlefs endeavours to render the 
cataraBs of Trolhaetta navigable ^^-^Dejer^^ 
tion of the works ^ 

TH E provinces of Upland, Weftmaa- 
land, and Nerike, which I traverfed in 
my way to Gotheborg, are cfteemed the richeft 
2nd fineft paints of Sweden i and indeed I can 
hardly figure to myfelf a more variegated w 
pfeafing fcenery than is exhibited by the ge- 
neral face of the country. Hills and dales^ 
rocks and vaDies, fmall plains, numerous 
Jakes, forefts, meadows and arable land, fi'e- 
qucnt towns and^ villages, and fcattered farm- 
houfeft, are blended together with a conftant 
" / ^ and 
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and delightful variety. Thus Sweden* which 
fome travellers, forming their judgment mere-* 
ly from the few diftridls that fell under their 
immediate obfervation, have defcribed as a 
mafs of barren and ungenial foil, is evidently 
not deficient in the moft piiSurefque beauties 
of rural nature. But I hailen from general to 
particular defcription. 

March 6. From Upfala I pafied a trad: of 
country, more open and fertile than I had 
hitherto obferved in Sweden, to Endkioping* 
a finall town, fituated upon a river clofe tb 
an inlet of the lake Mseler, and coniifting 
chiefly of wooden houfes painted for the moll 
part red. It ftands upon a ridge of ground 
compofed of fand and gravel, which once 
foni^ the ihore of the lake. Beyond it is a 
iinall pl|dn> formerly covered with water^ in 
which I obferved many fcattered fragments of 
granite. The two next pofts brought me, at 
the end of 24 miles, to Wefteros, iituated 
Ukewife upcm a imall river clofe to the 
Mailer. 

Wcfteros, orWeftern Arofia, fo called tt> 
diftinguiih it from Oftra Aros, or Eaftern 
Arofia, the antient name of Upfala, is efteem- 
€d, by the native writers, a place of very high 

antiquity. 
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antiquity; They derive its appellation by a 
&ncift2l etymology from the river Ar, and Os, 
a mouth ; and fuppofe it to be alluded to by 
Tacitus *, and by Jornandes the Gothic hif- 
torian. But vv^ithout dwelling upon fuch ety- 
mological inquiries, which are apt to reft upon 
ikndcr foundations, we may obferve, that the 
name occurs in the earlieft tiofies of Swediih. 
hiftory. Wefteros carries on a confiderable 
commerce with Stockholm acrofs the lake 
Malerj particularly in copper and iron from 
the neighbouring mines, which abound in 
the province of Weftmanland. It is a large 
ftraggling town, compofed of wooden houfcs, 
and. contains the ruins of an -ancient palace, 
formerly inhabited by the kings- of Swedfen. 
It is a bifliop's fee $ and the cathedral, which 
is built with brick, is celebrated for the tower, 
eftecmed the higheft in the kingdom: the 
lower part of this tower is fquare, and fup- 
ports^ an octagon fpire tapering gradually like a 
pyramid, and covered with copper. 

Within the cathedral is the tomb of 
Eric XIV. whom I have befwe had occafion 
to mention, and whofe finalt Oataftrophe ■■ I 

. * Dahlin, Vok I. *?< J93, • ^ 

r ' ' fhaU 
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fhall now relate. We may pity the unfortu* 
nate monarch who was fubjed to fuch dread* 
fill fits of infanity as may account, in fome 
dfegree, for his adions ; yet we cannot, at the 
iame time, but confefs, that he was unworthy 
to reign. 'The prelude to his depofition was 
the releafe of his brother John * from the 
caftle of Gripfliolm, where he had been con- 
fined by Eric during the fpacc of four year^. 
His dethronement, which he had merited by 
the moft flagrant enormities, was haftened 
by his imprudence in publicly efpoufing Ca- 
tharine, a woman of the loweft extraftion, 
who had formerly been his miftrefs ; and by 
what he confidered as the moft fortunate cir- 
cumftance of his life, the birth of a fon, 
whom he had compelled his brothers to ac- . 
knowledge as the heir-apparent to the throne. 
This event excluding his brothers, John and 
Charles, from all hopes of the fucccffion, dif- 
pofed them to avail thcmfelves of the general 
difcontents j which the capricious conduct of 

* John had been juftly imprifoned for marrying the 
daughter of Sigifmond king of Poland in oppofition to 
Eric; and for maintaining a fecret correfpondence with 
Sigifmond had been condemned to death by the ftates, but 
was pardoned by the king. 

Eric, 
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to the rules gf logic ; an extraordinary mode 
of confblation to a depofcd fovereign. 
- In the beginning of 1569 Eric was fum- 
moned before the ftates affembled afe Stock-* 
holm J and, like Charles I. of England, brought 
to a trial before his fubjefts. His two bro- 
^lefs being prefent, the articles of accufation 
vretc nead ; when Eric, whofe capacity, natu^ 
rally good, was quickened by his misfortunes* 
anfwered the feveral charges with a warmth 
of eloquence and fubtlety of argument, which 
aftonifhed his accufers. In the heat of dif- 
pate, John reproached him with his infanity : 
^' I never was infane but once;" the depofcd 
monarch inftantly replied, " and that was 
*• wheA I releafed you from prifon." At 
the conclufion of this trial he was declared 
to have forfeited the crown by his mifcon- 
du£t and tyranny ; and, being reconducted to 
prifon, i^iderwent an additional load of cala- 
mities. He not only wanted occafionally 

«« teflon favoured th« enemies of the kingdom 5 therefore 
• he is an enemy of this kingdom. John is my ful)je£i:, aa 
*^ well according to all the laws, as from bis oath of alle-> 
*' glance; therefore he cannot judge me who am his king, 
« becaufe I enjoy the Swedilh law." Hift. dc Eric XIV. 

p. 210. 

common 



t^. ^ WESTERO S.— *E R I C XIV. 289 . 

common neceffaries ; but, what afflidted him 
moft ftrongly, he was deprived even of his 
books, which had hitherto afforded him fomc 
amufement, and of the fociety of his wife and 
childrdn. In vain he wrote repeated letters 
to his brother^ requefting fome alleviation of 
his diftrefs ; but not the flighteft notice wa« 
paid to thefe applications. However. tyran^- 
nical we may efteem his condud: while he fat 
upon the throne, yet fuch unnatural cruelties, 
fo wantonly inflifted without the leaft ne- 
ceflity, reflect the utmoft difgrace upon the 
memory of his brother ; and we almoft lofc 
tmr abhorrence of Eric's former actions in our 
fenfe of his calamitous fituation* The people, 
at length Sympathizing with the diftrefs of 
their depofed fovereign^ began to condemn the 
extreme rigour of his treatment ; and a ftrong 
party even meditated a revolt. Upon its dif* 
covery and fuppreffion, he was transferred to 
-Abo in Finland, where he underwent a ftill 
feverer confinement. In 1570 he w^s im- 
prifoned at Caftleholm, in the ifle of Aland, 
in a dungeon, which I have defcribed in a 
former chapter; and in the autumn of the 
fame year was removed to the caftle of Gripf-, 
holm. Here his forrows wea-e for a while 
Vql, IV. ^ U alleviated 
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alleviated by the prefencc of hh beloved Ca- 
tharine : but he wa& again deprived of jhis^ 
comfort in 1573* upon being transferred to- 
Weileros. In a letter to her,, he complains^ 
bitterly of his reparation, and aiTures her of 
his unalterable attachment* He laments the 
mi&ries of his ovirn imprifonment j; acquaints 
her that he had been confined in a dark dun- 
geon for feven months, and was but juft re- 
moved to a more comfortable apartment* 
*^ God fctfbid/' he adds, ^ whenever you are^ 
^* that you and your children fhould experience 
** any limilar feverity : forget not you^ beloved 
" Eric ; and break not the marriage vow, to 
** which I have always adhered with fuch in- 
** violable conftancyJ' From Wefteros he 
was fcnt the following year to Orebyhus, near 
Wendel, m the province of Upland, where he 
terminated his miferable exiftence^ Thefe 
frequent changes in the places of his imprifon- 
menti were occafioned by the apprehenfionfr of 
John^ who perceived that the nation began to- 
compaffionate his brother's wretched fituation, 
and that many attempts bad been adtually 
made to reft ore him to liberty. In confe- 
quence of thefe alarms, John, in 1569, fe- 
eretly laid before the fenate the neceflity of 
* haftening 
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haftening Eric's death ; but though he found 
no difficulty in obtaining their confent to that 
infamous prbpbfal, yet he deferred the execu- 
tion. At length, as Eric had once nearly 
efcaped frorii prifon, and as the number of 
his partizans encreafed ; he refolved to inflift 
the fentence of death which had been agreed 
to by the fenate. Accordingly, in the begin- 
ning of the year i ^jy, he difpatched his fe- 
cretary to Oreby with a dofe of poifon, and 
wifh diredtions in what manner to proceed. If 
Eric ihould obftinately refiife to fwallow the 
draught, the keeper was ordered to open his 
veins, or to ftrangle him under a mattrefs. 
There was, however, no occafion for proceed- 
ing to force : the wretched fufferer received the 
news of his approaching fate without the leaft 
emotion ; and prepared for it with the utmoft 
relignation. On the 2 2d of February he par- 
took of the facrament with the moft fervent 
devotion^ and on the 26th at noon, having 
fwallowed the poifon in a plate of foup, ex- 
pired, in the ninth year of his Imprifonment, 
and ^ri the 45th of his age *. His body w;as 

* The circumftanccs of Eric's depofition and imprifour 
mcnt arc principally felefted from the Hiftoire d'Eric XIV. , 
by Celfius, Lib. XI. and XII. ; and Dahlin's Gefchicht^ 
Von Sweden,^ VoL III. p. 538 to p. 551 i and Vol. IV. 
p. 66 to 68. 

V 2 tranfport- 
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tranfported to Weftcros, and interred in the 
cathedral, where the biftiop of that fee preach- 
ed a funeral fermon from this remarkable text, 
" The kingdom is turned about and become 
" my brother's ; for it was his from the Lord." 
His tomb is a raifed monument of plain ftone. 
Upon the walls of the chapel in which it ftands 
are his arms : the three crowns as. king of 
Sweden; the lion as duke of Finland ; and the 
wheat- fheaf, the device of the Vafa family. 
The whole- infcription is E. R. or Eric Rex, 
in large charadlers, with a crown painted over 
each letter ; and underneath the Latin text of 
the funeral fermon preached at his interment, 
TranJIatum eji rcgnum, &c. 

Eric, during the firft part of his confine- ^ 
ment, kept a journal of the occurrences which 
happened to him in prifon; from which it 
appears, that his wife was the conftant fub- 
jeft of his thoughts. During her abfence, 
writing to her was his almoft daily occupation ; 
and his letters breathe the moft aiFedionate 
and warmeft attachment. He foothed many 
hours of his imprifonment by mufic, in which 
he excelled both as a performer and compofen 
His books, when he was indulged in the ufe 
of them, afforded a pleafing refource : and he 
filled the margins with numerous remarks- 
" ■ ■ ...He 
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He tranflated into his native tongue, * the 
hiftory of the Swediih kingsi from the original 
of John Magnus ; to which he added fome 
Latin verfes upon the charafter of each fove- 
reign. He compofed two penitential pfalms, 
which are inferted in the Swedifli Pfalter. His 
memorial upon the caufes of the war between 
himfelf and Frederic king of Denmark, his 
,afbx)nomical, or rather aftrological obferva- 
tions, his treatife upon the art of war, all 
written in the Latin language, prove his ca- 
pacity and erudition. 

Catharine, his wife, furvived him. She 
was the daughter of a peafant ; ^nd, while an 
infant, being obferved by Eric, he was fo 
ftfuck with her beauty, that he paid great 
attention to her education, and ^placed her in 
the court of his filler Elizabeth. When (he 
arrived at years of maturity fhe became his 
miftrefs; and acquired, in a fliort fpace of 
time, an extraordinary afcendency over his 
capricious difpofition : an afcendency derived 
from the graces of her perfon and the endow- 
ments of her mind ; but, according to the 
prevailing notions of the age, imputed to phil- 
ters and love potions. His attachment in- 
creafing, inftead of diminifhing, by poffeilion, 

U 3 Eric 
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Eric (fruftrate4 in his hopes of marrying fc-^ 
vcral foreign princefles) at length efppufed her, 
after fhe had borne to him a natural fon, . 
During his confinement, Catharine grataefiiUy 
returned his aflfedtion with equal efteem and 
tendernefs; and afforded to her unfortunate 
lord much confoktion in^ his nyfery. She 
furvived her huflband many years; and fueh 
was her prudent deportment, that fhe canci-^ 
Hated the favour of John and Sigifmond,. from 
whom fhe obtained a confiderable revenue ; an4 
was permitted to pafs the remainder of her 
life in Finland in perfect tranquillity : fhe died 
at Liuxdal, in 1 6 1 ?, and was buried in the ca- 
thedral of Abo *. 

Eric left two natijral daughters by Agda, 
daughter of a rich merchant of Stockholm, 
Virginia and Conflantia, both married in Swe- 
den ; and by Catharine four children, of whom 
only Guflavus and Sigrida furvived their fa-, 
ther : Sigrida efpoufed count Tott, and her 
defccndants flill furvived in that illuffaioua 
br?inch. 

Guftavus, bom in 1568, and declared. 
fuccefTor to the Swedifh crown, was, upon 

his 
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fcis father's depofition^ imprisoned at Stock- 
Siobh; and when Eric was removed to 
Abo, was enclofed in a iack and ddivered 
to an o^er bejongiag to the court, who had 
orders to put him to death, and to bury htm 
at the extifemity of the town. As the officer 
was proceeding, before day-break, to carry his 
)>arbarous command into execution, he was 
ob&rved by a Swediih nobleman, who opened 
the ikck, and difcovering the in&nt, refcued 
lum from immediate deflxuiflion. Gufh- 
vus, thus preferved, was conveyed £com Swe- 
^n by the friends of Eric. He received a 
wandering education *, in the Jefuits convent 
•of Braunflierg, at Thorn in Polifli Pruflia^ 
and at Vilna, the capital erf" Lithuania. In 
thefe different feminarics he made a confider-* 
able progrefs in literature ; and, in particular, 
diftinguiflied himfelf fo, much by his profit 
ciency in chymiftry, that he was called the 
fecond Paracelfus -f*. He was no lefs remark- 
able for his knowledge of languages ; fpeaking 
with fluency, befide his native tongue, French^ 
Italian, German, Polifh, Ruffian, and Latin: 

♦ Mefn Scond. lUuf. Lib. VIL p. 10. Dahlin, jy. 
p. 158. 

f Dahlin, IV. p, 157. 

U4 He 
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He was indeed fo zealous in the profecutioa 
of his ftudies, that, on account of his. indi* 
gent circumftances, after attending the fchools. 
by day, he ufed in the evening to ply at the 
inns in the loweft .capacity, in order to pro- 
cure a fcanty fubfiftence; His literary ac-- 
quifitions, however, did not advance his for- 
tune ; for he paiTed a wandering life in the 
greateft mifery; was reduced to fuch ftraits> 
that he frequently had recourfe to . charity ; 
and, at other times, earned his livelihood by 
the meaneft occupations *. 

His diftrefs was fo great, that he even ven- 
tured to implore the affiftance of his coulm 
Sigifmond, king of Poland and Sweden, who 
perfuaded him to enter into the church, and 
confeiTed on him an abbey, from the revenues: 
whereof he fubfifted for fome time at Thorn* 
Induced, however, to quit Poland, from a fuA 

* Meffenius fays, Tom. VII. p. 10. "Et quamvis ob 
" nimiam pufiUanimitatem, nee fceptro, nee pedo eflet • 
*' ille idoneus tamen mediocres in litteris fecit progreflus, 
<' libris annis aliquot indefeflus in tanta rerum omnium 
" penuria adbaerens, ut interdiu fehol^ frequentar^t, noStM 
" autem in publieis Turoniae Vilnaeque diverforiis, fuam 
'' hofpitibus operam in mundandis ocreis, phjderis, et eu- 
^< randis equis, locando tenuem vi6luni anai<^umque fibj 
^« QompararcU** 

picioi\ 
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picioh of Sigifmond, he accepted the preiling 
invitations of the tzar Boris Godunof, who 
offered' his daughter Irene in marriage, and 
his aiiiftance to afcend the throne of Sweden. 
Guftavus, allured by thefe promifes, repaired 
in 1599 to Mofcow, where he was received 
with thofe honours, which, according to the 
Ruffian ceremonial, were only paid to fove- 
reign princes. But the tzar foon withdrew 
his friendfhip ; broke off the intended alliance ; 
and,' in 1601, removed Guftavus to Uglitz. 
It is uncertain whether this change in the 
tzar*s fentiments was occafioned by the rc- 
fufal of the Swedi/h prince to embrace tho 
Greek religion; by his unwillingnefs to en- 
ter into hoflilities againft Sweden, and to 
difmeniber Efthonia and Finland in favour of 
Ruffia i whether becaufe he appeared a prince 
of no fpirit, and too pufiUanimous * to pro- 
fecute any enterprize with vigour ; or becaufe 

♦ Meflenius, when praidng his piety and charitable 
.difp'ofition, adds, '' Tantaque fuerit plenus commiferatione, 
^^ ut ne paiTeris quidem, multo minus hominis, intueri 
<' potuerit interneqionem. Hincque plus asquo fuerit pu- 
^^ fillanimis, quae fubmiffio mentis, non raro illius pofuit 
^ fortunac . obftaculum." Scond. lUuft. . Tom. VIIL 
p. 100. 

the 
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Ae contiaA of marriage between John prince 
of D^nmarl^ and ^ princeis IreBc, made his 
temoyal ffom Mofc^jW necefl&^ry. He reiided 
at Uglitz * until the acceflSpn of Demetri^s^ 
who unprii^ed him at Yaroikf lor &vour-« 
mg Charles IX* king oC Sweden* He was 
again rekaied by ^Vaffili Shuiiki, upon the 
aiiaflination of Demetrius, vtk May i6q6, and 
permitted to refide at Kafkin, where he ex^ 

* The SwedKh hiftorians afiert, that Guft^vus vw 
{o attached to his native country, that no motives coidd 
induce him to enter into hoftilities againft it, and that 
liiis was the fole caufe of his removal. The Ruffians, 
en die ctantrpryy affirm, diat, Bori^, finding htm a prince 
widiout fpirit and vigoifr, readily accepted the offer' of 
the prince of Denmark to marry Irene ; and therefore fent 
Guffevus to Uglitz. The Ruffian and Swediih hiftorians 
differ alfo about his fituation. The former fey, that 
Uglitz was granted to htm as a fief, and that he refided 
there in great Jtate : die latter, that be was treated as a 
prifoner. Perhaps both are in the right. He might refide 
in ftate, and yet be watched as a kind of ftate prifoner. 
As a Confirmation of this account of the cafe, Margaret, 
who was at Mofcow at the time,iays, "that he was fent 
^' in difgrace to UgUtz; but had a revenue affigned to him 
<< of ;^. 800 per annum." Etat de la Ruff. p. 96. For 
the hiftory of this Guftavus, fee Dahlin, Vol. IV. paffimv 
Meff. Sconi m. paffim. Cplfius Hift. d'Eric XIV. 
p. 245 »nd 274. Mujler S. R. G, V. p. 95 to loi, 

^d 295. 

ft 
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pked in the following year ; hut whedier by 
poifon, or by a natural death, is not afcer-- 
tained. 

March 7. Between Wefteros and Ar^ 
boga I changed horfes at the ihuU village 
of Kungfaer; where, being tempted by the 
beauty pf the fituation, I roved about th$ 
environs, and upon the banks of the Maeler* 
This lake is extre^iely beauti£dl ; it containtf^ 
feveral iflands rich in wood pafture ; its ihore* 
ajre hilly, feathered with trees, and diverfified 
with gentlemen's feats and farm-houfes* Th« 
lake, at leaft that part which I faw, wa$ 
ilill covered with ice, but no longer capable 
of bearing carriages. It is ufually frozen 
during a few weeks in winter; and opens 
all eafy comniunication, by means of fledges^ 
hcW£cn theie parts and Stockholm* 

Kungfaer flands upon the mouth of the 
finall river Ulvifon, which flows into the^ 
weftern extremity of the Maeler: this ilream, 
which comes from Arboga, helps ''to form 
the communication between the lakes Maeler 
and Hielmar, by its jundion with the canal 
of Arboga. Near Kungf^r there is ^n old 
wooden building, or kind of palace, formerly 
inhabited by the kings of Sweden, with a 

menage 
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•menage and ftables for the royal ftud. Froitn 
Kungfaer ftretches^ about nine miles, aimed: 
as far as Arboga, a long narrow plain of 
xich pafture,. which belongs to the king: 
it is watered by the Ulvifon> and ikirted 
with gently rifing hills tufted with wood ; 
produces great quantities of fine hay; and 
feeds a large number of cattle. I pafled^ 
in fight of this fmall plain, which is fcarcely 
more 'than half a mile in breadth, through 
an undulating country; and arrived at the 
canal of Arboga,. which I crofled over a draw- 
bridge. The following • infcription infonned 
me that the fluice was begun by Charles XI. 
and finiihed under the reign of his fori 
Charles XIL 

. " Hoc aquarum repagulum juflu Augiiftif- 
** fimi quondam Suecorum Regis Caroli XI. 
<* nunc in coelis beati anno MDCXCI. in- 
^^ choatum, ultimam manum fceptra gerentc 
*' Suevica Auguftiflimo Carolo XIL feliciter 
'' recepit MDCIC." This canal will be 
more properly defcribed in this chapter on 
the inland navigation of Sweden. 

Finding little worthy of notice in Arboga> 
I haftened to Orebro, the capital of Norikc/ 
where I paffed the night: it ftands near the 

wcftera 
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weftern extremity of the lake Hielmar; and 
is the largeft town which I vifited fince I 
quitted Stockholm. Upon a finail ifland in 
the middle of the town, formed by two 
branches of the Swart, ftands the caftle, for- 
merly a royal fefidence : it is an old fquare 
building of brick and ftone white-wafhed, 
and is appropriated to the governor of the 
province. The inhabitants of Orebro fend 
iron, vitriol, and red paint to Stockholm; 
and the trade which they carry on with that 
capital acrofs the Hielmar and Maeler, by 
means of the canal of Arboga, is very confi- 
derable. The town poffeffes manufadures of 
fire-armSj cloth, and tapeftry. Upon quitting 
Orebro, I traverfed that part of the province 
of Ncrike, which lies between the. lakes 
Hielmar and Wenner; a fertile diflxicft, 
abounding in corn, pafture, and foreft. To- 
warbs . the clofe of the day, I entered the 
province of Weft Gothland; and paffed the 
night in a peafant's cottage at Hofva, a fmall 
place, not far diftant from the lake .Skager. 

March 9. About noon I arrived, at Ma-. 
ri^ftadt, a town built by Chai*les IX. fituated 
upon the Tidla, a fmall rivulet, and the lake 
Wcancr. A new prifon of brick, ftuccoed' 

white> 
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white, makes a finer appearance than any of 
the other houfes, which ztt inoftly built with 
Vood, and painted of a red colour. From 
Maricftadt I^ continued my, routd, for fome 
time,^ at a fmall diftanfce from the Wenner, 
the largeft lake in Sweden, being nearly ninety 
miles in length, and forty in breadth. Its 
ifhores in this pa^rt are low afid level, fo that 
the view over the furface of the water appears 
boundlefs like a fea. I paffed through Lid- 
kioping,^ tho inhabitants whereof carry on a 
a)hfiderablc . inland trade acrpfs the Wenner^ 
and down the river Gotha to Gotheborg. 
i flopped the ftight at the fmall village of 
Malby; and arrived the next^ morning at 
TrolhaJtta, through an exceedingly dreary 
country, confiding chiefly of barren heaths^ 
with ridges of rock almoft: naked, which 
exhibited few mtarks of vegetation. This 
village, containing fcarcely a dozen houfes, 
is fituated clofe to the cataradts of the river 
Gotha; and is well known, on account of 
, its ftupendous Works, with a view to open a 
paflage for veflfels, by means of a navigable 
cut, called,- from this place, the , Canal of 
Trolh^tla. 

This 
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This canal forms part of a phn^ long pm«- 
jefted by the Swedes, to unite the Baltic and 
the Oerman Ocean by an inltUid narigation ; 
as well for the purpofe of itaproving the in- 
terior trade of the provinces, as of piwenting; 
the interruption of their foreign cbnitMrcr^ 
which is always the confequencc of a war 
with Denrtiark. For as all veiTels &iling 
out of the* Baltic moil necfcfTaryiy pafs throogd 
the Sound, they are expofed to the Dauiifh 
privateers, who flielter thelnfelvcs under the 
batteries of Elfinoor, which command the 
paifage of that ftrait, unkfs a Swodifli fleet* 
ihould ride miftrefs of the Galf. 

Guftavus Vafa was the firft fovereigti who 
faw the utility of fuch an inland navigation^ 
when he n^ade Lodefe (now Godieborg) a 
ftaple town of trade> that the merchant (hip» 
coming to Sweden might not be dbliged to 
fail through the Sound; and he conceived 
hopes, that, in fome future period, the mer- 
chandize might be tranfported from thence M 
Stockholm, by means of die Wenner, Hiel- 
mar, and Maeler, when the rivers and lake& 
uniting with them fhould be rendered na- 
vigable*. Eric XIV. defirous to carry his 

* Dahlin, vol. III. p. 115. 

father's 
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father's defigns into execution, gave orders for 
furveying the waters communicating with thefc 
lakes; and directed plans to be formed fot 
joining them by artificial canals *. . But the 
execution of his great fchemes was fruftrated 
by the turbulence and misfortunes of hi* 
reign* 

• Several fucceeding fbvefeignq had this great 
object in view. Charles IX % pronioted it 
by the* Carlfgraf canal;, and Charles XL by 
that of Arboga. The undertaking, however, 
of forming a water communication acrofs the 
whole country, was always confidered as a 
wotk of extreme dijfficulty. Motraye fays, 
that Guftavus Ad6lphus was inclined to en- 
courage the defign ; but that no perfon could 
be found in Sweden bold, enough to engage 
in the enterprise : he adds> that Charles XI* 
fent for fome Dutch engineers, whcx^ after 
they had meafured the fall of the waters be- 
tween the Wenner and the Hielmar, declared 
it to be impradticable. Difficulties, however 
infurmouiitabte as they might appear to perfond 
of more fober underftanding, were no barrier 
to the genius of Charles XIL The fame 

*.Hift.d'EricXIV. 

^' ' • author 
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fluthor mfbrras us, that the celebrated enginwr, 
Polhem/kid before that king a propofel fcr 
rendering the catarafts of Trolhaetta naViga-^ 
Ible; and for opening a communication, not 
only between Gotheborg and Stockholm, but 
iilfo with the Wenncr, the Vetter, and Nord^ 
kioping, fuifficient for the paflage of very large 
veflels *. ' polhem's plan was immediatdy 
approved, and begun by <Z!harles, fond of ex- 
traordinaty projects; and; though interraptcd 
for fome ti»e by the king's death, was agaia 
revived with frefh vigour ^nder the late fovc-^ 
reign Adolphus Frederic, 

This plan may be divided into three priii- 
vcipal parte, i. The junftion of the Maeler 
and th^ Hielmar. 2. Of the Hielmar with 
the Wenner. 3. Of the Wenncr with the 
German Ocean. 

I. Of the junftion of the Mader with the 
Hielmiar. Thefe two lakes are united by the 
fmall river Ulvrfon, and the canal of Arboga. 
The former rifes to the weft of Arboga^ flows 
through the town, ^nd Ms iiito the Maeler at 
Kun^fser.. The canaj of Arboga is cut from 
the riielmar, and continued to the XJlyiforj 

♦ Vopgqs de Motraye, yol. II. p. 282. 306, 

Vo*. IV. X about , 
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about half a mile to the caft of the town. 
It was begun in the reign of Chriftina ; but 
being only calculated for fmall veflels, was 
widened and deepened by order of Charles XI. 
and completed under his fucceflbr Charles XII. 
It belonged to the crowa until 1769; at 
which period it had been fo much negleded 
as to be fcarcely of any ufe : but a company 
of feven merchants of Orebro undertook to 
cleanfe and repair it at their own expence, 
upon condition of receiving the toll of all 
veifels which ihould pafs through it. The 
canal is, excepting in a few parts, fufEciently 
broad to receive two barks a-breaft : its low- 
eft depth is 8 feet *. It is chiefly fupplicd 
with water from the lake Hielmar, the furface 
of which is 80 feet perpendicular higher than 
its level. It confifts of eight fluices. The 
vefTels it admits are the £une which navigate 

• the lakes ; they are decked and fingle mafted ; 

. 76 feet long ; about 43 tons burden ; and draw 
between fix and feven feet of water. 

2. In order to join the Hielmar and Wen- 

* The foot ufed in this chapter is die Sveediih, which 
differs but little from the J^nglilh. The proportion 
of the EngUfli being to tha| of the Swedifh as 1027 t^ 

xooo. 
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ner, it was propofed to open the navigation of 
the Swart-an, which falls into the weftcm 
extremity of the Hielroar at Orebro ; to make 
a cut from that river to the lake Morjcen; 
from thence by the Letan to the Skager ; and 
from the Skager by the Gullipang to the 
Wenner. But as the above-mentioned rivers 
are for the moft part fo /hallow and ilony, that 
it would be extremely difficult and expenfive 
to render them navigable; and as the faint 
attempts hitherto made upon the Gullfpang 
have all failed of fuccefs ; it has been propofed 
to cut a canal diredlly from the lake.Morken 
to Chriftinehamn, which is fituated upon the 
caftern fliore of the Wenner. But as no part 
of this project had been as yet taken in hand, 
and the whole wovdd be attended with gr^at 
difficulties^; there is little profped: that this 
branch of the great undertaking, the jundlion 
of the HieUnar and Wenner, will ever be 
complete^ *. 

* From th^ almofl: infuperable difficulties attending die 
j^inftion of the Hielmar and Wenner, a plan was projeded 
of forming an inland navigation from the eaftern coaft of 
Sweden fouth of the Maeler, by means of the Wetter to 
the Wenner; and in 1774 a map was publiihed for the 
purppft of proving the ibheme to be practicable. 

X 2 3- The 
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3. The juiKftion of the Wenner with the 
German Ocean comes next into confideration : 
and this might be accomplifhed by the river 
Gotha, which iffues from the fouthern ex- 
tremity of the lake near Wennerfborg, and, 
after a' courfe of feventy miles, falls into the 
fea near Gotheborg ; provided that river could 
be made navigable throughout its whole courfe. 
But as, on account of fhoals and cataradis, its 
ftream is greatly impeded, the communica- 
tion has been attempted by the Carlfgraf canal, 
the canal of Trolhcetta, and the fluices of Aker- 
ftram and Edet, which, therefore, I fhall fe- 
par^tely defcribe. 

The channel of thfe river Gotha not being 
open and free upon its firft iiTuing from tKc 
Wenner, a cut, from a bay of that lake to thie 
river, was begun under Charles IX. but was 
not entirely completed before the reign of 
Charles XII. Polhem, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned, erected, by order of that 
monarch, a fluice ; which, not being con- 
ftrud:ed upon a firm foundation, was fcarcely 
finiftied before it was underminfed> and cax- 
ried away by the water. From that time the 
-Carlfgraf canal remained without a fluice, and 
confequently without a veirelpafling it; until 

. . the 
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the reign of Adolphus Frederic. In 1754 a 
new fluice was finiflied, which received the ap- 
pellation of Teffin; in honour of the prinle 
minifter of that name. It Was formed by ^ 
fubterrarieous paflage, 40 feet long, 1 8 broad* 
and 12 high. But thefe dimenfions were too 
finall for the adniiffion of veffels of more than 
40 tons burden; and it frequently happened 
diat even thefe could not pafs whenever th6rQ 
was either too much or too little water, Ift 
relief of thefe difficulties another fluice, called^ 
in honour of the prefent king, the fluice of 
Gttftavus, was completed in 176 J. This fu- 
perb work is a cut of 400 feet (half of which 
was perforated through the folid rock), and 
confifts of two locks, each 200 feet in Iciigth, 
and 36 in breadth : the fides are flrongly faced 
with brick and ftone.' The gtcHe^O: depth of 
water is 13, the loweft 6 feet. The ufual vef-* 
icls which navigate this canal are of 80 tons 
burden ; but when the water is high, larger 
may pafs : in 1777 one of 133 tons worked its 
way through. 

From the end of this canal to the village 
of Trolhjetta, which includes a fpace of about 
five miles, the navigation of the river is un-» 
interrupted: it flows in a gentle current; 

X 3 varies 
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varies in its breadth from 300 yards to ai mile j 
and is, in a few parts, prettily fprinkled with 
iflands, fome whereof are barren rock, others 
tufted with wood and . covered with arable 
foil. Near Trolhaetta two ridges of moun- 
tains, which on each fide run at a fmall dif- 
tance from the river, approach its banks, and 
confine its ftreanj in a narrow channel. In 
this fpot it is ab6ut 400 feet in breadth, as 
finooth as a lake, and without any vifible 
ilream : a fine c£<htraft to the roaring of the 
torrent below. This fmoothnefs of the water 
continues till it burfts at once into the cata- 
raAs of Trolhastta, called the Gulfs of Hell, 
which render all farther navigation impoflible. 
The bed' of the river is folid rock; the banks 
are perpendicular; and, at the beginning of 
the fall, feveral granite iflands, thinly ftrewed 
with underwood, junipers, and ftubbed pines, 
rife in the midft of the ftream,' forming fmall 
ftraits, down which the water dafhcs with 
increafing impetuofity. . . 

From the firft opening of the fall to the 
part where the river again becomes navigable, 
is about two miles ; but it does not roll through 
the whole of this fpace in one uniform fheet 
of water, or with equal rage and violence. 

It 
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It is divided into four principal catarafts, each 
whereof is feparated by whirlpools and eddies ; 
forming, during the whole way, the moft 
awful icenes, ever varying, and too fublime to 
be accurately defcribed. The perpendicular 
height of all the fells, confidered as one, is 
about 100 feet. From this defcription the . 
reader will readily conceive the extreme diffi- 
culty of rendering thefe catarads navigable 5 
and yet it was even through the midft of them 
that the daring projector attempted to form 
a canal, by the following works, which arc 
marked in the annexed plan. 

Juft above the firft cataradl, called Praf- 
tenkefdet Fall, fcveral dams y/ere cpnftmded, 
which turned the ftream, and left the main 
bed of the river quite dry. In this part ibme 
rocky iflands were cut through, or blown up s 
the bed was rendered level, and the cataradt 
nearly turned into ftill water. To continue 
the navigation, an ifland of red granite, called 
Malg, which rifes in the midft of the great 
catarad:, was divided; and a canal formed 
through it of 340 feet in length, including a 
fluice of 3P : the depth of the fall, and, of. 
courfe, the depth of the perforated rock, is 
23! feeti the breadth i8. This is called 
X4 Ekerbrad 
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Bkerbrad iluice, and was deiigned to confift. 
of two locks. At a fmall difhnce aopther 
canal was fontaed on the fide of the fecond 
great catarad:^ through a kind of promontory 
which proje&s into the ftream; the folid 
granite was hollowed 860 feet in length,^ 56i 
in depthy and 18 in breadth. This flaice,. 
called Polhem's fluice^ was to confift of three 
locks, by which veflels were to be let down 
, a fall of 56 i &et. At the diftance of 2920 
feet) a third cut was made clofe to Flateberg's j 
fall, terminating in the lluice of Elvius^ die | 

lafl of this projcfted plap. The length of. the I 
cut is 28 feet; the breadth 18 ; and the depth 
or height of the fall 34I. In order to form , 

feme idea in what manner the navigation was 
to be continued from the fluice of Polhem to 
that of Elvius, it will be neccffary to give a 
fhort delineation of the intervening fpace. 

A little below the fluice of Polhem the 
river daflies through a narrow pafs called 
Stampftraem ; from thence it gradually widens 
into a kind of bay, named Hoyon's Warp : 
it is again cramped into a narrow channel by 
the nearer approach of the rocks on each fide, 
and forms a cataradr, called Helvert's Fall; 
at the extremity of which it expands itfelf ioto 

a fmall 
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a fmall bafon, called Oli-Halk; and thca 
again precipitates itfdf at Flateb«i^'s Fall; 
from whence.it becomes navigable, Inikad 
of continuing, any works through the cafcarads, 
or.by,theifide of the river, the communicatioa 
between the fluices of Polhem and Elvius was 
attempted in the following manner. * A dyke 
of /lone was conftruded acrofs the rivw juft: 
below Flatebcrg's Fall and the fluicc of EJ- 
vitts, with a vkw of raifing the water 34 feet 
and i, turning its courfe through die iluice 
of Elviu8^ and forming j a kvd with the bot- 
tom of that of Polhem* This chimerical 
projed:, which fccms rather too . ridiculous to ' 
have been ferioufly enteirtaintd> was . hoiwever " 
attempted. The king himfcif vifited rfie^ 
work ; and all Sweden; was. in eager expeda^/ 
tion, that their favourite national hopes would ' 
at length be realized. The dyke was built ; 
the river had rifen 12 feet of the 34 ; when^ 
in an inftant, the weight of wat^s burfi: the 
barrier, too feeble to reftrain them; and: 
-fweptaway, in one moment, the labours and' 
e3g)ence of feveral years *. Large fubfidies^ 

♦ The immenftty of the expcnce will be beft con- 
ceived by confidering that all the cuts were made through 
the folid granite, the hardeft of all ftoncs. 

had 
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had been annually raifed for the profecu- 
tkm of the work; and the national bank 
had readily advanced ftill greater loans; the 
furo total whereof has never been divulged* 
The failure of the projeft, after fuch immenfe 
labour and enormous expence, occafioned great 
difcontents among the people ; many of whom 
to this day believe, though there feems no 
foundation for the fuppofition, that the pro^ 
jeftors, bribed by the Danes, purpofely pro- 
ceeded upon a plan which they knew could 
not fucceed. But thus much is evident, that, 
throughout the whole undertaking, the works, 
ftupendous in themfelves, were conduced 
without reafonable care and attention ; for 
after all, the cuts, which had been excavated 
with fuch difficulty, being only 1 8 feet in 
breadth, would have been too narrow to have 
admitted veffels of fuch fize and burden as 
ufually navigate the Wenner. In a word, 
feveral ill-judged meafures feem to have been 
taken; otherwife, although there were many 
natural obflxuAions to the fuccefs of the 
enterprize, yet greater 9bftacles have been 
furmounted. But Polhem was not a Brind- 
ley. 

In confequ6nce of this failure, all the works ' 

and 
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and fluices hitherto raifed were negh&cd, as 
totally ufelefs^ and a new plan for the canal 
of Trolhaetta has been proje<fted 1 according 
to which, inftead of being carried^ as before, 
along the channel of the river, it is to be cut 
through the iblid rock that forpis its banks. 
The plan of this laft projed: is laid down in 
the juinexed engraving. The length is to be 
4700 feet, the breadth 36, and the depth in 
fome parts above 50. It is to coniift of nine 
fluices ; and when we refleft that the whole of 
this cut muft be hollowed through the red 
granite, it is evident that it will be attended ' 
with as many, if not more difficulties, than 
were experienced in the former attempt. It 
miift by no means, however, be condemned as 
imprafticable. The canal of the duke of 
Bridgewater, that of Languedoc, and the road 
through the mountain Gemmi in Switzerland, 
prove that fcarcely any thing is impoffible to 
human induftry. 

The chief queftiqn, in this refpedl, feems 
to be; whether the enormous cxpence attend- 
ing the execution of the work would be com- 
pcniated by the advantages refulting from its 
completion. And here, if we merely take 
into confider^tioii the navigation from the 

Wenner 
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Werincr to Gothelfoi^g, we may venture to de- 
cide in the riegative. Bat if we prefume, that at' 
any futOi* period the communication fhould be 
formed from: the- Gutf of Bothnia to the Wen-' 
ner'; as in that cafe the catarafts of Trolhaetta^ 
wbiild be the- only renidining interraptiort to^ 
the inlalid' navigations from the ealtem to the 
wfefterri cteft of Sweden, the accomplifhment 
of' this canal- couJd not furely be obtained at 
too deai* a rater- 

His . preferit m^gefty, who, foon aftef hh^ 
acceffiofi,-vifited' thefe works af Trolhaetta,* 
wifely ordfered them for the prefent to be fuf- 
pgtt(kd 5 but that 4he fluices of. Guftavus 'art* 
Aker flioiild be finiftied' without delay. Mean- 
while, in order to facilitate the tranfp6rt of 
thfe merchandize' from the diftrid:s bordering 
upon the Wenner to Gotheborg, a wooden 
road has been conftruded on the fide of the 
,^ river, from the beginning to the end of the 
catarads. It is fupported upon ports over 
the rocks> which, from their irregularity "and 
roughnefs, would have been almioft impaflablq? 
for horfesi 

About a mile below the cataradls, the courie 

of the Gotha is again interrupted by a fall; 

called Akerftra^ni : there a canaj has been 

§ made 
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made through a rock which projeded ifrto tHe 
river ^ the length of it is 182 feet, including 
4he iluice; depth 26 ; and breadth 36. This 
cut was begun in 1774; it was far advancdd 
when I faw it, and, it was expefted, would 
be opened in 1781. 

From Akerftrsem the river is clear to Gothe- 
borg, excepting at Edet, where its paflage is 
ftopped by a bed of rocks riling in the midft 
of the ftream. On one fide of thefe rocks an- 
other cut has been made, 660 feet in length ; 
20 in depth, but only 18 in breadth. The 
work is ill executed ; and, when I was there, 
was in bad order. A petition had been pre- 
Tented to the king, that it might be repaired 
and improved to the fame breadth as Aker;. 
fluice } and there was no floubt of its being 
€fie<fted. 

The iron and other merchandize, is noiv 
tranfpor-ted acrofs the lake to Wennerfborg ; 
and from thence through the Carlfgraf canal, 
and down the river Gotha to Trolhsetta. 
^ Upon coming to the cataradls, the goods are 
unloaded, and carried over the wooden road 
about two miles to the end of the falls. There 
they are again embarked, and pafling through 
the Akerftraem and Edet fluices, upon a fup- 

pofitioi^ 



320 TJCAVELS INTO SWEP^IK. .«*7# 



CHAP- X. 

G0tfaeborg.r-«-//jr trade.-^^S^ India Company^ 
-^^Herring FiJbery.^^General remarks on the 
commerce of Sweden.-^yourney from Go- 
iheborg to QzMctQffaL^-r^ottagehfooiy mm* 
furs^^^.tfthefeitfrnU. 

THE fcenery ttf the <rountr3r from TroU 
hi»tta to Godieborg is wild and roman- 
tic 'beyond de£:ript)i(»i» Innumerable ridges 
iof barren rocks ftr^fch in all diredions ; and 
feetweeii them lie the moft fertile plains, which 
^dom exceed a mile in breadth, watered by 
the river Gotha : The mountains, which are 
«)napofed of granite, are ^entirely d^ftitute of 
teces, and many of them fcarcely ^:rfiibit the 
fintUeft appearance of vegetation, in this 
part of Sweden I obferved none of -thofe de- 
tached fragments of granite, which fo abun* 
dantly overipread as well many of its inland 
provinces, as the coaft bordering on the Gulf 
X)f Bothnia. 

In moft places the river flows with a gentle 
current, and in a narrow channel; and is irjt 

fomc 
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fome parts navigable only for fmall craft of 
about 20 tons burden. About ten miles from 
Gotheborg it divides itfelf into three branches ; 
tv;^o of which unite again after having en- 
circled a fmall rocky ifland, upon the top of 
which ftands the fort of Bohus; a pifturefque 
objeft, much celebrated in the early hiftory of 
Sweden, and at that time efteemed impregna- 
ble. The ftream formed by the union of thefe 
two branches is called the Northern River, and 
falls into the fea after a courfe of about ten 
miles. The third branch, which I followed to 
Gotheborg, retains its original name of Gotha: 
the fpace included between the Northern 
River and the Gotha is named the ifland of 
Hifingen. 

Gotheborg, which is diftinguifhed by a 
comriiQcfious port, ftands near the fite of an 
ancient town, named Lodefe, that was built 
by. Guftavus Vafa; and being endowed with 
confiderable privileges, foon became the great 
emporiiim for the trade of the weftern pro- 
vinces. Charles IX. when duke of Goth- 
land, having, in 1604, laid the foundations 
of a new town in the ifland of Hifingen at no 
great diftance from Lodefe, called it Gothe- 
borg, in honour of his duchy. Upon his 

Vol. IV. Y acceflion 
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acceffion to the throne, he eredcd in bis new 
town a trading company 5 drciv thither tnariy 
foreigners, particularly the Dutch, to whoin 
he allowed an exemption fromi all duties of 
export and import during twenty ye^s; a 
corps of Englilh and Scotch trdops, under 
the command of Willkm Stewart ; and grant- 
ed to the Calvinifts eftablifhed therein the 
free exercife of theit" religion, the firft place 
in Sweden where this toleration was per- 
mitted. By thefe means Gotheborg fdon be- 
canie a floUrllhing port*; and, iwxt to Stock- 
holta, the moft commercial town in SiVederi. 
The toWh, being in 161 i reduced to a/bes 
by. the Danes, was rebuilt in the reign of 
Guftavus Adolphus in its prefent fituation ; 
and obtained a confirmation of its antient 
rights, with the grant of fcvcral additional 
privileges, 

* A medal was ftriick iii 1610, comparing this fiiddeli 
increafe of Gbtiieborg to the growth of a tree from si flip : 
on one fide the king's name and titic) with an ii^irripfidli^ 
« Gotheb. Prin; Fund. & Condit." On the reyerfe a krgfe 
tree, from which hang fufpended the arms of Gotheborg; 
beneath are the river Gbth^ Shd the fortrefi ElHbor^, with 
4hc following motto : 

Quae praebet latas arbor fpatiantibui umbriS, 
- Quo pofita eft primum tempore virga fbit. 

Dahlin, Vol. IV. p. 422. 

Gotheborg 
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Gotheborg is built in a very fingular fitua- 
tion. At a fmall diftance froim the lea is 
a marfliy plaift, fcarccly more than half a 
mile in breadth, watered by the rivers Gotha 
and. Moldal, and abnoft entirely inclofed with 
high ridges of rocks; ib bdre and rugged, 
that they fcarcsely produce a fingle blade of 
grafs, add exhibit us barren an appearance as 
the fummits of the loftieft Alps. Gothe-^ 
borg ftands partly upon the ridges, and partly 
in the plain ; and is divided, from thefe dif- 
ferent fitudtions, into the Upper and Lower 
Town. The latter is entirely level, interfered 
by feveral canals in the manner of the Dutch 
towns 5 and its houfes trt all conftrufted upoa 
pile^,: the upper part hangs on thetfcclivitiesj 
and rows of buildings rife one above the pther 
like the feats of an amphitheatre- The whole 
is regularly fortified; and its circumference 
is near three miles, exclufive of the fuburbs, 
called Haga, which lie towards the harbouf • 
The ilreets arc all uniformly ftraight : a few 
of the houfes are of brick ; but the generality 
are conftruded with wood painted red. The 
harbour is formed by two chains of rocks, 
and is about a quarter of a mile in breadth. 
Its entrance is defended by the fort oJf New 

Y 2 Elffborg, 
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Elflbof^, which ftands upon a fmall rocky 
ifland, and contains a garrilbn of 250 nien. 

There has been lately eftabliflied at Go- 
theborg, a Royal Society of Sciences and Li- 
terature, upon the plan of that of Upiala. 
Its A<9:s, which are written in the Swedifli 
tongue, and printed in the od:avo form, con- 
tain various fubjefts in the feveral branches 
of fcienccy natural hiftory, antiquities, hiftory, 
and polite letters *. 

• I was informed by a ^ merchant who had 
rcfided two and twenty years at Gotheborg, 
that, during that period, its population has 
increafed confiderably, and that it now con- 
tains about 20,000 inhabitants. This flou- 
rifhing ftate is undoubtedly owing to the 
extenfion of its commerce, particularly its 
Eaft India Company, and the fuccefs of the 
herring fifliery. 

In 173 1 a company of merchants was efta- 
bliflied, with the exclufive privilege of trad- 
ing to the Eaft Indies for 15 years ; and after 
various alterations of their charter, the mo- 

♦ At Lund was alfo inftituted, in 1776, a Royal Phy- 
fiographical Society, which was incorporated by the king 
in 1778. The fubjecfts treated of in its A£ls relate only 
to natural hiftory, chymiftry, and agriculture. 

nopoly 
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nopoly was, at the laft' renewal, confirmed 
for 20 years, on condition that the company 
ihould advance to government a loan of 
^.124,980, one third whereof without in- 
tereft; and fhould pay jC- 3»i25 for every 
.veflel proceeding on a trading voyage to th^ 
Eaft Indies. This company is merely a fo- 
ciety of merchants, who fend annually two 
or three veffels to China, As the port of 
Stockholm, in the Gulf of Bothnia, is clofed 
with ice until the feafon is too far advanced 
for fhips to take their departure from thence 
to the Eaft Indies, the company carries on its 
commerce from Gotheborg, whofe harbour, 
being fituated in the German Ocean, is more 
open. The following is the nature of thi§ 
traffic : Sweden containing little ipecie, and ^ 
few manufactures for exportation, the cap- 
tain of each veflel firft proceeds to Cadiz, 
where he borrows, in the company's name, 
100,000 piaftres, at the intereft of 30 per */ 
cent, 'y he then fails to Canton, a,nd purchafes 
tea, porcelain, and other Chinefe commodi- 
ties, which, upon his return to Sweden, arc 
difpofed of to great advantage. The ufual 
net profit upon the whole cargo being 70 
per cent. ; the gain, when the intereft is de- 
duced, amount? to about 40 per cent. 

y 3 In 
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In 1740, the herrings, which had hitherto 
never approached this we:ftern ihore of Swe- 
den, flocking io fhoals to -that coa/iU the ia^ 
habitants of Gothehorg efcibliGbed a fishery, 
which has been attended with confidprafek 
advantage. Its increafing produce will ap'^ 
pear from the following table : 

In 1752 it yielded only looo l^arreU* of 
herrings. 



Jn 1753 - 20,766 

^754 - 52*828 

17SS - 74»79i 
176^ - ji7,2i«4 



In 1762 - 142*091 

1763 - 18^^14! 

1764 - 99,6 1 6i 
1768 - 151,483 



The herrings frequent thefe coafls of Swe- 
den in the month of November, when the 
fifliery begins, and though it continues fcarcely 
three weeks, yet fupplies during that fhort 
fpace to the fifhermen of Gotheborg about 
600,000 barrels. 

As the coafts in thefe parts are extremely 
ropky, and the fea is fprinkled with innumer- 
able iflands, the way of catchifig the herrings 
is as follows : Eight boats, manned each with 
two or three fifhermen, draw one large net, 

♦ A ban el contains lOOO herrings. 

enclofing 
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enclojGog a ihoal of herrings, into a creek or 
finall bay, ajod the fifli are fhovellcd on the 
ihore into confiderable heap$. Of the <)oo,ooo 
I?arrel$ caught in this uttuner 200,000 are 
lalted, and froqi the remainder train-oil is ex- 
1ya<a«d. Fifteen barrels of Ijierrings yield ooe 
of oil, which is principally exported to Hol- 
land and Spain. 

A barrel of herrings fells, upon an average, 
for IX. 3^. and when J&lted from 8x. to 10 x. 
Thefe fiQi are not fo fine as thofe caught and 
cural by the Dutch, but being much cheaper, 
are preferred by the Ruffians and Poles. The 
fait is procured from Spain ; and one barrel of 
ialt cures three barrels of herrings. Upon an 
averagp we may eftimate the exportation of 
felted herrings at 150,000 barrels, and the in- 
land confumptipn of Sweden at 50,000. 

An Englifli conful and feveral merchants of 
our nation refide at Gotheborg ; and a chapel, 
with a regular chaplain, is appropriated to 
their ufe. 

As I did not remain a fufficient time in 
Sweden to gain accurate and circumftantial 
information concerning the commerce ; I can 
only add the following particulars. 

Y 4 Cantzler, 
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Cantzler *, whofe accurate account of Swe- 
den cannot be too much reco6imehded to the 
curidus reader, informs us, that of the export 
trade Stockholm carries on xt> Gotheborg tV, 
and' the other ftaple towns A; and of the 
import commerce, Stockholm f , Gotheborg |, 
and the other towns |. 

The fortifications of Gotheborg are fo weak, 
and its garrifon in general fo fmall, that in 
1788 it muft have fallen into the hands of the 
Danes, who, under the preteilce of an alliance 
with Ruffia, attacked the Swedes, and march- 
ed from Norway to the gates of Gotheborg, 
if the foreign powers had not interfered* 

The king of Sweden hurried from Dalecar- 
lia, where he was animating the natives to arm 
in his defence, to Carlftadt. There he was 
met by Mr. Elliot, the Englifli minifter at the 
court of Denmark. Guftavus having accept- 
ed the mediation of England, Pruffia, and the 
Hague, Mr. Elliot undertook to ftop the fur- 
ther progrefs of the Danifh army ; an event 
which he fortunately accomplifhed at the very 
inftant the Danifh troops were taking poffef- 

* Memoires fur les Affaires Polit. et Econom. de Suede, 
p. 374* " ' ' 

' fion 
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fion of Bohus, and were within a few hours 
march of Gotheborg. Mean while the king 
repaired to Gotheborg, arrived at the gates fo 
unexpedledly, and at fo late an hour, that he 
had the greateft difficulty in gaining admif- 
fion ; and the Danifh herald, who the next 
morning fummoned the town to furrender, was^ 
furprifed on being introduced to the .king, and 
informed by his majefty, that the citizens 
^yould defend their ramparts to the laft extre- 
mity. But neither the prefence or courage 
of Guftavus, whd infufed new fpirit into the 
inhabitants, could have faved Gotheborg, if 
the Englifti minifter had not flopped the pro- 
grefs of the Danifh army. The iirfl armiftice, 
concluded under the mediation and •guarantee 
of the Englifh minifler, was only for eight 
days, but was afterwards prolonged for a 
month, when he figned the final convention at 
Udde valla for the evacuation of Sweden. The 
prince of Heffe retreated into Norway^ Gothe- 
borg was faved from pillage, Sweden from dif- 
memberment, and Europe from a general war. 
As the diflrids which I pafled fl-om Up- 
fala to Trolhaetta are efleemed the fineft and 
,moft populous parts of Sweden; thofe which 
I traverfed from Gotheborg to Carlfcr'ona, 

through 



through the province of Smolani* are iaid to 
be the wildeft^ kail: inhabitedi and the mod 
uncultivated regions of this kingdom. The 
diftance between Gotheborg and Carlfcronji 
is 38 Swcdifli, JCff 247 EngUfli miles; and 
in this extent of ground only one place dig^ 
Dified with the name of a town prefented 
itfelf* The villages, for the ncu>ft part, con- 
fided of fix Of fcven houfes ; and fometimes, 
where I flopped to change hories^ I found 
nothing hut a fingle iblitary cottage: yet, 
alon^ this feemingly inhofpitabk track, I 
met with good roads, tolerable accommoda- 
tions, and a cheerful and cqptented peafan-» 
try. 

March 15. I quitted Gotheborg, and pafT- 
cd over a fuccefCon of barren rocks with few 
trees, fimilar to thofe which dretcK along 
the cbafls of the German Ocean near Gothe-- 
borg. As I advanced, the country became 
ibmewhat more fertile. Hills of granite ap- 
peared lefs frequent; but large mafles were 
fcattered over the face of the country. The 
region which I traverfed in this and the fol- 
lowing day, though wild, and not capable of 
much cultivation, was yet infinitely diverfified. 
It was an hilly diflrid, in many parts over- 

fpread 
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{presid with £brefts c^ pi^es^ beecht and oak ; 
iata-fperfed with paiflut^ and' fmsil^l plains of 
arable land; fprinklcd widi ^veral pji^urc/quc 
lakes; and watei:ed by nuh^bei^els nvujiets^ 
dear as chryftal, a»d gurgJing over thwr ,fto»y 
channels. ^ 

During one poft of t^is 4^fs route [1 was 
driven by a peafant's djtugiiteri and as the 
roads -were in many parts exceedingly ftecp, 
it required fome ftrojgthj arid nuich dexterity, 
to direS the horfes, and to prevent the car- 
riage from being overturned ; J propofed tha 
my fervant, wbo was an expert, driver, £li;kould 
take the reins : the girl, however, ofiended 
at my queftioning her flcUl, perenaptorily re- 
jeded my propofal; and, placing herfelf in 
the poftillion's feat, drove off at full ^ipeed, 
governing the horfes in fuchl a fkilful .man- 
ner, that fhe foon quieted my apprehenfions^ 
and we arrived at the end of the poft without 
the flighteft alarm ; nor was I for the fixture 
in the leaft apprehenfive of trufting myfelf 
to the guidance of a Swedifli country girl. 

I paffed the night at Hunnaryd in a pea- 
fant's cottage, and fet off early in the jrnorn- 
ing ; but had not proceeded far b^efore I was 
obliged to ftop at Giflavy, to repair a wheel 

of 
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of my carriage : the pkc« contained but one 
finith, and he had lately become blind; and 
as none of the wheels in the village would 
fit the axle-tree, I purchafed a new axle-.tree 
and four wheels, for the fum of ^. i. i6s^ 
upon which the body of my cart being placed^ 
I proceeded on my journey. A little beyond 
Giflavy, I crofled a rivukt near an iron foun- 
dery. The native ore is procured, in fmah 
round pieces, about the fizc of pea- (hot, from 
the bottom of a neighbouring lake, and forged 
into excellent iron. 

Soon afterwards, I quitted the mountain- 
ous diftrift; and -defcended gradually into a 
landy plain, diverfified with w^oods, lakes, 
and corn-fields. About feven miles from 
Vernamo, where I took my ftation for the 
night, I again came* into a hilly country, and 
j^dvanced to Wexio ; a town feated upon the 
banks of a pleafant lake, which contained a 
group of woody iflands.^ The town, though 
a bifliop's fee, is exceedingly fmall : the houfes 
are moftly of wood ; the inhabitants chiefly 
fubfift by the traffic in cattle, that graze in 
the luxuriant paftures, with which the in- 
tervals of the moft barren mountains and ex- 
tenfive forefts are occafionally enriched. 

As 
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As in the cx)urfe of this route I conftandy . 
took my rej)aft> during the day, and paflcd 
every night in the cottages; I had frequent 
opportunities of obferving the cuftoms, man- 
ners, and food .of the peaiants. Upon en- 
tering a cottage, I ufually found all the £1- 
tnily employed ia carding flax, fpinning thread, 
and in weaving coarfe linen, and ibmetimes 
cloth. The peafants are excellent contrivers, 
and apply the coarfeft materials to fome ufe- 
fill purpofe. Thay twift ropes from fwines' 
bridles, horfes' manes, and bark of trees, and 
ufe eel-fkins for bridles. Their fix)d prin- 
cipally confifts of faked flefli and fifh, eggs, 
milk, and hard bread. At Michaelmas they 
ufually kill their cattle, and lalt them for the 
enfuing Winter and Spring. Twice in the 
year they bake their bread in large round 
cakes, which are ftrung upon files of fticks, 
and fufpended clofe to the ceilings of the 
cottages. They are fo hard as to be occa* 
lionally broken with a hatchet, but are ngt 
unpleafant. The peafants ufe beer fcr their 
common drink, and are much addifted to 
malt fpirits. In the diftri<fts towards the 
weftern coafts, and at no great diftance in- 
land, tea and coffee are not unufually found 

ift 
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in the Swedifli cottages ; which atre procured 
in great plenty, and at a cheap rate, from 
Gothcbojfg. 

The peafants arc well clad in ftfong cloth 
Cff their own weaving. Their cottages, though 
built with wood, arid only of one ftory, are 
comfortable and commodiqus. The room 
in which the family fleep is provided with 
ranges of beds in tiers (if I may fo exprefs 
mjrfelf ) j , one ibove the other : upon the 
troodeft tefters of the beds in which the wo-^ 
inen lie, are placed others for the teceptioil 
of the tneii, to which they afcend by means 
of ladders. To a petfori who has juft quitted 
• Germany, and been acciiftoindd to tolerable 
inhs, the Swedifli cottages may pfcfhaps ap^ 
p^r miferable hovels ; to me, who had been 
long ufed to places of far inferioi' accommo- 
dation, they feemed alnioft palates. The 
traveller is able to procure many conVe- 
nienc^esj ind particularly a feparate room from 
that inhabited by the family, whicfh could 
feldom be obtained in the Polifh and Ruffian 
villages. During my courfe thWugh thofe 
two countries, a bed was a phaenomenon which 
ieldom occurred, excepting in the large towns, 
and even then not always completely cqiiipr. 

9 pe^i 
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pcd; but the pQorcft hirts of Sweden \tere 
never deficient in tiiis article of tomfort: an 
evident proof that the Sw^ib peafants ^ut 
more civilized than thofe of Poland and Ruf- 
fla* After having witneflcd the fhrrei^ of 
the peafants in ihofe two countries^ it wtt 
a pleafing £iti^a6tion to find myfelf agaiA 
amon^ £reemen» in a kingdoin where theft 
15 a more equal divifion of property ; ^here 
there is no tafTdlage ; where the loweflfc ordti 
'enjoy a fecurity of their perfons and property i 
aiAd where ^ advantaged rcfultiftg from thif 
right are vifible to the cohimonefl obfervcn 

On the 1 8 th at nooh I quitted the province 
of Smolandi and entered that of Blekingc* 
As I apprbached the ftorcs of the Baltic to-; 
wards Carlfcrona, ridges of granite again made 
their appearance, fbmetimes bare^ fometime^ 
covered with heath, or clothed with fbreft. 
About half a mile front Carlfcrona we came 
upon a fine view of that town, flandlng in an 
iiland* 

During a fortnight's progrefs from Stock- 
holm to Carlfcrona, through a tradt of about 
500 Englifjf miles, the weather was fo clear^ 
dry, and delightful, thjat I felt no inconve- 
nience frond performing the journey in in 
open cirt. There was a gentle froft at night 

and 
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and morning; but the remaining part of the 
day was cheered with a genial fun. The 
Spring, indeed, of that year was remarkably 
forw;ard and exceedingly mild. The port of 
Carlibrona, which is frequently clofed with 
ke until the month of April, was open early 
in March. The peafants of Upland, and 
Weftmanland feldom till their lands before 
April * ; but I obferved, during my pailage 
through thofe provinces in the beginning of 
March, that the hufbandmen had already be- 
gun to plow the fields, and to fbw their 
barley and oats. The rapid progrefs of ve- 
getation in thefe northern regions was ex- 
tremely vifible from the quick fhooting of the 
pafture and young corn, which, though the 
fnow had only been melted three weeks, were 
in a flourifliing ftate. 

I was greatly furprized to find that Sweden 
would yield fufficient grain for the interior 
confumption of the inhabitants ; if fuch large 
quantities were not employe^ in the diflilla- . 
tion of malt fpirits. The northern parts of 
Sweden and Finland produce excellent rye; 
and the fouthern provinces wheat, oats, and 

* Am. Acad, p, 372 j alfo Stillingflccfs Trafts, p. 153. 

barley* 
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barley. The wheat and rye are fown in 
the middle of Auguft, and are reaped in the 
fame month of the following year. Barley 
and oats are configned to the ground in Spring 
immediately upon the melting of the fnow : 
the former is cut down towards the end of 
Augufl; and the oats about the middle of 
September. 
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C H A P- XL 

Carlfcrooa.— AT^w docks. -^Swedifh fleet. -^ 
Sailors. — Chriftianftadt. — Helfingborg* — 
General remarks on the mode of travelling in 
Sweden . -^ Pofl-^borfes. — Roads. — Similarity 
between many general exprejions in the Englidi 
and Swedifh tongues. 

CARLSCRONA derives its origin and 
name from Charles XL who firft laid 
the foundations of a new town in 1680; and 
removed the fleet from Stockholm to this 
place, on account of its advantageous fituation 
in the center of tjie Swediih feas, and the 
fuperior fecurity of its harbour. The greateft 
part of Carlfcrona ftands upon a fmall rocky 
ifland, which rifes gently in a bay of the 
Baltic ; the fuburbs extend over another fmall 
rock, and along the mole clofe to the bafon 
where the fleet is moored. The way into the 
town from the main land is carried over a dyke 
to an ifland, and from thence along two long 
wooden bridges joined by a barren rock. The 
town is fpacious, and contains about 1 8,000 
inhabitants. It is adorned with one or two 

handii^e 
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liandicttfie churches, and a few tolerable houfes 
of brick i but the generality of buildings are 
of wood. The fuburbs arc fortified towards 
Ae land by a ftone wall. The entrance into 
the harbcmr> which by nature is extremely, 
difficult from a number of fhoals and rocky 
iflands> is -ftiU further fecured from the attack 
of an enemy's fleet by two ftrong forts built 
on two iflands, under the batteries of which 
all veflels niuft pafsw 

During our ftay at Carlfcrona^ We l^ceived 
great civilities, and were enter tainted in the 
moft hofpitable manner by many perfons of 
the firft diftindliori ; and had no difficulty in 
obtaining permiffion to infpedt the dock-yard, 
and the whole fleet. 

Formerly veffels in this port, when careen- 
ed and repaired, were laid upon their fides 
in the open harbour, until a dock, according 
to a plan given by Polhem, was hollowed 
in the folid rock: it was begun in 17 14, and 
finifhed in 1724; but, as it was too fmall 
for the admiffion of men of war, it has lately 
been enlarged, and is now capable of receiv-* 
ing a fhip of the firft rate'. Its dimenfions 
are in length 190 Swedifh feet; in depth 33 ; 
and in breadth 46. It contains 300>ooo cu- 

Z 2 bic 
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bic feet of water, and is ufi^ally emptied in 
ten hours. Ninety men are employed in 
pumping at the fame time, and are relieved 
every^ half hour by the fame numben This 
being .at prefent the only receptacle for the re- 
pairing of fhips, new docks have been begun 
upon a ftupendous plan worthy of the antient 
Romans. According to the original fcheme, 
it was intended to conflrudt thirty docks, for 
budding and laying up the largeft fhips, at the 
extremity of the harbour. 

A large bafon, capable of admitting two 
men of war, is defigned to communicate, by 
fluices, with two fmaller bafons, from each 
of which are to extend, like the radii of a 
circle, five rows 6f covered docks : each row 
is to be feparated by walls of ilone ; arid each 
dock to be providedwith fluice-gates, fo as to 
be filled or emptied by means of pumps. Clof© 
to the docks, magazines for naval ftores are to 
be conflxudted, and the whole to be enclofed 
with a ftone wall. 

The projedl, begun in 1757, was much 
neglefted until the acceffion of his prefent 
majefty, who warmly patronifed the arduous 
Undertakings At the commencement of the 
y^OjTKs, ^. 25,000 v/ere annually expended 

upon 
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Hpon them ; which fum has been leflencd to 
about ^. 6,000 per annum ; and the number 
of docks reduced to twenty. 

The following was the ftate of thcfe works 
in March 1779. 

The firft large bafon was finifhed. Its di- 
menfions are 250 feet in length, 1 10 in breadth, 
and 32 in depth. Thp greateft part has been 
followed out of the rock, which was per- 
forated under water ; and the excavations filled 
with gunpowder, introduced and exploded 
through hollow tubes. The rock being thus 
tlown up and removed, the bottom and fides 
were afterwards fmoothed, cemented with 
puzzulana brought from Naples, and nicely 
finifhed to an even furface. Three of the 
fides are faced with hewn granite ; and the 
fourth is defended from the violence of the 
waves by a pier of the lame material. The 
two entrances into the fmaller bafons were 
pearly completed, and the fluice-gates, of a 
lingular . conftrudion, were building : they 
are hollow machines; and are fo contrived, 
thait, when filled 'with water, they afford a 
pafTage to the fhip by finking, and rife agaip 
when emptied. The principle of mechanics 
hy which th^ adt is fomewhat fimilar to that 

2:3 0{ 
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of the kameels, employed in conveying^ large 
veffcls over the bars at Amfterdam and Pe-' 
terfburgh *. The two fmaller hafons, formed 
by excavations of the rock, ajid of a femicir- 
<:ular fhape, were partly finiihed. 

With refpedt to the docks^ the materials 
were prepared for their conftrudtion ; and the 
rock in fome places had been blown away, 
and in others the earth had been removed. 
The bottom of one was already completed; 
its ihape wa$ elliptical; the platfor;n and 
lower part of the walls were compofed of 
hewn granite, and cemented with puzzulana j 
and the ftones, upon 'which the keel *of a 
new fhip was to be laid down, were adjufted. 
It was expedled that this dock vvould be en- 
tirely covered in before the end of 1779- It 
was computedi^ that one new dock would be 
annually finished; and that in twenty years 
this grand undertaking would be carried into 
execution. The water will be introduced, and 
pumped out, by windmills, or by hands, a« 
occafion requires. 

The primary view and intention of this 
grand pjan was to obtain diy docks; for the 

^ See Vol. jn. p. 350, 

purpofe 
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purpofe of keeping the whole fleet entirely 
covered from wind ^nd weather. It has, 
however, been a quefl:ion much agitjited in 
. Sweden, whether large velTels are not more 
etfc(2:ually prefervcd in water, than when fe- ' 
cured in dry docks ; a folution of which can 
only be given by perfons well experienced in 
naval aiFairs. But fhould this be allowed, yet 
thefe docks will flill be greatly ferviceablc for 
the conftruftion and repairing, if not for the 
prefervation of fhips. 

An interval of five years had elapfed fincc 
my former vifit to Carlfcrona, and I did not 
find the works advanced as much as I could 
have cxpciSted, Inftead of building one dock 
every year, as was intended, only one has been 
finiihed in the fpace of nine years fince the 
commencement of the undertaking; and as 
only two tiiore were in. the kaft forwardnefs, it 
will probably be a century before the plan is 
competed. The dock which is finiflied gives . 
a complete idea of the exp^nce and greatnefs , 
of the plan. The bottom and fides are of 
hewn granite, rows of granite pillars fupport 
the roof, and bear rather the appearance of a 
colonnade to a temple, than a receptacle for 
ihips, - . 

Z4 The 
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The ftiips are built at Carlfcrona, chiefly 
by Englilh artifans. Though the provinces 
of Blekinge and Skone abound with oaks, 
yet, as there is not a fufficiency for a con- 
tinued fupply, the Swedes procure their fliip^ 
timber from Germany. They made their 
two laft contradts with the king of Pruffia ^ 
the firft for 400,000 Swedifti cubic feet * ; 
the laft for 200,00®. The latter were de- 
livered in 1778, at the rate of ^s. 10^. per 
cubic foot. They are fupplied from their 
own territories with mafts and deals, pitch 
and tar, and the greateft part of the flax 
ufed in the navy j and manufa<flure their, own 
ropes and fails from hemp chiefly imported 
from Riga. They caft their own cannon, 
and make their own gunpowder with Swedifli 
faltpetre. The harbour of Carlfcrona, in 
which the Swedifli fleet lies at anchor, is 
large and commodious, with depth of water 
fuflficient for (hips of the firft rate to cargr 
their lower tier of guns. 

Upon paper, the Swedifh navy, in 1779, 
amounted to 30 ihips of the line, including 
thofe of 40 guns, and 1 5 frigates, befide gal- 

* J OOP Swedifh feet = 1027 Englifli feet, 

lies. 
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lies, prames, atid xebecs. But . as ieivcral of 
thefe veffels were very old and exceedingly 
0ut of repair, we could not eftimafee thofe fit 
for fervice at that period to have been more 
than 20 fliips of the line, and i o frigates. 

Though I was not able to obtain a com- 
plete catalogue of the whole navy; yet the 
following lift of all the fhips then in commif. 
fion, and fitting oat for a cruife in the Baltic 
in 1779, the aera of the armed neutrality, will 
help to fupply the deficiency* 

Veffels fitting out in March 1779. 

Karnes. Gans* 

Vaia, new • - . • 60 
Upland, ftationcd at ) 

Gothebor^ - . J 4^ 
Jaramas - - * - 4P 
Swart Orn - - - 40 
lilerin,^ bound to Morocco 36 
Prince Guftavus, new 3a 
Trolle, in Finland -^ 32 
Erenfvard, in Finland 3a 



Karnes. Guns. 

Sof^ia Magd^ena, new 74 
Guftavus III. new - 74 
Prince Guftavus - - 74 
GothaLyon - - - 74 
King Adolphus Frederic 70 
Frederic Adolj^us, new 64 
Sophia Albertina - - 64 
Enigheten - - - -^ 64 
Fii&d - -> ^ - ^60 



The feamen belonging to governmejit are 
regiftered, and amount to 18,000: of thefo 
ibme receive their pay in money ; and others 
are diibributed in the fame manner ai the 
national militia, fmall portions of land in the 
iilands and upon the fca-coaft beihg affigncd to 

them 
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them for their fubfiftence. Of thefe i Sjooo 
iailorSj according to the moft favourable ac- 
counts, only about 6000 are reputed to be 
experienced feamen: the reft are mere pea- 
fants* Upon an. emergency, the king enjoys 
the po^er of prefling failors from the mer- 
chantmen, but only in exchange for the re- 
giftered feamen. 

At Carlfcrona I rejoined ray companions, 
whom I had quitted at Stockholm ; exchang- 
ed my open cart for a more commodious ve* 
hicie ; and continued my journey from thence 
to Helfingborg, which clofes my travels in 
Sweden. Our route lay through the provinces 
of Blekinge and Skone^ For the firft two or 
three pofts the country was hilly and rocky, and 
covered with foreft; afterwards it change^ to 
a level and fertile plain. Our road lay near 
the fhore ; and we had many fine fca-views, 
with numerous rocks; and fmall iflands feat- 
tered in all diredtions. About twelve miles 
from the vDlage of Felkinge, where we took 
our ftation for the night,; we entered Skone» 
called by foreigners Scania, the moft level 
and the moft fertile of all the Swedifh pro- 
vinces* We paffed through . Chriftianftadt^ 
1^ ftrong. fortified. :;fi>wn, built in 1 6 14, by 
4 Chriftian 
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Chriftian IV. king * of Denmark, when this 
province belonged to the Danes ; and finally 
ceded to the Sv/edes, by the peace of Roflcild, 
in 1658. The town is fi;nall, but neatly built, 
and is efteemed the ftrongeft fortrefs in Swe- 
den. The houfes are all of brick, and moftly 
ftuqcoed white. It flands in a marfliy plain 
dofe to the river Helge-a, w^hich flows into 
the Baltic at Ahus, about the diftance of 20 
miles, and is navigable only for fmall craft of 
7 tons burden, Englifh velTels annually re- 
fort to this port for alum, pitch, and tar. 
The inhaljitants have maaufadures of ^cloth 
and filken fluffs ; and carry on a finall degre<j 
of commerce, 

A little beypnd Chriftianftadt, as we ap* 
proached the coafts of the Sound, the country 
rofe into fmall .inequalities, covered at inter- 
vals with trees ; the foil wa§ chiefly fand mix-» 
ed with vegetable mould. We arrived, late in. 
the evening of March the 21ft, atHelfing- 
borg, the plac? of embarkation upon the Sound 
for Denmark. 

Before I conclude my travels into Sweden, 
I fhall throw together' a few remarks upon the 
mode of travelling, and other general heads, 
which I had no occafion to touch upon in z 
pstrticular manner, ^ 

Travelling 
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Travelling in Sweden is perfectly commo- 
dious to a perfon acquainted with the ufiial 
method of procuring horfes. At the different 
towns and villages upon the high roads, poft- 
borles are not always regularly ftationed ; but 
if the traveller fends forward a peafant to ap- 
point relays, at a certain ftipulated place and 
time, his orders are punftually executed. 
The neglefl: of this precaution has caufed 
frequent delays to inexperienced foreigners, 
as it did/ to us upon our firft arrival in the 
country ; for we were obliged to wait at each 
poft-houfe until horfes could be obtained from 
the Adjacent villages. The ufual pradice of 
fupplying poft-horfes is regulated in a mannA: 
very convenient and cheap to travellers, yet 
^tremely burdenfome to the natives *, All 

perfons 

* * Cdntster makes the following judicious remarks upon 
this fubje6):. In enumerating the obflacles to the im-r 
provement of agriculture in Sweden, he mentions, among; 
others, " Les voiturages publics et le tranfport des voya- 
** geurs, a faire tour-a-tour par les payfans affignes aux 
«' relais de pofte les plus voifins. Ceux-ci font extreme- 
** ment onercux aux cultivateurs, obliges, chacun au moin* 
** trois fois par ,mois, d'envoycr un valet ou gar^on avec 
« un'du deux chevaux a I'endroit de relais, qui leur eft 
" affighe, pour s'y tcnir une journee entiere pret au 
" tranfport des poftes, fans que les payfans en re^oivent 
«♦ aucune cpmpenfation, a moins qu'il ne furviennerde 

"^ voyagcur. 
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perfons pofleffing land of a certain tienure are 
bound to fend pne or more hories, two or 
three times in the m9nth, to the neighbouring 
poft-houfe: if they are jiot wanted, they 
return, after' waiting 24 hours, without any 
compenfation for their labour and Jofs of 
time ; and, if employed, receive a very in- 
adequate recompence *. I found, indeed, 
travelling fo exceedingly cheap in Sweden, 

«* voyagcur. Cette corvee s'appelle Hollsfkjuts, ct il s'y 
" perd chaque fois un jour ct demi. Mr. Modeer, fe- 
*' cretaire de la fociete patriotique, fuppofe 706 endroits 
" de relais dans tout ce royaume, et fept chevaux journelle- 
^ ment ailignes a chaque endroit de relais. £il ne compt- 
IF ant metne que 300 endroits de relais, et 4 chevaux pour 
« chacun, ce qui fait 1 200 chevaux par jour^ 6u 431^,00^ 
^^ chevaux par an, a 360 jours, cette forte de corvees caufe 
« pour Tagriculture une perte annuelle de 216,000 joxit- 
^< nees d'ouvrage a faire par un valet et deux chevaux."^ 
See Cantzler's Memoirs, &C. p. 202. 

* When vv'e firft entered Sweden, wc only paid i^ 
ftivers = 5^. for each horfe per Swedifh mile from the 
townsi and J2 ftivers, or = 34^. from the villages: this 
price was fo exceedingly low, that at the laft dietxh^'ftatos 
increafed it : the new regulation took place on ^e^ i6tb of 
March 1779; from which time 24 ftivers =: lorf. waj 
paid in the towns for each hoqfe for a SwediSi mile, and 16 
or 5^. in the villages. Even, according to this advanced 
price, the higheft fum is not quite i\d. and the loweft not 
2. penny, per horie, for an EngUih mile. , " 

that. 
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that, during a courfe of 500 miles, from my 
departure from Stockholm to my arrival at 
Cadfcrona, my whole expences, including the 
prime coft of my cart, the hire of poft-horfes> 
the gratuities to the drivers, and the accom- 
modations on the road, did not amount to 
£. 20, although my Swedifh fervant occa- 
fionally taxed me with want of ceconomy. 
The drivers beirtg the peafants themfelves, 
who ufually attend with their own horfes, 
are contented with a ftiiall acknowledgment 
of about 2 ^. or 3 d. for each poll. The 
horfes are imall^ hut lively and adive; two 
were ufually the Complement for my. cart; 
and they went generally at the rate of fix 
or feven miles in an hour : the poftilion never 
rode, but fat upon a finall bench at the ex- 
tremity of the cart. 

The regulations of the poft are very ex- 
cellent. At each po.ft-houfe is k?pt a day* 
book or journal, in which each traveller fets- 
down his. name and charadler, the day and 
hour of his arrival and departure, the place 
from whence he came, and whither he is go- 
ing,^ and the number of horfes he requires. 
One column is appropriated to complaints ; fo^ 
that if the poft-maftcr is impertinent or im- 

pofing. 
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pofing, his condud is known, as the journal 
is every month infpedled by the officers of go- 
vernment. 

The high roads of Sweden wind agreeably 
through the country, are made with ftone or 
gravel, and are as good as our turnpikes in 
England i.> and yet not a fingle toll is exacted 
from the traveller. Each, landholder is ob- 
liged to keep in repair a certain part of the 
road in proportion to his property; and, for. 
the purpoie of afcertaining their refpeftive 
portions, fmall pieces of wood, or ftone, mark^ 
^d with numbers and capital letters, are placed 
at diiFerent diftances on each fide of the way. 

In no kingdom, fince I quitted England, 
have I obferved fo many feats fcattered over 
the face of the country as I perceived in 
Sweden; where the gentlemen of moderate 
fortunes, as with us, are accuftomed to refid« 
upon their eftates in rural plenty. Thefe feats, 
being Compofed of an affemblage of wooden 
buildings, and painted red, make a n^t ap-^ 
pearance : occupying a large extent of ground, 
they look, at fome diftance, like fmall villages, 
and contribute greatly to the ornament of the 
country : they are moft frequent near the 
lakes; and are not uncommonly fituated, ii> 

the 
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the midft of hanging woods, or broken rocks 
llifpendcd over the water. 

During my progrefs through this kingdom, 
I could not avoid being ftfuck with a furprif- 
ing refemblance between the Englifti and 
Swedifli languages, not only in finglc words, 
but in whole phrafes, fo that a quick Englifli 
ear may comprehend many cxpreflions in com- 
mon converfation. Among other inftances of 
this kind, I heard the poftilions cry out, 
'^ Come, let us go ;"—« let us fee ;"---*' ftand 
^' ftiHi"— ** hold your tongue ;"— " go on *." 
I naturally inquired their meaning of my in- 
terpreter, and found that they had the fame 
iigniiication as in our own language. They 
are for the molt part pronounced more like the 
ScottHh -f- than the EngKfli accent ; and in- 
deed, in general, the Swedes appeared to me 

♦ TTiefe words are thus written in the Swedifli tongue : 
^ KomUtofsgo''-^'^ letofsfe''-^'' Stand Jiiir^^^ Hold 
« din tunga ''— « . Go an" 

t A Swedifli gentleman of my acquaintance made the 
ftnae remark durmg a tour in Scotland; that there was a 
much nearer refemblurice between the Scotch and Swedifli, 
than between the Swedifli and Englifli, both in words and 
general pronunciation. The fartie gentleman alfo informed 
kne, that there are feveral obfolete Swedifli words which arc 
Very c<»iiiiioii in Scotland^ « 

as 
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as if they were talking broad Scotch. Nor is 
this any matter of wonder ; for it is probable, 
that the Scottifli mode of fpcaking is the fame 
as was formerly ufed in England 1 and that, 
while we have gradually ibftened our pronun- 
ciation, the Scots have retained it. With re- 
iped to the |imilarity between the Swedifh 
and Englifh tongues*, we may remark that 
they are both dialers of the Teutonic or Ger- 
man : and if in pronunciation they refemble 
more to each other than to their original flocks 
it is owing to this circumftance ; that we arc 
certainly defcended from the Swedes and Daqies, 
whofe languages are only different dialers; and 
the old Saxon, which gave rife to the £ngliih» 
was probably firft introduced into our ifland by 
fettlers, or invaders, from thefe northern king- 
doms. 

* That the affinity between the SwedUh and Engliih 
languages was more obvious in fonner times, appears froni 
an anecdote mentioned in p. 182 of this volume. 
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' CHAP- I. 

Jjandfcrem.-^Lund.'^^Account ofptofyfforRet'^ 
zius. — Calmar. — Jonkioping. — fFad/iena. 
''^Medvu — NorJiioping* 

ASubfequcnt journey into the North in 
1784, fiiniiihed' me with additional 
materials for an account of thoie parts of 
Sweden, which I did not vifit in my former 
tpur> and a defcription of Norway. 

July 20th. After expreffing tp Mr. Elliott 
our warmeft acknowledgments for his polite 
and friendly attention to us, we quittted Co<< 
penhagen at four in the evening ; embarked 
in a four-oared boat, and failed to Landfcrona 
with a ^vourable breeze* The diftance is 
about £xteen miles. 

On approaching Laiidfcrona, we were em« 

b^trrafled with fhoals and rocks; and as the 

Danifh watermen were unacquainted with the 

jffoaf^ of Sweden^ we could not difengage our« 

A a 3 felves> 
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Cdvcs, and fhould haye been compellfd ^ 
return to Copenhagen^ if fortunately two 
SwediOi failorSy obferving our difh-efs, had not 
waded through the fea^and conduced our vef- 
fel into port. 

Landfcrona, about twenty iniles from Lund» 
a place of very little ftrength, is now ftrong- 
iy fortifying, and will become a fixtreffi ^ 
great ccmfequcM^e, if the works fhould ^ver 
be completed* But it ieems as if the Swbdes^ 
in all their undertakings, formed plans much 
too great and exp^ifive for their finances ^ 
and power ; and confequently, that they fdk 
dom ^{^n finifli wl^t they begin. Such hae 
been tl^e fate of Carlfcrona, Trolhastta^ and 
Sveaborg ;- and, perhaps, L^ndfcfon^ wiH 'Sh^ 
niih another itfftance of thek* attempting to 
cxecutt what exceeds their revenue. 
. The obj^dt of the works now carrymg on 
at Landfcrona is to ereft dr fortrefs, vASch flialT 
command the whole coaft of ScaDia lying op- 
pofite to d>6 Ifle of Zealand, and to form a 
harbour for gallies. 

The old fortrefs or citadel mounts fcventy- 
four guns, and requires a garrifon of two or 
jthree hundred men. 

- . • :!Fhe 
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The harbovir lies between the contment and 
SI fmall ifland about half a mile in circumfe- 
rmce« and is at leaft twenty feet in depth, and 
wall form a very conunodious ftation for the 
gallies. 

This harbour is to be protected by a new 
citadel on the fmall ifland. For this purpoie 
the idand is encircling with walls and baftions 
of hewn granite. The works are veiy labo* 
rious and expenfive $ for the ground being a 
morafsi the ifland muft be drained by means of 
windmills, and the foundations of the fortifica- 
tions and buildings be laid on piles. The 
town alfo, towaixls the land, is encircling with 
an eztenflve range of fortifications, no lefs ex^ 
peofive and difficult than the former. 

Being from former experience well acquaint** 
ed with the mode of travelling in this country^ 
we f^nt forwards our Englifh poft-chaiie from 
Copenhagen to Stockholm, and purchafed for 
ouriielyes two finall peaiant*s carts, each pro« 
vided with an arm-chair hung upon fpringsi 
In th^fe vehicles we weiit ufually at the rate 
of eight or nine miles in an hour, and not un^ 
frequently travelled from eighty to a hundred 
miles in lat day. 
£rwpd» the capital of Scank, is efte«me4 
Ail 4 the 
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the moft antient town in Sweden^ according to 
an old proverb, that when our Saviour war 
born, Lund was in its glory. The fimil^ity 
of the genitive cafe Lunden, to the name of 
the English capital, has led fome antiquarians, 
to conjecture, that London derived its appella- 
tion from this place. 

Lund contains fcarccly more than 800 in* 
habitants, carries on but little trade, and is 
principally fupported by its univerfity, efta- 
bliihed by Chalrles the Eleventh, and called^ 
from the name of its founder, Academia Caro^^ 
imaijrot&orum. There are twenty-one profcf- 
fors^ and three hundred ftudents. The library 
contains 20,000 volumes. 

The botanical garden is by no means in a 
floilrifhing ilate, the number of plants not 
exceeding 1200. 

Lund is an archbifhopric. The cathedral 
is an antient irregular building, raiied at dif- 
ferent intervals. The clerk did not omit to 
carry us into a fubterraneous chapel, with a 
vaulted roof fupported by grotefque pillars^ 
on two of which are the figures of a man and 
woman carved in ftone, ftretching out their 
arms,, as if they were attempting to puU down 
the pillars. Thde grotefque figures Irn^ given 
... rife 
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rife to the following legend:— A giant built 
the chapel, at the requeft of the firft biihop^ 
on condition that the latter ihould promiie to 
give him either the fun and moon, hi$ two 
eyesy or find out his name. When the build- 
ing was nearly finifhed, the biihop, who had 
not yet found out the giant's name, walked in 
the environs of the town in great anxiety to a 
neighbouring eminence, and happened to hear 
the giant's wife call her hufband by the name 
of Fin. Elated with this difcovery, he re- 
turned to the town, and faluted the giant by 
his name. The latter was fo enraged, that he 
endeavoured, with the aflSftance of his wife, to 
puljl down the chapel ; but in their firft at- 
tempt they were turned into ftones. 

The following account of profeflbr Retzius 
was communicated by my learned friend Dr* 
Pulteney. 

*• It was in the univerfity of Lund> that 
** Linna&us acquired, at a very early age, the 
^* firft fyftematic ideas of Natural Hiftwy, 
" under profeflbr Stobseus ; and he lived to fee 
^ his ^vourite ftudies beginning to flourifli 
^ in that feminary, under the influence of one 
•* of his own pupils. He had lamented in 
** his writings, that in a fltuation much more 

" favourable 
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^ favourable than that of Upfda» as being ^lur 
" degrees more ibutherly, the ganden of Lund 
^ had not rifen to fome eminence. 

*^ His regret on this occafion will probably 
*• be foon done away by the zeal ami exertions 
^ of the prefent profefTor of natural hiftory^ 
•* Dr. Andrew John Retz. This gentleman 
** probably received his taftc for natural fci- 
^^ ence from his father ; who> with two ad-- 
•• junds, in 1729, at the expence of Stobaeos, 
^ investigated . the whole province of Scania 
** in fearch of plants. 

** Retz firft made himfelf known to the 
** litoary world, by a paper publiflicd in the 
" 25th. volume of the Swedifh Adi$ for thd^ 
** year 1764, on the Preparation of SaJep 
** from the Ripots of the Orchis Morio^ (Mea- 
** dow Orchis) i to which he gave a clearnefs, 
^* anil mucilaginous property, equal tp what is 
" fcea }Xi the 3alep of the Eaft. 

" Soon after this time M. Retz gave lec- 
" tores, in natural hiftory and pharmacy, in 
^ the univerfity of Lund; on .which occaiion 
" he pubUftied in 8vp. 1769, * An Abftradl, 
^^ or enlarged Syllabus, of the Elements dT 
" Pharmacy:' an art, for the teaching of 
'* which, profeiibri^ps are eftablifhed in the 
" univeriities of Sweden. 

^* In 
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^ In the &me year he published a tn&, on 
*^ the race Plants of &:ania, in the coUeding 
^ of whicht he wa« affifted by two of his 
^ friends^ It was printed in the Swedifh 
" Afls, vol. 30. 

^ About thefame tune he alb read iedures 
'^ indsemiiliy; add was appointed Demon^ 
** ftrator in the botanical garden. 

*^ In 1772 he wrote, in theSwedifli tongue, 
** an * Introdudion to the Knowledge of the 
^ Animal Kingdom/ 8vo. pp. 136. This 
^ was intended to familtari2;e the zoological 
'* iyftcm of Linnaeus to his oountrymcn. 

^* In the 31ft volume of the Swcdifli Afts; 
^ anno 1770, * Obfervations on a Paper writ^ 
*• Un by M. Mounet, concerning the Method 
^* of preparing Corrolive Sublimate, intbemot/i 
•* way I and in the fame volume, ^ Experi-* 
•* ments on the Tartar of Wine, and its 
^' Acid.' 

*< In 1774 was publifhcd, in the form of an 
** academical diflertation, the firft fpecim^ of 
'* his Objkrvatioms Botanical a work which 
" was afterwards enlarged, re-publiihed, and 
** occafionally continued, as will be noticed in . 
^^ the fubfequcnt part of Ais account. 

^^ Soon after diis time, academical honours 

»^ were accumulated on our author. He bc- 

8 '* came 
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•f came one of the royal profefibrs in the uni- 
** vcrfity of Lund» and fecretary to a Ph^j^o- 
^* graphical Society eftablifhed in the fame 
** place. He had been chofen fellow of the 
" Medical Society of Copenhagen; of the 
** I^atura Curio/brum of Berlin; and corre- 
*♦ fponding member of ,the Oeconomical So- 
" ciety of Leipfic. 

•* In 1779 he printed Fhra Scandsnavia 
** Prodromus^ 8vo; pp. 300. Retzius calls 
«* this Flora the outline of a larger work» in 
^ which he meditated to defcribe the plants of 
'* Sweden, Lapland, Finland, Pomerania, 
•' Denmark, Norway, Hol&tia, Iceland, and 
** Greenland, after the example of Linnaeus in 
^* the Mantijfa^ and of Pollich in his ' Plants 
" of the Palatinate.' In this Prodromus few 
** fynonyms are introduced, but many obier- 
<« vations, which evince, the fcientific genius 
«« of the author, and his clofe adherence to the 
*• principles of his great mafter at Up£ila. It 
•* is fuch a fpecimen as would induce the bo- 
** tanii(b of Europe to wi£h the author may 
'* pcrfefl: his fcheme. 

^ After the publication of this work, he 
^ was complimented by Dr. Thunberg, the 
«< fucceflbr of Linnaeus, with the applica* 

•' tioa 
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^ tion of his name to a new genus of pkntSy 
*' nearly allied to the Convolvulus. It is dc- 
*« Icribed, and figured in the fecond volume 

of the jiSfa Nunclenjia. 
In 1783 the author's Prolegomena in Pbar^ 

macologiam Regni Vegetabilis were printed at 
** Leipfic; and in 1786 tranflated into the 
•* German tongue, and publiihe4 with notes, 
^' by J. F. Weftftrumb. 

*' In 1779 M. Rctz publifhed an enlarged 
*' edition of his Fafciculus ObfervationumJBo-- 
•* tanicarum^ fol.— This work has been con- 
^ tinued to the fifth Fafciculus^ which was 
"' printed in 1789, the whok containing 200 
** pages, and 16 plates of new plants* The 
** authbr tells us, that lie had heard Linnxus 
** repeatedly exprefs his wiihes, that all the 
*' plants in his own Herbarium had been de- 
^* fcribed in ' that coacife way, of which he 
*• had (hewn the model in his Mantijfai and 
^* which the reader may fee completely exem- 
** plified in our own kingdom, by Mr. Curtis, 
** in his jnoft excellent work the Flora Lon- 
•* dinenfis^ and not lefs fo by Dr. Smith, in 
*^ his Icones Plantarum haSienus inedita. 

'* The defign of Retzius, in thefe obferva- 
1* tion?, was to corred fuch miftakes as he 

^ met 
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'* met with in the Speaes Pkntarum of Lki- 
'^ i»us, and in othor ^jaKxkrn authors ; a&d 
*'. to defcribe new plants in the method aboTe- 
" mentioned. Linnaeus the Elder, to whom 
" our author had pointed out Uyc^ errors in the 
^ 1 3 th edition of the Sjfiema Ve^etab^m^ had 
'* cxpreffed his appfobatioo of his fchemei aid 
y with great candour exhof ted. him to coii^ 
" his refearches. Byfome ftraage iatali^ Ae 
'*' errors of [this edition reniamed unfiioriedied 
*^ in the Supplem^t ^andan the 14.^1 e^tion 
" .9f the S^^ema^ in 1784, -j^teius's wwk is 
^^ et>riched with tlxe deicr^tipns of maivjf n«r 
^^ plants, coamiuni^ted by ievei;^ hand^r but 
^ principally firqm Dr^r Koervig, phyfician to 
•* the Daniih miffion pf Traj>qi«|bjup > f^rticu- 
" larly in the ^}v^,,F4fckuiuSf with a de- 
" ijcriprtion of thirteen fpeci^^iof the Seita^ 
'^ mineiZj or fpice . plantjs of the ingtUMdrmis 
«f ^ clafs. To the gre^ lofc of fcience this inofl 
" a^c^rate and'^.indefatigabk natwsilift, whefe 
" diligence and fkill hfas far%.b^rt equalled, 
*' died at Tmnquebar in July 1785. In thefe 
** Fajciculh Retzius. has fucceeded 'to a de- 
'' gre^ that has procured his book sidniiflion 
'^ into the coHe£tions of all crifics in Aefe 
*• ftudies throughout. Europe j and fisced his 

" charadter 
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«< chara&er as- a peifeQ: mafter of the LlniUEaa 
*' fyftcm* Until a more perfeA edition of the 
*' Species Plantarum. fees the light, Retzius's 
^* Obfeivations may be confidered as a necef- 
** iary Supplement ,to the works of Lin- 
" naeus. 

*• In 1784 the profcifor printed, at Stocks 
^^ holm, his ^ Lcdures on the ievertl Kinds 
** of Worms which infeft the human Intef^ 
** tines/ It i^ not within my. fcope to dweU 
<« on this fuhjedt. It mufl be fufficient to 
^ obferve^ that the aiithcM: has- taken much 
^^ pains to concenter, as it were, in this fmall 
^* trad, all that Teemed to him valuable in 
^^ preceding authors ; and after defcriting 
^* eleven fpecies of thefe noxbus animals^ with 
** the utmofl accuracy, he has fubjdned much 
<< valimbk infomution on this fubjed frpoi 
^ his own ohfervations, aini reaibnings there*. 



on." 



Our journey lay through ChriiHanftadt and 
Lundt The variety of the country, the wildnefs of 
fome of the views, the beauty of others the fer^ 
tility df the fmall vallies^ and the romantic ap--. 
pearance of the overhanging rocks, formed^ nfoft 
jdeafing and agreeable contraft. Altho&gh the 
baiur of the foil is entirely g^mte^^aiul vaft 

fragments 



368 TRAVELS INTO SWEDBN, B. $. 

fragments of rock ovcrlprcad the i&cc of the 
whole country, yet the fuperficics is princi- 
pally green. In feme prts juniper bufhes 
over-run the foil, in others large forefts of 
oak and pine ftart from die crevices of the 
rock, where there fcarcely appears nutriment 
for the fmalleft vegetable. The vallies, nu- 
merous but fmall, abound with' com and pas- 
ture. It was hay harveft, every atom of foil 
was employed 5 and I obferved feveral pea- 
fants making hay upon a flip of land, which 
could almoft be covered with a fhefet ; and here 
and there a Hone five or fix fctt high over- 
fhadowing a^(f//of corn. 

In our route frorfi Carlfcroha ' to Calmar, 
wc paffed through large forefts of lofty pines 
and firs, which were planted by the hand 
ef nature, and fcarcely intermixed wjth any 
other trees, excepting in the environs of the 
villages. Thefe pines appeared extremely lofty 
in comparifon with the narrawnefs of the 
road which winded at their fbet, and was over- 
fliadowcd by the branches converging to, and 
almoft touching, ieach other. 

July 25. As we approached Calmar, vro 
emerged from the gloom of the fbreft, and 
burft upon a fine view of the^fea, with a diftant 

profpcdt 
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profpeft of the Iflc of Oeland; Tfie weather 
was delightful, the fea calm^ and numeroiis 
vcflels covering the furfece of the waters to 
the fartheft extent of the hori^Ori rendered 
the fcenery as animslted ai it wa$ beantifuL 

Calmar, feparated from thfe Ifle of Oeland 
by a ftrait about feven miles broad in its nar- 
roweft part, is a fmall town fcarcely a mile iri 
circumference, but ftrongly fortified: Thti 
ramparts are at prefent unprovided with guns, 
which have been lately removed to Landfcrona 
and Chriftianftadt, from the rumour of a Danifli 
war. TThe ftreets crofs each other at right 
angles. The town contains 450 houfcs. The 
inhabitants carfy on a fmall trade, and pofTefs, 
l^fides fmall craft, about fcventy vefTelSi from 
] 00 to 300 tons burthen. 

Calmar is celebrated in the hiflory of the 
north, for hcing the fflace where the depu- 
ties of the three kingdoms of Sweidcn^ Den- 
mark, and Norway^ were appointed to aflem- 
^ ble for the eledion of a kbg^ according to the 
union of Calmar; an union as favourable to 
Denmark, as it was contrary to the interefls 
of Sweden : it Was upheld by the vigour and 
abilities of Margaret, but, under her weak 
and unwarlike fucceffors^ entailed upon Sweden 
ft feries of convulsions and troubles^ until it 

Vol, IV. Bb was 
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was finally diflblved by the valour and pru- 
dence of Guftavus Vafa. 

A!>out half a: mile from the town is th^ 
caftle, landing oh an eminence, the only re- 
mains of the antient magnificence of Calmai;. 
The building has been conftrudted at dificrent 
intervals^ ajid^ contains a motley mixture of 
Gothic and Grecian architecture. I obferved 
ovqy one of tljte doors an infcription, John III^ 
1568. Parts of the manfion, however, arc 
much older, as the apartment in which the de-r 
j)utiesof the three kingdoms ufcd to aflembk 
ftill fubfifts : It is 94 feet long, and 3^0 broad. 
Th^s palace, once the refidence of the celebra- 
ted Margaret, and fo remarkable in the hiflory 
of this country, is now converted i»tQ a dif* 
tillery. 

. Inftead of proceeding by the diredfc . road 
from Calmar. to Stockholm, we mtide a cir- 
cuit through • the ; interior parts of Sweden, 
the provinces of Smoland and Eaft Gothland, 
and -pafled through Jonkioping, Wadftena, 
Medwi, Linkioping, and Nordkioping; 

In traverfing Smoland, it was curious to 
obferve the immenfe trafts of forefts of pine' 
and fir; the approach to the villages, an- 
nounced by groves of oak, beech, and birch i 
and the: numerous ^ plots or parterres of ara- 



ble land among paftures and rocks, t have 
frequently obferred an acre of ground laid 
but with alternate flips of rye, barley, flax^ 
hemp, the intervals between and around Ibwri 
with grafs; I paflfed many fpots in v^hich the 
trees were cut down tod burning in order to 
manure the foil; and fender it fit for palture 
or corn. 

An iritelligeiit traveller*, fpcakiiig of tHe 
agriculture of Sniolandi fiiys, ** I foiind a tolera- 
" ble foil in Smdlarid, without fand or heath i 
•* but the large detached ftones and mafles of 
^* granite V^ith which it is overfpread, render 
^* the gfeatcft paft unfit for the pldUgh; Iii 
** the crevices of thcfe ftone^, and between 
^^ the piiks and fir, underwood grows rapidly; 

^* The peafanb feled: a fpot of ground in 
^^ the midft of the fofefti cut down thd treesi 
" ftrew them over the ground, arid burn theni 
" when dryi They dien dig the earth be-. 
*^* tweert the ftones with a fpade, fow and har- 
** row it with rakes> and obtain a good crop 
" of com fdr two fuccefSve years. . The ground 
** is then converted into pafture, and is chiefly 
^^ employed iri feeding cattle; which, both in 
♦^ this province and Hdlatid^ thrive well,. 

. * Profeflbr Buefch, of Il#inii3urgh. 

B b 2 '* m^ku 
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" make a good appearance^ and form an ad- 
" vantagepus article of export. Thcfe fpots 
**. of land thus converted arc called Swedja 
•* Landj or burnt" land, and in the fpace of 
" fifteen years are again covered with wood^ 
" This mode of culture has been ufually cen- 
•* fured by many travellers, as very unprofit- 
^' able and detrimental, but without fufficient 
** reafon ; for many of thefe fpots cannot be 
** ufed to any other purpofe, being too ftony, 
** and the trees of little value." 

Veils are conamonly worn in Sweden, not 
only by the ladies, but even by the female 
peafaats when at work in the fields; a cuf- 
tom which ftrikes an Engliih traveller for 
its. Angularity, but which is ufeful in thcfe 
parts, in order to fliade the eyes fix)m the 
glare of the fnow in winter, and from the 
rays of the fun, fo ftrongly reflefted fi"om 
the rocks, in fummer. 

As we approached Jonkioping, on the 
third day's journey from Calmar, the coun-^ 
try became fomewhat lefs forefty, and the 
views more extenfive, though not lefs rude 
and rocky. About a mile from Jonkioping 
wc came to the top of an eminence, whole 
fummit was covered with fir, and its feet 

with 
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with beech and oak. We looked down 
upon that town, lying beautifully between two 
fmall lakes, and at the ibuthern extremity 
of the Wetter, a lake of an oblong fhape, and 
of fuch length, that it appeared like an arm of 
the fea. It is at Icaft i oo miles in length, and 
from fix to twenty*fix miles broad ; its fhores 
•are gently doping, and moftly clothed with 
firs. 

Jonkiopiiig* is the capital of Smoland, and 
the feat of the parliament or fuperior court 
of juftice for the kingdom of Gothland. The 
town is no more than two miles in circumfe- 
rence, and contains about 3000 inhabitants. 
The hbufes are moftly of wood, cotyered with 
turf. Excepting the houfes in the largeft 
towns, and gentlemen's feats, few of the build- 
ings in Sweden are roofed with tiles. They 
are principally covered with turf or mofs, 
no thatching being ufed, as both too dear, and 
dangerous in cafe of fire. In order to keep 
out the rain, large layers of birch bark arc 
Ipread over the timber- work of the roof, un- 
der the covering of turf or mofs. Thefe turf 
jroofs make a fingular appearance, many of 
them producing herbage, which is occafionally 
B t> 3 ; C^' 



cut for the ufe of the cattle. I obferved a few 
ornamented with flowers. 

In quitting Jonkioping, we coafted the 
weftern fhorcs of the Wetter, through a hilly, 
ftony, but well cultivated and woody country^ 
the road fometimes rupning clofe to the margin 
of the water, fometimes carried over the fteep 
precipices which forai the fliores of the lake. 
The vaft expanfe of water, which near Jonkio- 
ping is too uniform, was partly broken by an 
ifland about feven miles in circumference, and 
the view was diverfified with a fmaller lake. ' 

The fmall town of Wadftena,- on the bor- 
ders of the lake Wetter, is remarkable for its 
"caftle, a fingukr building, defended at the 
four corners by round towers, covered with 
4hiall domes. This caftle was built in 1544 
by Guftavus Vafa, and inhabited by his fori 
Magnus, who was infane. The church, a 
large hahdfome building, contains Jiis fepul- 
chre, and the remains of Qitharine, wife o£ 
Charles Canutfon, and of Philippa queen ojF 
Eric tlie Thirteentli. 

The lake Wetter, like all inland pieces of 
Water furrounded with hills or mountains, ia 
fubjeft to fudden ftorms in the ftilleft' weather. 
Supcrftition or credulity not unfrequently find 
" ' * "" * caufes 
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caufcs fopall phaenomena of nature ; and I was* 
informed at Copenhagen, that thefe fudden 
ftorms on the lake Wetter were occafioned by 
a fubterraneous communication with the lake 
of Gohftance, in Switzerland ; for it had been 
diicovered, by a regular feries of correfpon- 
dence and ohfervation, that when the waters 
of one lake arofe, thofe of the other fell in 
the fame proportion ; and that frequently the 
waters of the Wetter were violently agitated 
without, the kail wind, or any apparent caufe, 
until information arrived, that at that very 
time the lake of Conftance had been difturbed 
by a tempeft. The perfon who gave me this 
information further added, in favour of this* 
phenomenon, that fimilar plants were ablerved 
to grow ipontaneoufly in the neighbourhood 
of each lake; and that the fanr.e filh were 
Jikewife. caught in both lakes. 

On my arrival at Wadftena I found a gen- 
tleman, to whom I had a letter, ftrongly 
imprefTed with tlie truth of this account, 
and particularly affirming, that a feries of 
<porre^ondence and obfervation had eftablifhed 
its truth. But when I requefted a fpecific 
.proof, I found that his affertion was principally 
i;rounded on tradition ; and that no correfpon- 

B b 4 dencc 
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dence on the fubjedl had been carried on by 
any perfon now alive, but by the great-grand-r 
father of fome inhabitant of Wadftena. 

I fliottld not have thought this idle ftory 
worthy of mentipn, if the faft had not been 
pofitively affirmed by perfons of fpme note 
at Copenhagen ; if it was not the generally 
rpceived opinion at Wadftena; and if ibme 
travellers had not been fufficiently impofed 
ijpon tq relate it in their travels. 

At Motala^ we croffed the river of the 
Canine name, which iffues from rfie Wdtter^ 
and is not navigable for the finalleft veflelS| 
and fpon arrived stt Medwi, the Sw^dilh 
fpa. 

Medwi is pleafantly fituatcd in a gently 
Moving and richly wooded country. The lodg- 
ipg-houfcs form one ftreet of un^orm wooden 
buildings painted red. The walks and rides 
are 4elightful, particularly to the hanks of the 
Wetter. The waters pf the Spa are vitriolic 
and fulphureous. 

The j^guktions of %hxs place feem more 
calculated for the accommodations of the 
fick whq cpme to dripk the waters* than, 
for the company who affemble for pleafure, 
Bcfween five and fix io the mprning thp com- 
pany 
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pany wc awakened by. the ringing of a large 
bell^ when they ufuaUy n£e, drink the waters^ 
breakfaftt ride out, or walk. Precifely at 
twelve dinner is ierved in a large hall, to which 
dU the company repair. After dinner they 
play at cards till five, when they take their 
afternoon's airing. At feven fupper is ferved 
in the fame hall; at nine the hell rings, the 
gates are fhut, no carriages are. Emitted, and 
the company moftly retire to bed. 

We had purpofed pafling a week zvMedm, 
but the feafpn being paft, and the company 
gone, excepting* a few invalids, we continued 
our journey to Stockholm^ through Linkio<r 
ping and Nordkioping. 

Having repafled the Motala, we afcend« 
ed an eminence, and defcended into the liargeft 
and moft cultivated plam I had yet feen in 
Sweden^ fertile in corn and paflure, bounded 
by a ridge of hills, whofe fides and fummits 
are prettily wooded, and whofe feet were wa- 
tered by the Motala, forming a fucceffion of 
lakes. The plain is open, and the fields large; 
frequent churcheSj^ villages, and country featr 
occurred j and the fcene was enlivened by the 
hay-harveft. 

In the itiidil of this plain ftaru}^ the fmall 

but 
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but neat town of Linkioping, It contains 
the cpifcopal palace, the cathedral, and the 
palace in which reiides tile governor of Eaft 
Gothland. 

The axle-tree of one of our carriages break- 
ing, wp were, detained here for two hours ; 
and the night coniing on, we were, prevented, 
from pnjoying the beauties of the country, 
which appeared from the dim light of the 
ftars more rocky and hilly as we approached 
Nofdkioping, where we did not- arrive before 
one in the morning, : 

Nordkioping is one of the largeft and moft 
commercial inland provincial towtis in Sweden* 
it covets a large fpace of ground, being ten 
miles in circumference i but the hoiiies ^re 
finall and fcattered, and the inhabitants do not 
exceed io,ooo. Its fituation on the Mobsila 
^s exceedingly pidturefque. That river flows 
through the town, forms a feries of cataradks, 
and is divided into four principal Areams, 
Which encircle feveral rocky iflands, covered 
With houfes and manufadories. At the ex- 
tremity of the town it is navigable for finall 
veflels* 

Several manufactories aire eftablifhed in the; 
town : fifty-five fabrics of cloth, which em- 
ploy 
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ploy 1500 men; three fugar-houfcs ; one of 
fnuflf ; fifty mills for grinding com, which is 
exported in large quantities ; and a brafs foun- 
dcry. 

The fabric of arms mentioned by Mr 
Wraxall no longer exifts, the proprietor being 
Z bankrupt, 

A ialmon fifliery gives employment and 
f iches to many of the inhabitants, 

A few miles from Nordkioping we idcend- 
ed a high chain of granite mountains, whicii 
run froip eaft to weft ; the ftupendous maflcs 
of rocks impending over the road, highly 
jMdhirefque, rdemble the firft Alpine paflis 
in Switzerland, From the fummit we looked 
down upon the rich plains we had paffcd the 
preceding day, and the Motala winding and 
flowing into the Bay of Brunick. On defcend- 
ing this chain, we traverfed a fucceffion of 
pkins and rocks which ftretch from north to 
fouth. The plains are exceedingly fertile in 
grain' and pafture, and watered by numerous 
rivers and lakes. The villages are numerous, 
chiefly fcattered at fmall difliances from each 
other ; groupes of two or three cottages plac- 
ed on rocky eminences, and many churches 

ftanding 
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flanding fingly, in the moft pidurefque fitu- 
ations, diverfified the fccncry. 

At Filtja, the kft poft previous to our 
arrival at Stockholm^ we admired a beauti- 
ful bay of the lake Maeler, bounded by per- 
pendicukr, 'rocky, and woody banks. Th# 
lieiarer we approached the capital, the more 
defolate the coimtry appeared. It was al- 
moft entirely covered with rocks or forefts, 
exhibiting fcarcely any traces of human in- 
duftiy, excepting a few patches of com and 
paflure in the midfl: of the foreft^ and about 
a^ "dozen habitations. This dreary fcene con- 
tinued till we afcended an eminence, and canM 
upon a fudden view of the fpires of 'Stock- 
holm,' half hid by the intervening rocks and 
trees; 
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Palace of Gripfholm. — Stracgiietz— .Te^/n^^ g/* 
Steno Sture» and Charles the Ninth. — ^Bo** 
hus. — ^Marfbrand.— Uddevalla. 

THE palace of Gripfholm «(^$ a mo-* 
naftery of Carthuiians^ givenf to that or- 
4er by Steno Sture ; but a$ the friars refiiied 
an afylum to Guftavus Vafa in his diftrefs, the 
latter claimed it as the patrimony of his fa-- 
mily, and made it the &vourite place of hi$ 
refidence. The prefent king, bdng enamouTi-* 
ed of a place which was honoured with the 
prefence of his great anceftor, has lately im* 
proved and furmfhed it, and ufually pailes here 
fome months in the year- 

The palace is a Gothic building, and flands 
on a imall ifland of the Maeler, overloolcing or 
radier impending over the water. Its antient 
battlements, and four irr^;ular round towers 
covered with c^per, convey an idea of thofe 
antient caflles mentioned in romances; and 
the rccolleftion, that it was the favourite re- 

lidence 
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fidencc of Gullavus Vafa, imprclTed us with 
additional awe and reverence* 

This palace contains a curious coUedion of 
portraits : Amongft others I particularly noticed 
Chriftopher the Third ; Margaret, the Semi-i 
ramis of the North ; and Eric of Pomerania ; 
StenaSture, Junior, acteiiniffautor of Sweden; 
ieveral portraits of- Guftavusyafe, particularly 
one painted by* his ion, the unfortunate and 
accompliihed Eric the Fourteenth ; the trea-^'* 
chcrous Arfldd' Peterfon, who received, and 
endeavoured to betray Guftavus Vafa, and his 
wife, who prefervcd him ; Catharine, the be* 
Io¥^d conibrt of Eric the Fourteenth, pale 
and' de^Jicatc; Guflavus, &n -of Eric the Four- 
tecadx^.who died in RtifBa;. he da i^eptsfent^ 
in chainsy and his countenance conveys a fine 
expreffion> of mdancholy j. Jic^a tfie Third 1 
Charles tfce Ninth ; and Osrenftiem, the cele-t 
brated chancellor, 

A lai:^ hall contains thirty-fouf whole 
length portraits of the European jfavereign$ 
contcnaporary . with Gufkvus VjUk; Among 
the nmft eonfpicuouf I remarked the emperor 
Maximilian the Firft; Sigifin^id the Firiti 
kin^ of Poland; the emperor GhaHes the 
Fifdi, and^his brother. Ferdinand j: Louis, kis^ 
5 of 
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of Hungary ; Jour Elizabeth, in the bbotn of 
her youtby and much prettier than fhe is ufually 
rcprefented ; and Eric the Fourteenth, painted 

The new faloon is hung with portraits of 
the prefent foVcreigns g£ Europe, 

We were ihevm a fmaU apartment, in which 
Joh© the Third was confined ten years by hii 
brother Eric, and in which Eric klfo was^afer-. 
wards imprifoned by 6«kr of John, 

The king has- built ^an elegant theatre, in 
which plays are occasionally reprefented during 
]m Irefidence in this fpon 

Stragnetz, fourteen ttiiles from Gripfhohn, 
is a fmall town on the banks of the Maeltf « 
That lake never appeaVs a large expanfe of 
water, but is divided into numerous bays oi^ 
kilets, which feem like ib many detached lake8< 
Its furiace is. interfperfed with rocky iflands^ 
and its perpendicular banks are covered to thd 
water's edge with hanging groves ; but the eyct 
is tired with the tedious uniformity of the 
firs and pines, which form almoft the only 
trees that fringe its banks, ov overfpread its 
iflands* 

The cathedral, a large red brick biiilding^ 
with a fijuare tower roofed^with- copper, con- 
tains 
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tains the fepulchres of the adminiftrator Steno 
Sture the elder, and of Charles the Ninth. 

The jfepulchre of Steno Sture is a iarco-s 
phagus of marble, ornamented with a* fWord^ 
lielmet, and buckler. / 

His body was formerly buried in the mo-» 
naftcry of Gripfholm: when that monaflery 
was aboliihed, at the introduftibn of the pro* 
tcftant religion, it was removed to the pariih 
church of Kermbo, and in 1577 conveyed in 
ftate to this cathedral by order of Charles the 
Ninth, then duke of Sudermanland. 

Time had mouldered his tomb, and his' re- 
mains Mrere not diftinguiftied by any memorial, 
un^il the fepulchre which now covers liis aflieS 
was.ere^fted by the prcifent king. His majefty 
confidered it as a national reproach, that no 
tomb or infcription fhould be erefted in honour 
pf a man, who, in the capacity of adminif- 
trator, direded the helm of ftate during thirty 
turbulent years, and fupported the rights of 
his countrymen againft the repeated invafions 
of the Danes ; who gave to his country equal 
laws ', and, no lefs eminent for his protc(9ion of 
letters, founded the univerfity of Upfala. 

The tomb of Charles the Ninth ftands near 

the altar, on it is the equeilrian figure of il^ 

2 king 
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king in complete armour, the &me which he is 
faid to have worn in his lifd-time* 

Although the tranfcendcnt merits of Charles 
the Ninth are eelipfed by the fuperior qualities • 
of his father and fon, yet, even as the fon of 
Guftavus Vafa, apd J&ther of Guftavus Adol- 
phus, he fcems to fhine no lefs with native 
than with reflecfted luftrCi 

Compelled from neceffity to take up arms 
in conjundion with. John, and to affift in de- 
pofing Eric the Fourteenth^ yet he behaved to 
his unfortunate brother with humanity and 
deference, oppofed and condemned his aflkf- 
jfination, and openly remonftrated againft the 
indignity offered to. his remains. 

The life of C hades the Ninth was almoft a 
continued ftruggle againft civil commotions 
and foreign invafions 5 yet amidft thofe foreign 
and domeftic troubles his whole adminiftration 
was refped:ed at home and abroad^ He had 
long been the reaU while Sigifmond, who 
chiefly relided in Poland, was the nominal, 
fovereign ; until the unanimous voice of the 
nation depofed the weak and bigotted Sigif- 
mondi and raifed Charleis to the throne of 
Sweden; a meafure fo well condudted as not 
to appear efFedted by his own private intrigues^ 

Vot. IV. C c but 
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but rather the refult of national aficdion ai\d 
national neccffity. 

■ Chartes, in his condud as king, folly an- 
fwered the fanguinc expeftations of his people^ 
He was enterprifing, yet cautious in war, fa- 
gacious and decifive in the cabinet, a friend to 
humanity, yet fcvere in the punifiiment of 
crimes.. Attached by principle to the pro- 
teftant religion, Jie fupported with finnnefs its 
declining caufe, againft the perfecutions of 
John and Sigifmond, and raifed it, almoft 
drooping, again to pre-?eminence. 

Zealous to promote the interefts of his peo- 
ple, he buflt towhs, encouraged Commerce and* 
agriculture, and patronised letters. Of quick 
and lively feelings, he was fubjeft to violent 
but (hort tranfports of paflion, whicli harrafled 
bis fraifte, and finally occafioned his death. 
He died in 161 1, in the fixty-firft year of his 
age, leaving the commerce, finances, and army, 
in the mdft flourifhing ftate, and, a moft in- 
valuable legacy to his country, his fon Guf- 
tavus Adolphus. 

From Stra^gnetz we pafied through Arboga, 

Orebro, Lidkioping, Trolha^tta, and Gothe- 
borg, of which places I have already given a 
curlbry account *. 

* * See B^ Vll. c. ix- and x. 

, 8 From 
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prom Gotht:borg We made an excur fion ta 
Bohus, Marftrandi and Uddevalla, in our way . 
to Norway. 

The fort of Bohus ftands on a rocky emi- 
nence- in the lifle of Bbhus, encircled by two 
branches of the Gotha. This fort was formerly 
celebftitcd in the hiftory of Norway, as a place 
crf'coniidferableftrength^and forn^ing the frontier 
fbrtrcfs between Sweden and Norway, during 
the conflant wars in which the Danes and 
Swedes were engaged. • * 

It was a wooden fortrefs before the inven- 
tijon of gunpowder, bat in 1448 was rebuilt 
with ftone by Chriftian the Fiiil. Its fitua- 
lion is very ftrong : -it contains a garrifon of a 
hundred men. From its fummit we com- 
manded a view of the Gotha winding at the 
feet of the moft barren rocks. 

From Bohus we proceeded through a rocky 
country to Kiulthal, a fingle houfe, inhabited 
by a cuftomhoufe officer, where we ^mbarked^ 
and rowing through fmall bays and creeks, 
amid barren rocks and crags, we arrived in two 
hours at Marftrand, one of the moft extreme of 
thofe ctufters of iflands which extend 4n fuch 
numbers from the coafts of Sweden. ' 

Mai^ftrand, which for its -ftr^ngik i^ baSeid 
C c 2 the 
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the Gibraltar of Sweden, is a rocky illand in 
the Cattegate, about two miles in circum- 
ference 5 the town, which lies on the eaftern 
fide, contains about 160 houfes, and about 
1,200 inhabitants. It was declared a free 
port in 1776, and was the great refort for 
the American veflels trading to thefe parts, 
who were not permitted to enter into any 
other port of Sweden. The traffic carried on 
by thefe means enriched the town, particularly 
in 1780 and 1781. Since the peace the com- 
merce has greatly diminiilied, and the inha- 
bitants now chiefly fubfift by the herring 
fifhery, by the number ofjhips which in bad 
weather, take refuge in the harbour, and by a 
contraband trade. 

Previous to 1781 the inhabitants obtained 
confidcrable profits by fmuggling brandy into 
Sweden, the importation .of which was entirely 
prohibited in the other ports ; but as the fame 
privilege of importing foreign fpirits for the 
purpofe of exportation has been lately granted 
to Gothcbprg, MarftrandLhas loft great part of 
its contraband -tr^de. 

I Marilrand is called .a^r^^ pprf, but its ex- 
emption is merely Upaginaay ; for although all 
feffp.d.s 4fc^»dmitted,«jti). the town frise of duty, 

;..: ^ ; '. ;: yet 
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yet they cannot be exported from thence with- 
out paying the ufual cuftoms. Above fixty 
cuftom-houfe oflicers are eftabliflied, and care- 
fully examine all veflels at the time of their dct- 
parture : we underwent a very ftrid: fearch. 

The harbour is extremely fecure and com- 
modious, but of difficult entrance, and in 
tempeftuous weather dangerous, without a pi- 
lot of the place. It is capable of containing 
200 veflels, and of fufficient depth for the 
largeft. 

Each of the two' entrances which lead into 
the harbour are commanded by two new bat- 
teries. That on the north fide, which is cjuite 
finished, mounts 10 guns of 24 and 36 poun* 
ders, and could contain in time of war a gar- 
rifon of 150 men. The fouth battery, which . 
was not yet mounted, will be capable of con- 
taining 300 foldiers. The place is ftill further 
fortified by the ftrong citadel of Carlftein, 
which flands on an eminence in the middle of 
the ifland. It was built in 1682, .by Charles 
the Eleventh, and was taken by the Danes in 
171 9 ; but its fortifications have lately been fo 
confiderably ftrengthened, jhat it is now deem- 
ed impregnable. On the top of the higheft 
tower is a light-houfe^ f^om which I com- 

C c 3 |ri{^nde(J 
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xnanded a moft extenflve view of the Catte- 
gate, fprinkled in the adjacent parts with fo 
many rocks and iflands as furprized me from 
their aftonifliing number — 

" Thick as th' autumnal leaves that ftrcw the vale 
"OfValombrola**'* 

The numerous rocks and fhoals render this 
fea fo extremely dangerous, that, according to 
an accur;^te computation, above 300 veffels an- 
nually take' refuge during ftrefs of weather in 
the harbour of Marftrand. It was a pleafing 
refleftion to fee thefe rocks covered with the 
huts of fifhermen, and to confider, that the 
induftry of man had rendered fuch barren fpots 
the nurferies of many families by the profits of 
the herring fifhery. 

Having gratified our curiofity at Marftrand, 
we embarked, and returned to Kiulthal, from 
whence we continued our journey through a 
country fo exceedingly rocky and barren, that 
if I had not obferved occafional flips of corn 
^nd pafture in the fmall vallieSj I fhould have 
concluded, that the fea had only left it yefter- 
day. As I advanced towards Udde valla the 
lands becaine gradually more and more fertile, 

• Milton. - • • 

yielding 
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yielding rye, barley, and oats, fprlnkled with 
forefts of fir> and watered by fcveral lakes. 
As we pafled thefe pieces of water in the 
dufk of the evening, we obierved feveral boats 
hangmg out lights in order to allure the fifh 
into nets. ' 

Uddevalla is prettily fituated on a bay of the 
fea, and at the bottom of fome fteep rock3 at 
the extremity of a fmall but fruitful valley. 
The houfes are built of wood painted red and 
yellow ; the flreets are fpacious and airy. It 
contains about 3,000 inhabitants, and carries 
on a tolerable comn^erce,^' exporting iron, 
planks, and herrings. ^ 

As we proceeded in our journey northward 
from Uddevalla, the hills increafed in height ; 
the vallies became more confined, and lefs 
fruitful; the rocks more rugged; and the 
few pines that relieved the eye lefs tall and 
luxuriant^ 
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APPENDIX. 

MM. 
Articles of the New Form of Government 
eftablifhed in Sweden at the Revolution 

ofMDCCLXXII. 

The following form of government is an cxaft 
tranfcript of that which was tranfl^ed into 
Englifh^ by ordcir of his Swedifh Majeftjr, from 
the original, and printed for the ufe of the 
Engliih Merchants refident at Stockholm. 
Although it contains feveral expreflions and 
phrafes not perfeftly confonant to the idiom of 
the Englifli languagcj yet, as it is a ftate-paper 

- of great confequcnce, I thought it more advi- 
feable to print it in its prefent form, than to 
new-model die flyle *y particularly as there arc 
very few expreflions, the meaning of which can 
be doubted. The reader will therefore excufe 
any trifling errors in the flyle, or orthography 5 
^d not impute them to any negligence in the 
axithon 

WE, GUSTAVUS, by die grace of God, king 
of Sweden, Goths, and Vandals, &c. &c. &c. 
heir of Norway, duke of Schlefwig, Holftein, fcc. Sec. 
make it knovm, that whereas, from the beginning of Our 
reign,' We uninterruptedly have endeavoured to employ 

Our 
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Our royal power and authority to promote the-advance^ 
ment, ftrength, and welfare of this realm, as well as th« 
improvement, fafety, and happinefs of Our loyal fubjeds;. 
and that, in order to obtain this end. We havcfound, that 
the prefent fituation oF the country requires an unavoida- 
ble amendment of the Fundamental Laws, adapted to the 
above-mentioned falutary purpofe ; and therefore, after the 
moft exad and mature deliberation and reflection, We 
Jiave drawn up ^ form of government, which the^States^ 
of the realm now aflembled unanimoufly haye received 
and fworn to; which form of government, fo agreed to 
by the ftates, We gracioufly have been pleafed^ by thefe 
prefents, to approve and confirm, according |o its literal 
fenfej in the form 4ud nvmner following. 

We, -the under-written Senators and States of th^ 
ikingdom of Sweden, counts, barons, bifhops, knight? 
and nobility, clergy, chiefs of the militia, deputies of the 
towns and peafantry, here aflembled inbehalf of ourfelves 
and our fellow- fubjcdls at home, make ft known, that 
wliereas We, by a fad experience, have found, that, undeir 
the name of the blefied Liberty, fcveral of our fcUow 
fubjefts have formed an Ariftpcracy, fo much more ijoto- 
Icriible, as it hath been framed under jiccnrioiifnefs, for- 
tified by felf-intereft and feverities, and finally fupported 
by foreign powers, to the c^etpment of the whole fociety, 
and which hath brought us In the utmoft infecurity by 
the wrong interpretation of the law, and at laft might 
have led the kingdom, our dear native country, to the 
dreadful fate, which the hiftory of foviX&QC times^ an^ tt^ 
example of our neighbours, hath laid before us, had not 
the fpirit of zealous citizens, and their love to the coun- 
try, fupported by the zeal -and atchievements of the High 
^iid PuiiTant Prince ^d I^ord Guftavus IIL King of 

Swedexia 
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Siveden, Goths, and Vamdals, our mod Gracious 8ove« 
reign, faved and drawn us out of it; fo that we have tur- 
ned our thoughts upon fortifying our liberty, in a man- 
ner, that it may not be abufed by a bold enterprizing ru- 
ler, nor by ambitious, felf-intercfted, and treacherous citi- 
zens, or fptteful and haughty enemies ; but that the old 
]pingdom of Sweden and Gothia for ever may be a free 
and independent realm : therefore we have granted and 
confirmed, as we, by thefe prefents, declare and aflert this 
form of government to be an unchangeable and iacred 
Fundamental Law, which we, for us and our pofterity, 
born and unborn, promife to obey^and keep, after its literal 
fenfe ; and deem thofe to be enemies to us and the king- 
dom^ that would perfuade us to deviate therefrom, as it, 
word for word, here follows : 

I. Unanimity in religion, and the true divine worlhip^ 
is the furefl; bafis of a lawful, concordant, and liable go- 
vernment ; and therefore the king, and all the officers and 
fiibjeils of the realm, (hall, hereafter as hitherto, firft and 
foremoft be addiiled to the pure and evident word cf 
God, as it is revealed in the Prophetical and Apoftolie 
Writings, explained in the Chriftian Symbols, the Cate- 
chifm of Luther, and the unvaried ConfeiHon of Augf-* 
burg, and confirmed by the Council of Upfala, and the 
former Decrees and Declarations of the States, in order 
that the right of the church may be ftrengthened, but 
without any prejudice to the rights of the king, of tljc 
crown, or of the whole Swediih peoples 

II. The king is intitled to rule his realm as the law ot 
Sweden fays, he and no other, to fortify, love and keep 
juftice and truth 5 but forbid, abolifli, and deftroy ua- 
righteoufacfs and injury ; not to ruin any man as to his 

life 
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fife and honour, body or welferc, unlers he be lawfidTy • 
convided and judged, nor to diftrain, or fufFer to be 
dBtrained^ jfrom any m^ his good$> moveable and un- 
mov^ble^ without lawful trial and jadgment, and to rule 
Ac kingdom according to the chapter of Ae law concern- 
iilg the king's prerogative, the Swcdifli law, and this form 
of goveitiment* 

III. The order of fiicceffion to the cfown fiibfifts in- 
tfrely as it is cftabUlhed in the Ad of Inheritance, fettled 
at Stockholm AnnoDbniiifi 1543, in confortnity to the 
like Ad of Wefteras, Artio Domini 1544, and the De- 
cree of Norrkoping, Anno Domini i6o4. 

IV. Next to the king's rtajefty, ifte^reateft refpe<a 
hadi been of old, and fhall "be hereafter, paid to the fena- 
tors tH the realm ; and them the king alone creates and 
defls of native Swedifti khighthood and nobility, bound 
to his tnajdfty by fidelity, loyalty, and allegiance : and 
Aough they cannot be determined to a fixt number, be* 
cauie fo Dfrany may be conftitut^ as the need and dignity 
of the fcrngdomrequires ; yet they ordinarily oaght to be 
fiventeen, inchifive of the high officers of the realm, and 
the lord-Uetitenant of Pomeranla» The chief care of all 
thefe ^U be to ildvife his majedy in all the important 
afiatfs and concerns of the kingdom, whenever it pleafeth 
his majefty to confult them ; to kfTert all rights of the 
realm, to advife all that is moft advantageous for him and 
for the kingdom, dftbr tbe'beft of their judgement; to in- 
fluence the ftates and the people to loyalty and willing- 
nefs; to be careful of the right, majefty, independency, 
advantage, and flourifliingftate of the king and die realm : 
2[nd thus,actording to what the Decree of the Diet of the 
year i6o2 fays, -adrife, as then: duty demands, but not 

rule. 
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rule, for M Vei^, dlie ioftton kre Ukxtid t6 tUe kin|r 
alone, and ix^^Mk to him only fbr their cdiinfel^ ; yet 
tfie king ^h6t rtprOAch^ br ittipvltt t6 tHeih any bad Ciic:^ 
ce6, Which may ha^p'pen agMrift their fuffr^ge^, expedii. 
tfons, ihbti^htK, arid dpfnlbVi'si %rmed ui^b'fi gosA re^ohs, 
ef{>dcianytf tibeekecotloh ot ^doA cbOrtfefe d6es n6t reich 
die pr&|)dfed ^M,1>y t&e^ulVof him t6^h6'ibit is'enjbbi:. 
ci aifd corifimahdiri to p'erforti and ekecilte item. 

V. The ibh^ is entitled to goVerh^aWdVtiTe, laVe aiid 
prQ)te<% ibWAs 'anVtiCbiiiltrie^, and sdl %e i^gfiiCs :^p{}ertain* 
injg t6 him iAd t6 die Ci'bwM, sOrcordin^ to die iiir anA 
diis form bf '^oVeMment. 

VL Wher^ Ae negotiations ot pcfSwfe, truces, and al- 
nahcesotferiLfiVeafid drfenfive, feW6m Bear the leaft delay, 
and neceflarfly requfre the greateft fecrecy, his rriajeftjr 
therefore confults vriih the feitaiors in 'ftdfe Important 
matterii, and, having pondered and colt^^d their fuf- 
frages, takes fuch peafures and expediei^ts, as he himfelf 
thinks to be the beft and mpft ufefUl for the kingdoiA ; yet 
if, in tiidfe important matters, the fenate ihould pro^e^ 
unanimous iii an opihioti, opi^fitt^ to his rhajeily^ then 
his majefty yields to their fentiment ; "but if the adVic^ 
(bould prove different, then his majefty decides, and ap* 
pt'oves of that opinion Mich he himfelf thiilks die beft 
. and moft advantageous. 

* VIL If the king is a foreigner, lie ntay hot go out of 
h^s kingdom without the knowledge and confent of the 
(iatcs of the realm jbdt if he is a nktiVe Swede, then he 
only needs to communicate his rcftdutit>n to the fenlite, 
and perideive its advici^ in the manner let down in the 
fcregoiugVL ' r ■ ^ * - 

VIII. 
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VIIL And that all occurring bufinefe may be perfor- 
mecty.by his majefty, with the more aftiyity and order^ the 
affairs are to be divided between the fenators in the man- 
ner his majefty thinks mofi ufeful and proper i his ma- 
jefty,as the head of the kingdom, only being accountable 
to God and the country for his ruling it ; and in all thefe 
affairs^ when his majefty hath eoUefted the opinions of 
the fenators, ^ho are acquainted with thofe matters, and 
called by his inajefty to ponder them, his majefty hath the 
deciflve voic^ ; yet herefrom (hajl be excepted all the 
juridical cafes judged at the ICing's benches, courts mar- 
tial, or any other of the tribunals in thd kingdom, and 
which come in the laft inftance to the final decifion of 
the high revifion of juftice, which always corififts of feven 
fenators, that have been employed in juridical offices, and 
are reputed to be juft and /killed in the law, and where his 
majefty himfelf hereafter, as before, is prefent, having 
there but two voices, ai^, when the opinions prove even^ 
the decifive votp* 

iX. ft appertains to the king's majefty alone to do afts 
of grace, and to give pardon, to reftore honour, life, and 
goods, in, all crimes, which are not evidently contrary t# 
the holy word of God* 

A* All the highet offices, from lieutenant-Colonel to 
field-marflial, both inclufive, 2^d all their equals in the 
ecclefiaftical and civil order, are in the king's gift, in the 
fitting of the fenate^ after th^ following wife ;— When si 
place is vacant, the fenators ought to take notice of the 
capacity and merits of all perfons tliat fuefor fuch placesj 
and who may come into coiifideration, and make report 
thereof to his majefty j and his majefty, having in the fe- 
nate indicated the perfon who is come in his. gracious 

remembrance. 



AUTXCLVS OF tH£ SWJBDI^H COVSiNMEKT. ^ot 

ttmembnuice to be advanced to the fame place, the fena-i 
tors give their confiderations thereupon in the prot«col^ 
but without any further votation. To all other em* 
ployments the colleges, and other perfons concerned, 
propofe to his majefty three perfons of the moft ikilled, 
worthieil, and beft qualified for the vacant place, tbat are 
to be found ; onr which occafion, fomebody or other of^ 
merit, befides thofe of the college, may be remembered; 
and all others that feek for the preferment, and are com- 
petent, may be named. In the regiments, the propofal^ 
to the vacant poft is to be made according to the ftatute 
of King Charles XII. of the 6th November 1716. If, 
in.the propofing,anyraan ihould be found to be injured, 
and without reafon negleded, the refpedive perfons con- 
cerned ihall be accountable for it. Out of the foliciting^ 
perfons his majefty chufeth him that he thinks the moft 
qualified. But a)l the other lower offices, of which the 
colleges, chapters, and colonels df the regiments, as well 
as other bodies, before the year 1680, have been ufed to 
difpofe, may be now and hereafter in their particular gift^ 
Foreigners, being princes or other perfons, may not here- 
after be employed in the commiffions of the crown, neither 
in the civil nor military ftate, except in his majefty *$ 
courts if they be not by eminent and great qualities able 
to do fignal honour and notable fervice to the kingdom. 
To all thefe places ability and experience (ball only open 
the way, without any regard to favour or birth when 
they are not accompanied with merit. The election of 
the arch-bifhop, biibof^s, and fuperintendants^ (ball pro-- 
ceed after the former cuftom^ and his majefty alone no-* 
jninates one of the three who are propofed to him by the 
perfohs concerned. The preferment of the paftors of pa-> 
riihes ih^l be entirely according to the form of govern-* 
Vol. IV, . Dd men! 
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ment of the year 1720, and the odier ftatut^ conceming 
thcfe afTairs enaded after that time. 

XI. The king alone is entitled (o ennoble thofe that 
by loyalty, virtue, valour, learning, ^nd experience, have 
made themfelves well deferving of the king and the 
country ; but whereas there is a great multitude of 
noblemen in Sweden, his Majefty vouchiafes to reftrain 
diis number to one hundred and fifty : and the order 
of nobles may not deny introduction to thefe one hundred 
and fifty new families : likewife the nobility may not 
deny introdudHon to the noblemen his majefty will create 
counts or barons, and who by great and eminent merits 
have deferved it. 

XII. All affairs, here above not excepted, are to be 
reported to his majefty in his cabinet; or in one of the 
divifions in the fenate, when his majefty thinks it more 
proper ; or, if his majefty fhould be pleafed, to advife 
witlf a greater number of fenators ; but in that cafe 
they Ihall always be 'deemed to have been propofed in the 
cabinet, 

XIII. The realm being large, and the afiairs many, 
and of greater importance than that the king alone can 
be able to examine and clear them all, he needs oiEcers 
and governors to al&ft him. 

XIV. For the diligent attendance, performance, and 
expedition of the affairs, certain colleges are inftituted, 
who^ like the arms of the body, extend Aeir cire to aU 
that is to be done and executed in the kingdom. They 
have right and power, every one in their funSions, in 

the 
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the name of the king, and in what relates to their charges 
an4 office, to cpmmand the officers under them, and to 
keep them who are under their care and dire^ion, to the 
performance of their duty, to demand account of their 
expeditions, and to give his majefty all neceflary and 
defired notice, as well of thofe as their own buiined. 

XV. In the King's Bench, which is the king*s highefi 
court of judicature, is to be one prefident, who, by learn- 
ing and fkill in the law, has made himfelf a qualified 
judge ; and has, for his affiftants, one vice^prefident, 
and the ufual counfellors and aflefibrs of the King's 
Bench. Thefe high tribunals, every one in their places 
have in(pe(Stion and care that juftice may be accountably 
aiid well adminiftred, according to law and eftablifhed fta* 
^tes ; which, without mlfinterpreting, muft be obferve4 
and kept in the judgements after the true and literal fenfe ; 
{nfomuch, that the courts of King's Bench, without pro- 
ft, felf-intereft, or other confiderations, do juftice to every 
body, as they fhall be anfwerable before God and the 
king, left unrighteoufnefs might ruin the land and the 
jcingdom. A nobleman may never, in arraignments of 
capital caufes, be judged in any other court than thai 
of the King's Bench, intirely as the privileges and 
ilatute relating to law-fuits of the year 16 15 prefcribe^ 
gnd commands ; yet tlie trial may be made in loco^ an4 
no other criminal cafes than thofe touching life and ho-^ 
nour be brought thither. It appertains likewife to the 
King's Bench to have a narrow^ infpet^ion over the in* 
ferior judges in the cities and countryj as well as cxe-^ 
cutors; and when any thing is done by them out oJF 
imprudence, blundering, or avarice, they muft imme^ 
diately be fued, judged, and puniftied as the cafe requires.} 
|»]|t if any of them ihould be convii^d of having wilfully, 

D d a out 
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out of hatred, malignity, or for bribes, wronged the juffice,' 
and thus Wounded his confcience, and damaged his 
fellow^fubjeft on his lif^, honour, and welfare, fuch acne 
(ball not be punifhed with fines, or removal from his 
place, but with lois of his life and honour, and, according 
to the cafe, pay for his malice and mifchievoufhefe, indre- 
ly after the Swedifh law. Nor may fuch mifdemeanors 
be hufhed up or Countenanced by indulgence or im- 
feafonable mercy, left, in fo grave matters, others may 
be induced to a licentious abufe of juftice, when thej 
perceive, that, upon the offence, forfeiture and damage^ 
due cenfure and well-deferved punifhment does not fol- 
low. On the contrary, they who, out of malice, rafh- 
nefs, and revenge, fell upon the judges and executors of 
the law, in the performance of their offices, with calum- 
nious, flandering, and injurious words and writings, with- 
out being able fully to prove what they have charged 
them with, fhall be immediately and feverely puuifhed, as 
every particular cafe may require ; in order that inconfi* 
derate, malicious, and mifchievous perfons may take warn- 
ing thereat : but nobody, whofoever he is, ihall be for a 
long while kept in prifon without being put to a trial and 
judgement. And, in order that need and diflrefs may 
hot give the judge an occafionand pretence to abufe his 
office, the lawman's-judge and feffion-money, granted 
by tlie peafantry to the maintenance of their judges, fh^U 
be kept untouched, and employed to its due end, and the 
pay of the judges, after the annual lift, exa6Hy according 
"to* the afluranceof King Guftavus Adolphus, of blefTed 
memoi-y, in the ye^r 1611. The king's attornies and 
ferjeants at law may not exercife therr offices to the in- 
jury of others, and promoting their own felf-intereft : and 
if this fhould happen, they fliall be accountable for it ac- 
•cOrding'to law j 'of which the chancellor of juftipe fliail 

have 
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h^Mt a narrow inipedlion : bis ihcumbent duty it is like** 
V wife, to fee how the law and the ordinances are. oj^yed, 
and ^ve an account thereof to his majefty. The abov^- 
mentioned King's Benches ihall, hereafter as hitherto^ be 
three. The firft at Stockholm, whereto appertains the 
whole kingdom of Sweden, properly ia called in the old 
law : the fecond is always at jonkoping, whereto beloj^ 
the whole kingdom of Gothia i and the third has its feat 
at Abo, to which the Great Duchy of Finland reforts, 

. XVI. All commiffions, deputations with jurifdiftion, 
prextraordinary tribunals, either eftabliflied by the king^or 
the ftates, (hall be hereafter abolifhed, as being the means 
to further fovereignty or tyranny ; and every Swediih 
man fhall enjoy the right to be judged by that court to 
which he belongs, after the law of Sweden: but if it 
ihould happen, that any of fo high a birth, or the fenators, 
or a whole college, ihould prove guilty of fo high cripies 

^ and mifdemeanors, that it concerns the king, the realm, 
or the majefty of the crown, and that the criminal could 
not be judged neither by the King's Bench, nor by the 
fenatc, then a tribunal of the realm fhall be conftituted^ 
where the king fliall be prefent, or in his place the 
prince royal fball prefide, or the firft of the hereiiitary 
princes, or the eldeft fenator 5 and whofe members are to 
be all the fenators, the field-mar(ha], all the prefidents 
of the royal colleges, four of the eldeft counfeilors 
of the three King's Benches, one general, two of the 
eldeft lieutenant-generals, two of the eldeft major- 
generals, the eldeft admiral, the two eldeft vice-admirals, 

f the two eldeft rear-admirals, the chancellor of the court, 
and the three fecretaries of ftate; the chancellor of juf- 
tice is always follicitor ; and the eldeft fecretary of revi- 
fion (hall keep the minutes. Thjs tribunal is intitled, 
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^ trial paft, to publifli die judgettdit widi Hblb S6br% 
ppeiH and nobody may afterwards halve powar to altfer it, 
and much kfs to'makeit more fevere: his riia|dly Mft 
deprived of his prerogative to pardon* 

XVn. Next to the King's benches fbllowi the Mi- 
"Utary CdUege, ^vhere now,«s before, is to be a prefident, 
mt mafter of ordnance, the quarter-mafter-general, anA 
the wonted counfeHors of war, who muft be well ufed 
to accounts, and are efpecially to be taken out of diofe 
that are fkilled in matters of war. This college has in* 
fpeStUm and care of the land army in die kingdom, the ar* 
tillery, ufed both in the field and in the fortcefles, the btK 
dy of fortification, guns, factories, weapons, ammunitions, 
^nd what belongs thereunto, the ccmdition of the fortreSes, 
efpecially at the frontiers, caftles, and building for the 
war, the levying, tnlifting,and reviewing of fddiers y and 
ib further, according to the inftrudions, ordinances, and 
royal wfitSji sis are sJready, or may hereafter be iiliied. 

XVni. The whole land army and navy of the king* 
dom, with the high and low commanders thereof, ihall 
take the oath of fidelity and allegiance to his majefly, the 
realm, and the ftates, according to the eftablifbed form. 
The army of horfe and foot, as well as the mariners, con* 
tinues, as it is appointed, according to the fandUon, called^ 
Indelnings-Werk, and is to be maintained by 'the contracts 
made with die peafantry and the towns, which ait to be 
narrowly performed, obeyed;, and kept, until his majefly, 
with the ftates, (hall find it neceil^ry to alter diem in any 
way, , 

XIX. No colonel, or any other of the military com-r 
mandcrs, m^y, without his majefty's own order, fimunoi^' 

any 
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Mj homc'-feiit troops to aflemble^ excepted the ufiial reo- 
4evou$of the regiments, unleis in cafe of an iinexpe£le^ 
invaAon of the enemies of the kingdom, which fhall then 
he inftantly reported to his majefiy ; die chief command 
belonging to him alone over his whole army and navy, as 
it has always been ufual in former, and for the country the 
inoft fiourilbing and happy times. .. 

XX. The third college of the realm is die Board of 
Admiralty, wherein is to be a prefldent,- and the members 
gre to be all the admirals and flag-officers prefent ; but fcr 
die better managing of thefe afiairs, in his majefty'$ 
council there ihall be at leaft one fenator who hath 
ferved in th^ navy, and is experienced in. the marine. . 
This college has the infpe(5iion and care of the navy of the 
realm, with all things thereto belonging, as well the 
•boildii^g of the flaps, their equipping and furnifliing 
widi gunSy as the vicSlaaUing, die raifing of the ma- 
d*ines, the company of divers, the pilotry, and all other. 
4)ufinefs diereto> belonging, according to the inftnic- 
tions> ropl writs, and ordinances, as^are sdready, or may 
bereafter be iflued. 

XXL The fourth college is the Chancery of the 
Realm, where one of the fenators always is prefi- 
dent, having, as members, one or more of die fenators, 
■one chancellor of the court, the fecretaries of ftate, and 
the ufual <:ounfellors of chancery. In this college, all the 
fiatutes, ordinances, and receifes^ concerning the kingdom 
in general, and the privileges of particular towns and per- 
Tons, are framed and penned, efpecially commiffions for 
places, edidls, writs, and warrants : hereto belong like- 
wife all the records and rolls of the diets and other aflem-i 
blies, alliances with foreign powers, treaties \of peace 
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until enemies, the due di^Mitching of envies, aQ die eomi- 
tAs the king ordinarily takes fnom the fenators, or (bne 
of diem, and the records diereof, as well as jdl what 
IS' ifliied under his majefty's name and feal. This col- 
1^ has likewife die neceflary care for die poft-Qffices 
in die whde kingdom and* the adjacent provinces, in or* 
der diat diey, under the infpedion of the chief diredor, 
may be duly adminiftred. The fecretaries of ftate are to 
take particular care that the refolutions, according to his 
majefty's decifion, and in conformity with the records, 
may be readily and fpeedily, duly, and in good order, i/fii- 
cd, without the leaft negle£l, in what view foeverit 
jnight be. Should any perfon prove fo rafli as to iffiie 
a warrant, contrary to his maj city's decifion, and there<- 
with endeavour to furprize his majefty (which in fuch a 
multitude of expeditions, eafily might happen), the 
fame perfon fhall, after trial and lawful judgement, be re^ 
moved from his place, and puniihed as the crime defences. 
*Nor (hall, therefore, any warrant be hereafter, more than 
hitherto, obeyed and executed, without due counterfigna- 
tion, except in military affairs. This college is befides 
to follow the ordinance of the chancery, the inftrudioos^ 
writs, and royal flatutes, which are already, or may here* 
after be ilTued^ 

XXIL His majefty denominates in the fenate, but 
without voting, the prefident of the chancery, the counieU 
lors of chancery that are fenators, the chancellor of the 
court, the chancellor of juftice, the fecretaries of ftate, 
the counfellors of chancery, as well as the fecretaries of 
expeditions, and chufes them to whom his majefty has die 

• beft fruft. In the fame manner his majefty's envoys to 

* foreign courts are to be conftituted. 

xxin. 



AUTICUS OF THE SWEDISH GOTSItHMEIfT. 409 

XXIIL The fifth, college of the realm is Ae College 
of the Chamber, which has a prefident and the ufual 
-counfellors of/ the chambers. There all who have anj 
.bufinefs with the income and expences of the king and 
crown, are to receive their order and give their accounts, 
iKTCording to die inftru^ons, writs, and ordinances, hi« 
therto ilTued, or which may hereafter be enabled. The 
care and endeavour of this college fhall be to fee that the 
rents and taxes be duly, and feafonably gathered and en-** 
creafed, the ground well cultivated and improved by a 
good tillage and huibandry, in order that the Regalia Fi/ii 
may not be negleded, forfeited and purioined -, but the 
fubftance of the realm by all means amended, adapted to 
the expences, kept in order, and in due time received, fb 
that the public credit may not be loft; but that his ma* 
jefty, in cafe of need, can depend upon aid and affiftance 
as well within the kingdom as abroad. The great cuf- 
tom-houfe, with its receipt and accounts, as well as the 
petty land-'tolls and the excife^ appertain likewife, under 
the infpedion of a chief diredor, to the care of the college 
' of the chamber, where commiifions are to be given to the 
jrefpedive cuftom-houfe officers and gatherers, and due 
Security for his majefty to be obferved« 

XXIV. In the Exchequer is to be a prefident and the 
ufual commiffioners of the exchequer. Hereunto belongs 
the difpofition and diftribution of the cafh of the crown; 
.and here likewife every one that handles the king's mo- 
ney, in diie time ought to come in with their accounts 
(Foerilag) according to what their inftrudlions ordain* 
The eftimates mutt alfo in due time every year be fettled, 
and thereby the eftabliihment, or lift of the year 1696, 
be the bafis and rule ; and care be taken, that the officers 
may be paid out of the incomes and coffers of the crowq. 

BHt 
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Botdie aferc£udlift nuqriioe be-cxcccded or augmented 
fliould iiDtdie onavcidabk fervice and intereft cf die king 
and the kingdom jrequire it. In the lift ihall not only fub« 
M the determined ium for his msgefty's privy puric^ 
iiriuchalwa^i»4ieftto hismqefty's p»ticuiarwiUanddi£- 
pc£tion, but alToa fiun.annuadiy to be ap|iropnated to ex* 
tmordinary iffiies, and managed after hiis ma]dly*s under* 
written and coonterfigned order : the whole, according t» 
the inftru&icHis, writs, and ordinances, as are already, or 
may hereafter be enaded* 

XXV. His majefty denomsaates in the finate, but 
widiout voting, the prefidentand thecommiffionjers of Utit 
Exchequer, outoffuchperfons as, by feithfulnefeand OaSk 
in this interefting matter, have proved themfelves w6rdiy 
of his majefly's truft* 

XXVI. The college of the Mines Ihall likewife have 
a prefident an'd die ufual counfellors and afleiTors ; all fudi ^ 
peribris, who by learning and experience have made them- 
ielves qualified to be officers of judicature, and alfo have 
acquired a folid knowledge in metallurgic matters, and all 
the fciences thereto belonging. This college has in- 
fpe£!:ion and care of all what concerns the rifb and im- 
provement of die mines and forges. 

XXVII. The College of Commerce has alfo a prefi- 
dent, the ufual counfellors, afleiTors and commiffioners^ 
who have a confummate knowledge in the matters of 
commerce and trade. It is the incumbent duty of this 
college to take care that the commerce may proQ)er and 
increafe, that the manufactures may be fupported, the 
work-houfes well regulated and maintained, and duty 
(Licent) portory,cuflom-ordinances and taxes obferved; 

over 
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wtt and Aofe vlist teftniAiw^ wrils, and ftafeoM, 
ds are at preient prefcribed^ w iiereaftcr flail be or- 
dained* 

y 

XXVra, The Revifion of the Oiftmbcr muft fikc- 
wHe have a prefidcnt, who^ with the ufual membear^ 
t^&es carC) not only that all juridical affairs, there de* 
pending, may be lawfully judged and executed by the 
feijeants at law, but alfo that &e annual accounts of the 
crown, without any delay, from that very time they arc 
fent to the Koyal College of the Chamber, and the Re- 
vifion of the Chamber takes notice diereof, ' may be fur- 
veyed, explained, elaborated, and finally decided; al 
according to the inflrudions, writs, and ordinances, 
which are already, or may hereafter be iffued. 

XXIX. The Lord High Steward of the Realm is 
one of the fenators, in whofe infpedion, his majefly's 
court, palace, and houfehold are, and who rules, keeps,- 
and takes care of his table and fervants of the court, widi 
ail what thereto belongs. 

XXX. His Majefty's Court and Houfehold is to be 
at his own peculiar difpofition ; his majefly alone being 
able to alter, change, and reform whatever he fhould £nd 

neceflary. 

XXXI. The grand governor (Ofver-Stithallare) of 
Stodchplm, the captain^lieutenant, lieutenant and quar- 
ter nnafter of the lifeguard-man, the colonel and lieute- 
nant-colonel of the foot-guard, and alfo the colonel of 
the horfe-guard, the colonel of the life-dragoons, the co- 
lonel and lieutenant-colonel of the artillery, the general- 
adjutants 
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adjutants and. the commandants of the frontier towm> 
.are all charges of truft,. which his majefty grants or it* 
calls in fitting fenate, yet without voting. 

XXXtt. All the colleges are bound to aiSft each other 
in all what can be conducive to the good and emolument 
of the king and the kingdom^ whenever it (hall be re- 
quired and neceffary : yet one college muft not incroach, 
or do any hindrance and prejudice to the other -, but each 
attend to its bufmefs with due adivity, care, fedulity, 
feith, and prudence. The prefidents, when they arc 
prefent in their colleges, enjoy their due power and au- 
thority ; but when they are abfent in the king% or their 
.own private affairs, although they then keep the title 
and honour due to their quality, yet they cannot order, 
difpofe, and command any thing that belongs to the 
charge of prefidents, till they (hall return and be feated 
in their regular funSion. During their abfence, the 
cldeft member of the college performs, with equal right, 
authority, and effed):, all what is adherent to the charge. 
The colleges are accountable to the king for their be- 
haviour when he requires, and j(hall anfwer nobody but 
turn alone for their adminiftration* 

XXXni* The regency of the provinces is eftabliihed 
in certain governments juft as they now are conftituted; 
fo that there never, for the future, ^lall be any general* 
governor in this realm, if not on a Very peculiar emer- 
gency, and then for a fhort time : alfo (hall there no ap- 
panage, province, or governnient be beftowcd ; but the 
provinces fhall be divided in the fame governments they 
iiow, according to the Form of Regenqy de Anno ^(7^09 
- afiually are. 

XXXIV. 
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XXXIV. The prince heir apparent to the crown of 
Sweden, and alfo the princes of the royal Swedilh blood, 

•cannot have any appanage, or general-government, but 
muft depend upon fuch annual allowance that can be 
allotted them from the Exchequer, vhich money, for 
die hereditary princes, muft not be left than one hundred 
thoufand dollars S. mt. * from the day they (hall be de- 
clared of age, which is at twenty-one years, The 
princes of the Swedilh blood, who are more diftant from 
the crown, fhall have fuch an annual penfion for their 
maintenance, as can be convenient and fuitable to their 
birth. Yet they can be diiunguiflied: with the titles of 
duchies, as in old times has been in fafhion ; but without 
any right to thofe provinces whofe name they bear, 
which always fhall be incorporated under one head and 
ruler, without any diminution or feparation. 

XXXV. Concerning the fuftenance of the prince 
royal, who always is the reigning king his eldeft fon, or 
grandfon, in a dire£t defcending line, it muft be beftowed 
in the fame manner as'eftabiilhed for the late king Adol« 
phtrs Frederichus his fon's, our now reigning moft gra- 
cious king's Guftavus's the III. annual maintenance* 
And when he is come to the age of eighteen years, he 
Ihall be admitted into the council of the king. 

XXXVI. No prince of rhe Swedifli blood, although 
be may be prince royal, or hereditary prince, or of a more 
diftant line, may marry without the king's knowledge 
and confent. In the cafe any one fliould contravene, he 
ihall be judged after the Swedifli law, and the children be 
idifinherited. 

* Atom X- 41^6. 
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XXXVU. The king being fick> or sibfent upeii a 
loftig jottriiej% then die regency is to be adniiniftred hj 
dofe of the fenate> whom the king has denominated for 
that purpofe : but if the king (hould fall fipk fo fuddenljr 
that he cannot give any orders how the aiFairs of the 
Kvalm ihould be managed^ then all the warrants and de- 
crees are to be figned by the four eldeft fenators and the 
preftdent of the chancery : thefe five together are to ex- 
crcife the royal power in all affairs that require a quick 
difpatch ; but they are not intitled to denomination of em^ 
ploymems^nor to conclude alliances, before the king being 
&> reftpred to he^th, that he himfelfcan take in hands tl^ 
afiairs of government; and then thefe fhaU be account- 
able to the king how bufinefs has been difpatched* But 
if the king dies> and the prince royal is under age^ dien 
die government of the realm is to be adminifbred in the 
manner above-mentioned, unlefs that the late king had 
aade any teffamentary difpoiition ; in whidi cafe it ihaH 
be according to the king's faid teilament* 

XXXVIIL The ftates of the realm muft not foil to 
convene, when called by the king, on time and place 
indicate^ there to confult with his majefty ori iuch af- 
feirs, wliereabout his majefty defires their meeting* 
Nobody^elfe but tfae king alone (hall have the power to 
call the ftates to a public diet, except in the minority of 
the king ; then the tutors * exercife this power. But if 
the crown ihould happen to be vacant by the extindlion 
of the whole royal femilv on the male fide (for whidi 
tiii event the gracictis God beware I), then the ftates of 
the kingdom are bound, without any convocation, oa 
the 30th day after the death of the kriig, of themfelves ta 

• Cuardians. 
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meet at Stockholm, according to our zB: of conventiont 
tie dato junii 23d, 1743 > which a£l aUb e^^etCcs the 
penalty on whofoever in that cafe fhould endeavour, 
with prai^tces and confpiracies, to incroach upon the 
free eIe£Uon of the ftates. , In that unhappy event, it is 
incumbent on the wardens of the houfe of nobles, the 
chapter of Upikla, and the court pf magiftrates at Stock- 
baboy inftantly to publiih it, in all the provinces, for the 
knowledge of all who are concerned s and whereas the 
provincial governors then are obliged, each in his terri- 
tory, to make known the demife of the king to all the 
inhabitants, it is expedited, that fo many will be prefent 
before the appointed time, that they may be able to fave 
and defend the liberty of the country, and a new fuc- 
ceflbr to the crown be chofen. 

XXXIX. The ftates of the kingdom are bound, with 
£uthful concern, to leave intemerate all the royal prero* 
gatives, after the di£lates of the Swedifh law, fo that 
Aey {hall be kept in their full vigour and ftrength, ia 
order that all what in fuch manner appertains to the royal 
authority ihall be zealoufly and carefully maintained^ 
defended, and ftrengthened ; wherefore, nothing of thefe 
fundamental laws is to be reformed, augmented or dimi- 
nifiied, without the concert and agreement of the king, 
on purpofe that no unlawfulnefs might render invalid the 
ega£ted law, or the libert)' of the fubjefts, together with 
the king's rights, be invaded and fubdued ; but each be 
in pofTeiEon of his due rights and privileges ; to that end 
ail the ftatutes, from the year x68o till this prefent time^ 
w))ich have been coniidered as fundamental laws, in 
y virtue of this fliall be abrogated and rejeilei 

XL. The king (hall have no power to make new laws 

without < 
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without the knowledge and aflent of die ftates>nor abro-* 
gate an old one received formerly. 

XLL The ffates fhall have no power to abrogate old 
laws, nor to make new ones, without the king's ccmfent 
and approbation* 

XLII. When a new law is to be fettledj the following 
method fhall be obferved : if the ftates of the realm wiih 
ibr a new iiatute» then diej are to coniult among them-' 
felves^ and after they are come to agreement, the proje£b 
is to be prefbnted to his majefty by their four fpeakers^ 
for to perceive the king's lentimcnt. Hisr majefty riiere-' 
iipon afks the advice of the fenate ; and when he hintfelf 
has pondered it, and fixed his refolution, he calls the 
ftates to public meeting in the Great-hall (Riks-Salen)> 
and gives them, in a fliort (peech, his confent and agree- 
ment, or elfe the reafons for his refufal* But if the Idn^ 
Ihould propofe a new law, he is at firft to communicate 
it to the fenate ; and when the fenators have given their 
advice to the protocol, the whole matter is to be deli* 
vered to the ftates, who, after having confultedy and 
come to an jigreement amoiigft themfelves, kGc for a day 
to prefent their confent to his majefty in the Great Hall : 
but If it happens to be a refufa], then they deliver their 
reafons for it in writing by their four fpcakers. 

XLIII. If there (hould be raifcd fome newqueftion 
about the true meaning of the law, as in former times 
frequently has happened, then it ihall be deerded in 
tWe fame manner as in the 42d article here ab.ove is 
enadled. 

XLIV^. Although it always^ Ls an appurtcnsncc to the 
Crown to coin money, yet the ilates have refer vcd them- 

felvesy 
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felves, when any raifing or debafing of the ftandard) or 
intrinfic value, fhould be defigned or undertaken, that 
iiich a reformation fhall not come to pais without their 
.knowledge and agreement. 

XLV. The king is to defend and lave the country, 
particularly from foreign and hoftile invafion ; .but he 
caimot againft the tenor of. the law, bis royal oath and 
aiTurance, levy any aids for war, new taxes, enrolling of 
mfen, or other duties, without the knowledge of the 
^ates, and their free will and confent : yet, that un- 
happy cafe excepted, when the kingdom fliould be at- 
tacked by an army, then his majefty has power to take 
fuch meafures, for the fecurlty of the realm, as he fhall 
judge convenient for the good of his fubjefts ; but as 
foon as the war is finifhed, the.ftates muft be called, and 
the new taxes in behalf of the war quite abolifhed* 

■ XLVI. The aflemblies of the ftates are not to fubfift 
longer than at moft three months : and in order to avoid 
that the country being aggrieved by the expences of long 
diets, as has happened heretofore, the king is empowered, 
after that time, to diflblve the afTembly, and fend away 
die deputies each to his own home ; and if, in the like 
occafion, no new fubfidles were granted, the old ones 
tfaeh are to fubfift. 

XLVII. The ftates are intitled to denominate and 
chufe the perfon^ who are to be feated in thofe com- 
mittees, with which the king will pleafe to confult about 
fuch bufmefs as he defigns ftiall be kept fecret. Thefe 
members are invefted with all that right and authority 
which appertains to the ftates themfelves : but all mat- 
ters that can be publiflied (hall be communicated tathe 
ftates, and imparted to their deliberation. 

Vol. IV. Ee XLVHI. 
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XLVIII. The king has no power to wage war with- 
&xt the aflent and agreement of the ftates% 

XLIX* No other minutes, but' of fuch afialrs that 
. have been under the deliberation of the king with the 
ftates, can be required or delivered to them. 

L. The ftate and condition of the Exchequer ihalt be 
laid open before the ftates of < the realm, in order to cakt 
cognizance that the public money has been (pent to the 
good and Welfare of the country. 

LI. If a member of the ftates^ during the diet, Ctf on 
his journey to or from the diets, fliould be injured and 
wronged with words and deeds, when he has made 
known that he is in that quality and bufinefs, it fhM be 
punlffaed as a breach of the king's peace. 

LIL His majefty alTures to maintain all the ftates of 
tile kingdom in their duly acquired old privileges, itn« ' 
munities, rights, and liberties : and alio, no new privi-* 
leges for any ohe of the ftates, without the knowledge, 
advice, and confent of all the four ftates, (hall be given 
or imparted. 

LIII. To his majefty's gracious care alone the Ger- 
man provinces are left, that they may be governed ac- 
cording to the Laws of the empire, and the tenor of the 
treaty of Weftphaly. 

LLV. The cities and towns of the kingdom are to 

remain in their duly acquired privileges and rights, 

^hich were granted and given them by former kiogi j 

yet fo, that they are to be fitted and adapted to die cir- 

4 cumftances 
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cttntftances of the timeS) for die good and advantage of 
the commonwealth. 

LV. Tlie bank of the Ibtei is to remain hereafter a» 
oeforei under their guarantee, and at their own difpo*^ 
fition, fo diat it 18 to be adminiftered according to the 
rules and ftatutes already eria&ed, or fuch as Ac ftates 
will eftablifh for the fiiture* 

LVL The ca(h of penfions belonging to the army 
(hall remain, according to the orduiances already con«^ 
firmed, or fuch as his majefty, with the &ithful military 
commanders and deputies from the regiments^ will agre^ 

LVIL If tiiis Law in any point fhould be found 
<Mcure, ^e literal contents muft be obierved, till the 
king and^he ftates, in the manner exprefled hereabove^ 
articles XXXIX* and XLII. fhall agree upon the trur 
feflfe. 

Afl dtisi We, now here ailembled States, hay« judgiMl 
neceffiury for the regular government of the realn^ our 
liberty and fecurity, to ratify end enadl for us, our abfent 
Mlow-fiib^^is, our pofterity bom and unborn. We 
declare and proteft hereby anew, that we bear th|^ 
greateft alAorrence to a king's defpotic power, or the 
fo-called fovereignty; deeming dvtt our higheft felicity, 
iMMKHur, and advantage, to be and dwell free and ielf* 
independent, law^giving but law«obferving ftates, under 
the fway qf a king in power, but boun4 to the law; both 
of us tied together and protected by the law, who 
preferves us and our dear country from the dangers 
which are the fad eiFe£ls of diforder, licentioufnefs, de£* 
potifin, and an Ariftocratic government of many, to the 
detriment ^of the whole fociety, and to the grievance and 
Eea diftrcfe 
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diftrefs of every fubjed. We are fe-swdh the more a^ 
fured to have an orderly, lawful, and happy, government^ 
:is his majefty has declared, that he will reg^d it as his 
greatefl: honour to be the firft citizen amo^gft a free 
people $ and we are' hopeful that the like fentiments wili 
be propagated in t^e Royal Family, from father to foo, 
till the latefl times of the world* Therefore we de^ 
clare enemy to us and the country whoever ihall be fo 
imprudent and malignant a fellow^fubjefb, as to endea- 
vour to draw lis oft* frpm this ian£tion hy cheat and 
craft, fecret plots or open violence, in order to intrude 
upon us royal deipotifm or fovereignty ; oTj under the 
pretence and (how of liberty, overthrow tbefe laws, 
which, when they corroborate a true and ufeful liberty, 
ihut the doors to licentioufnefs and confufion. Whoever 
it may be, fhall be punifhed without mercy, according 
to the plain law of Sweden. We afltire sdfo, in virtue 
of our fworn fealty and this form of government, t ^pa^ 
we fhall keep loyal obedience to his majefly, fulfil hb 
orders in all that is due and warrantable before God and 
inen, fbr him to coihmand, and for us to do, all rights 
being fafe, that belong to him and ourfelves, as it be-« 
comes faithful men and fubjeds. 

Signed and fealed in Stockholm the 2ift day of Att* 
guf^,^in the year after the birth of Our Saviour 1772. 

• 
For the Nobility. For the Qergy. 

A.G.LEIONHUFWUD. AND.H.FORSSENIU& 
h. t Landtmarfhal. / Speaker. 

(L- S.) (L. S,) 

For the Burghers. For the PeaiantiT. 

JOH. H. HdCHSCHILD. JOSEPH HANSSON. 
In the place of die Speaker. Speaker. 

. (L-S.) (L.S.) 

All 
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All this here above written. We ourfelves not only 
receive as a firm fundamental law, but We ordain like- 
wife, SMid enjoin all who are bound to Us and our Suc>^ 
ce^oTS to ^e reign, with fidelity, allegiance, and loyalty, 
to acknowledge, keep, and obey tjbis form of govern- 
ment For the more certainty. We have figned this ' 
with our own hand, and cauCbd Our Royal Seal to 
be put hereunder, at Stockholm, the 21ft day of Auguft, 
in tdie year after d>e birth of Our Saviour^one thpuiand 
jcv<en 6u»k€<} and tiic feventy-fecond. 

GysTAvys, 



Ee2 N'Il4 
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SWfDIIH eWP»T» AND IMPORT'' 4** 



fe ;' '^^r E D I S'H COM ME R C E. 






EXPORTS. 



A. r"* 



^ 



C-jSr>P^^OPPER plates, ordinary 

^f. <" V Ifammertd cohw ftetes 
V-^l»rge copper pla«» 
^?; f:bld minted copper plates 
^ .;|3>|fferent forts of coRW 

S:^^.at^^ wire - * " 

i'^-i.r;'irtfe kettle* - ' ^ 

;:|3^CKnt fort« of br»6 
1^ ■• vj^'anchors ■« 

^v'> .*0h plates, ^nned 
•.».-^:;VV^ plates, not tinned - 
>(;. \iv'Irtoi«:innons 

"fc^: ■•'•ji^jls - . • 

>' "liSii pots . - ■» 

=.i-,;. biflbrent forts of finallef bariron - 
^J^; ?' Jd^tdinary bar iron 
'■"' t^rwn.'plates " ' " 



^«4 




;r*>*tj»i:Wre 



22,308 II 


Hi 


>6,579 2 


7i 


90 13 


oi 


»>979 3 


oi 


42,798 I 


3 


1,572 3 


o| 


'21 


ni 


39>o79 J 


7f 


ii 


8 


112 2 


H 


2,343 10 


ID 


1,079 16 


"* 


23 6 


8 


9,799 


10 


194 16 


S 


»04 3 


71 


30*556 14 


7 


524,ro4 II 


4i 


15*3*9 


5 


7,5»8 5 


la 


54 


5 


8,677 J© 


71 


9,049- 1 


ui 






Wrought 









y 4 
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£. s. d. 

Wrought iron of the finer fort - 5>776 3 6f 

Ditto of the coarfer fort - - H9954 3 i$ 

DifFercnt forts of iron an^ ftcci ^ • 620 17 i 

Axle-trees - - - 307 16 lof 

Beams of fir « . « i}496 11 4{ 

Ordinary deals - - 531O29 o 10 

Thicker deals - - - 12,802 14 o| 

Planks of the thickeft fort - -' 8,248 92 . ^'^ 

Uth - . - - 499 I of ^'^ 

Fir planks • - - 208 89 

Mafts rr • ^ 354 P 10 y 

Rafters ▼ r. -f 23 I ql •* 

Thicker fp^ • - r 79 X5' 8 z^- 

Ditto, leffer fort - « 1^279 o ?o :f.- 

Laths ^ - , - 303 14 oi ^* 

Staves of beech wood . - • 227 13 2| ;*\ 

Wood - - . • - 421 o 2| •fT^ 

pittO)| mahufii&ircd - - 153 6 3 ^^f: 

Lumber - .. - - l^ioi 3 ii| ^ 

PifFerent ilones - . 7 4>Q27 4 o^ ^J^ 

Furs ' - • - ?e7 to lU ^^' 

Com - - - 588 II 6^ j' 

Viauals . - -r 754 3 If ' '• • 

Herrings - - -. 84^53 18 

Fiih - - - 286 9 loj :i- 

Cattle - - • - 335 5 3i ^f^ 

Sail clptfx - T - 4i054 xo ii| , f 

Linen - .- - - 124 I ij , 

Alum • n r 9,954 6 Of ^ 

Common aflies -. - r 22^916 8 *-^ 

Potaflies - . -. T 8,282 I l^i >it> 

Pitch - . - ^ • 3:^,354 i^ I : <' 

Pitpboil T « r (29 O ll| -i 

Cbails; . -• 
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Chalk ' . 

Printed books 

Guns iand piftols 

Herbs for dying yellow 

Difierent forts of cordage 

Gunpowder -^ 

DifFerent kinds of furniture 

Beer 

Earthen ware 

CoUothar, or brown red 

Fiflioil • - 

Tar 

SaiFron -r 

Watches - ^- - 

Vitriol 

New-built (hips <r 

Baulks 

Silks 
Piferent goods 

Salt - - 

Oak ftavcs 

Wines <r 

French brandy 

Tobacco leaves •? 

Tea ^ . . 

Oil of turpentine ^ 

White lead 

Cochineal - ^ 

Pepper 

^ugar r 

Ciiuiamon 

Nutmegs ^ - - 

Mac^ t - 



£' 


s. 


J. 


4,476 : 


15 


3J 


479 


] 


10 


19 : 


f9 


91 


1* 


6 


9 


104 


5 


10 


4 


15 


"I 


152 





31 


298 





JO 


1,099 H 


ot 


407 


I 


3 


47>S46 


I 


"J 


96,546 


18 


2J 


i>743 


5 


*f 


304 


5 


71 


S» 


5 


10 


175295 


15 


If 


745 


15 





i»570 


6 


"1 


1,280 


19 


2 


8>799 


I 


3 


1.495 


15 


"i 


3.^45 


8 


4 


335 





10 


i3>299 





5 


12,494 


4 


ot 


99 


16 


8 


37 


5 


10 


»>995 


14 


oi 


i>H5 


16 


8 


154 »5 


3i 


495 


5 


10 


154 


16 


"J 


76 


ID 


5 

temn 
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£. s. d. 

Hemp - - - 174 la 91 

FUx - - - 394 14 oi 

Pifferent other merchandizes - 409828 16 6| 

Freights for exported goods uppn. 

Swcdi(h bottoms - -118,34118 if 



Total of Exports • £. 1,368,830 13 5 



IMPORTS. 







£, s. d. 


Silks 


- 


i5,S«8 9 oj 


Cambrick - ^ 


- 


1,598 12 8| 


^uflin - - . 


- 


618 6 6i 


Indian cottons 


- 


4,859 3 of 


Pi/Terent forts of thread ^d linen 


- 


14,449 9 5f 


Printed t^ottons 


- 


6 t 4^ 


Cloth f 7 


- 


23,952 


Camphire 


• 


249 8 9 


Galls 


- 


383 »i "i 


Amber - •• 


- 


44 «i 3 


liquorice 


- 


587 6 8 


Oil(^oarfe) ^ - - 


- 


9,658 16 i| 


Quickfilver - - 


- 


248 14 tof 


Ifurpentiqe: -- •? 


•J 


411 7 H 


Wzji 


- 


501 I 8 


ToViicoo in leaves 


T 


31,236 6 iii 


Tobacco -» r 


- 


14,146 7 4* 


White lead ^ <r 


• 


1,198 18 ](Of 


Brafilwood 


- 


744 " ©t 


(^chineal <i» T - ' 


f 


»,122 ^J 5 



f^rjp^bu9 
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Fcnuunbac 

Indigo 

Madder 

Cream of tartar 

Colours 

Anchovies «• 

CofFce 

Rice 

Paper • - - 

Linfeed 

Soap 

Pivers drugs 

Annis 

Cumamon 

Currants * 

Figs . ^ . 

Ginger 

Almonds «!> 

Nutmegs 

Mace - «- 

Cloves *• ^ 

Pepper 

JUifiijs - / ' 

Saffron «- ^ 

PJuns)j6 

Piflferent grocery wares 

Sugar in powder -^ 

piiFerent fort3 of fugar 

Peafc 

Wheat 

Jlyc * -r 

Con^ ^ . 
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/. '. ^ 


•^ 


9S6 6 9| 


* 


7,751 u I 


- 


*.436 7 31 


-, 


746 17 4t 


- 


I3>99+ " 8 


-. 


*73 " If 


- 


*9,857 16 41 


- 


»,l84 I m 


- 


6,858 8 6| 


- 


996 16 bl 


- 


874 2 I 


- 


26,718 13 6f 


- 


437 4 5{ 


- 


224 19 2 


- 


282 17 8| 


- 


1,254 I of 


«• 


993 " 7i 


te 


2,486 18 o| 


V 


747 8 5f 


T» 


961 15 71 


- 


224 I $ 


^ 


2,196 II ii| 


• 


5,028 14 2 


- 


39^ 16 3 


• 


1,697 16 9{ 


» 


414 6 lof 


- 


52,807 15 III 


- 


$4,569 H 


*• 


7*365 16 5i 


- 


19,728 15 


- 


205,829 4 8i 


• 


34,028 6 III 


^» 


44>775 7 » 




Patt 
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Oats 

Wheat meal 

Gruaux - f 

Different ibrCs of corn ^ 

Live cattle ^ t 

Meat . . ^ 

Cheefe 

Hams ir 

Salt meat - w 

pry meat - ^ 

Butter 

Tallow - - ^ 

Fifli of difierent forts r 

Salt and dried fifh 

Fruits 

Lead - ir 

Printed books - <- 

Calamine * r* 

Feathery 

Hair - • « 

Patters ^rth r • 

Tin 

Wax candles 

Pit coal .- 

Different goods 

French wine 

Rhenifh wine 

Portuguefe and Spanifh wine 

Cider and vinegar 

Wines, liquors, &c. 

Silk . V ^ 

Cotton ^ 

Cotton, thread 

Ditto, worfted ^ ^ 



£' 




A 


3»479 




4i 


40 




91 


579 




"i 


1,025 


17 


H 


8,19s 




n 


2,198 


II 


3 


9'778 




9i 


120 


17 


11 


781 


li 


8 


5» 13 


2i 


5>2i7 


16 


8 


i4>«97 


6 


4i 


8,114 


16 


Of 


7>354 


8 loi 


2,470 IS 


8i 


5>oo4 


I 


3 


2,804 





3i 


979 


11 


iif 


217 


18 


»l 


*.735 





7i 


1,808 


»5 


5 


4,280 


6 


"f 


819 





10 


5,293 





5 


14,981 


18 


9 


18,546 


11 


8 


1,696 


«3 


If 


1,998 


11 


3 


737 


4 


9^ 


23,399 


8 


of 


24.779 





10 


4,299 13 


2i 


3,^44 





10 


i>73> 


I 


8 
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Hides . - . 


11,824 9 


Hemp - - - - 


57>926 10 5 


Flax ^ ' - 


29,107 17 7{ 


Polifliwool - - - 


i9»554 3t 


Spaniib wool 


3,029 4 lOj 


Sole leather 


12,327 10 10 


Potafhcs - - - 


100 5 7f 


Linen thread ... 


2,818 5 III 


DiiFerent rude materials 


18,886 17 71 


E2& India goods confumed in Swe- 




den 


10,810 % 6 


Freight paid to foreign fhips 


6,301 2f 


» Total of Imports - £. 1, 


,008,392 12 4} 
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